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LETTER M. rol 
T HERO * AS A810. a Ne 


> 


HE laſt Evening was one of the fineſt 
dS I ever ſaw. According to my Cuſtom, 
I made an Excurſion into the. open 

2 Fields; and wanted nothing to com- 
plete the Satisſaction, but my Friend's - 
Company . I could not but obſerve, how much 
your improving Converſation heightened the Charms 
of Nature. When Religion applied Philoſophy, every 
Thing was in/trudtive, as well as pleaſing. Not a 

Breeze ſwept over the Plains, to clear the Sky, and 
ER. "3 1 
Fu quad abus excepio, caters lætus. 


Dear ASPASIO, 
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cob de Alx but it tende alſo to diſperſe our Doubts, 
3838 Faith in the Sapreme All- uff cient 
60 B. Net a Cloud tinged the Firmament with 
i Colottrs, or amuſed the Sight with romantic 
Shapes; but We beheld a Picture of the preſent 
World, of its fading Acquiſitions and fantaſtic Joys, 
in the mimic Forms and the tranſitory Scene. 
Even the weakeſt of the Inſect- tribe, that ſkim the 
Air in ſportive Silence, addreſſed Us with the ſtrongeſt 
Incitements, and gave Us the Toudeſt Calls, to be 
aclive in our Day, and 2zſeful in our Generation, 
They cried, at leaſt when You lent them your 
Tongue, 

Suth i is vain Life, an idle Flight of Days, 

A flill deluſtve Round of ſickly Joys, 

Aan Vliiile Cares, and trifling Paſſions, 
Tf nat ennobled by the Deeds of Virtue. 


How often, at the Approach of ſober Eve, have 
We ſtole along the Cloyſters of a ſequeſtered Bower; 
attentive to the Fale of ſome guerulbus Current, that 
ſeemed to be ſtruck with Horror at the awful 
Gloom; and complained with heavier Murmurs, as 
it paſſed under the blackening Shades, and along the 
Root-obſtrufted Channel, —Or elſe, far from the 
bubbling Brook, and ſoftly treading the graſſy Path, 
We liſtened to the Nightingale's Song: while every 
Gale held its Breath, and all the Leaves forbore their 
Motion, that they might neither drown nor interrupt 
tie metfodious Woe. — From both which penſive 


Strains, You endeavoured to temper and chaſtiſe the 
exuberant Gaiety of my Spirits. You convinced me, 
that ie Joy is a ſerious Thing “: is the Child of 
ſedate 


PE — — N 81 n. 


Let. 6, TRERNON fo W 


ſedate Thought, not the Spaun of inten 
Mirth : nurſed, not by the Sallies of diſſolate Mer- 
riment, but by the Exerciſe. of ſerene Contempla- 
tion. 

Sometimes, at the gl ES? Return of Mor, 
we have aſcended an airy Eminence ; and Hailed the 
new-born Day; and followed, with our delig ht ted 
Eye, the Mazes of ſome glittering Stream. Hete 
ruſhing, with impetuous Fury, from the Mountain's 
Side; foaming over the rifted Rocks, and 1 * 
down the craggy Steep. Impatient as'it wete, to | 
free from ſuch rugged Paths, and mingle with the 
Beauties of the lower Vale.— There, ſlackenin its 
headlong Career, and ſmoothing its Eddies i in an 
even Flow. While, deep emboſomed in the verdant 
Mead, it glides through the cheriſhed and ſmiling 
Herbage. Sometimes, loſt amidft cloſing Willows ; 
ſometimes, emerging with freſh Beauty from the 
leafy Covert; always, roving with an air of amorous 
Complacency, as though it would careſs the frin 
Banks, and flowery Glebe. — Reminded, by this 
watery Monitor, of that Conſtancy and Vigour, with 
which the Affections ſhould move towards the great 
_ . Center of Happineſs, CHRIST FES U S—of that 
determined Ardour, with which we ſhould break 
through the Intanglements of Temptation, and: Ob- 
ſtacles of the World, in order to reach our evefluſtin 
Re —and of the mighty Difference between the tur- 
bulent, the frothy, the precipitate Gratifications of 
Vice, and the calm, the ſubſtantial, the permanent 
Delights of Religion bp! e 
Or elle, with eager View, we — 57 ſurveyed , the 
extenſive Proſpet, and wandered over, all | henNag- 
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NHificence. of Things -an endleſs Variety of graceſul 
Qhjects, and delightful Scenes! Each ſoliciting our 
chief Regard; every one worthy of our whole Atten- 
tion; all conſpiring to touch the Heart with a mingled 
Tranſport of Wonder, of Gratitude, and of Joy.— 
80 that we have returned from our rural Expedition, 
not as the Spendthrife from the Gaming table, curſing 
his Stars, and raving at his ill Luck; gulled of his 
Money, and the derided Dupe of Sharpers: Not as 
the Libertine from the Houſe of Wantonneſs *, ſur- 
feited with the rank Debauch, dogged by Shame, 
ggaded by Remoiſe, with a thouſand, recent Poiſons 
üngling in his Veins. But we returned, as Ships of 

ommerce from the golden Continent, or the ſpicy 
lands, with new Acceſſions of ſublime Improve- 

bs b r ment, 


*' Solomott, in order to deter unwary Youth from thoſe 
Sinks of Uncleanneſs, repreſents the Harlot under the 
Character of a peſtilent Hag, or baleful Sorcereſs. Her 
Feet ga down to Death ; Prov. v. 5. Her Houſe is the high 
Road ts Hell; Prov. vii. 27. yea, her Gueſis are in the 
Depths of Hell; Prov. ix. 18.—The ſecond Clauſe ſeems 
to beemphatical. The original Expreſſion is in the plural 
Number 2557. I chooſe therefore to render it, not ſimply 
The Road; but more largely The high Road: from which 
many other Ways of Guilt branch out, in which many 
— Paths of Ruin coincide. There, Murder is often 
known; to drench her Dagger in Blood; and Robbery 
Forms the raſh Reſolve, which ends in the ignominious Hal- 

ter. There, Intemperance daily brews the Bowl, which 
enervates the Conſtitution, and transforms the Man into a 
Beaſt. While Diſeaſe, pale cadavereus noifome' Diſeaſe, 
2anticipates the Putre faction of the Grave, and cauſes the 
wiretched Martyrs of Vice to rot even above Ground.— Well 
may every one, who loves Life, and would fain ſee good 
Hays, ery out with a Mixture of Deteſtation and Dread; 
my Soul, come not thou into their horrid Haunts !“ 


Du meliora Piis, Erroremque Hoſtibus illum VIAG. 
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ment, and ſolid, Pleaſure. . With a deeper, L 
fer the Almighty CREATOR ; 3 with a warmer Be 

of Ns nſpeakable F avours; and with, a more in- 
flamed Defy in 1170 know him now by Faith, and 
-_ 488 80 U have the Fruition of his glorious 


&.G ODH Jret: 1008 VAL ble Rel 
pu ee with an agreeable e laxation, we bare 
tragsf erred our © Care from ie Welfare of. the Na a- 
tion, to the Flouriſhing, of, the. Fa arm; and, inſtead 
x en Regulations for the civil Community, we 
have planned Schemes for 1 Cultivation of our 
1 —— ound, anch che de gur Cattle. —Inftead 
of attending tel the Co ſe of! ien jand, the Deſti- 
.natign, of Armies, We, 5 direQed ibe Plough, 
ache ide ere bars of taught the Honey- 
ſuckle to wind, round we 289 5 and the J amine 
to climb b ugon the | all.—Inftead of i 1 our 
N Oe ta reconcile contending Ling loms ; 
ech a, Treaty of N between 1 
ger daz and the;adopting Tree Ft ev 
WR e of 96 ral wing F; 174 71 
Arated (would 51075 Empires 8 
celent what Ad 88 from pagi ts 
d an amicable. Union, ead of 0 f. unraveling the 
eee, of Sts, and HG. 1 Fineſſes ot 
foreign Couftz e made quric acg ted 
a 7105 the Palace of. Ae and obſerved, te 
derfully, how myſteriouſly, that great Pre 18 
acts. In this Place ſhe rears a vaſt Trunk, and un 
. folds . Multiplicity of Branches, from one ſmall | 
Fr 5. She qualifies, by her amazing Operations, Wi 
few, contgmprible Acorns, that were former] ly car- 
tied i in a Child's Lap, to bear the is Thunder 
A 4 155 round 
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ae Aud ſecure to our Haig tte 88. 

; of the Ocean. In another Plate; flit 

ork 4 try Staih, „ the yreeis Puck; ic 
the I ahi Eur; aftertbards ih- full. -growh'and ripeticl 

an Ear e. Repaythg, vlth een Py 0 due, 

and with laviſh Uſury, the te, Ian's 

he Hub anderen Lon d by 2 mot "4 | 

Prin bo RefubreRtion, the Death Gar Seed, to be 

| Hank be Mee of Hines. Lea 97 ny 

Hut 1 forget. your 'Calition, % 
y you 1 me, e Le 


Tang. n . * 9 Ge 
ad — 


5 1. N 5 * A 18 che Elld 
"of Time WMI Eert, chit rde eee Ener- 
128 1 is” the Life bf this tizheſtic Syften mn, and 
*We Cauſe of all its upendous Operations. Let this 
* New ou, how uch I Want my Gulde, my Phil 
8 and Friend. Wibobt U | 
"ly Genius le dun; wy Re elde Ste aH Ward; 
gion Ti roverhiefit ule? oem lke 
1 bits of the 68f, eee, Wich 
5 Anon of Vegetation, W EVH W 
„ Vet, nor from , Viet, uf Infortmiitg 
, e a „td Urdw a Hill upon his Pen; 
i a ee hn Ol to Gen tie With 
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Art is nf oited i in 1 vibes teen 
9 1 mel etaborate Eflay 8. Bot Nature, or rather 


Ward Lala AUTHOR Rojs indeed ee 
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and a Werkwidn that well ner 'be'aſantied®\ lis Dye 
Aries out den thoufant t Models, aud his 
Touch \executes ff with imionitablc Pes äwasl 
Wat an admirable Speeimen is Herr, of de & 
une (Skill, and & che dwine Goodneſs! This tera- 
Gon Globe is intendes, not only for a Nlave of Ha 
bitation, but for a Storehouſe of Convenieneses If 
We -trathifie dhe ſcberal Apartments of bur great 
Abode; if We take a general Hen y of vir ent- 
m., Gõο, 8s We all find the utmdſt Reaſon to be 
charmed wich ths-Diſptays, boch of — 
And . 10 90-030 ; 
' |—ObRves the Sefa“ Uf — MAKE. 
Tue Ground, ewbrſe u it may Teens, and etodden by 
4 is nevertheleſd the Laborutory, where the 
Xxquliftee] Operations tre performed; the Sag, 

i Ieh To kak, " where: the fineſt Manufactutes are 

„ Fhobghi 2 Multitude of Generations have 
Aas been Wc nie dne, and though Mitte 
r Nesdens are Giily fupphet by ies Lid „It ft 
ted: 15k ' Reſource; Mat newer 

| {hither to be draine u. 

The Un of the Ground, far from being a 
W Defest; heightens its Beauty, and 2 
-vienls its Tifatwcls. - Mv, it is ſco6ped? into te 
And Aheſtered* Wales, amöſt veoriſtancly obere d With 
Acht mebas Gf wttrof Vetiite £ py ich; Al tender 
„And füebulent; edmpoſes n ehfy Couchy and ids 
5 e moſt agreeable Fodder, fo the various Tribes of 


Cattle. — ee, it is extended, into A, ones 
champain Country: which, anaally repleniſh 


the anden ee e ne Gries. 2 


mel bas xc” 7 7 y | 
25 2 Tim. ii. Fe." | 
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veſt. A Harveſt, not only of \that.principal ¶ beat, 
Which is the Staff of our Life, and Hrengtheas, our 
Heart; but of the apppintel Burley v, and various 
other Sorts of Grais, which yield an excellent Fond 
for our Animals; and either enable, them , to diſpatch 
our Dtrudgery, or elſe; fattehy heir Fleſh Wy 
Tan 154099 e Sue s 10 lud 

The, Furrows, bedient tc h Will Ahlen, y — 
po: -Produce t. They bring forth. a Crop of tall, 
ſlexile, lender Plants f; whoſecthin filmy Coat, dried, 
attenuated; and xilſully. manufactured, trans forms 
itſelſ into ſome of the moſt neceſſary, Aecanunadatiens 
of Life, and gentesleft; Embellifomms of, Society. It 
is wove into ample Volumes of. Cech 3 which, fixed 
to the Maſt, give Wings to out: Ships, and wattthem 
to the Extremities of the Ocean. It is twiſtedigto 
Na, Lengths of Cordage , hich add Nerves to the 
Crane, andi lend Sine ws co the ee qr elſe, adber- 
ing to.che Anchors they faſten, the V.ellel,cven,op,the 
flatuatiog Elements er ſecure Tg pur even amigjt 
diving Tempeſts p- It furniſhes. the Mucheſs with; cher 
coſtly Head-drefgnd delicately, fins Ruffles. 4 
leſs ſtrong than neat, it ſupplies the, with 
his coarſe Frock, and the Sailor with hisnclumfy 
-Trowlers. Its F ihres, artfully. Tang ed hin bgE Opera- 
tions of the Loom, coyer, our Tables;,with-aggce- 
ful. Blegance, and, ſurround our, Bodies with a,cþgr 
nihing W armth., On denn pen the 6 
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Colours, which inchant the Eye; in this the Mer - 
chant packs the Wares, which enrich the World. 

Yonder, the Hill, like a grand Amphitheatre, 
ariſe. Amphitheatre! All the pompous Works of 
Reman Magnificence, are leſs than Mole-banks, are 
mere Cockle-ſhells, compared with, thoſe majeſtic 
Elevations of the Earth. Some clad with manthng 
Vines ;| ſome crowned. with towering Cedars ; ſome 
ragged: with miſhapen Rocks, or yawning with ſub 
terraneous Dens. Whoſe rough and inacceſſible 
Craggs, whoſe hideous and gloomy Cavities, are not 
only a continual Refuge for the wild Goats, but have 
often proved an Aſylum: to perſecuted Merit , and 
a Saeed to the moſt valuable Lives. | 

At à greater | Diſtance, the Mountains: lift their 
frozen Brows, or penetrate the Clouds with their 
aſpiring Peaks. Their frozen Brows arreſt the roving, 
and condenſe the rareſied Vapours 4. Their caverned 
Bowels collect the. dripping Treaſures; and ſend 
them abroad, in gradual Communications, by trick- 


ling Springs. While their ſteep Sides precipitate the 
watery Stores; rolling them on with ſuch a forcible 


Impulſe t that ; they never intermit their unwearied 
oy 


* + To David, 1 Saul's Malice; - to El: Jah, from . 
⁊ebel's Vengeance; to many of the primitive Chriftians, 
from the Nage of perſecuting Emperors : they avandered 
in Deſarts and in Mountains, in Dens and Caves of the 
e Heb. x1. 38. h 

7 Therefore ſtyled—Mimbo/a Cacymine Montis. Vis 8. 

I It is obſerved; that the largeſt Rivers in the World, 
| hoſe which roll the heavieſt Burden of Waters, and per- 
form the moſt extenfive Circuit through the Nations, ge- 
nerally take their Riſe from Mountains. The Rhine, the 
2 and the " all e from _ Alps. I Tygris 

erives 


a 


- 
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Courſe, till they have fwept through the moſt ex- 
tenfive'Climes, and regained-their native Seas. 
The Yineyard ſwells i into a Profuſion of Cluſters.: 
ſome tinged with the deepeſt Purple, and delicately 
clouded with Azure: ſome, clad with a whitiſh tranſ- 
parent Skin, which thews the tempting Kernels, 
Jodped in lufcious Nectar. — The Vine requires a 
ſtrong Reflection of the Sun- beams, and a very 
large Proportion of Warmth. How commodiouſly 
do the Hills and Mountains miniſter to this Purpoſe! 
May We not call thoſe vaſt Declivities, the Garden- 
walls of Nature? Which, far more effectually than 
the moſt'coſtly Glaſſes, or moſt artful 
concenter the ſolar Heat, and complete the Matu- 


Tity of the Grape. Diſtending it with à Liquor of 


the fineſt Scent, the moſt agreeable Reliſh, and the 
moſt exalted Qualities: ſuch as diſſipate Sadneſs, and 
-inſpire Vivacity: ſuch as make glad the Heart of 
Man, and moſt ſweetly prompt, both his | Grati- 
"tude, and his Duty, to the Munificent GIVER. 
Wo | drab ans 1 bluſh for 2 8 1 e b 
that 


aries its rapid. Flcod, from the everlaſting Snows, and 
ſteep Ridges of Niphates. And, to mention no more In- 
ftances, the River Amazones, which pours itſelf through a 
Multitude of Provinees, ind waters near eighteen hun- 
dted Leagues of Land, has its Urn in the Caverns, and 


Its Impetus from the Precipices, of chat amen Rane 


of Hills, che Hades. 
If che Reader is inclined to ſee the Origia 2d Formation 


of Rivers deſeribed, in all the Sublimity of Diction, and 


with all che Graces of Poetry, He may find this Enter- 
x: e . en e 


| Iz. de Scone /: OY - clk. 1 
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*" Deep, deep I bear them, lab'ring to get fre! ! &c. 
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that any ſhould abuſe this Indulgence of Heaven. 
That Any ſhould! turn ſo valuable a Gift of GO D 
into an Inftrument of Sin. Turn the moſt exhila- 
rating of Cordials into Poiſon, Madneſs, and Death. 
The Kitchen garden preſents Us with a new Train 
of Benefits. In its blooming Ornaments, what un- 
affected Beauty ! In its culinary Productions, what 
diverſified Riches! It ripens a Multitude of nutri- 
mental Eſculents, and almoſt an equal Abundance. 
of medicinal Herbs; diſtributing Refreſhments to 
the Healthy, and adminiftring Remedies to the 
Sick.—The Orchard, all fair, and ruddy, and bow- 
ing down beneath its own delicious Burden, gives 
Us a freſh Demonſtration of our CREATOR's 
_ Kindneſs. Regales Us, firſt, with all the Delicacies 
of Summer -Fruits; next, with the more laſting Sue 
ceſſion of Aue Dainties. 
What is Nature, but a Series of Wonders, and 
a Fund of Delights! That ſuch a Variety of 
Fruits, ſo beautifully coloured, fo elegantly ſhaped, 
and ſo charmingly flavoured, ſhould ariſe from the 
Earth! Than which nothing is more inſipid, ſor- 
did, and deſpicable.—-I am ftruck with pleaſing Aſto- 
niſhment at the Canſe of theſe fine Effects, and no 
leſs ſurpriſed at the Manner of bringing them into 
Exiſtence. I take a Walk in my Garden, or a 
Turn through my Orchard, in the Month of De- 
cember. There ſtand ſeveral Logs of Wood, faſtened 
to the Ground. They are eret indeed and ſhapely, 
but without either Senſe or Motion, No human 
Hand will touch them; no human Aid will ſuccour 
them; yet, in a little Time, they are beautified 
with Moffoms, they are covered with Leaves, and 
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at laſt are loaded with mellow Treaſures; with the 
downy Peach and the poliſhed Plum; with the 
muſky Apricot and the juicy Pear; with the Cherry, 


and its coral Pendants, young through Lattices of 


Green, 2. 


— -* a AR mum pay dark 
Beneath = . ample Leaf, the luſcious Fi 2. 


I have wondered at the Structure of my Watch; 

wondered more at the Deſcription of the Silk-mills ; 
moſt of all, at the Account of thofe prodigious En- 
gines, invented by Archimedes. But what are all the 


Inventiens of all the Geometricians and Mechanics 


in the World, compared with theſe inconcèivably 


nice Automata of Nature] Theſe /elf- operating Ma- 


chines diſpatch their Buſineſs, with a Punctuality that 
never miſtakes, with a Dexterity that cannot be 
equaled. In Spring, they clothe themſelves with 
ſuch unſtudied but exquiſite Finery, as far exceeds the 
EA of the Needle, or the Labours of the 

Loom. 


9 3 or hls -operating Wan not meant to 
ſet aſide the Superintendency of Providence, but only to 
exclude the Co- operation of Man. 

The Word avkpahy is uſed by our MASTER; ix 


a very fine, and moſt expreſſive Word; for which Rea- 


ſons, I have ventured to give it a Kind of Engliſb Natura- 
lizatien. It ſigniſies, ſays a Greek Scholiaſt, ras unyavas, 
a nr avlz; eigyeoas. See Mark iv. 28. It is an Explica- 


tion and an Abrid 3 of that remarkable Phraſe, which 


occurs in 5 ſaic Hiſtory of the Creation, . 
π]7et E2TR Nn Gen. ii. 3. Which GOD created and 


made, appears tautological, and is by no means an exact 


Tranſlation. It ſhould rather be interpreted, Which 


_ GOD created in order to make; to make, by theſe pro- 


lific Inſtruments and re-producing Principles, a continual 


Succeſſion of Animals, Vegetables, and Creaturey. 
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Loom. In Autumn, they preſ ent Us with ſach a Col- 


lation of Sweetmeats, and ſuch” Blandiſhments of 


Taſte,” as ſurpaſs all that the moſt critical Luxury 
could prepare, or the moſt laviſh Fancy imagine." 
So that thoſe coarſe and ſenſeleſs Logs, firſt decorate 
the divine Creation, then perform the Honours of the 
Tabla. {15} 5519 1 W 3 | 

If, amidſt theſe ordinary Productions of the Earth, 
GOD appears ſo great in Counſel and mighty in M ort *. 
what may We expect to ſee, in the Palaces of Hea- 
ven; in the Hierarchies of Angels; and in that 
wonderful RE DEE MER, who is, beyond all 
other Objects, beyond all other Manifeſtations, the 
 Hiſdem of G D, and the Power of GOD. 

Tze Forgftirears Myriads of maſſy Bodies, which, 
though neither gay with Bloſſoms, nor rich with 
Fruit, ſupply Us, with Timber of various Kinds, and 
of every deſirable Quality f. But who ſhall cultivate 
ſuch huge Trees, diffuſed over ſo vaſt a Space? The 
Toil were endleſs, ' See therefore the all-wiſe and 
eyer-gracious Ordination of Providence ! They are 
ſo conſtituted, that they have no Need of the Spade 
and the Pruning - kniſe. Nay; the little Cares of 

„i 206 noe e e e eee 259” en 

, 925 xxxii. 9. + 1 Cor. i. 24. 

1 Tully has given Us an Abridgment of all the preced- 
ing Particulars. Which, I think, is one of the fineſt 
Landſchapes in Miniature, that the deſctiptive Pen ever 
drew. Tera uni venſa cernatur, | weflita Floribus, Herbis 
Arboribus, Frugibus ; quorum | omnium incredibiljs Multituds 
inſatiabili Varietate difliinguitur. Adde huc Fontium pelidas } 
P erenmtates, Liguores perlucides Amnium, Riparum Veflitus © 
viridiſſimos, S pe luncarum concawas Altitudines, Saxorum Af- 


peritates, impendentium Montium, Altitudines Immenſitat 
Camper um. De Nat. Deor, Lib. Il, _ 


, 


16 Tae t ASrantc Lit. 5. 


Mam would diminiſh,. tather than augmant heir 
Nigpity and their Uſeſulael.,. The mate they are 
negleQrd,. the betten they ihuite; the more OW 
grand, and magnificent they gro ww. 0 
MWnen felled by the Axe, they: are awed fn 
Beams, and ſuſtain; the Rooſs of our Houſes : they 
are faſhioned into Carriages, and ſerve for the Con- 
veyance . of the heavieſt Loads. F heir Subſtance ſo 
ont, that they yield ta the Chizze) of the Turner, 
and are ſmoathed by the Plane of the Joiner; ate 
wiewvght into the niceſt Diminutions oſ Shape, and 
cumpoſe ſome of the fineſt Branches of houſbold Fur- 
niture. Their Texture ſu fokd. that they forms the 
moſt important © Parts ef | thoſe mighty Engines; 
which, adapting themſelees to the Play of me- 
chanic Powers, diſpatch more Work in a ſingle 
Hour, than could otherwiſe be accompliſhed in many 
. de fame: Fime; their Preſſure is fo Zeb, ' 
hat they ſlaat upon the Waters; and glide along the 
Surface, almoſt with as much Agility, as the finny 
Fry glance through the Derp.— Thus, while they 
impart Magoificence to Architecture, and beftow 
numberleſs: Conveniepcies on the Family ; they 
confſirute the very Baſis of Navigation, and give 
Expedition, give Being to Commerce. 
Amidſt the inacceſſible Depths of the Foreſt, an 
Habitation i affigned for thoſe revenous Beaſts, whoſe 
Appearance would be frightful,. and their Neigebeur- 
hood dangerous to Mankind. Here, the fetnly ma- 
ee Lion rouſes Himſelf from fis Den; Fink 
. rough” the midnight Shades; and awes the favage- 
Herds with his Roar, Here, the fiery Tyger ſprings 
upon his ber, ä 887 Bloomy * trains up her 
Whelps. 
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Whelps. Here, the ſwift Leopard ranges, and the 
grim Wolf prowls, and beth in queſt of Murder 
and Blood. Were theſe horrid Animals to dwelb in 
our Fields, what Haveck would they make? What 
Conflernation would they ſpread? But they: voluntarily 
bury themſelves, in the deepeſt Receſſes of the De- 
fart: while the Ox, the Horſe, and the ſerviceable 
Quadrupeds, li ve under our Inſpection, and” keep 
within our Call: profiting Us as much by their Pre- 
fence, as the others oblige Us by their Abſence, © 
If, at any Time, thoſe ſhaggy Monſters make an 
Excurſion into the habitable World, it is when Man 
retires to his Chamber, and ſleeps in Security. Fhe 
Sun, which invites other Creatures abroad, gives 
them the Signal to retreat. The Sun ariſeth, and they 
get them away, and lay them dotn in their Dens *. 
Strange! That the orient Light, which is ſo pleaſing 
to Us, ſhould ſtrike ſuch Terror on them! Should, 
more effectually than a Legion of Guards; put them 


all to flight, and clear e d of thoſe formi- 
dable: Enemies ! 9. 


122 turn our Though to the ee we 
find a moſt curious and exquiſite Apparatus of Air. 
Which, becauſe no Object of our Sight, is ſeldom 
obſerved, and little regarded; yet is a Source of in- 
numerable Advantages. And all theſe Advantages 
(which is almoſt incredible) are fetched from the 
very Jaws of Ruin. My 23 _ . e 
therefore I explain myſelf. a0 

We live plunged, if I may ſo ſpeaks i in an Qua 


of Air. Whoſe Preſſure, upon a Perſon of mode- 
VoL, Ws! B rate 


* Pſal, Civ. 22. 


8 Trznron't Aspasio. Let. 6. 


rate Sia e, is equal: to thee Weight of twenty thouſand 
Pounds. Tremendous. .Conſideration ! Should the 
Cieling of a Room, or the Roof of a Houſe, fall up- 
on Vs with half that Force, what deſtructive Effects 
2 enſue. Such a Force would infallibly drive the 
Breath from our Lungs, or break every Bone in our 
Bodies. Vet, ſo admirably has the Divine Wiſ- 
dom contrived this aerial Fluid, and fo nicely coun- 
| terpoiſed its dreadful] Power, that We. receive not 
the ſlighteſt: Hurt; We ſuffer no manner of In- 
convenience;; We eyen enjoy the Load. Inſtead of 
being as a Mountain on our Loins, it is like Wings 
to qur Feet, or like Sinews to our Limbs.—Is not 
this common Ordination of Providence, thus conſider- 
ed, ſomewhat like the Miracle of the burning Buſh ; 
Whoſe: tender and combuſtible Subſtance, though in 
the midſt of Flames, was neither conſumed nor in- 
jured ®? Is it not almoſt as marvelous, as the Prodi- 
gy of the three Hebrew Youths Who walked in the 
fiery F urnace, without having a Hair of their Head 
finged, or ſo much as the Smell of Fire paſting on 
their Garments + ?—Surely, We have Reaſon to ſay 
unto GOD; O] how terrible, yet how beneficent, 
art Theu in thy Works | 


The Air, though too weak to ſupport our F light, 


is a Thoroughfare for innumerable Wings. Here 
the whole Commonwealth of Birds take up their A- 
bade. Here they lodge and expatiate, beyond the 
Reach of their Adverſaries. Were they to run upon 
the Earth, they would be expoſed to ten thouſand 
f Dangats, without proper ne to reſiſt them, or 
7 Hows 3 


es m. 2. Des. Kl. 5 
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ſufficient Speed to eſcape them. Whereas, by mount- 
ing the Skies, and liſting themſelves up on high, they 
are ſecure from Peril, they ſcorn the Horſe and Ms 
Rider *,—Some of them perching upon the Boughs, 
| others ſoaring amidſt the Firmament, entertain Us 
with their Notes. Which are muſical and agreeable, 
when heard at this convenient Diſtance ; but would 
be noiſy and importunate, if brought nearer to our 
Ears.—Here, many of thoſe feathered Families re- 
fide, which yield Us a delicious' Treat; yet give Us 
no Trouble, put Us te no Expence, and, till the 
Moment We want them, are > wholly out of our 
Way. 

The Air, commiſſioned by its All-bountiful A U- 
THOR, charges itſelf with the Adminiſtration of 
ſeveral Offices, which are perſectly obliging, and no 
leſs ſerviceable to Mankind. Co- operating with our 
Lungs, it ventilates the Blood, and refines our Fluids, 
It qualifies and attempers the vital Warmth ; pro- 
motes and exalts the animal Secretions. Many Days 
We might live, or even whole Months, without the 
Light of the Sun, or the Glimmering of a Star. 
Whereas, if We are deprived, only for a few Mi- 
nutes, of this aerial Support, We ficken, We faint, 
We die.— The ſame univerſal Nurſe has a conſider- 
able Share, in cheriſhing the ſeveral Tribes of Plants. 
It helps to transfuſe vegetable Vigour into the Trunk 
of the Oak, and a blooming Gaiety into the AE 
of the Roſe, 

The Air undertakes to convey to our Noſtrils 
the extremely ſubtil Zghvia, which tranſpire from 
| &doriferous Bodies. Thoſe detached Particles are ſo 
| B 2 imper- 


* Job xxxix. 18, 
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imperceptibly ſmall, that they would elude the moſt 
careful Hand, or eſcape the niceſt Eye. But this 
truſty. Depoſitary receives and eſeorts the inviſible Va- 
grants, without loſing ſo much as ar ſingle Atom. 
Entertaining Us, by this means, with the delightful 
Senſations, which ariſe from the Fragrance of Flow- 
ers; and admoniſhing Us, by the Tranſmiſſion of 
offenſtive Smells, to withdraw from an unwholeſome 
Situation, or bewate of any pernicious Food. 
The Air, by its undulating, Motion, conducts to 
our Ear all the Diverſiges of Seund; and, thereby 
diſcharges. the Duty of a moſt ſeaſonable and faith- 
ful Monitor. As I walk acroſs the Streets of Landon, 
with my Eye engaged on other Objects; a Dray, 
perhaps, with all its Load, is driving down directly 
upon me. Or, as Iride along the Road, muſing 
and unapprehenſive, a Chariot and ſix is whirling on, 
with a rapid Career, at the Heels ofemy Horſe. 
The Air, like 4. vigy/azt Friend, in pain for my 
, Welfare, immediately takes the Alarm: and, while 
che Danger is at a conſiderable Diſtance, diſpatches 
a. Courier to advertiſe me of the approaching Miſ- 
chief. It even thunders in my Ear ; 3 andy, with a c/a- 
mareus but &ind Importunity, urges. me FP? be uon 
my Guard, and provide for my Safeey. 
The Air watts to our Senſe all/the-Modulations of 
Muſir, and the more agreeable. Entertainments of 
refined Converſation. When AMAyriilla ſtrikes the 
filver Strings, and teaches the willing Harpſichard to 
warble with her, CREA T O R's Praiſe : When her 
ſacred Sonata warms the Heart with Devotion, and 
wings our Deſires to Heaven. When Cleora tunes 
her Song, or the Nightingale imitates her inchanting 
Voice: 
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Voce: 'when' fhe heightens every melodious Note, 
with her adored REDEEMER's Name; and fo 
| ſmooths her charming Tones, ſo breathes her rap- 
turous Sol, “ that GOD's own Ear liſtens de- 
lighted”. When Wiſdom takes it Seat on Mitio's 
Tongue; and flows, in perſpicuous Periods, and 
inſtructive Truths, amidſt the choſen Circle of his 
Acquaintance. When Benevolence, aſſociated” with 
Perſuaſion, dwell on Nicander's Lips; and plead the 
Caufe of injured Innocence, or oppreſſed Virtue.— - 
When Goodneſs, leagued with Happineſs, accom- 
pany Euſebius into the Pulpit; and reclaim the Li- 
bertine from the Slavery of his Vices; diſengage the 
Infidel from the Faſcinatiòn of his Prejudiecs; and ſo 
affectionately, ſo pathetically invite the whole Au- 
dience, to partake the unequaled Joys of pure Reli- 
gion. In all theſe Caſes, the Air diſtributes every 
muſical Variation with the utmoſt Exactneſs; and 
delivers the Speaker s Meſſage, with the moſt punc- 
tual Fidelity. Whereas, without this Internuntio, 
all would be ſullen and unmeaning Silence; We 
ſhould loſe both the Pleaſure and the Profit ; neither. 
be charmed with the harmoniqus, nor improved by 
my articulate Accents.” 8 
Tue Breezes of the Airs when vague: and u uncon- 
fined, are ſo very: gentle ; that they ſport with the 
moſt idoffentive Wine amidſt Oele s Locks, 
and ſcarce diſadjuſt A ſingle Curl. But, when collect- 
ed and applied by the Contrivance of Man, they act 
with ſuch, prodigious Force; as is ſufficient to whirl 
round the hugeſt Wheels, though clogged with the 
moſt incumbering Loads. They make the ponde- 
rous Millſtones move as ſwiftly, as the Dancer's 
B 3 Heel: 
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Heel: and the maſſy Beams play as nimbly, as the 
Muſician's Finger. 


If We climb, in Speculation, the higher Regions, 
We find an endleſs Succeſſion of Chuds, fed by Eva- 
porations from the Ocean. - The Clouds are them- 
ſelves a Kind of Ocean, ſuſpended in the Air with 
amazing Skill. They travel, in detached Parties, 
and in the Quality of ztinerant Ciſterns, round all the 
terreſtrial Globe. They ſructify, by proper Com- 
munications of Moiſture, the ſpacious Paſtures of 
the Wealthy; and gladden, with no leſs liberal 
Showers, the Cottager's little Spot. Nay, ſo con- 
"deſcending is the Benignity of their great Proprietor, 
that they ſatisfy the deſolate and waſle Ground; and 
cauſe, even in the moſt uncultivated Wilds, the Bud 
of the tender Herb to ſpring forth *, That the Na- 
tives of the lonely Defart, thoſe ſavage Herds which 
know no Maſter's Stall, may nevertheleſs experience 
the Care, and rejoice in the Dee, of an All- ſup- 
porting PAR ENT. 

How wonderful ! That the Water, which ; is much 
' denſer and far heavier than the Air, ſhould riſe into it; 
make its way through it; and take a Station in 
the very uppermoſt Regions of it! This, One 
would imagine, were almoſt as impoſſible, as for the 
Rivers to run back to their Source. Let Pro- 
vidence has contrived a way to render it not 
only practicable, but Matter of continual Oceur- 


, TENCE., 


How wonderful ! That pendent Lakes ſhould be 
diffuſed, or  flud Mountains heaped over our Heads; 
and 
Job. xxxviii. 27. | 
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and both ſuſtained in the thinneſt Parts of the pf 
moſphere ! We little- think of that ſutpriſing E 
dient, which, without Conduits of Stone, or Vell 
of Braſs, keeps . ſuch Loads of Water in 2 | buoyant 
State. Fob and Elihu coniſidered this, and were ſtruck 
with Rb Admiration. Dot thou know the Balancing 
of the Chad. How ſuch ponderous Bodies are made 
to hang with an even Poiſe, and hover like the lighteft 
Down ? Theſe are the wondrous Works of HTM, 
who i ts perfet? i in Knowledge *. He bindeth up the Waters 
in his thick Clouds; and the Chad, though” nothing i is 
more loofe and fluid, becomes, by his Almighty Order, 
ſtrong and tenacious as Calks of Iron; it it 1. nal rent r 
under all the Weight. \ TEIITISTE 
When the Sluices ate Al and the Walen 
deſcend, We might reaſonably ſuſpect; that they 
ſhould burſt forth in Cataracts, or pour themſelves 
out in Forfents. Whereas, inſtead of ſuch a diſ- 
ordetly and precipitate Effuſton, which would be in- 
finitely pernicious, they coaleſce into Gh, and 
are diſpenſed: in gentle Showers. They are oſten at- 
tenuated into the Smallneſs of a Hair t they ſpread 
themſelves, as if they were ſtrained 'throug h the 
Grifices of the fineſt aterifis* pot; Ahl tormthoſ 


ſmall Drops f Rain „ whith the Clouds diſtil upon Man 


— 8. Thus, inſtead of drowning the Barth, 


and ſweeping away its Fruits, they cheriſſi untvet- 


ſal Nature; and, in Conformity to the Practice of 

their great M AS cy r diſtribute theit humid Stores 

- ad. Gl 3 ob add B 4 ala! W 
* Job xxxvii. 16. + Job vrvi, 8. 

1 The Hebrew Words, which convey. the iges * 

gentle Rain, ſignify a Portion of Water, made ſmall as a 


Hair, or divided 1 {ne Millions of Parts, D fun 5 
Dru Xkxli. 2. a 
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6e Men. to Animals, and Vegetables, 4 a. a they. are 
able. „e beer them 


Beſides the + PREM of Water, here are cantoned 
various Parties of ind, mild or fierce, gen ntle or 


| boiſterous; furniſhed with breery 1 5 to fan the 


glowing . Firmament, and diffuſe Refr ment on a 
fainting. World: or elſe, fitted to act as an univerſal 
Beſam ;, and, by ſweeping the Chambers of the At- 
maſphere, to preſerve the fine aerial Fluid free from 
Fegulencięs, Without this wholeſome Agency of the 
Winds, the Ajr would ſtagnate; become putrid; 
and ſurrpund Us, in he literal Senſe of the Words, 
with Darkneſs that might be felt . Lenden, Paris, 
end all che great Cities in the World, inſtead of being 
ne Seats of Elegance, would degenerate into Sinks 
of Corruption. Nt 
At Sea, the Wings: ell the Mariner' Sails, and 
ſpgcd.his Courſe along the watery, Way : ſpeed it far 
tore eſfectually, than a thouſand Rowers, bending 
l tugging at the Oar.— By Land, 

Nee. of . an, immenſe Serd- (ans 


and ſcatter 


Malcijade:of Plans; which, though the Staff of. Life 


tamany: Animals, ars too {mall for the Mauggement, 
gt:teolmaganfor the Attention of Man.—HE bring - 
«th ha Hinds ut of bis Treafurigs t, is a very juſt Ob- 
torvs lion whether it relate to & OD's abſolutę: and 
unconbimlable Dominion cyer this moſt potent Me- 
toor; or to its welcome and ſalutary Influence on all 
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Here are Lightnings ſtationed. Though dormiane 
at prefent, they are in act to ſpring, and launch the 
livid Flame: whenever their piercing Flaſh is neceſ- 
ſary to deſtroy the ſulphureous Vapours or diſlodge 
any other noxious Matter, which might be prejudicial 
to the delicate Temperature of the Ether, and ob- 
ſcure its more than cryſtalline Franſparency. 8 
Above all is ſituate a radiant and majeſtie Orb, 
which inlightens the Tracts, chears the Inhabitants, 
and colours all the Productions of this habitable 
Globe. While the Air, by a ſingular Addreſs in 
managing the Rays, amplifies their Uſefulneſs: its 
rehlecting Power * augments that Heat, which is the 
Life of Nature; its r2fra#ing Power prolongs that 
Splendor, which is the Beauty of the Creation. 


nigue omnibus que oriuntur a Terra, Ventos? Quorum Flain 
nimii temperantur Calores, ab iiſdem etiam maritimi Car/us 
celeres & certi diriguntur. De Nat. Deor. Lib. II. 
The Air ista curious Coe, which, without oppref- 
ing the Inhabitants of the Earth with any perceivable 
Weight, | confines, reflects, and thereby increaſes the vi- 
vifying Heat of tlie Sun. The Air increaſes this kindly 
Heat, much in the' ſame manner as our Garments by 
Day, or Bed-clothes by Night, give additional Warmth 
to our Bodies, Whereas, when the atrial Veſtment 
grows thin, 105. to ſpeak more philoſophically, when the 

ir becomes leſs in nantity, and more attenuated in 
Quality, the folar Warmth is very ſenſibly diminiſhed. 
Travelers on che lofty Mountains of {merica; ſometimes 
experience, to their terrible Coſt, the Truth of this Ob- 
ſervation. Though the Clime, at the Foot of thoſe pro- 
digious Hills, js even hot and ſultry; yet on their Sum- 
mits, the Cold rages with ſucf exteſſive Severity, that it 
is n unuſual Calamity, for the Horſe and his Rider to 
be frozen to death.— We have therefore great Reaſon. to 
bleſs the Supreme DISPOSER of Things, for placing 
Us in the commodiout Concavity, or rather under the er | 
ag Wings of an Atmoſphere. 
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Theſe Emanations of Light, though formed- of in- 
active Matter, yet (aſtoniſhing Apparatus of Almighty 
Wiſdom!) are refined almoſt to the Subtiliy of Spirit, 
and are ſcarce inferior even to Thought in Speed, By 
which means, they ſpread themſclves, with a Kind of 
inftantaneous Swiſtneſs, through the Circumference 
of a whole Hemiſphere ;. and though they fill, wheres 
ever they pervade, yet they ſtraiten no Place, em- 
barraſs no One, incumber Nothing. 

Theſe give the Diamond its Brillianey, and the 
Velvet its Gloſs : to theſe the chearſul Eye. is obliged 
ſor its lively Sparkle, and the modeſt Cheek for its 
roſy Bluſh. Theſe, attending the judicious Touches 
of the Pencil, bid the Drapery flow, and the embodied 
Figure ariſe ; bid the Countenance wear the calm 
Serenity of Thought, or be agitated with the wild 
Tranſports of Paſſion. Without this Circumſtance 
of Golour, we ſhould want all the Entertainments of 
Viſion, and be at a Loſs to diſtinguiſh one Thing from 
another. We ſhould heſitate to pronqunce, and muſt 
take a little Journey to determine, whether yonder In- 
cloſure contains a Piece of Paſturage, or a Plot of a- 
rable Land. We ſhould queſtion, and could not very 
expeditiouſly reſolve, whether the - next Perſon We 
meet, be a Soldier in his Regimentals, of a Swain in 
his Holiday Suit? A Bride in her Ornaments; or a 
Widow in her Weeds. But Colour, like a particular 
Livery, characterizes the Claſs, to which every Indi - 
vidual belongs. It is the Label, which indicates, upon 
the firſt Inſpection, its reſpectiye Quality. It is the 
7 * which guides our * and directs our Hand *. 

1 2 We 
* This, I e ſuggeſts the tr true eule of thoſe noble 


Metaphors, uſed by the divine Speaker. 77 i; okay 2 
ay 
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We have curſorily ſurveyed the upper Namn of our 
great Habitation, and taken a Turn along the Ground- 


floor y if We deſcend into the ſubterraneous Lodg- 


ments, the Cellars of the ſtately Structure, We fhall 
there alſo find the moſt exquiſite Contrivance, acting 
in Concert with the moſt profuſe Goodneſs. Here 
are various Minerals, of ſovereign Efficacy in Me- 
dicine-: which rectify the vitiated Blood, and quicken 
the languid Spirits; which often rekindle the fading 
Bloom in the Virgin's Complexion, and reinvigorate 
the infeebled Arm of Manhood. — Here are Beds 
fraught with Metals of the richeſt Value. From hence 
come the golden Treaſures, from hence the filver 
Stores, which are the very Life of Traffic; and circu- 
late through the Body politic, as the vital Fluid through 
the animal Frame. Which, in the refining Hand of 
Charity, are Feet to the Lame, and Eyes tothe Blind, 
and make the Widow's Heart ſing for Joy.—Here 
are Mines, which yield a Metal of meaner Aſpect, 
| FEES II but 
Clay to the Seal, and they land as a Garment : It, the Earth, 
and all its ProduQions receive, from the rifing Sun, both 
Colour and Beauty. Juſtas the ſoft Clay, and the melt- 
ing Wax, receive an elegant Impreſſion from the Seal. — 
They (the Morning and the Day-ſpring, mentioned in a 
preceding Verſe);/and as 4 Garment ;' they act the Part of 
a megane and univerſal Clothing; give all, viſible 
Objects, their comely Aſpect, and graceful Diſtinctions. 
Fob xxxviii. 14. ; | <A 
What bold and fine Images are here !-—The Sea had 


been deſcribed. as an Ifant, changeable, froward, and 


impetuous, with thick Darkneſs for its Swadling- band. 
The Light is repreſented as an Handmaid, attending to 
dreſs the Creation; and executing, the -CREATOR's 
Orders, with a 7 737 that never fails, with a Speed 
that cannot be equ allet. 


14 
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but of a firmer Coheſion, and of ſuperidr Uſefulneſs. 
A Metal; that conſtitutes almoſt all the Implements, 
with which Art executes her various Deſigns: With- 
out the Aſfiſtance of Iron, Trade would be reduced 
0 the loweſt Ebb; Commerce would feel her Wings 
:clipped; and every s Species of mechanic Skill, either 
Utterly fail, or be miſerably bafſted. Without the 


Aﬀiſtance of Iron, it would be almoſt "impoſſible to 


rear the ſteady Maſt, to diſplay the daring Canvas or 


drop the faithful Anchor. Deftitute of this ever- 


needſul Commodity, we ſhould have no Plow to fur- 
row the Soil; no Shuttle to traverſe the Loom, ſcarce 
any re 55 N or Wy Utenſil for —y 
Life. a 

"Mee! is an iniexkaufied Fund of combuſtible Ma- 
terials , which ſupply the whole Nation with Fewel. 
Theſe prefent their Miniſtrations in the Kitchen; 
and yielding themſelves as Aliment to the Flame, 


render our Food both palatable and healthy.—Theſe 


offer their Service at the Forge; and, with their 


. piercing Heat, molify the moſt ſtubborn Bars, till 
they become pliant to the Stroke of the Hammer.— 
The Coals pour themſelves likewife into the Glas- 


houles. _ They rage, amidſt . thoſe. aſtoniſhing, Fur- 
naces, with irreſiſtible but uſeful Fierceneſs. They 
liquify even the'obdurate Flint, and make the moſt 
rigid Subſtances” far” more duélle, than the ſofteſt 


1 8 Clay, 


11 4 far the Bar, lays 855 onr bf it whe Bread: Corn, 
Vegetables; and Wh wer Food; ſpring from 
its Sarfaee. While . is turned up & it aber? Fire: 
its lower Parts N its deeper * ieJd-combulti- 
ble Materials; which àre eaſily FOOTER tito Fire, and 


adminiſter the moſt ſubſtantial F ewel for the Flame, Job 
xxviii. 5. 
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Clay, or the melting Wax: make them obſequious, 


not only to the lighteſt Touch, but to the Impreſſions 


of our very Breath. 

By this means, we are furniſhed, ard from the 
coarſeſt Ingredients, with the moſt curious, beautiful, 
and ſerviceable Manufacture in the World. A Ma- 
nufacture, which tranſmits the Light and Warmth 
of the Sun into our Houſes ; yet excludes the An- 
noyance of the Rains, and the Violence of the W inds. 
Which gives new Eyes to decrepit Age, and vaſtly 
more inlarged Views to Philoſophy and Science : which 
Jeads up the Aſtronomer's Diſcernment, even to the 
Satellites of Saturn; and carries down the Naturaliſt's 
Obſervation, as far as the Animalcule Race: bring- 
ing near what is immenſely remote, and making 
vilible what, to our unaſſiſted Sight, would be abſo- 
lutely imperceptible. 

We have alſo, when the Sun withdraws his Shin- 
ing, an Expedient to ſupply his Place. We. can 
create an artificial Day in our Rooms, and prolong 
our Studies, or purſue our Buſineſs, under its chear- 
ing Influence. With beaming Tapers and ruddy. 
Fires, We N the Daene and Nen * the 


Cold; 


* I can hardly bübenr tranſcribing the grateful and 
pious Remark, which Socrates makes on this Occaſion. 
Demonſtrating, from the advantageous and benign Co- 
ſtitution of Things, GO D's indulgent Care for Man- 
kind, He aſes; Te 3. x) 70 cg wogiaas vw, r e 
Linn.” eorix dg * ondlog, ounegſov % TeX waouy re xvnx, 

07% WPENEAG ward abge-. xa/zoxeuatorlas ; Nc yaue GuyeAov 3 
80 K Zoya , ove: anger ro Teo. Pray x enoiſο nalogity- 
geil. To which his Pupil very intelligently replies, 
Tree g Tel P Ie Vid. Socrat. Memor. Lib. IV. 
A Work, which may be ranked among the fineſt Remains 
of Antiquity. Equal, tis acknowledged, to any of the 

antient 


- 
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Cold; We cheriſh Converſation, and cultivate the 


ſocial Spirit. We render thoſe very Intervals of 
Time, ſome of the moſt delightful Portions of our 


Life, which otherwiſe. would be a joyleſs and un- 
improving Void. _ 

Theſe obſcure Caverns are the Birth-place of the 
moſt ſparkling Gems. Which, when nicely poliſhed, 
and prodigal of their Luſtre, ſtand Candidates for a 


Place on the royal Crown, or a Seat on the virtuous 


Fair One's Breaſt. And, I will not with our Men of 
Gallaatry ſay, emulate the living Brilliancy of her 
Eyes; but ſerve as a Foil, to ſet off the Loveligeſs 
and | Excellency of her accompliſhed Mind, and 
amiable Converſation : whoſe Price, according to the 
unerring Eſtimate of Inſpiration, is ſuperior to Sap- 

phires, is far above Rubies x. 
Here are Quarries, ſtocked with Stones, Grice in 
Beauty to the Jeweler's Ware, but much more emi- 
nently beneficial, Which, when properly. ranged, 
and 


antient Conipolition in Parigy' of Style, and Dignity of 
Sentiment. Superior, I think, to them all, for the artful, 
delicate, and happy Manner of | conveying Inſtruction. 

I wiſh, the Author of the preceding Dia ogues had been 
better acquainted with the Socratic Method; and I could 
wiſh, that young Students for the Miniſtry would adopt 
the Skill of this heathen Philoſopher. Perhaps, no Qua- 
Lication of human Growth, would more effectually con- 
tribute to render them, what St. Paul ſtyles Szxl;.—lt 


ſeems to be the moſt infinuating | and ſucceſs ul Way both 
to convince and inſtruct. Nay, it convinces the 31 


nent out of his own Mouth, and makes the Pupil inſtruct 

himſelf. It i is what the TEACHER ſent from GOD 

practiſed, in thoſe incomparable Sketches of oblig ing 

and maſterly Addreſs, The Parable of the wo Debs tors, 

and ok the I Samaritan, Luke vii. 41. Luke x. 30. 
Prov. xxxi. 10. 
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and cemented with a tenacious Mortar, form the 
convenient Abodes of Peace, and build the ſtrongeſt 
Fortifications of War: defending Us from the In- 
elemencies of the Weather, and the more formidable 

Aſſaults of our Enemies. Theſe conſtitute the Arches 

of the Bridge, which convey the Traveler, with per- 

fect Security, over the deep and rapid Stream. Theſe 
ſtrengthen the Arms, the ſtupendous Arms, of the 
Mole; which ſtretch themſelves far into the Ocean, | 
break the Impetuoſity of the Surge, and ſcreen -the | 
Bark from tempeſtuous Seas. Theſe ſtony Treaſures | 
are comparatively ſoft, while they continue in the 

Bowels of the Earth; but acquire an increafing 
Hardneſs, when expoſed to the open Air. Was this 
remarkable Peculiarity reverſed, what Difficulties 

would attend the Labours of the Maſon ? His Ma- 

terials could not be extracted from their Bed, nor 
faſhioned for his Purpoſe, without infinite Toit. 

Were his Work completed, it could not long with- 

ſtand the Fury of the Elements; but inſenſibly moul- 

dering, or inceſſantly decaying, would elude the Ex- 
pectations of the Owner; perhaps, might prove an 
immature Grave, inſtead of a durable Dwelling. 

Here are various Aſſortments or vaſt Layers of Clay. 
Which however contemptible in its Appearance, is 
abundantly more advantageous, than the Rocks of 
Diamond, or the Veins of Gold. This is moulded, 
with great Expedition and Eaſe, into Veſſels of any 
Shape, and of almoſt every Size. Some, fo deli- 
cately fine, that they compoſe the moſt elegant and 
ornamental Furniture, for the Tea-table of a Prin- 
ceſs. Others, ſo remarkably cheap, that they are 
ranged on the Shelves, and miniſter at the Meals, of 

| 3 the 
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the pooreſt Praſant. All fo perfectly neat, that no 
Liquid takes the leaſt Paint, nor the niceſt Palate 
ay Diguſt, from their cleanly Ser ices. 

A Multiplicity of other. valuable Stores, are locked 
kh Fey Providence, in thoſe ample: Vaults., 'T tie Key 
of all is committed to the Management of Induſtry; 


with free Permiſſion to produce each particular Spe- 


cies, as Neceſſity ſhall demand, of Prudence direct. 

Wich ſhall we moſt admire, the bountiful Heart, 
the liberal Hand, or the All- diſcerning Eye of our 
Great CREATOR? How: obſervable and ad- 
mirable is his Precaution, in removing, theſe. uſeful 
but cumbrous. Wares, from the Superficies; and 
towing them, in proper Repoſitories, beneath the 
Ground! Were they ſcattered over the Surface of the 
Soil the Katth would be embarraſſed with the enor- 
mous Lond. Our Roads would be blocked up, and 
fearce any Portion left free for the Operations of 
Huſbandry.— Were they buried extremely deep, or 
ſunk to the Center of the Globe, it would. coſt Us 


immenſe Pains to procure them; or rather, they 


would be quite inacceſſible.— Were they uniformly 
ſpread into a Pavement for Nature; the Trees could 
not ſtrike their Roots, nor the Herbs ſhoot their 
Blades, but univerſal. Sterility muſt enſue, —W hereas, 


by their prefers Diſpoſition, they furniſh Us with a 


Magazine of metalfſc, without cauſing any Diminu— 
tion of our vegetable Treaſures. Foſſils of every 
ſplendid 2nd. ſerviceable Kind enrich the Boꝛuels, while 
$2099) and Wender embelliſh the Face of the Earth. 


8⁰ W is the Arrangement of this grand 
Edifice! So beneficent the Deſtination of its whole 
Fur- 
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* Furniture ! In which, all is regulated with conſum- 
mate Skill, and touched into the higheſt Perfection. 


All moſt exactly adapted to the various Intentions of 
Providence, and the manifold Exigencies of Man- 


kind: to ſupply every Want, We can eel; and gratify 
every Miß, We can form. 

Inſomuch that the whole Syſtem affords a favourite 
and exalted Topic of Praiſe, even to thoſe diſtin gaiſh- 
ed Beings, who Hand on the Sea of Glaſt, and have 
the Harps of GO D in their Hands. They lift their 
Voice and ſing, Great and marvelous art thy Works, 
O LOR D GOD Almighty + And is there not 


Reaſon, my Aſpaſio would ſay, infinite Reaſon, fot 


Us to join this triumpbant Choir; and add 'Gratiti de 
to our Wonder, Love to our Hallelufahs'? Since all 
theſe Things ate to Us, not merely Objects of Con- 
templation, but Sources of Accommodation: hot only 
4 majeſtic Spectacle, bright with the Diſplay of our 
CREATO R's Wiſdom, but an ineſtiaiable Gi 
rich with the Emanations of his Goodneſs. Th 


Earth hath He et before the Iahabitants of Glory, 
V 0 1. III. C dut 


Ivy 6 


No Notice is un. the * in this little Rent. 


7 


| Rell of Nature's Wealth; becauſe, a_diſtin& Sketch is 


ven of that rand Receptacle and i its principal Services, 

n LETTER I | 

+ New. xv. 3. Great. and. marvelous are thy Werks, O 
LORD GOD Almighty! uf and: tras ar; thy. Way, 
Thou KING of Saints } The firſt Part ſeems to m 
what the inſpired Writer calls, The Sang of Mojes. 6 
ſecond contains, what he ſtyles, The Song 27 the L4 . 
The firſt, I ſhould imagine, relates to the ſtupendous 


Works of Creation. The ſecond alludes to the far more 


wonderful Scheme of Redemption. 1 former, deſcri- 
bing the Syſtem of Nature, is recorded by Moſes; the 


latter, comprehending the Salvation of the Saints, a ac- | 
compliſhed by CHRIST, 
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but tb Earth hath. he given to the Children of Men 8 RY 
Having givenjUs Ourſelves; given Us a World; 4 
He not a Right, a moſt unqueſtionable and cunt 'Y 
Right, to make that tender Demand! ? My Son, gave p 
me toy. Heart t. 

Shall I add another Paſfage ? Which, IE) with 7 
apy. but the LſtParagraph, will be like the Head , 
Gals, . eminent and conlpicuous on Feet of Iran and 
G. It is taken from the fineſt philoſophical Ora- $ 
tion, that e eyer was made. LI never read it, but with 9 
2. Glow of Delight, and with Impreſſions of A we. 

It is, in ſhort, .inimitably ſpirited and -ſubhme.— 
Nau think, perhaps; I aft an impolitic Part, in being 

ay] 19057 my N ; and that the Quotation muſt 
8 ei 4 ſuch, an an Aggrandizing .| Introduction. But 

Lam unde rn Apprehenſiong of this Kind. F or- 
925 to pe delj jghted, i if You can; ceaſe to admire, af 
Ju can; "When You bear OMNISCIENCE 

190 d lain. I hat, on the Sight of, this univerſal 
abcic, Emerging out of Nothing, T HE MO RN 
ING ens SANG TOGETHER, AN.D ALL 
zf SONS oF GOD: 8. HOUT ED FOR 1971 

c fem was ſo graceful, ſo magnificent, and, in 
: fs exqbiſttely finiſhed ; that the moſt 
LE: bee ai thatched) wet tranſported. 
They Ene not how to expreſs themſelves on the 
great. ccaſion, bur, Shouts” of Exultation, and 
Os Prager“, IN poſhble for Imagination to con- 
AN e Pac, e highs. {9 beautifully 
Mel am ure, after ſo much Delicacy, and 


Wm Sentiment; any Thing of mine muſt be 
giom z 4:0 22 bIIIA BHO <a) . wi 0 
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| intolerably flat; unleſs. Lou will except, this one 
Profeſſion, that I am, with the moſt cordial vin- 


ceritys . 
*% | , ah dear Aſpaſio, 
10 F = inviolably yours, 4 
s | b ebene e asset 
of 5 ? ? inn 45 Cr a | 
124 
th I OW DES 8 
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5h deer Tuz xo, 

F. You write with ſuch a View, and from ſuch a 

Motive, as are mentioned i in your laſt, expect no 
more free-will Offerings from my Pen. In this 
one Inſtance, I ſhall thihk it my Duty to be co- 
vetous. I ſhall act the Miſer out of Principle; 
and hardly perſuade myſelf to part with a ſingle 
Line, till it is become an undeniable Debt. I muſt 
turn, your own Artifice on Yourſelf ; and lay You 
under a Neceſfity of obliging, entertaining, and edi- 
fin Jing me by your Correſpondence. : 

5 give me Leave to aſſure You, that I am 
always delighted, and always improved by your Epi- 
ſtles. They ſhew me a Multitude of Beauties in 
the Creation, which I ſhould not otherwiſe have. 
diſcerned. They point out the infinite Power, the 
unſearchable | Wiſdom, and the charmingly rich 
Goodneſs of the glorious MAKER. Such a 
Philoſophy; turns. all Nature into à School of In- 

8 ſtruction, 
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fays; Stand flill, and conſider the wondrous Works of 
GOD®.—Willingly J obey the Admonition : the 


let me attempt the other.—You have ſurveyed ma- 


Manſion ; void of all Deſect; and, for the Pur. 


the Proviſion made for indigent and guilty Souls, 


ſtruction, and is an excellent Handmaid to true Re- 
ligion. It makes every Object a Step, better than 
a golden Step, to raiſe both our Knowledge and our 
Affections to the adorable and immortal CAUSE 
of all. 

While I am roving heedlefly along, your Re- 
marks often interpoſe, like ſome intelligent faithful 
Monitor, who claps his Hand upon my Breaſt, and 


Chriſtian may, with peculiar Complacency, confider 
this grand Magazine of Wonders, this copious 
Store-houſe of Bleflings ; - and, conſcious of an In- 
tereſt in FESUS, has a Right to call them all 
his own +, He may look round upon preſent Things; 
look forward unto future Things ; and, truſting in 
his SAVIOUR's Merit, may confidently ſay— 
Not one only, but bath theſe Worlds are mine. 
« By Virtue of my REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs, 
Life; and, on the ſame un Footing, 1 and 
« intitled to the inconceivable Felicity of a better.” 
Surely then it will be as pleaſing an Employ, and 
as important a Search, to examine the Validity of our 
Title to future Things, as to eſtimate the Value of 
our preſent Poſſeſſions. You have executed the one, 


terial Nature. It appears to be a fair and ſtately 


poſes which -it is intended to anſwer, completely 
finiſhed. Is not our SAVIOUR's Obedience, 


equally 


Job xxxvii. 14. 1 Cor. iii. 2. 
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equally rich and equally perfect? Since this is ever- 
laſting and immutable ; ſince the other is tranſient 
and periſhable ; doubtleſs We may argue with the 
judicious Apoſtle : IF that which is to be done away, 


which will ſoon be conſigned over to Diſſolution, is 


glorious; much more that which remaineth, whoſe 
bleſſed Effects continue to eternal Ages is glorious “. 

We are every One, as an unclean Thing + Our 
very N ature is contaminated. Even Sanctification, 
though it deſtroys the reigning; does not wholly ſu- 
perſede the polluting Power of Iniquity. So that 
whatever Graces We exerciſe, whatever Duties We 
perform, (like the Rays of Light tranſmitted through 
coloured Glaſs, or like generous Wine ſtreaming 
from a defiled Caſk) they receive ſome improper Tinge, 
or contract ſome debaſing Taint. But CHRIST 
was intirely free from this 1 Contagion. He had 
no erroneous Apprehenſions in his Mind, no corrupt 
Bias upon his Will, nor any irregular Concupiſcence 
in his Aﬀections. 

Being thus perſectly undefiled, He did no Sin, nei- 
ther was Guile. found in his Mouth t. All his Thoughts 
were innocent, all his Words were irreproachable, 
and every Action blameleſs. The moſt accompliſhed 
among the Children of Men, when ſurpriſed in ſome 
unguarded Moment, or aſſaulted on ſome weak Side, 
have been betrayed into Error, or hurried into Sin. 
Even Moſes ſpake unadviſedly with his Lips; and 
Aaron, the Saint of the LORD, warped to idola- 
trous Practices. They were like ſome ſtagnating 
Late; in which, the Dregs being ſubſided, the Wa- 
ters appear cena 3 but when ftirred by Temptation, 


'*2 Cor, iii. 11. f IIa. Iniv.6, f 1 Pet. fl. 2 
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38 As PASTO 7% Tarron, Let. 7: 
or agitated by Affictjon, the Sediment riſes, and the 


Pool is diſcolouted. Wheteas, CHRIST" miy be 


compared to a Fountain, that is all Tranſparency, 
and pure to the very Bottom; which, however 
ſhaken, however diſturbed, is nothing but fluid 
Cryſtal ; permanently and invariably clear, © 
It was a ſmall Thing for the bleſſed F ESU S, to 


have no depraved Propenſity ; He was born in a State 


of confimmate Rectitude, and adornet with all the 
Beauties of Hdlidefs. HOETNESS TO THF 
LORD was inſeribed, not on the Mitre, but on 
the Heart of our great I GH PRIEST. There- 
fore He is ſtyled by the Angelic Harbinger of his 
Birth, THAT HOLY THING *®: —In' the 
Propiecy. of Zechariah, the Dignity ef our RE- 

FP EME R's Nature, ard the Perfection? of his 
Obedience, are diſplayed by the &miſitude of a Stone , 
adorned with exquifite Engraving. Wrought,” not 
by Bealee or Ahsliab, though divinely inſpired Ar- 
tiſts, but by the Finger of EHOVAH Himſelf; 
and more highly finiſhed, than ft is pofffiblè for hu- 
man Skin to equal, or human Thbught to-ceaneetve. 
eee de, ne ic s oni TN 
bE S192. Tom 34Þl dental ff AOL vagus bus 
b ® Lake 1. 3 

he State of all other Births ; and implies the uniwerſal 
Prevalence of original Corruption, this one Inſtance onl 
excepted. , For, if other Infants were holy at their ff 
mation, and made after the Image 6f G'OD}>this 
Rentark bad been trivial and impertment, if not jo 
and bualaſque, like ſaying with, great Solemnity; „The 
Huld ſhall bave a Mouth and a Head ; aye, and Eyes 
© in the one, and Lips to the other.” ONT 
7 Zechary. iii. . Behold the Stone that I have laid before 
Foſpun : upon one Stone call be ſeven Eyes; behold! I wxill 


< 


1 . > * 


engrave the Graving thereof, ſaith the LO R D of Hoſts, and 


[hull Femove the Iniquity" of that Land it ane Day. © 


5. —Which is ſpoken; in Cantradiſinctiom to 


Let. 7. AsPaASTO 78 EwixoR. 39 
The whole Tenour of our L OR D/s\@ondutt, 
was a living Exemplification of Piety and Morality, 
in their moſt! exten/wve Branches, and moſt» amiable 
Forms. Saints of the [higheſt Attainments,; have 
fallen ſhort, of the Glory of GOD; have been far 
from reaching the exalted Standard of his Predepts. 
But CHRIST failed. in mo Point, came:ſhortin 
no Degree. We formerly obſerved the great Sub- 
limity, and vaſt Extent of the divine Law. From 
whence appears the extreme Difficulty, nay the utter 
Impoſſibility of our Juſtification, on Account-af any 
Duties performed by ourſelves. How ſhould weire- 
joice then to contemplate the vicarious Righteouſneſa 
of our condeſcending, and advrable SU RETN 
As the Mercy-ſeat was exactly commenſurate to the 
Dimenſions of the Ark; fo did our. L OR D's Obe 
dience moſt fully quadrate with all and every-De- 
mand, of the divine Law. It flawed ſrom thoſe beſt 
of Principles, ; ſupreme, Love to a OD; a un- 
feigned Affection to Mankind. „% 55 
138 Abe Bol 1 gil 

Prom theſe two capital Soufggt let Uecthage: oup 
LORD's Obedience, through ſeme little Pant! of 
its illuſtrious Progreſs.— His Delight ip- & OD was 
conſpicuous, even ſrom his carly Nears. O The ſaered 
Solemnitigs of the Sanctuary were mores engaging 
to his youthful Mind, than all, the Entertainmenth 
a Feſtival —When, He entered upon his Miniſteg; 
whole Nights were not too hong for hs eopiaus. Ne 
votions. The. lonely Retiramgnts-@f the Deſattn ias 
affording Opportunity for undiſturhed Gomnmunio 
with GOD, were more deſirable to CHRIST, 
than the pauſes of an es World. 


det +, C4, * e | So 
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rr e cralcleſ and tranſcendent was his Love to 
[3 ' GOD, that He never ſought any ſeparate Pleaſure 

- of his on; but always did thoſe Things, which 
„ Mee FAT HE R's Sight. His own 
i i " WMill was intirely abſorpt in the Will of the MOST 
HIGH; and 17 was his Meat and Drink, refreſhing 

326 . or as royal Dain · 

a ties, toi finiſh the Work that was given Him to do *. 

5 ; if 80 initrely devoted to the Honour of GOD, 
| er a Zeal for his Houſe, and for the Purity of 
1 his Ordinances, is repreſented by the evangelical 
Hiſtorian, as' eating Him up+. Like a heavenly 
Flame, glowing in his Breaſt, it ſometimes fired 
Him with a gracefuf Indignation; ſometimes melted 


W Him into godly Sorrow; and, by exerting itſelf in 
ni Variety of en er conſumed his No 
38 

7 Spies, 


+ 


i g i H 80 ative ani darahitied was the Obedience of BY 

| bleſſed F BSUS, that the Sun did not enter upon his 
Fr 355 with a more conſtant Aſſiduity, nor diſpatch 
his Buſineſs with greater Expedition: and ſure I am, 
thut fackant Luminary never diſpenſed Beams, half 
* bright, or a thouſandth Part ſo beneficial bort 
' was bie Span, but hot grand and extenſive were his 
Seroives. 80 grand, that they bring more Glory to 
oc: (633% than all the Adminiſtrations of Providence, 
nd a the Phnemena of Nature, | 80 extenſor, 
that ſpread; in their gracious Efficacy , to the 
TE 1 Earth, and to the cloſing Period of 
1 May, they will diffuſe their Dleſſed In- 
W r inen World, and have no 
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other Limits of their Duration than the Ages of 
Eternity. The . | | 

Moſt affectionately concerned for the Welfare of 
Mankind, He ſpent his Strength, not barely in re- 
lieving them, when his Aid was implored; but in 
ſeeking the Afflicted, and offering his Aſſiſtance. 
With great Fatigue *, He traveled to remote Cities; 
and with no leſs Condeſcenſion, He viſited the 
meaneſt Villages; that All might have the Benefit 
and Comfort of his Preſence. Though Multitudes of 
miſerable Objects were brought to Him from every 


Quarter, yet he was pleaſed even to prevent the 
Wiſhes of the Diſtreſſed, and went about doing Good. 


He gave Sight +, and all the agreeable Scenes of 
Nature, to the Blind; Health, and all the choice 


| Com: 


FES Us being weary with his Journey, wabeGdo ds. 
John iv. 6.—vlo is thus explained by a Greek Commen- 
tator, anus, x ws touxs, Our LORD ſat down, 
without Ceremony and without Complaint, even on the 
rough Place: contented to uſe it, juſt as He found it ; 
neither deſiring a ſofter Seat, nor wiſhing for any bet- 
ter Accommodation.— I rather think, 1 Adverb re- 
fers to the preceding Adjective zezomiaxu;, Which fig - 
nifies a State of very great Fatigue; weakening a 
Perſon to ſuch a Degree, that He can hardly walk with 
Heady Steps, or even ſit in an «pright Attitude, The ſa- 
cred Hiſtorian ſeems to mean, that our LORD ſat in 
ſuch a Poſture, as ſpoke the Laſſitude of his Body; 
declared the Failure of his Spirits; and Seb, Him to 
be ſpent with the Heat of the Day; and the Toil of 
Traveling. Which Circumſtance gives a moſt beautiful 
gown to his Charity and Zeal, ſo generouſly. and 
ſo ſucceſsfully exerted in the following Conference. 

IEC. Eyapiocio To Baeruas, is the delicate and noble Expreſſion 

of the Evangeliſt, Lale vii. 21. He made them @ Prejent 

of Sight. Silver and Gold had He none; but theſe were 
is Gifts; ſuch were his Alms. | ; 


5 
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Comforts of Life, to the Diſeaſed. He: expelled 


malevolent raging Dæmons; and reſtored, what is 


more precious hobo the Light 'of the Body, lor the 


Vigaur of the Conſtitution, the calm Poſſeſſion of the 
intellectual Fatulties.— What greatly furpnſſed alt the 


preceding Bleſſings, He releaſed the wretched Soul 


from the Dominion of Darkneſs, and from the Ty- 
ranny of Sin. He made his Followers Partakers of 
a divine Nature, and prepared them: fat. a State of 
eee, Þ 2d bo thehar f 
. (Such; priceleſs; Treaſures of Wisdom 1 ae 
Ecenge flowed, from his Langue, and were poured 
ſrom his Hands! — How different theſe Friumphs of 
Mercy, from the Trophies erected, by wild Ambition, 
in the bloody, Field ! If Heathens celebrated, thoſe 
I Butchers, ws made Cities their Slaughter- 
houſe ; made half the Globe their Shambles ; and 
meaſuttd:their-Mefit, By the Devaſtations they ſpread ; 
h6w'ſhorlld Chri/7iarr a@mire this heavehly BENE- 
EACT OR, who, roſe upon a, wretghed , World, 
wü Healing under dis Wings! Who chſtributed, 
far ant meat, the unſpeakably rich Gifts of Know: 
| ledge Ames, of temporal Happincl We cee 
D 
ee e A his fide Work, 


£ jog his hourly,” his'almoſt inceſſeht Em- 


Me ametigzes,: We hear bim preaghing 1 in the 
Temple, „ ublſhing bis glad Tidings-in the Sy- 
nagopues|: Born times, We fee him teaching 50 
Fate Houſe: 'of btipes forth the God Things gf 
Sen On Ide Deck. ofa Ship. 15 abe, T 
He takesa Mountain for bis Pulpit; the Heavens are 
his 80 Dandjn -board 3 and all that have 2 ars to "bear, 
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are invited to be his Audience. Does He lay aſide 


this folemn Office? It is only to catry on the ſame 
Defi ign, in 2 more condeſcending And familiur Man- 


Her. 17 Hel mect- with he Phariſees, He diſcovers 


their Errors, aid reproves their Vices; He confutes 
their Objections, and (in caſe they are not abſolutely 
inacceſſible to wiſe Counſel) rectifies their Miſtakes. 


If He vouchfafes to be preſent at a Feaſt, He fur- 


niſhes the licheſt, ineomparabſy the richeſt Part of 
the Treat. Hon and Milt are under his Tongue *. 
He inculcates Lowlineſs of Mind on the Vain +; He 
recommends diſintereſted Charity to the Selfiſh ; 
and promiſes Pardon t6 the weeping Penitent J. —Is 
He retired from other Company, and ſurrounded only 
by his chofen Attendants? His Convetſation is a 
Sermon. Wetlier He fit in the inner Chamber; or 
travel on the publid Road; or walk through the Corn? 
fields, He is fill proſecuting his great Work; train- 
ing up his Diſciples for te ſacred F en 1 and 
imparting to tien, What they ray communicate to 
Others:—Ts He retired" from a Company? Even 
then He does not Hfeontinue his Dabours! of Love, 
but adds the fervent Interceſſions of the Night, to 
the charitable Toils. of of the Day. Ves, when all but 


Himfelf, lay ſunk in Toft” Repoſe; this, AD VO,: 


CATE, 2 a guilty; Wald, Was. engaged in. an 
Exereiſe of — — ; which, though ſecret and 


utiobſetved zs the Mifin Des; was far more bene 
ficial to our belt Inte ere * ce Reh h. 
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Moſt charming and unparalleled Benignity ! He 
forgot his daily Food, negli#ed his neceſſary Reſt, to 
ſpend and be ſpent ſor the Salvation of Mankind, 
Neither the Hardſhips of continual Self-denial, nor 
the Calummies of invenomed . Tongues, could divert 
Him from purſuing this favourite Buſineſs. — He 
fought none of your Honours, coveted none of your 
Rewards; O ye Children of Men] What He ſought, 
what He coveted, was, to wear out his Life in your 
Service; and lay it down for your Ranſom. This 
was all his Deſire, and this indeed He deſired ear- 
neſtly. He Janged (beneficent, bleſſed BEING!) 
He Jonged for the fatal Hour, He ſeverely rebuked 
one of his Diſciples, who would have diſſuaded Him 
from going as a Voluntier to the Croſs. He was 
eyen Araitened *, under 2 Kind of holy Uneaſineſe, 
till the dreadful Work was accompliſhed ; z till He was 
baptiſed with the Baptifm of his Sufferings, bathed in 
Blood, and plunged in Death. 

By chis moſt mexitorious Obedience and Death, 
what did He not deſerve ?. What did He not procure? 


e thoſe ineſtimable Akan t hg Pardon of 
494 111 1. th 3 9 27 0413 31 13t5] 3 ; hers 


2 415 Al. o. The o inal Word aerger 

to expreſs 8 e origi a Perfon, w. ones 1 5 
evety Side, by a tumultuous Throng of People. His 
Hands are (hampered, and his Body is confined in a 
moving Priſon: He is cruſhed, and hurried to and fro: 

He pants for Breath, and is almoſt ſtifled in the Croyd.— 
How mult fuch a One long to be diſengaged from theſe 
ery uneaſy Circumſtances ! With equal Ardour did our 
moſt beneficent LOR D defire thoſe Sufferings, which 
Were to overwhelm Him with Diſtreſs, but exalt Us to 
Happineſs ; were to bathe his Limbs in Blood, but 
cleanſe our .Souls from Sig.—Os e, ſays the ſame 


Hiftotjan, chf. o x; amoMCuen, n 45. [4 
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Sin, and Reconciliation with; GO D. Procureu 
them (O! Love unmerited and Wee for 
Prodigals, for Traitors, for Rebels. — To this it is 
owing, that We, who were Enemies againſt GOD, 
may call the KING of Heaven our Father; may 
have free Acceſs to Him in all our Difficulties ; and 
may hope to reign with Him. in everlaſting, Glory. 
Was ever, Goodneſs like this Goodneſs, *.? Were 
ever Bleflings comparable to theſe Bleſſings ? or pur- 
chaſed with ſuch a Price? Hide, hide, your diminifh- 
ed Heads, ye little tranſitory Donations of Silver 
.and Gold. The Riches. of a thouſand Mines, be- 
ſtowed to feed the Hungry and clothe the Naked, 
are the moſt contemptible Trifles, if mentioned with 
the Charity of the teaching, the healing, the bleeding 
JESUS. Kingdoms given away in Alms, if view- 
ed with this infinitely noble Beneficence, would make 
Juſt the ſame Fi iure, as a Spark from the Summer- 
3 hearth, 


* * 


32 Cad, it is true, devoted Himſelf to Death FE the 
Athenians ; ; and Curtius threw Himſelf into the yawn 
Gulf, for the Preſervation of the Romans.—But the 
died, being mere Creatures, and wilty Creatures : ne 
as, the dying FESUS was perfecll innocent, and ſu- 
pre mely g 1 — Theſe died, only a tle before their 
Time: — H RIST died, though He had Life in'Him- 
ſelf, and None could bats taken it from Him, had He 
not voluntarily reſigned it. Theſe died for their valuable 
Friends, for their affectionate Relations, for their native 
Country: but CHRIST died for Slaves, for Enemies, 
for the Uagadly y.——They died an honourable Death: but 
CHRIST ſubmitted to the moſt ignominious Execution; 
CHRIST died under the Imputation of horrid Crimes, 
and in the Form of an execrab/e MalefaQor.—In all theſe 
Inſtances, as the Heavens are higher than the Earth, ſo 
is CH RES s Love greater than their ure ; 117 — 
lanthropy. than their me ie big 


46 ASA Tuzron. Let. . 


e under tlie patent and boundleſs Blaze of 
Noon. This is r K _ 
__ | _— 5K 10 1% 
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„ Amidſt al hel Miracles of öde wy of Love, 
any: one of Which would have intitled Him to univer- 
ſal Admiration, aft everlaſting Honour) how un- 
bie was our SAVIOUR! O HumilityVirtue 
dear to the moſt High GOD, and peculiarly amia- 
dle in Men — never didft Thou appear in ſo charming 
a Dreſs, or ſo ſtriking a Light. 
At his Birth, not accommodated with a maghificent 
Palace, but lodged in a Stable, and laid in a —. 8 
i—As He advanced in Veats, not attended wit 
reyal Equipage, or ſupplied from a rojal Reveniſe 3 
but labouring with his own Hands, and earning his 
Bread by the Sweat” of his Brow. When He en- 
tered upon his miniſterial Office, not the leaſt oſtenta- 
tious Parade appeared, in the Performance of all his 
wonderful Works. So far, fo very far from affecting 
the Acclamations of the Populace, that He often im- 
| ous Silence < on : thoſe unſpeakably indebted Lips, 


3 which 


# Epb..i ii. 19. Tbis Riprafibs, a ni the \princigat 
Cincumitange of Superiority hinted i in the precedin g Note, 
are founded on the Piuinity of our LORD. And in- 
deed: the Expreſſion is ſcarce juſtifiable, the Aſſertion is 
hardly true, upon any other Suppoſition. A Creature 
dying for a Creature, is, though 3 yet not incompre- 
beni ble Guodneſs. But, when We view the Sufferings 


of CHRIST, and the Bleſſings of Redem Pr de 22 


rounded with all the Splendor: of: the DE I 
Aan le our Ungcetanding,\ and fill Us with holy Alg. 
niſkment--{iVhey! appeat to be che Effects of a Love, 
never to be ſpoke of but in the Language of Wonder, 
never to be thought of bat with an Extaſy of Delight. 
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Let. 7. A$sP4AS10 % THERON. 47 


which were ready to overflow with Praiſe, and wou 
fain have been the Trumpets of his Fame. 

Though a Voice from Heaven progieng 
The BELOV-ED of his Almighty FAT HER; 
He diſdained not to own the ignoble Character of the 
Carpenter's Son *. Though PRINCE, of, the, Kings 
of the Earth, He condefcended to waſn the Feet of 
mean Fiſhermen, and vile Sinners +. Though P R Q- 
PRIETOR and LORD of the whole World,; 


He was content to be more deſtitute than the Fowls 
/ of the Air, or the Foxes of the Deſart 4: more deſti- 


tute (aſtoniſhing Abaſement ) than ths molt :n/z2n7- 
ficant and, moſt hated Animals. 

Grandeur, We find, is apt to . Expectations 
of ſuperior. Regard: - conſequently, gives a keener 
Edge to every Affront, and renders the Mind more 

tenderly ſenſible of every Diſreſpect, But our LORD's 
Meekneſ5. was as great as his Dignity 3 and that, 


| throughout a Series of ſuch'un/ufferable Provocations, 


as were equaled by nothing, but the Sweetnels of his 
Forgiving Grace, 

When rudely affronted, He calmly bo od 
kindly overlooked the Inſult. When contradicted by 
petulent and preſumptuous Sinners, He endured, with 
the utmoſt Serenity of Temper, their unreaſonable 
Cavils, and their obſtinate Perverſeneſs. When his 
Invitations; his moſt endearing Invitations,” were 
ungrateſully and ſtubbornly rejected; inſtead of re- 
mitting, He renewed them; and, with ſtill warmer 
Affection, importuned his Heaters, not to forſake 
their own Mercies, nor to forego rhein oum Felicity. — 
W wax all the winning Arts of Perſuaſion were in- 

effectual, 

* 


ane 2 1 92. 2 i 1 


Matt. ri, 55 + 4 Xii. 14. 1 Matt. vii. 20. 


48 As PASTO % TRHERON. Let. 7, 
effectual, He added his Tears to his ſlighted Intreaties; 
and lamented as a Brother, when feorafully repulſed 
as a Teacher. 

Though his Diſciples ſlept, ſtupidly ſlept, when his 
bitter Cries pierced the Clouds, and were enough to 
awaken the very Stones into Compaſſion; did their ® 
divine but flighted MASTER leſent the Unkind- - 
neſs? Did he refuſe to admit an Excuſe for their 
Neglect? Yea, He made their Excuſe; and that the Y 
moſt tender and gracious imaginable ; The Spirit is 1 
willing, but the Fleſh is weak *x .- When his Enemies 
had nailed Him to the Croſs, as the baſeſt Slave, and 
moſt flagitious Malefactor; when they were elutting 
their Malice, with his Torments and Blood ; and 
ſpared not to revile Him, even in his laſt expiring 
Agonies; far, very far from being exaſperated, this 
HERO of Heaven repaid all their Contempt and 
Barbarity, with the moſt fervent and effectual Suppli- 
cations in their Behalf, FATHER, forgive them, 
was his Prayer: for, they know not what: * do fy 
was his Plea. 

Nor was his Re/ignation leſs exemplary ht, his 
Meekneſs. He went out to meet Afflictions, when 
they. came in his FATHER's Name, and com- 
- miffioned from his FATHER's Hand. He gave, 
without the leaſt Reluctance, his Back to the Smiters, 
and hid not his Face from Shame and Spitting. 
Though his Soul, his very Soul was penetrated with 
the keeneſt Senſations of Anguiſh ; yet, no impa- 
tient Thought diſcompoſed his Mind, no murmur- 
ing Word forced its Way from his Lips. FAT HE R, 
not 2 Wil, but thine be done t, was his Language; 

when 

5 ih. xxvi. 41. T Luke xxiii. 34. 1 Lake 
ELF | mo r 


Let. 7. Aspasio fo THERON, 49 
when the Sorrows of Death compaſſed Him, and 
Pains, inexpreſſibly ſeverer than the Pains of Diſſolu- 
tion, came upon Him. hen they gaped upon him 
with their Mouth, and ſmote Him upon the Cheek re- 
proachfully, When his Face was foul with Spitting, 
and on his Eyelids was the Shadow of Death. When 
GOD delivered Him to the Ungodly, and turned Him 
over into the Hands of the Wicked. Yea, when the 
ALMIGHTY fet him for the Mark of his Arrows, 
and brake Him with Breach upon Breach. "IVhen the 
Weapons of his Wrath cleft his very Reins aſunder, 
and poured his Gall upon the Earth x. Amidſt all this 
exquiſite Diſtreſs, He ſinned not by the leaſt irregular 
Perturbation ; but bowed his Head, and dutifully 
kifſed the divine Rod, and cordially blefled his very 
Murderers. | | 

Thus did the whole Choir of active and paſſive 
Virtues abound and ſhine in our LORD: abound 
with the richeſt Variety, and ſhine with the higheſt 
Luſtre. Infinitely ſurpaſſing that curious Aſſemblage 
of coſtly Gems, which ſtudded the Aaronic Breaſt- 
plate +; and, as far as earthly Things can repreſent 
heavenly, typefied the Splendor and Perfection of 
our REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs, 

V or, III. 4 D 


* Theſe tragical Images are borrowed from the Book 
of Joh, who was an eminent Type of a ſuffering SA- 
VIOUR; and, though they are the very Eloquence 
of Woe, they do not exaggerate, they cannot expreſs, 
that inconceivable Anguiſh ; which wrung a blood 
Sweat from our bleſſed MASTER's Body, and forced 
from his Lips that-melancholy Exclamation—My Soul is 
forrowful—exceeding ferrowful—forrowful even unto Death. 
See Job xvi. : | | 

+ Exod. xxyiii. 17, 18, 19, 20. 
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In all this, He acted and He ſuffered, as GO D's 
righteous Servant, and as his People's righteous Surety, —= 
By all this, He fulfilled every Jot and Tittle of the 
divine Law; nay, He more than fulfilled, He mag- 
fied it, He gave it (if I may apply the moſt beau- 
tiſul Alluſion that ever was uſed, to the moſt mo- 
mentous Subject that ever was diſcuſſed) good Meaſure, 
preſſed down, and ſhaken together, and running over *, 

He defied the moſt vigilant of his Enemies to con- 
vince him of Sin.—A more malignant, a far more 
ſagacious Adverſary than. the Scribes and. Phariſees, 
could detect no Blemiſh in our LORD FESUS. 
The Prince of this World, that infernal Tyrant, who 
had deceived and inſlaved all the Nations of the Earth, 
came and found nothing in Him ; not the leaſt Cor- 
ruption in his Nature, not the leaſt Defect in his 
Obedience. | 
He hath done all Things well f, was the general 
Acclamation of Mankind : or, as the Words may be 
rendered, He hath done all Things finely and grace- 
fully |. With every Circumſtance, that can con- 
ſtitute the Propriety and Digaity, the Utility and 
Beauty of Action. 

1 have glorified Thee on Earth &, was his own Pro- 
feſſion before the moſt High GOD. I have glori- 

fied Thee, in all that I acted, in all that I uttered, 
in all that I ſuffered. - I have diſplayed the Magnifi- 
Eence of thy Majeſty, the Riches of thy Grace, 
and the Honour of all thy Attributes. Inſomuch, 

that whoſo feeth ME, ſeeth the FATHERC ; 
whoever is properly acquainted with my Perſon and 

N | . my 

* Luke vi. . 38. 7 Jehn xiv. 30. t Mark Vii. 37% 
| Kang, F John xvii. 4. * xi. 45. 
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my Work of Redemption, ſees the inviſible and 
knows the incomprehenſible DEITY ; ſees his ve- 
nerable, his amiable, his adorable Perfections, in 
the cleareſt Mirror, and in the brighteſt Light“. 
GOD alſo, who is the fupreme Standard and 
unerting Judge of Excellency, bore his Teftimony 
to our bleſſed MEDIATOR. He ſpoke it once, 
yea twice, and with a Voice from Heaven.—ln the 
Conſtitution of the material World, when it came 
forth from the CREA T OR's Hand, Omniſcience 
itſelf could diſcern no Flaw, Neither could Juſtice 
itſelf, upon the ſtricteſt Inquiry, diſcover any Fai- 
jure in the Obedience of our SURETY. As 
therefore jt was ſaid, concerning the Works of Crea- 
tion, They are all very good + ; So it was ſaid, concern- 
ing our SAVIOUR, and by the ſame Almighty 
MAJESTY, In Him I am well pleaſed r. 
You took Notice, and very juſtly, how much the 
Productions of Nature exceed and eclipſe the Attempts 
of human Skill, We are pleaſed with the Per- 
formances of the Painter; but do. they equal the 
native Bluſh of the Roſe, or the artleſs Glow of a 
Pea bloſſom? We are charmed with a fine Piece 
of Enameling ; but is it fit to be compared with 
the natural Poliſh, of a. thouſand Shells which are 
formed in the Ocean, or a thouſand Seeds which 
ſpring from the Earth? We admire the Virtues of the 
ns 777 
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Therefofe CHRIST is ſaid to be ewavſzowua my; dong, 
Heb. i. 3. In other Objects, We have only ſome ob- 
icure Footſteps, or dim Traces; here We have the whole 
Glory of the GODHEAD. And not barely the Glory, 
but the very Brightneſs of the FATHER's Glory; or, 
all the divine Perfections beaming forth with adequate, 
that js, with ineffable and infinite Splendor. - - © 
tf Gen-i. „ I Matt. ill 17. 


52 Aspasro to TRERONY. Let. 5. 


antient Saints ; Men © that were honoured in their 
& Generation, and the Glory of their Times *.“ 
We admire the Meekneſs of 1/es, and the Mag- 
nanĩmity of Elijah; the exalted Piety of Iſaiah, and 
the inlarged Wiſdom of Daniel; the active Spirit of 
Jaſbua, and the paſſive Graces of Feremah. But 
what Proportion, put them all together—what Pro- 
portion do they all bear to HIS Obedience, who 15 
gone into Heaven, Angels and Authorities and Powers 
being made ſubject unto Him+? Who is called the 
HOLY ONE and the FUSTYt; not only by 
way of Emphaſis, but by way of Excluſion. Becauſe, 
no Perſon is worthy of the Character, no Duties de- 
ferve to be mentioned, when CHRIST and his 
Merits are under Conſideration. 


If then We talk of Merit, what Merit muſt FM 


be in ſuch immaculate Sanctity of Soul, and ſuch 
Exemplary Holineſs of Conduct; ſuch ardent Zeal 
for GOD, and ſuch compallionate Good-will to 
Man; ſuch conſummate-Worthineſs, and extenſive 
Uſefulneſs? Such as were utterly unknown before ; 
have been abſolutely unequaled ſince; and never will, 
nor can be paralleled, throughout all Ages O my 
Theron | What is the Drop of a Bucket to the un- 
fathomable Waves of the Ocean ? What is a Grain 
of Sand to the unmeaſurable Dimenſions of the Uni- 
verſe? What is an Hour or a Moment to the endlefs 
Revolutions of Eternity ? Such are all human En- 
dowments, and all human Attainments, compared 


with HIS Righteoufneſs, who is Fairer than the 


 Chilaren of Men ||; the chiefeft among ten thouſand &; 
and who . not the $ PI RIT by Meaſure. 
Think 


* Ecclus. xliv. 7. + 1 Pet. iii. 22. 1 AQ iii. 14. 
j Plal. xlv. 2, 5 Cantic. v. 10, J John ui. 34. 
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Let. 7. As PASTO 70 TRHERON. 53 


Think not, that what I have written is the Lan- 
guage of Rant. It is a Paraphraſe, though, I muſt 
confeſs, but a ſcanty Paraphraſe, on David's Practice 
and David's Faith. Ny Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy 
Righteouſneſs and thy Salvation all the Day *, for 1 


know 


* P/al. Ixxi. 15. I cannot but obſerve, that Righteouſ- 
neſs and Salvation are frequently connected, by the Author 
of the Eſalms, and by the Prophet Jaiab. In order to 
intimate, that the one is founded on the other; the latter 
derives its Origin from the former; there can be no Sal- 
vation without a Righteouſneſs, a real, proper, Law- 
fulfilling Righteouſneſs. At the ſame Time, Iam ſenſible, 
that the Word Righteouſneſs may ſignify G O D's Good- 
neſs in making, and Faithfulneſs in performing, his Pro- 
miſes unto David. Salvation may likewiſe denote the 
Delivery of that aMiaed Hero from all his Perſecutors, 
and his Eſtabliſhment on the Throne of J/-ae/. 

But if We ſhould confine the Senſe to theſe narrow 
Limits, how comfortle/s the Favour een to David Him- 
ſelf, conſidered as an immortal Being! How much more 
inſignificant to Us and others, on whom the Ends of the 
World are come! And how very aworthy of that in- 
finite G OD, who is the Father of the Spirits of all Fleſh; 

who ſees, at one View, whatever is, or has been, or ſhall 
exiſt ; who therefore, when He ſpeaks, ſpeaks ta all his 
Children, in every Period of Time, and in every Na- 

tion under Heaven. As much as a Tutor, when deli- 
vering his Lectures, addreſſes Himſelf to all his Pupils, 
whether they fit at his Right-hand or his left, before 
Him or on every Side. 

Whereas, if Righteouſneſs ſignifies the meritorious 
Obedience of CHRIST, and Salvation implies the Be- 
nefits of his Redemption, the Senſe is no longer ſhriveled, 
impoveriſhed, and mean; but rich, auguſt, and magni- 
ficent. It pours Conſolation among all People, Kindreds, 
and Tongues. It is worthy of that GOD, who ſeeth 
the Things, and regardeth the Perſons, which are not 

as though they were. It comports exactly with that Re- 
; " D-3 velation, 
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tnoꝛo not the Numbers thereof. The glorious Righ teouſ- 
neſs of CHRIST, and the great Salvation obtained 
thereby, He declares, ſhall be the choſen, the prin- 
cipal Subject of his Diſcourſe. And not on a Sab- 
bath only, but on every Day of the Week, of the 
Year, of his Life. And not barely at the ſtated Re- 


turns of ſolemn Devotion, but in every focial Inter- 


view, and all the Day long. Why will He thus dwell, 
perpetually and invariably dwell, on this darling 
Theme? Becauſe, He knew no End thereof. It is 
impoſſible to meaſure the Value, or exhauſt the Ful- 
nels. of theſe Bleflings. The Righteouſneſs is un- 
ſpeakable, the Salvation is everlaſting. T'o com- 
pute the Duration of the One, Numbers fail 


deſcribe the Excellency of the In nie Words are at 
a loſs. | 


And is this Righteouſncſ dengel ſor Us ? Is this 
to be our Wedding-dreſs, this our beautiful Array, 
when We enter the Regions of Eternity ? Unſpeak- 
able Privilege Is this what G O has provided to 
ſupply, more than ſupply our Loſs in Adam / Bound- 
leis Benignity !—Shaii Ve be treated by the Judge 
of the World, as if We had performed all this un- 
ſinning and perie&t Obedience? Well might the 
Prophet cry out, like One loſt in Aſtoniſhment, 
How great is his Goodneſs /—ls not your Heart ena- 
mouicd, my dear Theron, with a View of this in- 

1 com- 


velation, in which CH RIST 1s the Alpha and Omega, 
. the Beginning and the Ending, the Sum total. 

This Note is already too long ; otherwiſe I ſhould 
take leave to gratify my Inclination, and give a Sanction 


to my e by tranſcribing Vitringa s Expoſition of 
1 xv. 8 
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comprehenſibly rich Grace? What fo excellent, 
what ſo comfortable, what ſo deſirable, as this Gift 
of a SAVIOUR's Righteouſneſs? Though de- 
lineated by this feeble Pen, methinks, it has Dignity 
and Glory enough, to captivate our Hearts and fire 
our AﬀeRions : fire them with ardent and inextinguiſh- 
able Deſires after a perſonal Intereſt and Propriety 
in it -O) may the Eternal SPIRIT reveal our 
REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs, in all its heavenly 
Beauty and divine Luſtre! Then, I am ſure, We ſhall 
eſteem it above every Thing; We ſhall regard it as the 


One Thing needful ; We ſhall count all Things in Com- 


pariſon of it, worthleſs as the Chaff, and empty as 
the Wind. | 
To an immortal and fallen Soul, every Thing elfe 
is empty as the Wind ; but here Sinners may ſuck, 
and be ſatisfied with this Breaſt of Conſolations : yea 
Thouſands and Thouſands of Millions may uit out, 
and be delighted with the Abundance of its Glory *,— 
Here we ſhall find the Doctrine of Supereragation, no 
longer a Chimera, but a delightful Reality. Here 
indeed is an immenſe Surpluſage, an inexhauſtible 
Fund of Merit +, ſufficient to enrich a whole World 
of indigent and miſerable Creatures: ſufficient to 
D 4 „ 73 


| * Ta. Ixvi. 11. | 

+ Yet here is no rich Fund (as a learned Writer aſſerts) 
no Fund at all, for the Pope's Treaſury of meritorious ſupere- 
rogating Actions: unleſs CHRIST and the Pope are tobe 
placed upon the ſame Footing ; unleſs the ineffably ex- 
cellent Obedience of a Divine REDEEMER, and the 
miſerably defective Duties of finful Men, are to be deem- 
ed equally valuable.—Since this will hardly be admitted 
by Proteſtants; I believe, 4/pafio may ſafely call the Obe- 
dience of CHRIST, The true Supererogation ; as Mr. 
Ambroſe has called the Blood of CHRIST, The tre 
Tagen, ͤ Oo 3. 
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make their Cup run over with a ſuperabundant Ful- 
neſs, of Peace and Joy, ſo long as Time ſhall laſt, 
and when Time ſhall be no more. For, to uſe the 
Apoſtle's weighty Argument, If by one Man's Offence, 
Death reigned by one; much more they which receive 
Abundance of Grace, and of the Gift of Ri ghteouſneſs, 
ſhall reign in Life by one, FESUS CHRIST xX. 
If one Offence, committed by one mere Man, made 
all his Pofterity chargeable with Guilt, and liable to 
Death: How MUCH MORE ſhall the manifold In- 
ſtances of our Divine REDEEMER's Obedience ; 
of his Jong, uninterrupted, conſummate Righteouſ- 
neſs ;—-how much more ſhall they abſolve all his 
People from Condemnation and Puniſhment, and in- 
title them to the Honours and Joys of Immortality !. 
Which will appear in a clearer Light, if, to the 
Perfection of his Obedience, We add the Majeſty 
of his Perſon. A proper Subject this, for ſome fu- 


ture Letter.—In the mean Time, let me deſire my 


Friend, the Friend of my Boſom, to contemplate 
our LORD JESUS under that lovely and auguſt 
Character, GLORIOUSIN HoLiNnEss+. And 
for my Part, I will not ceaſe to pray, that a Senſe of 
this ſupereminently grand and precious Righteouſneſs 
may be written on my Theren's Heart. —On thoſe 
living Tables, may it be like Figures cut on a Rock 
af ſolid Marble, or inſcribed on the Bark of a 


growing Tree: be laſting in its Duration as the 


former, and ſpreading in its Influence as the latter, 
Alt will then be a ſure Proof, that his Name is 


wr itten 


* 


Kom. v. 17. 7 Exod, xv. 11. 
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written in the Book of Life; and it ſhall then be 
a pleaſing Pattern for 


the Affection, 
the Gratitude, 
and the Friendſhip, of 
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P. S. You give a moſt aſtoniſhing Account of the 
Preſſure of the Atmoſphere. Aſtoniſhing in- 
deed! That we ſhould be continually ſur- 
rounded, continually overwhelmed, with ſuch 
a tremendous Load; and not be cruſhed to 
death, no, nor be ſenſible of the leaſt 
Weight.— This, I think, may ſerve to re- 
preſent the State of a Sinner, unawalened 
from carnal Security. Loads, more than 
mountainous Loads of Guilt, are upon his Soul, 
and He perceives not the Burden. For this 
| Reaſon, He is under no Apprehenſions of the 
Vengeance and fiery Indignation, which He 
deſerves; He has no ſuperlative Eſteem for 
the Atonement and Merits of the R E- 

DEE ME R, which alone can deliver Him 
from the Wrath to come. But, if once his 
Conſcience feels, what his Lips, perhaps, have 
often repeated; We do earneſtly repent Us 
of theſe our Miſdoings ; the Remembrance 
% of them is grievous unto Us, the Burden of 
them is intolerable ;”” then how will H 
prize ſuch a Text: The LORD laid 55. 
CHRIST the Iniquity of Us all! How will 
He long for an Intereſt in the LAMB of 

GOD, 
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G OD, which taketh away the Sin of the Morld ! 
Then, that FESUS who has finiſhed the 
Tranſgreſſicn, and brought in everlaſting Righ- 
tcouſneſs, will be all his Salvation, and all his 
Deſire. 
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LETTER VIII. 
As PAS 10 1% THER ON, 


Dear TH ERO N, 
HAVE juſt been reading that exquiſitely fine 

Piece of facred Hiſtory, The Life of Joſeph. A 
Hiſtory—filled with ſurprifing Incidents, and un- 
expected Revolutions—adorncd with the moſt he- 
roic Iuſtances of triumphant Virtue, both amidſt 
the Allurements of Temptation, and under the 
Preſſutes of Affliction— animated with ſuch tender 
and pa thetic, ſuch melting and alarming Touches 
of natural Eloquence, as every Reader muſt feel, and 
every true Critic will. admire. . 

When ] came to that remarkable Injunction, with 
| which the generous Viceroy diſmiſſed his Brethren ; 
Ye ſhall tell my Father of all my Glory in Egypt —I 
pauſed—T pondered—T was ſtruck, Certainly, this 

was injoined, not by way of Oſtentation; but on 
Account of the Pleaſure, which, He knew, it would 
yield the good old Patriarch. — Was it ſome kind 
rompt- 

Gen. Ae. 13. pd 
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prompting Angel, or the Voice of Gratitude and 
Devotion, that whiſpered in my Ear? „ Should not 


e the Children of. Men likewiſe tell one another of 
& all the Glory*, which their REDEEMER 


Þ | c“ poſſeſſes in Heaven and on Earth? Will not this 
"2 &« afford them the ſublimeſt Pleaſure Here, and be a 


Y „ Source of the moſt refined Satisfaction for ever 
; & and ever?” 
Though I had almoſt determined to write no 
more, till You- could make a Demand, upon the 
Foot of Value received; willingly I recede from my 
intended Reſolution, and obey this pleaſing Hint.— 
But who can declare the noble Acts of the LORD 
FESUS CHRIST, or fhew forth all his Praiſe © 
— However, if I may but 1% out his adorable 
Name, and preſent my Friend with a Glimpſe, or a 
broken View of his divine PerfeRions, even this will 
| | be 
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* To ſee the Glory of CHRIST, is the grand Blefling, 
which our LORD ſolicits and demands for his Diſ- 
ciples, in his laſt ſolemn Interceſſion. John xvii. 24. It 
is that, which will complete the Bleſſedneis of Heaven; 
and fill its Inhabitants with Joy unſpeakable and glorious. 

S Surely, then, We ſhould endeavour to anticipate, in 
ſome Degree, that celeſtial Bliſs; and Hhabituate our Souls 
to this ſacred Exerciſe, which will be our Buſineſs and 
our Reward to endleſs Ages. 8 | 

Should the Reader defire Aſſiſtance in this important 
Work, I would refer Him to a little Treatiſe of Dr, 
Owen's, intitled; Meditations on the Glory of CH RIST :;— 
'Tis little in Size, not ſo in Value. Was I to ſpeak of 
it, in the claſſical Style, I ſhonld call it, aureus, gemmens, 
mellitus. But I would rather ſay, it is richly repleniſhed 
with that Union from the HOLY ONE, which tends to 
inlighten the Eyes, and chear the Heart; which ſweetens 
the Enjoy ments of Life, ſoftens the Horrors of Death, 
and prepares for the Fruitions of Eternity. 
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be deſirable and delightful. Far more deſirable and 
delightful, than to behold Rome in its Magnificence, 
St. Paul in the Pulpit, or King Solomon on his 
Throne ex. 

Let me take the Lark for my Pattern; which, as 
I was lately returning from an Evening Ramble, 
attracted my Obſervation. —Watrbling her C RE A- 
T OR's Praiſe, ſhe mounted in the ſerene Sky. Still 
ſhe warbled, and ſtill ſhe mounted, as though ſhe 
meant to carry her Tribute of Harmony unto the 
very Gates of Heaven. Having reached, at laſt, her 
higheſt Elevation, and perceiving herſelf at an im- 
menſe Diſtance from the ſtarry Manſions, ſhe dropped 
on a ſudden to the Earth; and diſcontinued, at once, 
both to ſing, and to ſoar. Now the Morning appears, 
and is awakening the World, our little Songſter re- 
turns her Throat, and re-exerts her Wings.—As I 
have endeavoured, very imperfectly endeavoured, to 
ſtrike out a ſhadowy Draught of our LOR D's com- 
plete Obedience; I would, though unequal to the 
Taſk, once more reſume my Pen, and attempt— 
nothing like a Diſplay, but only a faint Sketch of his 
efſential Dignity... | 

Firſt let me obſerve, that for ſome Time paſt, 
We have been viſited with the moſt uncomfortable 
Weather; dewleſs Nights, and ſultry Days. The 
Firmament was more like a glowing Furnace, than 
the Region of refreſhing Rain.—The Earth lay 
parched with Thirſt, and chapped with Heat. The 
Meadows were drained of their Humidity, and all 


the 
* Theſe, if I remember right, are the three Things, 


which St. Auguſtine declared, would, of all others, moſt 
eminently gratify his Curioſity. ; 


a 


Let. 8. As PAS 10 fo THERON, Gr 
the Flowers hung their fading Heads. The Streams, 


s which uſed to flow parallel with the verdant Margin, 
. abandoned their Banks; and ſunk, diminiſhed and 
: diſcoloured, to the Bottom of their cozy Channels, 


Nature in general ſeemed to be reſigning the 
4 8 Robe of Beauty, for the Garment of Heavineſs.“ 
Drought was in all our Borders; and Famine, We 
feared, was not far behind. — Though Clouds of 
Duſt, obſcured the Air; tarniſhed the Hedges; and 
almoſt ſmothered the Traveler: yet not one Cloud 
of fleecy White appeared, to variegate the blue Ex- 
panſe, or give Us Hopes of a reviving Shower *. 

It reminded me of that awful "Threatening, de- 
nounced by Moſes on a wicked People; The Heaven, 
that is over thy Head, fhall be Braſs ; and the Earth, 
that is under Thee, ſhall be Iron 4.,—It made me ap- 
prehenſive of that terrible State, which the Prophet 
ſo emphatically deſcribes; The Field is waſted, and 
the Land mourneth. The Seed is rotten under the Clods, 
and the Harveſt periſheth, The Garners are laid deſo- 
late, and the Barns are broken down.—T he new Wine 

is dried up; the Oil languiſheth ; and all the Trees of 
the Field are withered. — How do the Beaſts groan! The 
Herds of Cattle are perplexed. Yea, the Flocks of Sheep 


are 


* At ſuch a JunQure, how pertinent is the Queſtion, 
propoſed by the Almighty MAJESTY ? Fob xxxviii. 
37, 38. Who cannumber, muſter or arrange, the Clauds in 
Wiſdom ? So as to have them ready at hand, on any 
Emergency. And who can empty thoſe Bottles of Heawen, in 
copious but ſeaſon able Effuſions upon the Earth? When, 
as in the Caſe deſcribed above, the Duſt of the Roads i: 
attenuated into Poauder, pxbo Ppxa and the Clods of th 
Valley are glued faft together, ATW | 
+ Deut. xxviii. 23, 
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are made deſolate. Becauſe the Rivers of Waters are 
dried up, and the Fire hath devoured the Paſtures of the 

iiderneſs v. — But, bleſſed be the Divine PROVI- 
DENCE, our Fears are vaniſhed, and a moſt joy- 
ful Change has taken place. The LORD hath 
fent a gracious Rain upon his Inheritance, and refreſhed 
it, ichen it was weary +. 

Yeſterday in the Afternoon, thi Wind ſhifting to 
the South, rouſed the dormant Clouds, and brought 
ſome of thoſe agreeable Strangers on its Wings.— 
At firſt, they came failing in fmall, and thin, and 
ſcattered Parties. Anon, the flying Squadrons ad- 
vanced in larger Detachments, mate. cloſely wedged, 
and more deeply laden, Till at laſt, the great Ren- 
dezvous completed, they formed into a Body of ſuch 
Depth, and extended their Wings with ſuch a Sweep, 
as darkened the Sun, and overſpread the whole 
Hemiſphere. 

Juſt at the Cloſe of Day, the Gales which eſcorted 
the ſpongy Treaſures, retired ; and conſigned their 
Charge to the Diſpoſal of a profound Calm. Not a 
Breeze ſhook the moſt tremulous Leaf. Not a Curl 
ruffled the ſmooth expanſive Lake. All Things 
were ſtill, as in attentive Expectation. The Earth 
ſeemed to gaſp after the hovering Moiſture. Naturee, 
with her ſuppliant Tribes, in expreſſive pleading 

Silence, ſolicited the falling Fruitfulneſs. Nor plead- 
ed long, nor ſolicited in vain. 

The Showers, gentle, ſoft, and balmy, deſcend, 
The Veſſels of Heaven unload their precious 
Freight, and enrich the penurious Glebe. Through 
all the Night, the liquid Swectneſs, incomparably 

| more 


Joch i. 10, &c. + Pal. lxviii. 9. 
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more beneficial than trickling Silver, diſtils; ſhed- 
ding Heibs, and Fruits, and F lowers.— Now the 
Sun, mild and refulgent, iſſues through the Portals 
of the Eaſt. Pleaſed, as it were, to have emerged 
from the late aggravated Darkneſs, He looks abroad, 
with peculiar Gaiety, and the moſt engaging Splen- 
dors. He looks through the diſburdened Air, and 
finds a gladdened World, that wants nothing but his 
all-chearing Beams, to render its Satisfaction com- 
plete. 22 

The Glory comes /— Hail to thy riſing Ray, 

Great Lamp of Light, and ſecond Source of Day ! 

Wha robe the World, each nipping Gale remove, 

Treat every Senſe, and beam creating Love *. 


At his auſpicious Approach, the freſhened Moun- 
tains lift their Heads, and ſmile. The Garden opens 
its aromatic Stores ; and breathes, as from a fuming 
Altar, Balm to the Smell, and Incenſe to the Skies. 
The little Hills, crowned with ſpringing Plenty, clap 
their Hands on every Side. The moiſtened Plains, 
and irriguous Valleys, laugh and fing. While their 
Waters, lately exhauſted, again are made deep, and 

their Rivers run lite Oil +. | 2 
The whole Earth, ſaturated with the Bounty of 
Heaven, and fuſbed with humid Life, wears a thou- 
ſand Marks of Gratitude and Complacency. Waſhed 
by the copious Rain, how bright and vivid is the 
univerſal Verdure! The green Carpet below, may 
| 7 almoſt 


* Theſe beautiful Lines are borrowed from the 8 E A- 
PIECE, Canto IV. A zarratory, philoſophical, and de- 
ſcriptive Poem, written by my ingenious Friend, Dr. 
Kirkpatrick. 2 | | 

7 -+ Ezek. xxxii. 14. 
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64. AsPASTO to TyHtrRon, Let. 8, 
almoſt vie with the blue Canopy above.— The Foreſt, 
and every Tree, burniſh their Colours, and array 
themſelves in their fineſt Apparel, Which as on a 
Day of general Feſtivity, is delicately decked with 
Gems: Gems of unſullied Luſtre, and of genial 
Moiſture. —From every Paſture, and from all the 
Grove, the Voice of Pleaſure and of Melody reſounds. 
While the officious Zephyrs waft the floating Har- 
mony, blended with native Perfumes; gently waft 
them to the Senſes, and touch the very Soul with 
Tranſport. | 

Could there be a more brilliant Appearance, or 
mare exuberant Demonſtrations of Joy, even to 
celebrate the Anniverſary of Nature's Birth? With 
what admirable Propriety has the P/almi/t compared 
yonder orient Sun, in all his ſparkling Grandeur, to 
a young exulting Bridegroom ®; who comes forth, 
with every heightened Ornament from his Chamber, 
to ſhew Himſelf in the moſt diſtinguiſhed Period of 
his Life, and to receive the Bleſſing which conſum- 
mates his Happineſs ! 

This moſt charming and equally majeſtic Scene, 
recals to my Memory that fine Deſcription of the 
MESSIAH, extant in the laſt lovely Strains of 
the Ifraelitiſh Swan + — HE ſhall be welcome and 
ſalutary as' the Light of the Morning; when the Sun 
ariſeth, to chaſe the malignant Shades, and pour 

855 Day 

D 


+ faelitiſb Swan—In Alluſion to TT well- known 
Lines of the Poet, 


Multa Dircæum læwat Aura Cygnum. 


And not without a Reference to the popular Notion, that 
the Swan ſings the moſt melodious Notes in its laſt Mo- 
ments. Fait vec facundi Senis quaſi cygnea Vox, TULLY. 
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Day through the reviving World. He ſhall be as 
the Light of a Morning, that is moſt ſerenely fair; 
without either Storms to diſturb, or Clouds to obſcure 
the gloctous, the delightful Dawn. Yea, his Ap- 
pearance ſhall be more beautiful, and his Influences 
more beneficial *, than the clear Shining of that grand 
Luminary, after a Night of ſettled Gloom, and 
Showers of inceſſant Rain. When his Beams ſhed 
animating Warmth, and vital Luſtre, on the tender 
Gra/s impearled with Dews, and on all the green 
Treaſures of the teeming Earth. 


As we have already .contemplated- the bleſſed 
ESU, under the amiable Character of the 
JUST ONE; the foregoing Paſſage of Scripture 
repreſents Him to our Faith, in the more majeſtic 


Quality of THE LORD OF GLORY.— 


VOI. III. 5 Or 


* More beautiful, more beneficial, than the clear Shining. 
2 Sam. xxiii. 4,— Thus We have ventured to tranſlate, 
or rather to paraphraſe, the Words nn. That the 
Prefix h often occurs in the Acceptation of comparative 
Pre-eminence, is plain from a very remarkable Paſſage in 
Eſal. xix. 10. Where our inſpired Author, quite raviſn- 
ed with the Love of the ſacred Oracles, declares z They 
are d:firable beyond Gold, even beyond the Droppings of the- 
Honeycomb. | | 

If this Senſe is admitted. We ſhall have a fine Compa- 
riſon, and a grand Advance upon it; acknowledging the 
Inſufficiency even of tae ſtrongeſt and brighteſt Images, to 
repreſent the Glory of CHRIST Kingdom, and the 
Benignity of his Adminiſtration. —Perhaps, the Tranſla- 
tion may be too free and daring, and not ap prove itſelf 
to the exact Critic. The Senſe, however, is unqueſtion- 
ably juſt ; agreeable to the whole Tendur of Scripture ; 
and can want no Recommendation to the intelligent 
Chriſtian, | N | 


* 
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Or rather, unites the two grand Peculiarities, whic 

render Him unparalleled in his perſonal, and all-ſuffi- 
cient in his mediatorial Capacity. | 

. Great, unſpeakably great and glorious . 
our SAVIOUR appear; if We had no other 
Manifeſtations of his Excellency, than thoſe which 
preceded his myfterious Incarnation.—In the antient 
Scriptures, He ſtands characterized, as the ſupreme 
Object of GO D's ineffable Complacency ; veſted 
with a Glory, prior to the Birth of Time, or the 
Exiſtence of Things; even the Glory, which He had 
with the FATHER, before the World was *—He 
is every where exhibited, as the ultimate Deſire of 
all Nations; the ſole Hope of all the Ends of the 
Earth; the Seed, of ineſtimable and univerſal Im- 
portance, in whom all People, Nations, and Lan- 
guages ſhould be bleſſed. —In thoſe royal, or ra- 
ther divine Aces and Monuments, He is publicly re- 
cognized, as The RULER of GO D's People: 
Whoſe Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, and 


his Kingdom from Generation to Generation. And 


how auguſt, how venerable, is this SOV E- 
REIGN! Siace it was the higheft Honour of the 
moſt eminent Saints, and renowned Monarchs +, 
to act as his Harbingers. The Splendor of the 
Temple, the Richneſs of its Ornaments, and the 
Solemnity of its Services, were the Enſigns of his 
Grandeur; were his ſacred Regalia, intended to uſher 
Him into the World with becoming State. 


| Every 
be John xvii. 


+ Moſes, for inſtance; and Jobna, Dawid and Solomon, 
were Types, ſtrongly marked Types, of our great 
LAWGIVER jand DELIVERER, of our Divine 
RULER and PREACHER. 
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Every inſpired Prophet was his Herald; deputed 
to blazon his Perfections, or foretel his Coming. 
Let Us hear one, ſpeaking the Sentiments of all.— 
GOD the SAVIOUR came from Teman, and the 
HOLY ONE from Mount Paran. His Glory co- 
vered the Heavens, and the Earth was full of his 
Praiſe*. Thunders ſounded his Trumpet, and 
Lightnings waved his Banners. Before Him went the 
Peſtilence, for the Deſtruction of his Enemies; but 
for the Deliverance of Jrael, He rode upon his Horſes 
and Charists of Salvation, The Mountains ſaw Him, 


and they trembled; the everlaſting Hills, and they bowed 
1 E 2 „ 


* See Habak. iii. The greateſt Part of which ſublime 
Ode, refers to the wonderful Works, recorded by Meſes 
and Fo/bua. It ſeems, eſpecially in the Exordium, to 
be an Imitation of that grand and majeſtic Deſcription, 
with which the exif Legiſlator introduces his laſt ſo- 
lemn BenediQtion. Deut. xxxiii.— Theſe Works are by 
A paſio aſcribed to CHRIST. And, I think, it is de- 
monſtrably certain, that FESUS CHRIST is the 
JEHOVAH celebrated in the Books of Mes, and in 
the Writings of the Prophets. It is CHRIS T, who 
dwelt in the burning Buſh, and walked in the burning 
fiery Furnace. It is CHRIST, who wrought the Mi- 
racles in Egypt, and the Wonders in the Field of Zoar. 
The temporal Deliverer, and the eternal REDEEMER 
of Fael, are one and the ſame.—He is that Captain of 
the Hoſts of the LO RD, who gave the Nations as Duſt 
to their Sword, and às driven Stubble to their Bow. 725. 
v. 14.—He is that mighty One, who puniſhed the ſtout 
Heart of the King of Hria; who cut down the Thick- 
ets of his Foreſt, and lopped his Bough with Terror. 
1/2. x. 34. He gave Moſes his Commithon ; gave Moſes 
his Law; and was both the LORD, and the End, of 
that ſacred, ſignificant, myſterious Oeconomy. Compare 
1 Cor. x. 9. with Numb. xxi. 6, 7, See Dan. iii. 25. 
Heb. iii. 3, 4. | | 


68 AsPas10 to THERON. Let. 8. 


their Heads. The Abyſs uttered her Voice, and -ac- 
knowledged his Sovereignty through her deepeſt Ca- 
verns; the towering Surges * lifted up their Hands, 
and remained in a ſuſpended Poſture, while his Peo- 
ple. paſſed through their opening Lines.—Indeed, 
both Depth, and Height, and every Creature, have 
paid Him Homage, and done Him Service. And 
ſhall not We, my dear Theron, ſubmit to his Righte- 
oufncſs © Submit! Shall we not embrace it; rely on it; 
and, with joyful Hearts, with triumphant Tongues, 
fay, Therg is none, there is nothing, lite it t. 
Does not all Mankind agree to eſtimate the Merit 
of the Practice, according to the Dignity of the Per- 


ſon? If a Neighbour of inferior Rank, viſit ſome. 


poor afflicted W retch, in a coarſe Garret, and on a 
tattered Bed; it is no very extraordinary Favour. 
But if a Lady of the fiſt Diſtinction, or a Noble- 
man of the higheſt Order, perform the ſame Office; 
it is a much more remarkable, a much more admired 
Inſtance of felf-denying Charity. On the Foot of 
this Calculation, to what a ſupereminent Height will 


the Worthineſs of our LOR D's Obedience riſe | 


It will riſe, like ſome magnificent Edifice, whoſe 


Baſis: reſts upon the Center; whoſe Dimenſions fill 


the Hemiſphere ; and whoſe Turrets glitter in the 
| Sky. Or rather, it will extend itſelf to Immenſity; 

where Length, and Breadth, and all Dimenſions are 
' Toft. Eſpecially, if We conſider— The Names, He 
bears; and the Honcurs, He receives the Worts, 


* 295 which, I think, is put in Oppoſition to 22171. 
and forms. a beautiful Contraſt. Ver. 10. 
1 1 Sam. ei. 9, 
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Let. 8. As PAS10 % TRERON. 69 


He has done; and thoſe mightier Works, He is ap- 
pointed to do. 


The Names, He bears. — The Title, by which 
FESUS of Nazareth is diſtinguiſhed in the heavenly 
World ; the Name written on his Veſture, and on 
his Thigh, is KING of Kings, and LORD of 
Lords *, — The Deſcription, which the incompre- 
henſible JEHOVAH gives of the Surety for ſin- 
ful Men, runs in this exalted Strain; The Man that 


is MY FELLOW +. Which the Apoſtle ex- 


plains, in that memorable and majeſtic Clauſe; He 
thought it no Robbery to be equal with GOD .- The 
x IL HOLY 


* Rev. xix. 16. 

+ Zech. xiii. 7. Mh Contribulis vel Coegualis. My 
Fellow, or my Equal. —T he original Expreſſion occurs no 
where, but in this Verſe of Zechariah, and in the Book 
of Leviticus. In one Text it is explained by Brother, or 
Partaker of the ſame Nature. In every other Place, I 
believe, it will be found to ſignify, not barely a Neigh- 
bour, but an Equal; one who ſtands upon the ſame Le- 
vel, with regard to the Claims of Equity, and the com- 
— of Life.—In either Senſe, it militates ſtrongly 
for the Divinity of our LORD FESUS CHRIST. 

Phil. ii. 6. Some Writers, I am aware, have endea- 
voured to interpret away this Evidence of, ow LOR D's 
Divine Nature. But I think with great Injury to the 
Context, and no leſs Violence to the Ph AaſGGCQ. 

Aprzſu©-, as far as I can obſerve, denotes, not tlie 
Prize or Spoil, but the Ad of plundering or taking the 
Spoil ; Ipſa rapiendi Actio. Vid. STEPH. Theſaur. Gree. Ling. 


 —[If fo, the Text moſt naturally implies, that CHRIST 


counted. it no Act of Robbery ; no Invaſion of Another's 
Prerogative ; but looked upon it as his unqueſtionable 


Right, to be equal with GOD, and to receive Divine 


Honeurs.—Newertheles (229&, Rom. v. 14.) He was ſo 5 
far from tenaciouſly inſiſting upon, that He willingly re- 
TR E 3 lin- 


* 


79 Ass % TRBRox. Let, g. 
HOL Y GHOST, ſpeaking by the Prophet Haiab 


oh the Virgin's Son, enumerates ſeveral grand Di- 
ſtinctions, both of his Perſon, and his Office. He 
ſtyles the Child, that ſhould be born, The WON- 
DERFUL COUNSELLOR, the EVE R- 
LASTING FATHER, he MIGHTY 
GOD, the PRINCE OF PEACE, *.— The 
ſame inſpired Writer, though eloquent above all 
Orators, and more ſublime than the laftieſt Poet, 

; Cries 


— 


linquiſhed the Claim. He was content to forego the 
magniſicent Diſtinctions of the CREATOR, and to 
appear in the Form of a Creature. Nay, to be made 
in the Likeneſs of the allen Creatures; and not only to 
ſhare the Diſgrace, but to ſuffer the Puniſhment, due to 
the meaneft and wile among them all. —An Example of 
Humility,” worthy to be diſplayed by the Eloquence of 
an Apofile, or the Tongue of an Archangel! Worthy 
to be the everlaſting Pattern, and the everlaſting Praiſe 
of all Believers. 

But however Arraſas . be tranſlated, the Streſs of the 
Argument, I apprehend, lies upon the Word wa. If 
this ſignifies a real and proper Equality, the Proof ſeems, 
to me at leaſt, irrefragable.— How ſhall We determine 
the exact Significancy of this important Word? By hav- 
ing recourſe to Homer's Works, or to Heathen Authors? 
This, in caſe the /acred Writers will decide the Queſtion, 
is like going from Jeruſalem to Athens for the Solution of 

T — 2 . . 

a religious Doubt, even while the College of Apoſtles is 

_— at the former Place. —The Word occurs five or 
fix Times in heir Writings. They uſe it, it is true, in 
the Adjective Form. But the Adjective is very ſuffi- 


©, OR 
8 


„ 


cient to ſettle the Signification of the Adverb. If I 
know the Meaning of ., I ſhall be at no loſs to un- 
derſtand the Import of . See Matt. xx. 12. Luke vi. 
34. Jobn v. 18. Ads xi. 17. Rev. xxi. 16. In all which 
bee it expreſſes, not a bare Re/emblance or Lillengſi only, 
ut a real and proper Equality, © i 
8th T7 = Ifa. ix. 6. 
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cries out in rapturous Aſtoniſnment; ho can declare 
his Generation ? What Pencil can pourtray, what 
Language can expreſs, his matchleſs Excellencies ? 
And may We not with equal Propriety demand; 
Who can declare the meritorious Perfection of his 
Righteouſneſs ? It is precious beyond Compariſon ; 
beyond Imagination precious. 


The Honours, which our LORD receives are 
proportioned to the illuſtrious Characters, which He 
ſuſtains, — John the Baptiſt, than whom a greater 
Prophet, or a better Judge, was not born of Wo- 
man, profeſſes Himſelf unworthy, 0 /ioop down and 
unlooſe the Latchet of his Shoes + : unworthy, though 
a burning and ſhining Light in his Generation, to 
perform the meaneſt Service to this PRINCE of 
Heaven.,—Stephen, who leads the Van in the noble 
Army of Chriſtian Martyrs, beheld ſuch a Repre- 
ſentation of his crucified MAST ER's Glory; as 
enabled Him to exult with divine Delight, even amidft 
the furious Aſſaults of his Perſecutors, and under the 
violent Blows of his Murderers 1. Aſſured, that 
ESU has all Power in Heaven and Earth, by 
an Act of the moſt ſolemn Worſhip, He commits his 
departing Soul, that moſt important of all Truſts, to 
his REDEEMER's Hand $.—Nor by the firſt 
Martyr alone, but in all Churches of the Saints, 
and in every Age of Chriſtianity, has the LORD 
FESUS- been addreſſed, as the conſtant Object of 
his People's Adoration; and acknowledged, as the 


ever faithful Depaſt ſtary of * eternal Intereſts. 
„„ When 


Iſa. liii. 8S. Mark i. 7. 1 Acts vii. 56. 
Accs vii. 59. | ah 


72  AsSPASTO 70 THe non. 


When Jab beheld a viſionary Manifeſtation of 
CHRIST *, the fiſt-born Sons of Light were 
waiting around Him, in Poſtures of dutiful Submiſ- 
ſion. Theſe celeftial Beings, whoſe very Feet are too 
bright for Mortals to view, veil their Faces before his 
infinitely ſuperior Effulgence, The Seraphs, who are 
all Zeal and al! Love, celebrate his Perfections, and 
cry one to another, The whole Earth is full of his 
Glory. And is not Heaven alſo filled with his Glo- 
ry? Does not Heaven likewiſe reſound with his 
Praiſe? The beloved Diſciple, in a Viſion no leſs 
clear and far more magnificent, beholds the LAMB 
that was ſlain, ſtanding in the mid of a reſplendent 
Throne; moſt beautifully adorned with a circling 
Rainbow, and terribly dignified by the Blaze of 
Lightnings, and the Sound of Thunders. Before 
this auguſt Throne, and at the Diſpoſal of the once 
Naughtered SAVIOUR, are ſeven Lamps of 
burning Fire; expreffive of the DIVINE SPI. 


RI T, in all the Variety of his miraculous Gifts, 


and ſanctiſying Graces +.—Four and twenty Elders, 
clothed in white Raiment, with Crowns on their 
Heads, and the Harps of GOD in their Hands, 
fall proftrate in deepeſt Homage before the LA MB. 


They ſtrike the golden Strings, and ſing that ſu- 


blime euchariſtic Hymn; Thou art worthy to take the 
Book, and to open the Seals thereof : for thou wat ſlain, 
and” hoſt redeemed Us to GOD 5 thy Blood, out of 
every Kindred, and Tongue, an People, and Nation; 


and haſt made Us, unte our G 9, Kings and 


Preefts +. 8 
ehald 


+ "Fa. vi. I, 2, Sc. compared with John xii. 41. 
7 Rev. i iv. 5. t 15 v. 9, 10 
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Behold the Hierarchies of Angels: they are in 
Number ten thouſand times ten thouſand.— Hari / 
They raiſe their Voice, and awaken all the Powers 
of Harmony. Ibo is the Subject, and what is 
the Burden of their Song? Worthy is the LAMB 
that was ſlain, to receive Power, and Riches, and Wiſ- 
dom, and Strength, and Honour, and Bleſſing. —Nor 
theſe alone, but every Creature which is in Heaven, 
and on the Earth, and under the Earth, and ſuch as 
are in the Sea, join the immenſe Chorus. They cry, 
in loud reſponſive Strains of Melody and Devotion 
Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power, be unto 


Him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and unto the LAN 


for ever and ever &. 


This, You obſerye, is the devout Acknowledg- 
ment, not only of the Cherubim, the Seraphim, 
and the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, but of 
every*Creature.—The Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, 
which garniſh the Heaven. Beaſts and creeping 
Things, Mountains and Hills, fruitful Trees and all 
Cedars, which repleniſh the Zarth—Metals and Mi- 


nerals, Gems and Foſſils, the ſubterraneous Riches 


of Nature, or Things which are ander the Earth— 
Even all thoſe Objects, which my Theron lately con- 
templated, do, in their way, magniſy the LORD 


FESUS, They bear witneſs to his Power, as 


their CREATOR; they are ſubſervient to his 
Intereſts, as our MEDIATOR; and, in this 
manner, they glorify his ſacred Name. 

Under ſuch Views of the bleſſed REDEEMER, 
inlarged and elevated even to Aſtoniſhment, is it W 
lible 


* Rev. v. 11, 12, 13. 
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ſible to over · rate the Worth of his mediatorial Obe- 


dience? Is it poſſible to lay e much Streſs on his 
expiatory Sacrifice, or aſcribe too much Efficacy to his 


Vicarious Righteouſneſs, 


Tobe Honours, . which He receives, let Us add 
the Morls which he has done. By theſe, in the Days 
of his Fleſh, were diſplayed the Greatneſs of his 
Glory, and the Might of his Majeſty. | 

Behold ! ſays the Almighty. FATHER; my 
Servant, He who condeſcends to become my Ser- 
vant in the matchleſs Work of Redemption; /hall 
deal prudenily, ſhall conduct Himſelf with all the 
Dignity and all the Sanctity of Wiſdom. In conſe- 
quence of which, He ſhull be exalted, be extolled, and 
be very high *.—The Paraphraſe of the Jewiſh 
Commentators on this beautiful Climax is, though 

inadequate, not contemptible. ** The MESSIAH, 


they ſay, ſhall be higher than Abrabam, more il- 


* luſtcious than foes, and exalted above the An- 
« gels of Light, even above the prime Miniſters + of 
% Heaven.“ - What follows, is an Attempt to render 
this Expoſition ſomewhat 4% deſeclive. 
Here, could You open my Chamber-door, and 
pcep upon your Friend, you would find Him in the 
jame Attitude, and under the ſame Perplexity, which 
were formetly obſerved in Phocion. Sitting one Day, 
amidſt an Aſſembly of the People, and preparing to 
make a public Oration, He appeared uncommonly 


thoughtful. Being aſked the Reaſon, © I am con- 
60 ſidering, ſaid He, how I may ſhorten, what I 


„ ſhall 


* Ia. Iii. 13. 
+ Prime Miniſters, this is almoſt a literal * 
of their Words, NWN e 
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x 1 & ſhall have Occaſion to ſpeak.” — The Compaſs of 
my Subject, would demand many Volumes; whereas, 

the Limits of my Letter, will allow but a few Para- 

= graphs. 


Our LORD gave Sight to the Blind. He 
poured Day upon thoſe hopeleſs and benighted Eyes, 
which had never been viſited with the Jeaſt dawning 
Ray.—The Dumb, at his Command, found a ready 
Tongue, and burſt into Songs of Praiſe. The 
Deaf were all Ear, and liſtened to the joyful Sound 
of Salvation,—The Lame, lame from their very 
Birth, threw aſide their Crutches, and full of Tranſ- 
port and Exultation, leaped like the bounding Roe “. 

; 5 He 


* We have the fineſt Repreſentation of this Event, 
given Us by the inſpired Hiſtorian, As iii. 8. And He 
leaping up, flood, and walked, and entered with them into 
the Temple ; walking, and- leaping, and praifing GO D.— 
The very Language ſeems to exult, in a redundant Flow 
cf expreſſive Phra es ; juſt as a poor Cripple, who never 
knew either the Comfort of bodily Vigour, or the Plea- 
ſure of local Motion, may be ſuppoſed? to do, when ſud- 
denly and unexpectedly bleſſed with both. He would 
exert his new acquired Powers again and again; firſt in 
one Attitude, then in another. Somerimes to try, whe- 
ther He was really healed, and not under the pleafing 
Deluſion of a' Dream ; ſometimes from a Tranſport of 
conſcious Delight, and to expreſs the Sallies of Joy that 
ſprung up in his Heart. „ 4 

Though I acknowledge Mr. Pope's Deſcription to be 
extremely beautiful. SOT: | 


— The Lame their Crutch forego, 
And leap exulting like the bounding Roe; 


yet I cannot perſuade myſelf, that it is to be compared 
with St. Luke's Draught, either in the Variety of Figures; 
in the Richneſs of Colouring ; or in that Exuberance of 
Style, which, on this Occaſion, is ſo happily ſignificant, 
and ſo perfectly picturęſiue. | | 


5 


2 Wy EE — 
— — — pr 
_ .- 


=_Y 2 — 2 4 5 
1 
— * 

A — 


4 

'T 

. 

k 

-1} 
q 
Wl 


* 
7 * 2 

* 

= — 
— 2 2 
S — AAAS 
* — 


75 As PAS 10 fo TRHRERONY). Let. 8. 
—He reſtored Floridity' and Beauty to the Fleſh, 
emaciated by conſuming Sickneſs, or encruſted with 
a lotheſome Leproſy. — All Manner of Diſeaſes, 


though blended with the earlieſt Seeds of Life, and 
riveted in the Conſtitution by a long inveterate Pre- 


dominancy— Diſeaſes, that baffled the Skill of the 


Phyſician, and mocked the Force of Medicine— 
theſe He cured,. not by tedious Applications, but in 
the Twinkling of an Eye; not by coſtly Preſcrip- 
tions, or painſul Operations, but by a /Yord from 
his Mouth, or a Touch from his Hand; nay, by the 
Fringe of his Garment, or the bare Act of his 
Will. 

Any one of theſe Miracles, had been enough to 


endear the Character, and eternize the Memory of 


another Perſon. But they were common Things, 
Matters of daily Occurrence, with our Divine 
MASTER. The Years of his public Miniſtry, 
were an unintermitted Series of ſuch healing Won- 
ders; or, if any Intermiſſion took place, it was only 
to make way for more invaluable Miracles of ſpiritual 
Beneficence, 

Behold Him exerciſing his Dominion over the ve- 


. getable Creation. A Fig-Tree, adorned with the moſt 


promiſing Spread of Leaves, but unproduQive of the 


expected Fruit, withers away at his Rebuke, It is 
not only ſtripped of its verdant Honours, but dried 
up from the very Roots *, and periſhes for ever. A 


fearſul, yet ſignificant Intimation, of that final Ruin, 
which will overtake the ſpeciaus Hypocrite. Who, 


while laviſh in outward Profeſſion, is deſtitute of in- 


ward Piety, 


Mark xi. 20. 
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His Eye pierced through the whole Morld of Ma- 


ters; diſcerned the Fiſh, that had juſt ſwallowed a 
piece of ſilver Coin; and guided its Courſe to Pe- 
ters Hook *. *Tis true, when the Gatherers of the 


ſacred Tax came, to collect his Share for the Repa- 
ration of the Temple; He had not a Sufficiency of 


Money, to fatisfy ſo ſmall a Demand 4. Yet He 
takes occaſion, from this moſt abje& Poverty, to 
2 manifeſt the Immenſity of his Riches. He makes the 
1 gteat Deep his Revenue; and bids the ſcaly Nations 


bring him their Tribute. Never was ſuch Indigence 
aſſociated with ſuch Magnificence ! And never, never 
let Us forget, that the Indigence was ours, the Mag- 


gnificence all his own ! 


The Waters themſelves, it may be ſaid, are far 
more unmanageable, than their Inhabitants. Who 
can controul that outrageous Element? Which has 
deſtroyed ſo many gallant Fleets, with the Armies 
they bore; and which would laugh at the Oppoſi- 
== tion'of the united World, —The LORD JESUS 
1 walks upon its rolling Surges 4, and ſpeaks its moſt 
1 | tem- 


* Matt. xvii. 27, How wonderful is this ſeemingly lit- 


due Miracle! Or rather, what a Clffer of Wonders is 
XX comprized in this ig AR ! —That any Fiſh, with Mo- 
WF ney in its Mouth, ſhould be catched—with Money juſt 
oft ſuch a Value—and in the very firſt Fiſh that offered 


itſelf— What a pregnant Diſplay of Omniſcience to know, 
of Omnipotence to over-rule, all thefe fortuitous Incidents ! 
= + About Fourteen-pence. . _ FO, 

1 He treadeib upon the Waves of the Sea, is one of the 
== Prerogatives, aſcribed to the moſt high G OD, Fob ix. 
38. The original Word mn ſignifies a Sea, that rolls 
1 Ie ; and ſuch, We have Reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
== were the Waves on whick our LORD walked ; fince 
an "a7 2 the- 
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the Sea are mighty, and rage horribly, but yet the 
LORD, who loved Us, and waſhed Us from our 
Sins in his own'Blcod, i mightier ®, 

The Winds are yet more ungovernable, than the 
madding Ocean. When theſe are hurled + abroad, 
to ſhatter the Foreſts, and ſhake the Shores, Who 
can curb their Rage? What can withftand their Im- 
petuoſity ? Even the boiſterous Winds hear the S A- 
VIOUR's Voice ; and, as ſoon as they hear, obey. 
His Voice, more powerful to reſtrain, than brazen 


Dungeons to confine, chides the furious Whirl wind, 


The furious Whirlwind is awed into immediate Si- 
lence. 


the Veſſel to which He bent his Courſe, was Pacandeuery, 
laſhed, battered, tormented, by their vehement Concuſſions. 
Matt. xiv. 24. 2 | 
| CPI ANCE. 

+ This is the literal Tranſlation of that beautiful He- 
brew Phraſe, which occurs Jonab i. 4.—The ſacred Wri- 
ter, deſcribing the ſtormy Meſſenger, which was diſ- 
patched to arreſt a fugitive Servant, fays 5h The 
EORD hurled forth a great Wind. The ſame Expreſſion 
is applied to Saul, (1 Sam. xvili. 11.) when He darted 
his Javelin at David, with a Deſign to transfix . and nail 
Him to the Wall.—What an elegant, and how awful an 
Image! Storms and Tempeſts, with all their irreſiſtible 
Fury and dreadful Ravages, are like mffive Weapons in 
the Hand of JEHOVAH. Which He launches with 
greater Eaſe and ſurer Aim, than the moſt expert War- 
rior emits the pointed Steel. = 5 

I Immediate—This Circuſtance, as very much ag- 
grandizing the Miracle, is, with great hiſtorical Propriety, 
remarked by the Evangeliſt. The Sea is known to have 


a prodigious Sewell, and very tremendous Agitations, for- 


a conſiderable Time after the tempeſtuous Wind ceaſes. 
On this Occaſion, and in Obedience to its MAKERs 
Will, it departs from the fab/i/bed Laws of a 
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lence. That which a Moment ago, heaved the Bil- 
lows to the Clouds, and filled with Outrage the howl- 
ing Firmamentz now gently whiſpers among che 
Shrouds, and ſcarcely curls the ſmooth Expanſe. 
Something there is, even within the narrow Com- 
paſs of our own Breafls, which affords Room for 
more ſignal Exertions of DEITY, than the tur- 
bulent Billows, or the reſiſtleſs Storm. Agreeablp 
to the Suggeſtion of a Prophet; For h He that 


= formeth the Mountains; and createth the Wind; and, as 
2 more pregnant 


roof of divine Perfection, declareth 
unto Man what is his Thought, the GO D of Hoſts is 
his Name *; the Poſſeſſor of ſuch ſurpaſſing Power 
and Wiſdom, muſt unqueſtionably be the ſupreme 
LORD. And Who is this, but FESUS 


(CHRIST? He knew, what was in Man +, He 


diſcerned the Secrets of the Heart; diſcerned” the 
latent Purpoſe, before it diſcloſed itſelf in Action; 
even before it was uttered in Speech ; nay, while it 
lay yet an informed Embrio in the Mind. 

His Glance pierced into Futurity : eſpied Events, 
in all their Circumſtances 2, and with the greateſt 

; Per ſpi- 
No ſooner is the Word ſpoken, but there is a Calm; not 
an advancing, but an iaflantaneous Calm; not a partial, 
but a perfect Calm. Matt. viii. 26. Mark iv. 39. 

I Amos iv. 13. 

+ 7ohn ii. 25. This all-diſcerning Intelligence of the 
DEITY, is very emphatically expreſſed by the Pſalmiſt, 
P/al. exxxix. 1, 2, Ic. though the Sentiment, in one 
Clauſe ſeems to be ſomewhat weakened by our Verſion. - 
There is not a Word in my Tongue, would have a nobler 
Turn, and more extenſive Meaning, if rendered; 
BEFORE Yhe Word is on my Tongue, Thou, O LORD, 
knowef it altogether. 7 — E | 

'Þ all their Circumflances—See a very remarkable 


| Exemplification of this Particular, Mar# xiv. 13. There 
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Perſpicuity, before they came into Being. The 
hidden Things of Darkneſs were open, and the Con- 
tingencies of to-morrow were preſent, to his all- 
pervading Eye. Nay, the unthought-of Revolutions 
even of diſtant Ages, the aſtoniſhing Cataſtrophe of 
diffolving Nature, and the awful Proceſs of ever- 
laſting Judgment, He clearly foreſaw, and particu- 
larly foretold. 

Nor docs He only penetrate the Receſſes, but 


over-rule the Operations of the Soul. He ſo intim:- 


dated a Multitude of ſacrilegeous Wretches, that 
they fled, not before his drawn Sword, or bent Bow, 
but at the Shaking of his ſingle Scourge *.— He fo 

awed, 


meet you — not barely a Pein, but the Sex and Age 
are both ſpecified - not two, or ſeveral, but one Man 


not within any given Space of Time, but at the very 


Aaſlant of your Arrival not empty-handed, but bearing 
a Hesl not of Wood or Metal, but an earthen Pitcher — 
filled, not with Wine or Milk, but with Water — carrying 
it into that very Houſe, where the Preparation was made, 
and the Paſſover was to be celebrated. What a Multitude 
of Contingencies! All minutely fortold by our LOR D! 

* Fobn ii. 14, 15, Ce. St. Ferom looks upon this 
Miracle, as one of the greateſt, which our SAVIOUR 


wrought. And indeed the Circumſtances are very ex- 


traordinary.— That one Man ſhould undertake ſo Bold, 
and execute fo hazardous a Tak — One Man, without a 
Cemmiſſion from Cæſar without any Countenance from the 
Jewiſh Rulers; without any Arms, either to terrify the 
Multitude or defend Himſelf.— That He ſhould caſt out 
the whole Tribe of mercenary Traffickers; wreſt, from 
thoſe Worſhippers of Wealth, their darling Idol; and 
trample under Foot their great Diana And all, without 
Tumult or Oppoſition ; not one of the ſacrilegeous Rab- 
ble, daring to move the Hand, or open the Mouth, or 


* & peep.” —Whoever reflects on the fierce and ungowernable 


Nature of an incenſed Populace ; or conſiders the bitter 


Ln al 
. SR 
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uud, by one ſhort Remonſtrance “, an Aſſembly of 
E # | conceited and oftentatious Phariſees, that they could. 

neither gainſay, nor endure the Energy of bis Dif- _ 
28 courſe, Though nat ta endure, was à tagit Acknow- 


JF ledgment of Guilt, and muſt cover them with public 
IF Confuſion, — With a Word, the moſt id and 


9 gentle + imaginable, He flung ſuch Terror into 3 
Band of armed Men; as blaſted all their Courage, 


and laid them /unned and profirgte on the Ground. | 
1 All Hearts are in his Hand. He turneth them, as 
the Rivers of Water, whitherſogver He will t; with 
as much Eaſe, and with the ſame efficacious Sway, 
as the Current of the Rivers is turned by every In- 
flection of the Channel. Folloiy me, was his Call to 
James and John: Follow me\|, was all He ſaid to 
Levi the Publican, Though the firſt ware engaged 
in all the Ardour of Buſineſs; though the laſt was 
fitting at the very Receipt of Cuſtom; yet both He 
and they, without any Demur, or the leaſt Delay, 
== left their Empley, left their neareſt Relations, and 
I Vor, III. | ) F. 71 F f 2 1 wi religned - 


and outrageous Teal of Demetrius and the Craftſmen, on a 
leſs irritating Occaſion; may poſſibly find Himſelf almoſt, 
if not altogether, of the Latin Father's Opinion. 
John viii. 7. John xviii f. . Pray. xxi. 1. 
Mark ii. 14. He ſaid in the Beginning, Let there be 
Light ; there was Light: Let there be a Firmament ; twas 
ſpread abroad : Let there be a World; it aroſe of Nothing, 
In the Days of his Fleſh likgwiſe, He ſpeaks, and it 
is done. His Ward is a Work. He ſays to the Diſciples, 
Fellew me; they come to the Leper, Be chan; He is 
cleanſed—to the Paralytic, Ariſt, take up thy Bed, and wall; 
'tis all performed, as ſoon as commanded.—Surely then 
We muſt confeſs, this is the Voice of a GOD, not of a 
Man ! Tondzde is our LORD's “ Word, when He 
Fun e a miraculous Cure: which exactly correſpond; 
ich that admired and magnificent Expreſſion 5Þ Cen. j. 3; 
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teligned their 6arthly All, to attend * poor and dee A ; b 
MASTER. — Their Acquaitnitatice, no doubt, # 
would remonſtrate a thouſand Inconveniencie | 

hthuſiafts ; but all theſe Cotifiderations were lighter 7 

an Duſt, Were den than nothing g· hen et f in 


"Me ane . of n in the unſeeling 
Aafitious Wretch; and 4l&vattd, beyond tlie Height 
öf the Stars, Defites that lay groveling even below 
che Mire of the Swine. The Slaves of Sin He re- 
ſtored to the Liberty of Righteouſneſs; and unhappy 
Creatures, Who" were degenetated into the Likeneſs 
of tue Devil, He renewed after the Itnage of the 
bleſſed *G'O D:=Thefe were the Effects of his per- 
ſonal Preaching ; thefe are fil the Conqueſts of his 
orious Goſpel; and do not cheſe declare his Domi- 
non over the Intellectuâl Oeconomy? That the 
World of Minds, as well as of matetial Nature, is 
open to his Inſpection, and ſubject to his Controul ? 
The Deau ſeem to be more remote from human 
Cognizanee, than tlie 'Settets of the Breaſt; leſs 
liable to any human | Juriſdiction, than the warring 


Elements. What Potentate can iſſue a Mit of 


| Ruleaſe to the Grave? Or eite the diflotyed Soul, to 
re enter the breachifeſs Corpſe ?. Let this, even this, 
our mighty MEDIATOR executed. He opened 
the Eyes, which were ſunl in their Sockets, and 
Feated in the Tomb. He bid che Heart, that had 
forgot its vital Mitidn, n, ſpring into renewed and vigor- 
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15 1 , .QUS Life. The erimſon Flood, long congealed by 
the icy Hand of Death ; which had not only doſt its 
5 = Pulſe by Stagnation, but, likewiſe changed its very 
Texture by. Putrefadtion * ; circulates, at his ers 
h the 
1 its 
ug into the vgl, State, had taken its Plage in 
J cternal Habitations, returns, at aur R EDE EM ER 
Signal, to the Tenement of mouldering Clay; and, 
by the amazing Viſit, procl aims his Souereiguty over 
IJ thoſe wnirown Realms, and their myſterious Inha- 
bitants. 

As He recals from, forHe admits. into, the Abodes 
e future Happinelb. In the very loweſt. Depths of 
his Humiliation, He diſpoſed of the ran of Bliſs, and 
me Thrones of Glory, His Hands, when ſwollen 
8 with Wounds, and nailed to the Tree, (evidently 
2 |. ſuſtained the Keys of Hall and of Deathrte. , Then, even 
tmen, He opened and He ſhut either the Gates of 
che Grave, or the Portals of Paradiſe. What He 
= ſpeaks to the penitent Thief, is the Language of ſu- 
= preme Authority; To Day Malt thou be with me in 
= Paradiſe}. Tis a royal Mandammi, not an humble 
Petition. 

3 Does our LO RD's Superiority-extent to thoſe 
malignant Beings, the Devil and his Angels ?— 
„ Exen-thele, inſpight of all their formidable Srrength [fs 


a | forid and mantling with Health, thaou 
wondering Veins.— The Spiri, which had 


F 2 and 


1 Rev. L 18. t Luke xxili. 43. 
baia the Power of the apeſiate Angels, 


—.— —The lafl of Whom could b 
Thoſe omen; and arm * auitb the Force | 
V all theirs Regions, ; Lock VI. 221. 


bh, . xi. 39. 
Milton, de 
"9 ; 


E 
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and inextinguiſhable Rage, He makes his Footſtool. 
"He brake the Teeth of thoſe infernal Lions; and 
reſcued the helpleſs Prey, on which-their bloody Jaws 
were cloſing. At his Command, they abandon their 
 Conqueſts; and relinquiſh, however indignant, how- 
ever relutant, their long-accuftomed Habitations. 
His ſengl Command, more forcible than ten thouſand 
" Thunderbolts, diſpoſſeſſes a whole Legion ® of thoſe 
Kerce and haughty Spirits; drives them, all terrified 
and deprecating ſeverer Vengeance, to ſeek Reſt in 
folitary Defarts, or to herd with the moſt fordid 
Brutes.. 
As the plelſed E S US treads upen the Necks of 
thoſe Powers of Parkneſs, He receives the willing 
Services of the Angels of Light. They that excel + in 
Strength, and are active as Flames of Fire, even 
they fulfil his Commandment, and hearken unto the 
Voice of his Words. hin. graced the Solpmnity 
RE e | of 


Xa 


l Fog! - Mark v V. 9. | 

+ Would: any One ſee a Sketch of che Glory and 

lence of the angelic Nature? Let Him fee it, in 
that inimitably fine Stroke of the facred Pencil. 7 /aw 
another Angel come down from Heaven, having great Power, 
| nd the Earth-mas lightened with his Glory. Rev. xviii. 1. 
The laſt Clauſe is, I think, one of the moſt maſterly 
"Touches, of deſcriptive Painting, extant in Hiſtory, Poetry, 
or Oratoty. Millon gives Us. a Stricture of the ſame Kind, 
— 2 on the ſame Subject. But the poetic. Flight, though 
£4 eme is abſol utely inferior to the apoeghptic 
75 


— Grate — He hd 
5 Huis radiant Files, daxling the Moon. 
; In this Cale; We have a whole Brigade of celeſtial War 
_ riors; in the former; only a fag/c angelic Being. Thoſe 
; de 0 as 1 the Night, and Oy” 
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of his Birth; they attended Him, after his Tempta- 
tion in the Wilderneſs ; they were the fuſt joyful 
Preachers of his triumphant Reſurrection; and now 
He is ſeated on the Right-hand of the MAJESTY 
in the Higheſt, | | | 
Uv fland with Wings outſpread, 
Liſtening to catch their Maſter's leaſt Command, 
And fly through Nature, e er the Moment end. 


Behold Him, now, doing according to his Will, . 
in the Armies of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants 
of the Earth—Swaying the Sceptre, over the Legions 
of Hell, and the Powers of Nature—Exerciſing 
Dominion, in the Hearts of Men, in the Territories 
of the Grave, and Manſions of diſembodied Spirits. 
Then let my Theron determine under ſuch Views 


of our SAVIOU R's unequaled Majeſty, and. un- 


bounded Sovereignty, let Him determine—whether 
it be ſafer, to reſt our infinite and eternal Intereſts, 
on our don Righteouſneſs, rather than on His. 


Me have ſelected ſome few Manifeſtations of our 
REDEEMER's excellent Greatneſs. Even the 
Evangelical Hiſtorians, give us no larger a Proportion 
of his aſtoniſhing Deeds, than the Firſt- fruits bear 


to a copious Harveſt. Yet, were they all particularly 


© ay enumerated, 


the Moon: this, as exceeding the Brightneſs of the Sun; 
diffuſing additional Splendors on the Day ; and-illu- 
minating, not a vaſt Plain, not a vaſter Kingdom, but the 
whole Face of the Globe. If ſuch be the Luſtre of the 
Servant, what Images can diſplay the Majeſty of the 
LORD? Who has thouſand Thouſands of thoſe glorious 
Attendants miniſtering unto Him, and ten thouſand times. 
den thonſand. flanding Before Him ? Dan. vii. 10. 
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enumerated, and circumſtantially diſplayed, they 
would appear inconſiderable; compared with thoſe 
far more diflingui % Frophies of Almighty Power, 
which -He has decreed, in ſome ſuture Period, to 
ret ®. 
b He will gather to his ſacred Fold, the People of 
his antient Church ; though they are "Gſperſed into all 
Lands, and moſt inveterately prejudiced againſt the 
Truth of his Goſpel. —How mighty was his Hand, 
how illuſtriouſly outſtretched his Arm, when He 
made a Path through the Surges of the Ocean; drove 
the Torrent of Jordan backwards; and fetched Rivers 
of Waters from the flinty Rock ! Far more mighty 
will be ies Operations, when He ſhall remove the 


ſeemingly - 


of our LORD, AT Wir as the 
and PRESERVER of all Things, 
not mentioned Here ; becauſe, ſomething of this Wind 
is profeiſedly attempted, in The Deſcant upon Creation, 
ſubjoined to * whe firſt Volume of Meditations among the 
| Tombs, &c. To which | beg Leave to refer my Readers. 
And ſhall more than make amends for the preſent Omiſ- 
fion, by tranſcribing a Paſſage from the N;ghr-Thoughts ; 
Which preſents Us with a magnifcent Diſplay Cy this 
great Truth. 
ion, by bow all Worlds 
Mere made, and one redeem'd ; whoſe regal Power 
On more than adamantine Bafis fix'd; 
O'er more, far more than Diadems and Thrones 
 dawiolably reigns ; beneath whoſe Foot, 
| Hind by the Mandate of whoſe awful Nod, 
2 Ml} Regions, Rewalutions, Fortunes, Fates, 
ef High, of Low, of Mind and Matter, roll 
mel the ſhort chu of expiring Time, 
NN i 
; _ Night-Thoughty, Ny | If, 
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ſeemi ly unſurmountable Obſtructions, to the ge- 
neral e/toration of the Jews 3 ; ſhall throw all their 
religious Apprehenſions into a new Channel; and 
cauſe. Tears of penitential Sorrow to ſtart from their 
ſtony, Eyes, Confeſſions of unfeigned Faith to iſſue 
from their blaſpheming Lips. — Vet thus it will 
aſſuredly be, In the Volume of the divine Book it is 
written, They ſhall look an Him, whom they have. 
pierced, and mourn *, They ſhall adore as the 
MESSIAH, the once deſpiſed Galilean; and fix all 
their Hopes of final Felicity on that very PERSON. 
whom their Fathers ſlew and hanged on a Tree. 
Amazing Revolutien in the religious World ! Yet 
this, together with the Deſtruction of Aztichri/2, and 
the Hlumination of the benighted Gentiles, may paſs 
for ſmall Incidents ; compared with thafe ſtupendous 
Events, which will dignify, and hgnalize the clofing 
Scene of Affairs. 
Then, ſhall the LORD 7 ESUS be manifeſted 
in unſpeakable Glory; and exert ſuch Acts of Omni- 
potence, as will be the Terror of Hell, the Foy at 
Heaven, the Wander of Eternity.—Then, will He 
put an end to Time, and bid the Springs of Nature 
ceaſe to operate. Then, ſhall his tremendous Trum- 
pet rend the univerſal Vault, and pierce. the Dormi- 
tories of the Dead. —Then, will He /hate the Earth 
out of its Place 4, and before his majeſtic Prefence- 
the Heavens n 1 away ts n, not 4 1 
Nation | | 


| 


: 1 Boe uild nec „ | 

1 How grand is the Idea. when a 5 Bow 
thy Heavens, O LORD, and come. d:wn ; touch the Moun- 
tains, and they fall Sr Ia ponies” is 2 TT" 
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Nation ew, hut Maa Multitudes of Nations, | 
by 


when Hs "_y ; _—_ Springs of Wattrs were ſeen, and thi 
Foundations of the World were diſcovered, at thy Chiding, O 
LORD, at the Blaſs of the Breath of thy Diſpleaſure.— 
Tranſcendently: and inimitably grand is this Deſcription, 
thou n iven Us by the moſt plain and artleſs Writer in 
the Jau à great white Throne, and HIM THAT 
SAT 0 N TT, from ewhoſe Face the Heavens and the Earth 
ud avway, and there was no Place found for them. Rev. 
= 11. 

In V. . admired Repreſentation, Tupiter hurls his 
Thunder and a Mountain falls at the Stroke; 


. 8 — Ile flag rant 
Aut jog aut Keen, aut alta — Telo 
Dejyicit. | Georg. I. 331. 


In Homer's more terror-ftriking Piece, Neptune ſhakes 
the wide-extended Earth. The Mountains tremble to 
their Center; the Ocean heaves its Billows ; and Cities 
reel « on their Foundations. 


- Atlag enpY; Tlogegawy 3 
1 hl amrmpeomy, Opewy T GUT EWVOE Xp, 
Hasle & e£o0uovlb woke wo Idyc 


Ka. vafu pal, 82 Os & mis Ax v. 
Iliad. + 1 57. 


. the, SON of the eternal G OD appears only, 
and all Nature is alarmed: nor Heaven nor Earth can 
keep their Standing: they flee away, like the frighted 
Roe. How groweling are the loftieſt F lights of the Grecian 

nd. Roman Muſe, compared with this rd and 
Keyarion of the Sod htc Spirit! 

Pet Us conſider the —_—_— little more attentively. 
5 olet hec ſub Luce videri aſterly Performances, the 
more cloſely: they are examined, the more highly they 
2 it is not ſaid, A few Herds of the Foreſt, a 

or Armies, or Nations; but the «whole Syſlem 
ef —— Fhings.—It is not ſaid, They were thrown 
into great 8 but they fled intirely away ; not, 
ay ſtarted from their ende but they 75 Ante 
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be born in a Day a; yea rather, in an Hour, in a 
Moment, in the Twinkling of an Eye.—All- that 


are aſleep in the Beds of Death; even thoſe who, 
periſhing in Tempe/?s, are ſunk to the Bottom of the 


Ocean; or, ſwallowed up by Earthquakes, are buried 
at the Center of the Globe ; all ſhall hear his Voice; 
and hearing, ſhall awake; and awaking, ſhall come 
forth.— Every human Body, though Ages have re- 
volved, ſince it gave up the ghoſt ; though Worms 
have devoured the Fleſh, and Diſſolution mouldered 
the Bones ; though its Parts have been gr:nded by the 
Teeth of Beaſts, or conſumed by the Rage of Fire 


_ difipated in wiewleſs Winds, or ſcattered over the 


boundleſs Globe; loſt to our Seaſes, and loſt even to 
our Imagination; yet will every human Body then 
be reſtored ; its Limbs reaſſembled, and not an Atom 
wanting ; its Frame rebuilt, and never be demoliſhed 
more, | 

Then, ſhall the unnumbered Myriads of departed 
Spirits return from their ſeparate Abodes; and, com- 
miſſioned by HIM who is the Reſurreftion and the 
Life, reanimate each his organized Syſtem. —Then, 
ſhall Satan and his Accomplices, thofe execrable and 
horcid Criminals, be dragged from their Dungeons 
of 


D:/luticn ; not, they removed to a diſtant Place, but there 
"vas found no Place for them; they ceaſed to exiſt ; they 
were no more.— And all this, not at the ſtrict Command 
of the LORD JESUS; not at his awful Menace, or 
before his fiery Indignation ; but at the bare Preſence of 
his Majeſty, fitting with ſerene but adorable Djgnity on 
kis "Fhivee. _ 1 

If this is not the true Sublime, in its utmoſt Scope, 
Force, and Beauty, I muſt confeſs, I never ſaw it, nor 
ever expect to ſee it. : 

N K. d. 
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ol Darkneſa, and receive their Doom at the RE- 
DEEMER's Tribunal. — Then, will Mifery and : 
Happineſs, both confurmdte,, and both everla/ling, be 
awarded, by. the SA V IQ.U R's Sentence. — Then, 
will He conſign over the ungadly World, and the 
rebellious Angels, to the Flames of Hell, and to 
Agonies of Deſpair. Then, will He inveſt the 
| Righteous. with the Inheritance of Heaven, and in- 
ſtate them in the Fulneſs of Joy. His Word is Fate; 
432 ſeals, and Eternity executes, whatever 

®He decrees. 

And bas this FE SUS, Go glorious, ſo majeſtic, 
fa adorable—has HE vouchſafed to take our Nature, 
and become our Righteouſneſs? Was HE made un- 
der the Law? Did HE fulfil all its Demands ? Give 
perfe& Satisfaction to, the penal, and yield perſect 
Obedience to the preceptive? On purpoſe. that the 
Merit of all might be made over to Us ?—Aftoniſh- 
ing Condeſcenſion ! Ineffable Grace! What Thanks 
are due, to ſuch infinitely rich Goodneſs What 
a Remedy is here, for the Impotence and Guilt of 
fallen Man !—What a ſure Foundation of Hope, 
aud what an abundant Source of Joy, to every One 
a belieyeth ? FLOWS | 


It is declared by the Oracle of GOD, That juch 
an HIGH-PRIEST became Us, was abfolutely 

neeeſſary for aur obnoxious. and, ruined Condition, 

whois Holy, Barmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners 
and made higher than the Heavens v. It appears, 1 

flatter myſelf, from the Letter already i in your Hand, 

"Tha 


| * Feb. vii. 26. i 
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That CHRIST fully anſwered the farmer Cha- 
racter; and from this Epiſtle, I hope it will appear, 
That He is the very Perfon deſctibed i in the "_— 
Clauſe. OC; al 10 
Eſtimate now, my deat Friend, efimate if You | 
can, the Glory and Excelleney of this Sublime PE R- 


SON. Then may Vou learn, how to ſtate the Marti 
of his Righteouſneſs, and the Degræs of Afﬀance 
ſuited to his Merits, Rather you will perceive, that 


his ſpotleſs Birth, his perfectly obedient Life, his 
exquiſitely, bitter Death, are a Satisfaction of un- 


known Dignity ; praciaus , far beyond all the Graces 


of Men, and all the Duties of Angelns able to ſave 
to the uttermoſt, all that rely on. them, and come 
unto GOD through them. 

Conſonant to this, are the Sentiments of that pe- 
netrating Critic and profound Scholar, Dr. Lighifaot. 
Who, treating of our S AV LOU R's Obedience, 
ſays Add to all this the Dignity of his Perſon, 
«© who performed this Obedience: that He was G OD 
« 25 well as Man: and his Obedience is infinite. Such 
« as, in its Validity, ſubdued Satan, and in its All- 
c ſufficiency ſatisfied the Juſtice of GO D. —After 
which, our celebrated Author makes this important 
and delightful Improvement; Think, Chriſtian, 
de what a Stock of Obedience and Righteouſneſs here 
© is for thee, to anſwer and ſatisfy U thy Diſobedi- 
s ence and Unrighteouſneſs, if Thou become a Child 
«© of the Covenant. Here is enough for every Soul 
6 that comes to Him, be they never ſo many. Like 

2 1 SP c the 

9 * This is expreſſed by the ſacred Hiſtorian, with an 


Energy which no Tranſlation can equal; mw vu 7» 
n thunoarl ov ne pps. Matt. xxvii. 9. 


9. AsrAs10 fo TRENOR. Bet. 8. 
<« the Widow's Oil in the Book of Kings, there is 
enough and enough again, as long as any Veſſel i is 
<. brought to receive it *\” 

We need not wonder, that Gentiles, who are igno- 
rant of the REDEEMER; that Fews, who treat 
Him with contemptuous . Scorn ; that Prefeſſors of 
Religion, who. deny his eternal GODHEAD; 
place little, if. any Confidence in his Righteouſneſs. 
But it is ſtrange, that Chriſtians, who know the S A- 
VIOUR; who acknowledge his Divinity ; and be- 
lieve Him to be exalted above all Bleffing and Praife— 
it is exceedingly ſtrange, that they do not rejoice in 
Him; make their boat of Him; and ſay, with a 
becoming Diſdain, of very” other Dependence, Get 
9 hence + ! 

Such an Aſſemblage of divine Perfections, muſt 
warrant, muſt demand, the moſt undivided, and the 
moſt unbounded Confidence. There never was, no, 
not in all Ages, nor in all Worlds, any thing greater 
or richer, more dignified or exalted, than the Obe- 
dience of our LOR D.—Nay; it is impoſſible to 
imagine, what could be % ſuited to our Wants, 5 


proper ſor our Reliance, or o ſure to anſwer, more 
Winn anſwer all our ExpeQations. . 


Remember what the Apoſtle affirms, * you wil 
not wonder at my Aſſertion. In H 1 M dwelleth all 
the Fulneſ5 of the GOD HEAD bodily, How com- 
prehenfive and exalted is this Deſcription |! It collects 
into a Point all the Rays of Majeſty and Honour, 
It expreſſes in a Sentence, I ſay not whatever this Pen 
bas written, but whatever of Dignity and Excellence 


* 


1 8 Wants Works, Vol. II. p. 1258. 
- + Iſa. xxx. 22. 
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- the Bible itſelf contains be GO DHEA, the 
very Nature and Eſſence of the D EI TY—Tho Ful- 
xj of the GODHEAD; unerring Wiſdom, al- 

mighty Power, and whatever the great EH O VAH 
challenges as his own — Al the Fulneſs; every 
adorable Attribute, in the moſt ample Meaſure, and 
in the higheſt Degree—All this dwells, not viſits oe- 

caſionally, but ſtatedly, invariably, eternally refides— 

Dwells in CHRIST JESUS 4edih, with an Union 


inconceivably cloſe and intimate; inſomuch that the 


GODHEAD inhabiting, and the Manhood in- 
habited, make but one and the fame PERSON. 
Therefore, adds the ſacred Diſputant, ye are com- 
plete in HIM“. Never was any Concluſion more 
weighty in itſelf, or founded on more ſolid Prin- 
ciples.— Ve are not only pardoned, but reconciled ; 
and not only reconciled, but juſtified ; nay, ye are— 
and what can be ſaid or deſired more ? ye are coM- 
PLETE. And not barely before Men or Angels, but 


before infinite Purity and Omniſcience itſelf. Je are 


made (amazing and charming Truth I) the Righteouſ- 
net of GOD + in this wonderful 8 AV IO U R.— 
What a Fountain is this, or rather what'a Sea of 
| fathomleſs Depth, to obliterate all Sins, and ſupply 
all Wants! What a Mirrour of GO D's ſtupen- 
dous Grace, and ever to be adored Loving-kindneſs f 

Here let our Meditations fix, and here let all our 
| Expectations center. From this, not from any 
thing of our own, let Us derive our Peace, our Joy, 


our ſupreme Complacency.,—Into this Subject We 


can never dive too deeply, Of this Subject We can 
never think too magnarniye (The Ca erm 


* Cal. ii. 9. 19, t 2 cor. v. 21. 1 
" CY 


- "7 be 4 not l - 
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of CH RY $T is the Maſter- Pillar, on which our 
eternal Welfare teſts. Nay, it is the only Support, 
Which profervee Vs from Hy into endes F. 
don. 

1 — that Nall fipors 
1 h 

This renders his Interceffion pievalete,! Mei is an 
Advdeate, afucceſsful-Attvocate'with the FATMER. 
Why? Becauſe He is FESUS CHRIST the 
 Righteous* From tencerefuttsHis Abilityito | 
He'fhall juflify Many, ſaith he LORD JE RHiO- 
V A'H. On what *Confideration? Becauſe He is 
y Yighteous Ser vue +.—This, and no vther, the 
mexritorious Cauſt of our Savation. \ Fucleb bull be 
ſevuedz fall eſcupe Damnation, andunhertiOlory. On 
hat Reebdumt? On Rceounxef therighwousBRANCE 
raiſed "up unte David k. —Sinee den var Acesp- 
tance, Juſtification, and Salvation: ſinee dur Com- 
fort in Time, und our Mappinefs t Eternity, all de- 
pend upon die — grnpre of CHRIST: how 
ſhould we delight in - its /awltleſ, 
its matehliſs, its enllent 

Grand ! All-ſufficient ! In every reſpect porſoct 
Perg equal to it, on Earth, in Heaven, through- 

* the > Univerſs|—Surpifing t the Fate aur 
145115 Guile! 

* 1 John 3 it. wb + fa. — 7 
Yer. xiii. 5, 6. 1 believe, 4 7 ns e 


AY 
| 1 that che Salvation, mentioned in this and other 


Paſſages of like Import, is not limited to a temporal De- 
liverance, but extends to a State of ſp piritual and eter- 
24 Happineſs. The temporal is only à (ſubordinate 
| Bleding; % Kind of Appendage to the — : ſomewhat 
like the Haw round the Globe of the Moon, or that fair! 
and ſecondary Range of Colours, which Ka dong attends 
the glowing Rainbow. 


"Excellency \! —- 


* 7 - ' 
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Guilt | Surpaſfing the Reach of our Imagitation 8 
Surpaſſing all that We can 'exprefs or cone 
Being truly, properly, abfolutely Dry ins E! 
And is this Righteouſneſs mine? Is this Rightrout- 
neſs yours, Theron? Is this Righteoufreſs free for ver 
Sinner? Pletfing, captivating, raptutous 3 
— Who can forbear exulting and triumphing, in- 
boundleſs, this infinite Blefling.” On ſuch an Otea- 
ſion, methinks, ſome Sallies of Enthuſtaſm, vorieven 
ſome Starts of Tautology, are the Language of Gen- 
ſibility, of Propriety, of Nature. Sing, O ye Heu- 
vens ; for the LO RED, the LOR D Himſelf, d 
= gone it. Our juſtiſying Righteouſneſs i is Rniſhed 3 
W finiſhed by] EHOV AH, ſojourning in human Clay. 
= Shout ye lower Parts of the Earth: break forth mij 
Singing, ye Mountains; O Fureſt, and every Tee there- 
in. For the LORD bath moſt marvelouſly redeemed 
Jacob, and no leis illuſtriouſſy glorified himfelf iu che 
= Recovery of Iſracl *. — O for the Tongue of n 
Seraph — But even this would be defective: eh 
Ardour cold, and ifuch-Energy languid. 7 470 
I have done: 1 add no more: I leave — 
future Letter? to ſome more labour'd Eflay? Noz 
but to the Hymns of Heaven, and the Adorations 
of Eternity, to ſupply the Deficiency of my Acknow- 
ledgments.— In the mean Time, let me intreat my 
Theron to contemplate our LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
under that moſt illuſtrious Character, deſcribed by tht 
Prophet, 4 PRIEST upon bis THRONE t. 
Dignifying the facerdotal Cenſer by the regal Diadem; 
adding all the Honours of his eternal Divinity, to the 
Sacrifice of his vo Thimnu. ,— Then, I pro- 
mife 


: oY xliv. 23* ＋ Zech. vi. 13. 


Red 
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miſe myſelf, Lou will find it almoſt impoſſible, not 


to adopt the emphatical and ardent Proteſtation of 
the Apoſtle; GO D forbid, that I ſhould glory, that | 
| ſhould confide, ſave only in the Obedience and the 
' Croſs of CHRIST FESUS my LORD! 
. geen You made the Tour of France and ; "FM 
and, croſſing the Alpe, gained the Summit of ſome 
es Ridge When you looked round, with 
Aſtoniſhment and Delight, on the ample Plains, which 
crouded with Cities, and adorned with Palaces, ſtretch 
their beauteous Tracts below When you ſurveyed 
the famous Rivers, that roll in ſilent but ſhining Dig- 
nity; ſtating the Boundaries of Kingdoms, and 
waſting Plenty through the gladdened Nations 
When You ſhot your tranſported View to the Ocean, 
_ whoſe unmeaſurable Flood meets the Arch of Heas 
ven, and terminates the Landſchape with incan- 
cefvable Grandeur Did You, then, chooſe ta forego 
the Pleaſure reſulting from ſuch a-ProſpeR, in order 
to gaze upon the nated Cragg of ſome adjacent Rock 
Or, could You turn your Eyes from thoſe magnificent 
Odjects, and faſten. them with pleaſed Attention 
f - gy ſhallow Puddle, that lay ſtagnating at your 
Feet 
-You, Who have beheld the * can accom; 
modate the Simile, with peculiar Advantage. For 
which Reaſon, I ſhall wave the- Application; and 
only beg leave to tranſcribe a Wiſh, that is now warm 
on my Heart, and is often breathed in Supplication 
from my Lips—May the FAT HE R of our Spirits, 
and the. Fountain of Wiſdom, give us an inlightened 
Underſtanding, to K NOW Him that is true: grant 
Us the ineſtimable Bleffing, that Me may BE IN 


Him 
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Him that is true, even in his SON 7f8us 

CHRIST. For, this SAVIOUR. ig the true 

GOD, and that Privilege is Life eternal s. 
My Theron needs no Argument to convince flim, 


that ſuch a Prayer is an Act of rational and real 


Friendſhip; is the moſt — and fubſtautial 
Proof, that I am 


Hh „ 2 affectionate, © 
* Pa 60 Os 


- 


PCs 
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y or R two Letters bee coach 87 Vikas 400 
I hope they have not miſſed 50 Fat. I 
might inform” You, what Pleafure the gave me; 
and how highly I eſteem them. But You defire no 
ſuch Compliments: You defire to ſee me inipreſſed 
with the Sentiments, and living under their Influence. 
This would be the moſt acceptable Acknowledg- 
ment to my Apa, becauſe it would be the molt 
happy Effect to his Theron. May every Day theres 
fore, bring a freſh Acceſſion an to 
nay and of ſueh Satisfaction tu Tou! "i 
„ 2 


* 1 Ihn v. 20. e | e 


7 
* 
9 


—— 


98 THERON to As PAS 10. Let. gf 


To watch for my Soul, and pray for my Salvation, 
T am thoroughly convinced, is the trueſt Inſtance of 
rational and exalted F riendſhip, Every Claim to 
that amiable Character, is defective and wain, if it 
does not extend to our ſpiritual Intereſts, and our 


everlaſting Welfare. For which Reaſon, I need not 


intreat Nov to continue and perpetuate this beſt Ex- 
preſſion of ſocial Kindneſs. Or if 1 do, it is rather 
to teſtify how much I prize the Favour, than to 
prompt your affectionate and ready Mind. 


Your laſt found me at a Friend's Houſe, which 


lies pretty near the we/fern Ocean. — Veſterday waked 


by the Lark, and riſing with the Dawn *, I ſtrolled 


"Into the fragrant Air, and dewy Fields. While, as 


' Shakeſpeare with his "uſual Sprightlineſs expreſſes 


himſelf, 


"<> CRUE." SONS" WRATH — Jocund Day 
Sund ae, on ; th = nifly Mountains Top. 


-Sweet was the Breath of Morn, and ſweet the 
Exhalations of the freſhened Flowers—Grateful were 
995 ſoft Salutes of the cooling Zephyrs, attended with 

e Charm of earlieſt Birds Delightful the Sun, 
Painting with his orient Beams the Chambers of the 

. 8 Fi ir- 
D 71325 85 | | 


e endes "ex bunil Tecs Lux k ſcitat alma, | 
Et Matutin Polacrum fub Calmint Cant. VIRC. 


12 2 1 lovely Expreſiion ! NDeferibivg the Mild- 
. nefs, the Beauty, and the chearing Efficacy of the riſing 
Sun. It is, I chink, incapable of an egua/ Tranſlation; 
but reminds me of a very fine Compariſon in our facred 
Telzgues, which repreſents the charming Appearance, 
and the benign Influence of the Goſpel- church, at its 
firſt Opening on the Gentile Norla— N ho is this that looketh 

forth as the Morning 2 ? Cant, Vi, 10. 
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Firmament, and ni the Face of univerſal Na- 


ture?! | 
'My Mind, but little affeQted with theſe inferior 
Entertainments, was engaged in contemplating an 
Object of infinitely ſuperior Dignity. In contem- 
plating | that Adorable BEING, who ' raiſed 
from nothing raiſed this ſtupendous Syſtem of 
Things; and ſupports—with his Word ſupports the 
magnificent Frame. Who (to ſpeak in the Lan- 
guage of his own SPIRIT) openeth the Eyelids of 
the Ay and commandeth the Day-ſpring to know 
its Place x. Commandeth the Light, by its punc- 
tual and pleaſing Miniſtrations, to draw afide the 
Curtain of Darkneſs 3 and diſcover the Skies, ſhin- 
ing with Glories 13 and Mictole this: N ey 8 
with Beauties. | 


F A THER of er and 905 ſaid my wangen. 
ed Mind, 55 

— —Thow GOOD SUPREME: r 
O reach me what GE Teach me TAYSELF, 
Save me from Folly,' Vanity, and Vice, 
From every low Purſuit ! and feed my Sœhl 
IWith Faith, with conſcious Peace, and Virtue pare, 
n horn OR ION N $320 


Wrapt 3 in Walder, and loſt in Thought, I . | 
led careleſly along, till I was inſenſibly brought to 
the Shore. Which, in theſe Parts, is prodigiouſly 
high and ſtrong: perſectiy well fitted, to ſtand as an 


ee e do e * ee Moby 
of 


* Job. xxxviii. 12. F "Tu 0 uson % Winter- 
1 Theſe, doubtleſs are * the Doors and the Bars,” | 
whch the AL NG HTY mentions in the Courſe of his 


G 2 awful 
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of conflicting Winds, and the ponderous Sweep of 
daſhing Surges. Not that the Omnipotent EN GI- 
NEER bas any Need of theſe impregnable Ram- 
pazts.. Hare, it is true, they intervene ; and not 
anly repreſs the rolling Invader, but ſpeak. the amaz- 

ing Majeſty, of their MAKER. In other Places, 
all ſuch laboured Methods of Fortification are laid 
alide. The CREATOR ſhews the aſtoniſhed 


World, that He is confined to no Expedients; but 


orders alf Things according to the Pleaſure of his own 
Mil. Hs bids a low. Bank of deſpicable Sand, re- 
cCeœive and repel the moſt furious Shocks of aſſaulting 
Seas: And, thuugh the Waves thereof toſt themſelves 
with incredible Fierceneſs, yet can they. not. prevail ; 
though they roar, and feem to menace univerſal De- 
ſtruction, yet can ** not paſs over * this flighteft' of 
Mounds. | 
A winding Paſſage broke the Declivity of the De- 
ſcent; and led me, by a gradual Slope, to the Bot- 
tom. The Moon being in bes laſt Quarter, and the 
Tide at its. gteateſt Neceſs, I walked for a. while, 
where briny Wes were wont ta flow. The eb- 
bing Waterd bad left a vacant Space, feveral Fur- 
longs” broad; equal ir Length, tua à very extended 
Viſta; /mooth on ĩ̃ts Suface, as tha moſt level Bowl - 
ing- Tee 3. and erm as fra, as N our com _ 
ns PN 882 : | e d 


ET EW tories: to Jobs The 1 Doors, hich 
r rced ;. the u Rars, which can never be 
roke; and I may ade, „the conſpicuous Columns on which 
Er Providence tas inferfbedt that ſovereign] Mandate, 
u tra. Or, as the Prohibition runs in his own 
majeſtie Words, Hitherto Halt . be, ww” no _ 
3 n 9 
1 ba - ® Jer v.22. 
1 10 1009 57 8 1 101 L A932 6 
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ed Cauſey. Inſomuch, that the Tread of a Horſe 
ſcarce impreſſes it, and the Waters of the Sea never 


| penetrate it. Excluſive of this wiſe Contrivance, the 
| ſearching Waves would inſinuate themſelves into the 
Heart of the Earth. The Earth itſelf would be hel- 


loo as an Honey-Comb, or bibulbus as a Sponge. 


And the Sea, ſoking by degrees through all its 


Cavities, would, in Proceſs of Time, forfake its 
Bed, and mingle with the Plains and Mountains. 


But this cloſely cemented or glutinous -Kind of Pave- 
ment, is like claying the Bottom of the univerſal 


Canal. - So that the returning Tides confolidate, ra- 
ther than perforate its Subſtance, and prevent the 
Sun from cleaving it with Chinks.—Such, I hope, 
will be the Caſe, with this Soul of mine, 'and the 
Temptations that beſet me. Beſet me they do, they. 
will. But may they never win upon my AﬀeQions, 
nor gain Admittance into my Heart! Let them make 
me humble, and keep me vigilant ; teach me to walk 
cloſely with my GOD, and urge me to an inceſ- 
fant Dependence on CHRIST. Then, inftead of 
being ruinous, they may become advantageous; and 
inſtead of ſhattering, will only cleanſe the Rock, on 
which they daſh. | 

The mighty Waters, reſtleſs even in their utmoſt 
Tranquility, with a folemn'* but placid Murmur, 


G3 | ſtruck 
* This is deſcribed with amen 


Ho uA; 


Bn & ä 15 „ a 
And only not quite ſo beautifully by Mil ron; 
Hie ſaid; and as the Sound of Waters deep 
Hearſe Murmur vcbo'd vo his Fortis Applauſe. 


1 


'S 
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ſtruck my Ear. The Billows, ſometimes advancing 
to kiſs the Sand; ſometimes drawing back their curly 
Heads into the Deep; whitened, at their Extremi- 
ties, into an agreeable Foam. Which, with the te- 
flexive Repreſentation of the azure Canopy, formed 
the Appearance of a moſt ſpacious. floating. Mantle, 
tinged with a beautiful Blue, and edged with Fringes 
of Silver. Dignity and Elegance, I find, are the in- 
ſeparable | Characteriſtics of the CRE AT OR's 
Workmanſhip. As Comfort and Happineſs, 1 ſome- 
times perceive, are the very Spirit of his Goſpel, 
and the ne Produce of his Commands. 


On one Side, the Allem Main rolled its ts Surges 


from World to World. — Immenſe, immenſe Diffuſion 3 


of Waters ! „What a Spectacle of Magnificence and 
Terror! What an irreſiſtible Incitement to Reve- 
rence and Awe! How it fills the Mind, far) amazes 
the Imagination ! *Tis the grandeſt and moſt auguſt 


Object under the whole Heavens.—lIt reminds me of 


that apocalyptic Vifion, which Jahn, the inraptured 
Seer, beheld! it were a great Mountain burning 
with Fire, was caſt into the Sea, and the third Part of 
the Sea became Blood ; and the third Part of the Crea- 


tures which, were in the Sea, and had Life, died; and 
the third Part of the Ships were deſtroyed *, I have 
not Penetration enough, to diſcover the ſpiritual 
Meaning of this Paſſage; but, I diſcern a moſt 
dreadful Grandeur, int its plain and literal Senſe. — 
If We conſider the wonderful Compaſs, and the ter- 
rible Force of ſuch an enormous Maſs of Fire; if 
We OR its horrible and deſtruQtive Her, on 
| ax; {ACA 
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ſuch a vaſt Body of Waters, as the third Part of the 
Ocean; bow tremendous and aſtoniſhing is the 
Idea Surely, noching but divine Inſpiration could 
ſuggeſt theſe Images; as none but an Almighty B E- 
ING can execute this Vengeance. Who would 
not fear an eternal K ING, that has ſuch Weapons 
and ſuch Artillery, reſerved again/t the Day of Batile 

and War *. | © 
Spacious as the Sea is, GOD has provided a 
Garment, to cover it. Profound as the Sea is, GOD 
has prepared ſwadling Bands, to inwrap it. Ungo- 
vernable .as it may ſeem to Us, He over-rules it 
with as much Eaſe, as the Nurſe manages a new- 
born Infant + An Infant it is, before Almighty 
Power; and to an Infant it is compared, by J EHO- 
V AH Himſelf: though, to our Apprehenſion, it 
raves like a Hupendous Madman,—But if He com- 
mand, it opens a peaceful Boſom, and receives his 
People. It ſmooths the Way for their Paſſage, and 
ſtands as a Bulwark for their Defence. They march 
through the midſi of the Sea upon dry Ground, and the 
Waters are a Wall unto them on their Right-hand and 
on their left t. If he reverſes his Mandate, they drive 
down, with an irreſiſtible Sweep, upon the Hoſts of 
Pharaoh; and. overwhelm the Chariots and Horſes of 
Egypt. They pour Confuſion upon Arrogance ||, 
KS Res to , 
, Job zxxviii, 23. | + Job ai 8,9. f Exod. 

iv. 22. Ms | "0" N 

l. 4rrogance—This is deſcribed with exquiſite Delicacy, 
in the Emwxios or triumphant Song of Moſes. The Enemy 
aid, I wwill purſue; I will overtake; I will divide the 
Spoil ; my Luft ſhall be ſatisfied upon them: I will draw my 
Syord, mine Hand ſhall diſtroy them, What ſwelling 
G 4 + "3; "£7.09 200g 
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and diſappoint the Deſi igns of Perſecution and Cruel- 
ty —If he ſays, Be /till - the bellowing Surges are 
huſhed ; and the gentleſt Lamb is not ſo quiet. I 
He boys, Deftroy : even the quieſcent Waters kindle 
into Rage; they riſe in their MAK E R's Cauſe; 
and ten thouſand Lions, ſtung with Hunger, and 
ruſhing upon their Prey, are not ſo fierce. When 
He bids them execute any other Commiſſion; the 
Harſe broke to the Bu, the Spaniel diſciplined to the 
Sienal, are not half ſo dutiful and obſequious.— And 
ſhall our Paſſions be more wild than the Winds, more 
turbulent than. the Billows 1 ? Forbid it, Al mighty 
LORD! Thou that rule the Raging of the Sea; 
end the Noiſe of his IWaves, reftrain, ſubdue, and calm 
the Madueſt of the People. 

The Eye travels hard. It wanders over a vaſt, 
vaſt —— of guctuating Plains &. It reaches the 
Limits of the Hemiſphere, where Skies and Waves 
ſeem to misgle. Yet it has ſcarce made an Entry 
upon the World of Waters. What I here diſcern, 
is no more than the Skirts of the great and wide Seca. 
Tracts eee broader, are ſtill behind; and 
. . Tuds 
Words of fVanity are here!] The very Spirit of a whe 
reathes in every Sylable of this beautiful 
ſever was the Language of — Ferofity, and Rhods, 
moztade, ſo finely mimicked ow noble is the Turn, 
and how exalted Width which —_ ! 4 H 8 7 

4 Ed ce ere n 71 
Al bw rages Waters. . GOD of 9522 need 
t mmoen all his Power, or level the right-aiming 
Thander -bolts; He only blows with his Wind, and the 
reat Moustain breaks like a Bubble All chis inſolent 
5 farmidable Parade i is quaſhed ; finks into Nothing; 
8 in 8 hame —.— Ruin. Exod. XV. 9, 10. 


— Canpeſzue natantes. L Ver. 
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Tracts of unbounded Extent are behind even thoſe, 
— Great then, O my Soul, inconceivably great, is 
that adored and glorious SOVEREIGN, who ſit- 
teth upon this Flood, as upon a Throne *. Nay, 
Who holds it, diffuſed as it.is from Pole to Pole, in 
the Hollow of his Hand ; and before whom, in all 
its prodigious Dimenſions, it is but as the Drop of a 
Bucket, —How ſhall Reptiles of the Ground ſink 
low enough in their own Apprehenſions! What Hu- 
miliation can be ſufficiently deep for ſinful Mortals, 


before this“ High and Holy ONE!” Yet how 


may they riſe on the Wings of Hope] How may 
they ſear on the Pinions of Faith ! When, in the 
Language of his Prophet, and in his own SO N's 
Name, they thus addreſs the everlaſting GON. 
Awake ! Awake ! Put on Strength, O Arm of the 
LORD! Awake, for our Succour and Security, as 
in the antient Days, in the Generations of old, Art 
Thou not it, that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the 
Dragon? Art Thou not it, which hath dried the Sta, 
the Waters of the great Deep? That hath made the 
Depths of the Sea, a Way for the Ranſemed 10 paſs 
over 4? 

How grand, ſurpriſingly grand and majeſtic, are 
the Worts, as well as the Attributes of an Omni- 
potent BEING! What are all the Canals in 
all the Countries of the Earth, compared with this 
immenſe Reſervatory! What are all the ſuperb Edi- 


fices, erected by royal Munificence, compared with 
yonder Concave of the Skies! And what are the- 


moſt pompous Illuminations of "Theatres and trium- 
phant Cities, compared with the reſplendent Source 


of 
Pal. xxix. 10. + La. li. 9, 10. 
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of Day! They are a Spark, an Atom, a Drop.— 
Nay, in every Spatk, and Atom, and Drop, which 
proceeds from the Hand of the ALMIGHTY, 

chere is the Manifeſtation of a Wiſdom and a Power 

abſolutely incomprehenſible. 

Let us examine a ſingle Drop of Water, the very 
leaſt Quantity, that the Eye can diſcern; only fo 
much, as will juſt adhere to the Point of a Needle. 
In this almoſt” imperceptible Speck, a ſamous Philo- 
ſopher computes no leſs than zhirteen thouſand Glo- 
bules. Amazing to conceive ! Impoſſible to expli- 
cate !—lf then in fo ſmall a Speck, abundantly more 
than ten thouſand Globules exiſt, what Myriads of 
Myriads muſt float in the unmeaſured Extent of the 
Ocean Let the ableſt Arithmetician try to com- 
prehend in his Mind, not the internal Conſtitution, 
but only the Number of theſe fluid Particles. As 
well may He graſp the Winds in his Fiſt, or mete 
out the Univerſe with his Span, as execute the Taſk. 
— If then We are utterly unable to number (which 
is the me/? ſuperficial of all Reſearches) even the moſt 
common Works of the great JEHOVAH); how 
can We pretend to lay open the Secrets, and pene- 
trate the Receſſes of his infinite Mind! How can 
We pretend to inveſtigate the whole Proceſs, and 
ſolve all the Difficulties, of that high and deepeſt of 
the divine Schemes, RE DEMPTIONI! 

1 have ſometimes been offended, I muſt conſeſs, 
when You have inJarged upon the nyſterious Truths 
of Chriſtianity. But J perceive, the Beam was in 
my own Eye, when I fanſied, the Mote was in my 
Friend's. Is there, in every Ray of Light, and in 
every Particle of Matter, a Depth of Contrivance 

Te 7” 2 | unfa- 
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unfathomable by the Line of any human Underſtand- 
ing? And ſhall there be nothing abſtruſe or profound, 
nothing but what is level to our ſcanty Apprehenſions, 
in the great * Things of GO D's Law, and the gla- 
rious + Things of his Goſpel ? To expect this, is juſt 
as wiſe in itſelf, and juſt as congruous to Nature, as 
to expet—a Sea, whoſe Cavities might have been 
digged by our Spade—a Sky, whoſe Arches are mea- 
ſurable by our Compaſs—a Sun, whoſe Orb may be 
included in our Lanthorns. 1 

When therefore I read of ON E uncreated and 
eternal BEIN G, ſubſiſting in THREE Divine 
PERSONS; when I hear of an infinitely pure 
and perfect GOD, made Fleſh for the Redemp- 
tion of ſinful- Men; when I meditate on the righte- 
ous and univerſal J UD GE, reconciling the World 
unto Himſelf, by the Death of his own S ON; 
when a thouſand curious and inquiſitive Thoughts 
are ready to ariſe on the Occaſion; I will bid them 
| firſt ſound the Depths of a ſmg/e Drop, and then 
apply their Plummet to the Sou Ocean. This, 
I am, very ſure, is not weak Credulity, nor wild 
Enthuſiaſm; : but the matureſt Dictate of Reaſon, 
and the very Preciſion of Truth. Let then the great 
CREATOR make that ſublime Declaration; As 
the Heavens are higher than the Earth, ſo are my Mays, 
than your Ways ; and my Thoughts than pour Thoughts J. 
Let every human Creature add that humble Acknow- 
ledgment ; O the Depths of the Riches, both of the 
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are bis Fudgments, and his Ways paſt finding out * ! 
And net Devotion only, but Reaſon and Truth, wil 
ſay Amer to both. 8 

You ſee, Aſpaſio, how bus. trying to adopt wm 
Spirit. Lou will obſerve the willing Scholar, though 
not the preat Proficient. —But ftay | Is this Tight? 
Ta divert from ſuch commanding Subjects, and take 
notice of mere Punctilios? — My Friend may ſpare 
his Frowns. I am ſurpriſed and angry at myfelf. 
Away with the little Arts of Self- recommendation. 
Self ſhould be forgot, ſhould be followed up and 
iet in devout Aſtoniſhment, when We are viewing 


the Magniftcence, and Wer on "the enen 
of egen | 


Bekind- me, 10 far off tt to ifs North, Cris 
vuſky Coaſts juſt, and but juſt, emerged. Loſt were 
all her Woods and Mountains. Inſtead of orna- 
mented Towns, and cultivated Plains, a confuſed 
Miſt, or a low-hung Cloud, ſeemed to hover on the 
Ocean's. remoteſt Brim. —Behind me] Remembrance 
is rouſed at the Expreſſion, and Conſcience ſharpens 
her Sting. Ah 1 how often and how long, have 1 
treated in this very Manner, the nobleſt Scenes, and 
the ſublimeſt Joys! Have turned my Back—ungrate- 
fu} and befotted Creature ! — upon the heavenly 
Country, and wandered from the Regions of infinite 
Delight! Therefore now they appear dim. I have 
ſcarcely a Glimpſe of their tranſcendent Excellencies, 
Or if I fee them by Faith, it is with frequent Inter- 
miſſions, and much Obſcurity.—Turn me, O Thou 
997 of my Salvation, t turn me ſrom purſuing 


Fhagtogs, 


1 „Rom. xi = . 
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Phantoms,, and attach me to thy blefſed Self. Let 
me henceforth; ſteer an invariable Courſe to E M- 
MANUEL Kingdom. May its Treaſures, as 
L advance, open to my View, and its Glories brighter 
in my Eye. O]! may ſome Odours, better, far 
better, than Sabæan ſpicy Odours *, exhale from 
the deleQable Hills, and the celeſtial i Shores 
But chiefly thou eternal SP LR LT; breathe upon my 
Soul, both by thy convincing and comforting. Influ- 
ences! Nor ever ceafe to ſwell my Sails, and ſpeed 
my Progreſs ; till I arrive at the Land, that is very fur 
off; and fee the KING, the KING of (Grace and 
of Glory, in all bis incffable Beauty +. | 
On: my Leſt-hand, a Range of mountainous. Cafe 
roſe in a perpendicular Direction. The huge Pile 
extended, as far as the Sight could diſcern, its black 
Boundaries. Here, bending inwards to the Land; 
there, bellying out into the Deep; every where pro- 
jecting a Shade; ſeveral Leagues a- croſs the Ocean. 
The Heigli of theſe Cliffs fo prodigious, that every 


human Creature who comes near the Summit, ſtarts 


back terriſiid and agb. Only a few ſtraggling 
Goats venture to graze on the Top: and theſe, to a 
Perſon walking below, appear but as N r of mov- 


ing 


* Ae to W Lincoin Mer. ron, 7 

118 I when in them who. ſail... 
Beyond the Ca of Hope, and now are pat 
oſambic, of at Sea North-caft Winds blow 

Sabzan Ogdoar, from the ſpicy Shore 
Of Araby the Bleft, and many a League 
4 AW ber l n Smell old Ocean ili. 
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ing White. While the Sea- mews, that wirinow' 
the Air about the middle Steep, look like winged 
Animalcules, purſuing their little Sports in a different 
| Region. —The Appect of theſe Cliffs fo wild: and hor- 
rid, it is impoſſible to behold them without a ſhiver- 
ing Dread. The SpeQator is apt to imagine, that 
Nature had formerly ſuffered ſome violent Convul- 
fions,' or been ſhattered by the flaming Bolts; and 


that theſe are the diſmembered Remains of the dread- 


ful Stroke. The Ruins, not of 11 or e 
but of the World! 

Amazing! What eden daring Cranure 3 is 
vonder, gathering Samphire from the Cavities of the 
Rocks't He has let Himſelf down ſeveral Fathom, 


beneath the black and dizzy: Summit. — He gleans a 


poor Livelihood, from the Edges of Danger, mall I 
ſay ? Rather, from the Faws of Death. I cannot 
diſcern the Rope, to which He clings. He ſeems to 


be ſuſpended over the tremendous Precipice, by a 


Thread, by a Hair, by Nothing.—PIl look no longer. 
The very Sight chills my Veins. While I view his 
perilous. Elevation, I can think of nothing but a 
headlong Downfal, and fractured Bones; of Brains 
leſt to reek on the pointed Crags, and Blood . 
ing on the diſcoloured Beach. 

Suppoſe (if the Mind can bear ſo ſhocking a 
poſition) ſome poor Wretch, expoſed on the Bol © of 
this ſtupendous Proritotitory 3 withqut” any Support 
for his Feet; ; and, cleaving only . to A weak ſlender 


£7 Shrub, which but juſt adheres to the Interſtices | of the 


Rock, What tumultuous Thiobbings ſeize bis 
Breaſt 7 What a dying, Paleneſs invades. his Cheeks ? 
And what Agonies * hy ear rend * Heart? As He 
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hangs, projecting over the ragged Precipice; and ſur- 


veys the Ocean deep, wonderous deep below! 
The Bough gives way. His only Hope ſails. It 


yields more and more to his Weight. Good Hea- 
vens! He ſinks! He ſinks! O!] for ſome friendly 
Hand, to ſnatch him from periſhing ! Millions, Mil- 
lions of Gold, were the cheap Purchaſe of ſuch a 
Mercy.—There was a Time, my Soul, when thou 
waft in a Situation, equally ſhall I ſay ? Infinitely 


more dangerous. Tottering, not only on the Verge 
of Life, but on the very Brink of Hell. Remember 


that compaſſionate Arm, which was ftretched out, 
in the very Article of Need, to reſcue Thee from 
imminent and | everlaſting, Perdition. Never forget 
that gracious Voice, which ſaid—in Accents ſweeter 
than the Muſic of the Seraphic Choir“ Deliver 
him from going down into the Pit. Let his Health 
ebe reſtored, and his Day of Grace be Pen 
“ longed.” Ys EA 

In ſome Places,. the hideous Ruins not only tower 
to the Skies, but lean over the Strand. Prominent 
and frightfully pendulous, they nod Horror, and 


threaten Deſtruction on all below. A Perſon con- 


gratulates Himſelf, when He has got clear of the 
bending Precipice ; and can hardly forbear thinking, 
that the enormous Load is with- held by ſome unſeen 
Hand, till the execrable Mreteb, doomed to a moſt 
aſtoniſhing Vengeance, is come within Reach of the 
Blow. And truly, if he had the Strength of the 


Elephant, or the F irmneſs of the Behemoth, this 


muſt grind Him to Powder, or even cruſh Him, inte 


? 


How 


_ 
| 
; 
| 
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How awful to confider, that there is a Day com- 


ing, when wicked Potentates, and haughty Monarchs, 
will beg of yonder Seas, to yawn compaſſionately 


deep, and hide them in their darkeſt Abyſſes; hide 
them from the piercing Eye, and avenging Sword, 
of inflexible Juſtice.— That there is a Day coming, 
when the ſoft Voluptuary, the wanton Beauty, and 


all the Ungodly of the Earth, will befeech thoſe tre- 
mendous Ridges, with all their unſupportable Bur- 


den of craggy Rocks, to ruſb down upon their guilty 


Heads . If, by this means, they may be ſcreened 


from the infinaely more dreaded TR of divine 
Tndignation. | ' 
Vain are their Coeds and vainer ill would be 


their Refuge, ſhould' their paſſionate Requeſts be 


granted. Can Floods. conceal the impious Wretches; 

when the Caverns of the Ocean ſhall be laid bare, 
and the Foundations of the World be diſcovered ? 
Can Rocks ſecrete an obnoxious Rebel; when Rocks, 
"with all their marble Quarries; and adamantine En- 
trails; ſhall diffolve like melting Wax ? When Hills, 
that plunge their Roots to the Center, and lofe their 
toweting Heads in Air, ſhall fart ſrom their affright- 
ed Baſe t, and flee away like a withered Leaf. 


Good 


| Rev. iv. 15, 16. 
0 This eg our Remembrance a moſt ſublime De- 
ption of the Divine POWER, which ariſes in 
A — Qlimax, and terminates in this grand Idea: 
Te Voice of the LORD is mighty in Operation, the Voice of 
the LORD is a glorious Voice. The Voice of the LORD 
Þreaketh the” Cedar; yea, the LORD breaketh the Cedars 
of Lebanon. He maketh them alſo to ſtip like a Ca; I 1 
banon and Sirion lite a young Unicorn. Pſal. xxix. 4, 5, 6 3 
| f 
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Good GOD *® What racking Anguiſh. muſt they 
feel ! What inexpreſſibly ſeverer 'Tornient muſt they 
fear! Who can implore, ardeatly implore as a moſt 
deſirable Favour, what Imagination itſelf ſhudders to 
conceive. > | 


"Is 


The Voice of the LORD is mighty in Operation. This is 
the general Propoſition ; which, in the following Seil- 
tences, We ſee moſt magnificently illuſtrated. —The Voite 
of. the LORD' breaketh the Cedars ; when He ſpeaks in 
Thunder, and bids the Lightening execute his Orders, 
the Trees, the Cedar Trees, thoſe ſturdieſt Productions 
of the Earth, are ſhivered to pieces. Tea. the LORD 
brenketh the Cedars of Lebanon ; which, for Statelineſs 
and Strength, ſurpaſs the Oaks of the Foreſt, ſurpaſs 
every Tree of the Field, almoſt as much as the Oak ex- 
ceeds a Shrub.—lt is a ſmall Thing with FEHOP AH, 
to rend the Trunks, to tear-up the Roots, and make 
| thoſe maſſy Bodies ſcip lite @ Calf; even Lebanon and 
Sirion, the Mountains on which they grow, tremble be- 
fore their GOD. They are thrown into ſtrange Com- 
motions ; they are ready to ſpring from their Founda- 
tions; and, with all their Load of Woods and Rocks, 
appear like ſome affrighted or ſome ſportive Animal, that 
farts with Horror, or /eaps with Exultation. 0 | 
* Good GO D- This Exclamation is introduced on a 
vefy ſerious Occaſion, and uſed with an apparent Air of 
Reverence. Under which Circumſtances, perhaps, it 
may be ſometimes allowable, and not diſhonourable to 
the Divine MAJESTY. But, when it is admitted into 
ordinary Converſation, on trifling Occurrences, and with 
a Levity of Temper; it is itſelf a very great Offence, 
and diſcovers a very itreligious Spirit. It is ſo great an 
Offence, that the GO D of Heaven and Earth declares 
_ Himſelf the N of all ſuch Tranſgreſſors. Ie wil 
not hold them guiltleſs, or he will aſſuredly puniſſ them. 
And if GOD condemn, who ſhall acquit ? If HE will 
puniſh, 2 can deliver from his Hand ?—It diſcovers 2 
very irreligious Spirit; is à moſt: dangerous Symptom; 
ſomewphat like «{Plague-Spce on — au It 
Vor. III. 3 ſhews, 
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In ſome Places, theſe mountainous Declivities lift 
their Brow aloſt; plant their Baſis deep; and, in- 
Head of portending a Fall, ds the Fury of the moſt 
Elements. Firmly conſolidated, and ſted- 
faſtly eſtabliſned, they have withſtood the united, 
the re peated Aſſaults of Winds and Waves, through 
a long Series of revolving Ages. — The ſacred Wri- 
ters, I obſerve, ſelect ry: all the ſtriking Images, 
which the whole Creation affords; in order to com- 
municate their heavenly Ideas, with the greateſt Ad- 
vantage. Haiab, deſcribing the Security, of the Righ- 
| «teous, takes his Compariſon from the grand Spec- 
tacle before my Eyes. He ſball dwell on high : his 
"Place of Defence ſhall be the Munitions of Rocks *; in- 
acceſſible as thoſe lofty. Ridges, nde as their 
-evexlaſtivg Foundations. 


Should it be : aſked, what theſe Munitions of 
Rocks" may ſignify ?—I find two Places of Refuge 
and Safeguard, pointed out in Scripture z to either of 
which, I believe, the Metaphor is applicable. He 
bad Horns, ſays one of the divine Pindarics, coming 


aut 22 bis Aan Re, Was 1 e ＋ * Power . 


Hawa, that there. is no ſaving; Health, no 1 of GOD 
In the Soul. Was there any Senfibility i in the Conſcience, Wl 
any Grace in the Heart, it would be impoſſible to treat 
ſo wantonly and ſo preſumptuouſly, that glorious and f- 
Jul Nen, TAHE-LORD THY GOD. 12 -cxviit. 58. 
e os ii . 

1 bal. ii. 4. Horns were an Emblem of iSirength. 
A lee of Salvation, is put for a mighty and 'effeQual 

e. \ Luke ii. 69. Thou baft: beard-me from amang the 
Horns of the-Unicorns; Thou haſt reſcued me from the 

. wa potent and formidable Enemies. P/a/.: xxii. 21. 


Here dhe Word ſeems.40 . * J YAH, 


2 
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Uncontroulable and omnipotent Power was lodged 
in the great JEHOVA H's Hand; and this was 
the ſure Defence, this the impregnable Garriſon, for 
all his People. The Church of :C#7R His aid 
to be in the Clefts of the Rack# : That fprritual Rack, 
of which the /fraelites drank in the Wilderneſs; whaſe 
ſacred Clefts were opened, when the bloody Spear 
tore up the REDEEMER's Side, and cut a wide 
h Ken . and 


V AH, to which nothing is impoſſible. And more th 
ſeems; if We conſult the next Clauſe.— There was } 
hiding of his Power ; or, as it may be rendered, his pocb- 
erful Hiding, a moſt ſecure Refuge, a Sanctuary abſo- 
lutely inviolable. I have.accommodated this Paſſage to 
a different Senſe, Meditat. Vol. I. p. 183. But the tr 
Signification, moſt ſuitable to the Context, and mo 
ſubſervient to the Prophet's Defign, is, I apprehend, 
given by Theron. It is ſomewhat like an exalted;Senti- 
ment in the Night- Thoughts; which, with a ſmall Altera- 
tion, may ſerve as a Paraphraſe on the Text: 


And Nature's Shield the Hollow of his Handl. 
A Chriſtian's Shield the Hollow of his Hand. 


Cant. ii. 14. Should the Reader have an Inclination 
to ſee this facred, but myſterious' Book explained, I would 


refer him to Dr. GIL 1's [Expoſition "of the Cantioles. . 


Which has ſuch a, copious. Vein of ſanctifed Invention 


running through it, and is interſperſed with ſuch a Va- 
riewy of delicate and hriliant Images, as cannot "but 
highly entertain a curious Mind Which preſents Us alſo 


with ſuch rich and charming Diſplays of the Glory af 


CHRIS Is Perſon, the Freeneſs, of his Grace to Sin- 
ners, and the Tenderneſs of his Love to the Church, 
as cannot but adminiſter the moſt exquiſite Delight to 
the believing Soul. —Conſidered in Borh theſe Views, 1 
think , the Work reſembles. the Paradiſaical Garden, de- 
ſcribed by MIL Ton; in which . 


Bloſſoms and F ruits at once of golden Eu 5 5 
Appear d, with gay enamel'd Colours mia dl. 
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and deadly Paſſage to his Heart. Surely, the Inbabi- 
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ant, 


of this Rock have Reaſon to ſing . What 


ſhould diſquiet them? Who can deſtroy them? Why 


ſhould not the Voice of Joy be in their ings, 
and that Hymn of holy Triumph, in their Mouths ? 
We have'a ſirong City. Salvation hath GOD ap- 
pointed, Salvation itſelf, for Walls and Bulwarks +. 


Happy ſhould I think myſelf, if I was intereſted 
in this SAVIOUR, and eftabliſhed on this Rock. 


Yonder, on the Summit of the moſt conſpicuous. 
Cliff, is erected a grand and ſtately Pile. At the 
Pop, my Glaſs diſcovers a ſuperb Lanthorn ; at 


the Foot, are the Huts of Fiſhermen, ſurround- 


ed with various Sorts of Nets.—It is, I ſuppoſe, 
a Light-houſe, Intended to appriſe the Sailor, of de- 
vouring Gulfs, and deſtructive Sholes; or elſe to 
conduct Him, into a ſafe Road, and ſecure Harbour. 

Both the Situation and Deſign of the Building read 
me a Leſſon: the one of awful Admonition, the 


other of comfortable Inſtruction.— Comfortable Inflruc- 


tion. How maſſy and ponderous is the Edifice! Yet, 
there is not the leaſt Reaſon to be apprehenſive of a 
Failure in the F oundation. Was the Structure ten 
thouſand times larger, the ſolid Rock would ſupport 
it, with the utmoſt Eaſe, and the utmoſt Steadineſs. 
Such is CHRIS T, ſuch” are his Merits, ſuch his 
glorious Righteouſneſs, to thoſe wiſe and bleſſed 
Souls, who reſt all the Weight of their everlaſting 
Intereſts on Him alone. Such, did I fay? Much ſurer. 
For the Mountains may depart, and the Hills may be 
removed 1; but this divine Baſis can never fink, can 
never be ſhaken. — Auf Aumonition. For, it recak 
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= to my Maa that alarming, yet welcome Text, 

which You ſtyled the ſpiritual Light-houſe. Which, 
le | has been as ſerviceable to my diſtreſſed. Mind and 


= bewildered Thoughts, as ſuch an illuminated Wateh- 
W tower to the wandering and benighted Mariner. May 


8 I often view it! Ever attend to its faithful Direction 1 
And be led by its Influences, into the Haven, the; 
= deſired Haven of Peace and Salvation! . | 
Let me once again ſurvey thoſe vaſt but noble De-, 
. ſormities; thoſe rude but majeſtic Elevations: of, 
Stone. Fortifications, reared by an Almighty Hand,, 
W to protect Us at once from warring Elements, and 
invading Enemies.—Ramparts, which overlook and, 
command the Ocean; which, viewed by diſtant 
Mariners, ſeem to touch and prop the Sky. Which 
= have ſurrounded our Iſle ever ſince the univerſal De- 
W luge, and will be her never-failing Defence even to 
the general Conflagration.—If fome opinionated En - 
= cincer ſhould take it into his Head, to ſuſpect the Sta- 
WW bility of theſe unſhaken and everlaſting Bulwarks : if 
He ſhould make Propoſals for ſtrengthening them 
with Buttreſſes, or girding them round with Cramp- 
ing-Irons! How would his Project be received? 
With Approbation and Applauſe? Or with Con- 
tempt and Indignation? “ Fool that He is! To 
think of inlarging, corroborating, or improving 
«© the finiſhed and magnificent Works of Nature, by 
«© the puny Piddlings of Art!“ Such, fo fooliſh 
and prepoſterous was my once favourite Conceit, of 
adding my own Performances, in order to increaſe 
the juſtifying n of CHRIS T's Obedience. 


dee Rom. ix. 30, 31, 32. ne Vol. II. Lettur V. 
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WH a Diſparagement was this to the great the di- 
vine Foundation ! Which, for the Support and Se- 
ciitity of burdened and indangered Sinners, is ſuffict- 
M ls ſelf. ſufficient—is all-ſufficient. . 


$3» 


| How changealris the Face of this liquid Element 
Not long ago, there was nothing, from this ſtony 
Boundary, to the' Horizon's utmoſt Verge, but the 
wildeſt Fumult and moſt horrible Confuſion. Now, 
the ſtormy Flood has ſmoothed its rugged Brow, and 
tie watery Uprore is lulled into a profound Tran- 
lility. © Where rolling Mountains ruſhed and raged, 
threatening to daſh the Clouds, and deluge the 
Farth ; there the gentle Undulations play, and only 
julk wrinkle the Surface of the mighty Baſon. 
Where the dreadful Abyſs opened its wide and un- 
fathomable Jaws, to ſwallow up the trembling Sailor, 
and his ſhattered Veſſel ; there a calm and clear Ex- 
panfe diffuſes its ample Boſom, alluring the Fiſh to 
Baſk in the Sun, and inviting the Sea-fow! to watch 
for their Prey. © _ 
In this fair floating Mirror, I ſee the Picture of 
every Cloud, which paſſes through the Regions of 
the Sky. But in its uncertain and treacherous Tem- 
perature, I ſee more plainly the inconſtant and ever- 
wvariaBle Condition of human Aﬀairs.—T durſt not be 
I to the Matiner, for peaceful Seas and ſooth- 
og Jales. I could not aſcertain the Continuance of 
this halcyon Weather, fo much as a fingle Day, or 
Eden to the next Hour, And let me not fondly pro- 
mile -myfelf an uninterrupted Tenor of- Serenity in 
My Mind, or of Proſperity in my Circumſtances.— 
e Some - 
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Sonietimes, indeed, my Heart exults under the Smile 
of Heaven, and the Favour of GOD. But ſoon; 
ah! too ſoon I am clouded with Fear, and opprefled 
with Corruption. I ſigh out that paſſionate Acknow- 
ledgment, MWretehed Man that I am! And add that 
withful Inquiry, ho fhall deliver me? For this 
difordered State of Things, the affliged Patriarch's 
Complaint, is the moſt appoſite Motto, and the moſt 
wholeſome Memento; Changes and Mar are around 
me*,—But there is a World, where diſaſtrous Revo- 
lutions will be known no more. Where our Enjoy- 
ments will no longer fluctuate like the Ocean, but be 
more ſtedfaſt than the Rocks, ang more . 
than the Shores. 

Here, I ſee an immenſe Colle gion of Wars, i in 


a State of deep Repoſt. Could I extend my View to 


fome remoter Tracts, I ſhould behold every Thing 
ſmoother and calmer ſtill. Not a Furrow ſinks, nor 
a Ridge ſwells, the Surface of the Ocean. Tis all 
like a glafly Plain, The Waves are aſleep. Echo 
is huſhed, Not a Gale ſtirs. The Sea ſtagnates S 
the Mariner is becalmed ;- and the. Veſlel ſcarcely 
creeps, —Whereas, could I ſurvey the Straits of Ma- 
gellan, or the Gut of Gibraltar, I ſhould find a very 
ſtriking Difference. There, the Waters preſs in with 
Veliemence, and. ruſh forwards with Impetuoſity. 
All is there in ſtrong Agitation, and rapid Progreſs. 
The Ship is whirled through the narrow Paſſage; and 
rides, as it were, on the Wheels of the Surge, or 


on the Wings of the Wind, — This, my dear A/pa/e,.. 


is a true Image of what I have been, and of what I 
Hs am. 


„n SAKE de 
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am. Some Months ago, when J was inſenſible of 
Guilt, all my Prayers were liſtleſe, and all my Re- 
ligion was a ſpiritual Lethargy. I felt not in my 
Heart, what I uttered with my Tongue. Ho- 
Jannahs were but an empty Ceremony, and Con- 
feffions froze on my forma] Lips. — But, -ſince the 
SPIRIT of GOD has awakened me from my 
Dream, and convinced me of my Sinfulneſs, I can 
no longer be ſatisfied with indolent and yawning De- 
yotions. Tryals and Temptations put ſtrong Cries 
intomy Mouth. My Soul-mourns before the LORD: 
my Deſires plead with the Bleſſed GOD: and I am 
ready to fay, as the Patriarch of old, „ I cannot, I 
b muſt not, I will not let N 8% _ T hou bleſs 
„ ne | 

J fee no Flocks of Sheep; with ſober Affduity, 
aibbling the graſſy Plains. No ſportive Lambs, with 
innocent Gaiety, ſriſking along the ſunny Banks. 
Here are no Stables for the generous Steed, nor 
Paſtures for the luſty Heifer. Nevertheleſs, theſe 
| watery Regions are ſtocked with Colonies of proper 
and peculiar Inhabitants.——Who are clothed and ac- 
coutred in exact Conformity to the Clime. Not in 
_ ſwelling Wool, or buoyant Feathers; not in a flow- 
| ing Robe, or a full-trimmed Suit; but with as much 
'CompaRnefſs, and with as little Superfluity, as poſſible. 
They are clad, or rather ſbegtbed in Scales: which 
adhere cloſely to their Bodies, and are always Jaid in 
A Kind of natural Oil. Than which Apparel nothing 
£an | be more lebt, and at the ſame Time nothing 
mele 


2 Gen. g gk 26, 
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more ſolid. It hinders the Fluid from penetrating 

their Fleſh; it prevents the Cold from coagulating 
their Blood; and enables them to make their way 
through the Waters, with the utmoſt Facility... 
They have each a curious Inſtrument *, by which 
they increaſe or diminiſh their ſpecific Gravity: fink” 

like Lead, or float like a Cork; riſe to what Height, 
er deſcend to what Depth, they pleaſe. 

This is the Abode of Leviathan, hugeſt of living 
Creatures. Before whom the broad- limbed Elephant, 
and the tall · necked Camel, are mere Shrimps. A 
ſtretched-out Promontory, when He ſleeps; a moving 
Iſland, when He ſwims ; © making the Sea to boil 
<« like a Pot,” when unweildily wallowing, He 
takes his prodigious Paſtime.— Here the voracious 
Shark, that Tyrant of the fluid Kingdoms, and 
Aſſaſſin of the finny Nations, roams and commits 
his Ravages: imbrues his horrid Fangs, and marks 
his rapid Path, with Blood. —Here dwelt that great, 
and greatly ſurpriſing Fiſb, whoſe Fierceneſs and 
Avidity the Almighty SOVEREIGN employed 
as his Purſuivant, to arreſt a fugitive Prophet. Whoſe 
8 ample Jaws, or capacious Entrails, were the Dun- 
ge-eon to confine a rebellious Subject, and the Cabin 
7 to lodge a penitent Offender. Whoſe Bulk and 
Strength and Speed were a kind of Veſſel, tranſport- 
ing this Convi& to the Bottom of the Mountains, and 
the Bars of- the Earth +. After the Criminal was 
ſufficiently chaſtiſed, and properly humbled, they 
ſerved as a Galley with. Oars, to convey Him ſafe to 
Fr | 
In 


* The Air-bladder. + Jonah ii. 6. 
5 


/ 
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In the ſame Element reſides, (at leaſt takes up 
Part of his Reſidence) that formidable Monſter, who 
in made without Fear, and has nat his like upon 
Earth, He eſteemeth the pointed Iron as Straw, 
and ponderous Braſs as rotten Wood, His Heart is 
as hard as a Piece of the nether Millſtone, and his 
Scales are a Coat of impenetrable Mail. Strength 
not to be reſiſted, much leſs to be ſubdued, lies in 
trenched in his ſinewy Neck. His Eyes are like the 
Eyelids of the opening Day; and when He rolls 
thoſe glaring Orbs, there ſeems to be another Morn 
riſen on Mid- noon. His Teeth are terrible, jagged 
ſor Rapine, and edged with Death. His Throat 
II as a burning Furnace ; Clouds of Smoke are poured 
from his Noftrils, and Flakes of Fire iſſue from his 
Mouth. None, no not the moſt reſolute, dares pro- 
volee Him to the Combat, or even ſtir Him up from 
his Slumbers. He laugheth at the ſhaking of the 
ſpear, and Sorrow murcheth in Triumph before Him &. 

bx N an Sian dis NY Ben- 


Oat FIG 1 iN Oz, ydaat Tt arti ant. 

2 Fob xli. 22. UN pan vanb Meror, fays Borhart, 
frecedit tanquam Metator & Comes, tumidique Amteanbulo 
Regis. Terror and Anguiſh are a kind of advanced Guard 
10 tis Monarch among the Reptiles. Or, they go before 
' the Monſter, as the Man bearing a Shield went before the 


# 


Philifline Giant. —The original Word occurs in no other 


Part of the divine Book: I cannot recolle& any. Ex- 
 Prefiion, which ſo fully repreſents its Meaning, as Homer's 

n or Aerophon's yauptoIm z both which are intended 
40 deſcribe the Ardour and Action of a high-mettled 
drancing Steed. —The whole Paragraph is a Sketch of 

; CrocHt:'s Picture. It exhibits a few Circumſtances, 
culled from that inimitable Deſcription, extant in the 
Hook of Job. Which are given, either in the ſacred 
Writer's own Words, or elſe in a paraphraſiic Explana- 
tion of their denſſee | 
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Whenever He raiſeth Himſelf, the Mighty are afraid; 


where-ever He advanceth, Ruin is there. —If a mere 

" Creature is capable of ſpreading ſuch. Alarm and 
7 Dread; how greatly is the C RE A TO R himſelf to 
is pe feared! Who can turn the moſt harmleſs Inha- 
is bitant of the Ocean, into a ravenous Alligator, or a 
n horrid Crocodile! Who can arm every Reptile of 
1 the Ground, with all the Force and Rage of a 
ke Lion ! - - f 

Is 'Tis impoſſible to enter on the Muſter- roll, thoſe 
mM ſcaly Herds, and that minuter Fry, which graze the 
ed Sea-weed, or ſtray through the coral Groves. They 
at are innumerable, as the Sands which lie under them; 
ed countleſs, as the Waves which cover them. Here 
is are uncouth Animals, of monſirous Shapes à, and 
o- 9 amazing 
m | 

he * Monſtrous Shapes—Such as the Swword-fſs ; whoſe 
* upper Jaw is lengthened into a ſtrong and ſharp Sword. 

: With which he ſometimes ventures to attack the Ships, 
ol though armed with Thunder: and is capable of piercing 
| = their Sides, though ribbed with Oak. This may be 
„ called the Champion of the Waters. Who, though never 
ulo exceeding ſixteeen Feet in Length, yet, confiding in a 
rd Weapon at once ſo truſty and ſo tremendous, ſeruples not 
Ire to give Battle even to the Whale Himſelf. —The San 
he has no Tail ; ſeems to be all Head ; and was it not for 
er two Fins, which act the Part of Oars, would be one intire 
X- round Maſs of Fleſh. —The Polypus, remarkable for its 
r's numerous Feet, and as many Claws; by which it has the 
ed Appearance of a mere Inſect, and ſeems fitted only to 
ed crawl. At the ſame Time, an Excreſcence, ariſing on 
of the Back, enables it to ſteer and purſue a ſteady Courſe in 
es, the Waves. So that it may paſs under the two-fold Cha- 
47 racter of a Sailor and a Reptile.—Horace intimates, that 


the Brit; Ocean is famous for producing Sea-monſters Ih 
Te Belluofus qui remotis | 
ObPrepit Oceanus Britannis. 
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naxing Qualities :. Some that have been diſ- 
covered by the inquiſitive Eye of Man; and many 
more, that remain among the Sectets of the hoary 
Deep. Here are Sholes and Sholes, of various Cha- 
racers, and of the moſt diverſified Sizes; from the 
cumbrous Whale, whoſe Flouncings tempeſt the 
Ocean,. te the evaneſcent Anchovy, whoſe Subſtance 
diſſolves in the ſmalleſt Fricaſſee. Some, lodged in 
their pearly Shells, and fattening on their rocky Beds, 
ſecm attentive to no higher Employ, than that of 
imbibing moiſt Nutriment. Theſe, but a ſmall 
h Remove 


* Amaing Qualitie.— Among theſe may be reckoned 
the Torpedo, which benumbs on a ſudden, and renders 
impotent, whatever Fiſh it aſſaults. And, which is a 
m re extraordinary Property, ſtrikes even the Fiſherman's 
Arm, when He offers to lay hold on it, with a temporary 
Deadneſs. By this means, it poſſeſſes the double Ad 
vantage, of arreſting its Prey, and ſecuring itſelf. —The 
Cattle ſiſb, farniſhed with a liquid Magazine, of a Colour 

and Conſiſtence like Ink. Which, when purſued by an 
Enemy, the Creature emits, and blackens the Water. 
By this Artifice, the Foe is bewildered in the Chace; and 
while the One vainly gropes in the Dark, the Other 

| ſeinzes the Opportunity, and makes his Eſcape. —The 
3 Naatilus, whoſe Shell forms a natural Boat. The dextrous 
Inhabitant unfurls a Membrane to the Wind, which 
ferves him inſtead of a Sail. He extends alſo a . 
of Arms, with which, as with two ſlender Oars, He 
rows himſelf along. When He is diſpoſed to dive, He 
ſtrikes Sail; and, without any Apprehenſion of being 
drowned, finks to the Bottom. When the Weather is 
calm, and He has an Inclination to fee the World, or 
take his Pleafure, He mounts jo the Surface; and, ſelf- 
taught in the Art of Navigation, performs his Voyage 
without either Chart or Compaſs; is Himſelf the Ye/el, 

the Rigging, and the Pilot. — For a more copious Illuſtra- 
tion of this amuſing and wonderful Subject, ſee Nat. 

Diſpk Vol. III. 7 
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Remove from vegetable Life, are almoſt rooted to 


the Rocks, on which they lie repoſed. While others, 


1 5 Active as the winged Creation, and ſwift as an Ar- 


row from the Indian Bow, ſhoot along the yielding 
Flood, and range at large the ſpacious * of 
the Deep. 

Here is the Torioiſe, who never moves but under 
her own portable Pent-houſe. The Lobſter, which, 
whether He fleeps or wakes, is ſtill in a State of 
Defence, and clad in jointed Armour: "The Oy/er, 
a ſort of living Jelly, ingarriſoned in the Bulwark of 


native Stone. With many other Kinds of Sea Reptiles, 


or, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Things creeping innumera- 
ble u. —I am ſurpriſed at the Variety of their Figure, 
and charmed with the Splendor of their Colours. 
Unſearchable is the Wiſdom, and endleſs the Con- 
trivance, of the All-creating GOD ! — Some are 
rugged in their Form, and little better than hideous 
in their Aſpect. Their Shells ſeem to be the rude: 


. Production of a diſorderly Jumble, rather than the 


regular Effects of Skill and Deſign. Yet We ſhall 
find, even in theſe. ſeeming Irregularities, the nice/t 
Diſpoſitions. Theſe Abodes, uncouth as they may 


appear, are adapted to the Genius of their reſpective - 


Tenants, and exactly ſuited to their particular Exi- 
geneies. Neither the Ionic Delicacy, nor the Carin- 
thian Richneſs, nor any other Order of Architecture, 
would have ſerved their Purpoſes half ſo well, as this 
cearſe and homely Fabric. : 

Some, on the other hand, are extremely neat, 


| Their Structure is all r and Elegance. No 


Enamel 
7 I 3 
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Enamel in the World is comparable to. their Poliſh. 
There's not a Room of State, in all the Palaces of 
Europe, ſo briliantly adorned, as the Dining: room 
and the Bed- chamber of the little Fiſh, that dwells 


in Mother of Pearl. Such a lovely Mixture of Red, 


and Blue, and Green, ſo delightfully ſtaining the 
moſt clear and glittering Ground, is no where elſe to 
be ſeen. The royal Power may covetit, and human 


Art may mimic it; but neither the one, nor the other, 


nor both united, will ever be able to equal it. 
But what 1 admire more, than all their Streaks, 
their Spots, and their Embroidery, is, The extraor- 
dinary Proviſion made for their Safety. —Nothing is 
more reliſhing and palatable than their Fleſh. No- 
thing more heavy and fluggiſh than their Motions. 
As they have no Speed to eſcape, neither have they 
any Dexterity to elude the Foe, Were they naked 
or unguarded, they muſt be an eaſy Prey to every 
Free-booter, that roams the Ocean,—To prevent 
this fatal Conſequence, what is only Clothing to 
other Animals, is to them a Clothing, a Flouſe, and a 
Caftle. They have a Fortification, that grows with 
their Growth, and is a Part of themſelves. By this 
means, they live ſecure amidſt Millions and Millions 
of ravenous Jaws: by this means, they are imparked, 
as it were, in their own Shell; and, ſcreened from 
every other Aſſault, are reſerved for the Uſe and 
Pleafure of Mankind. | 
This is the Birth- place of Cod, the fanding Repaſt 
of Lent. This is the Nurſery of Turbot, for its ex- 
quiſite "Reliſh juſtly ſtyled, The Pheaſant of the 
Waters. Hence comes the Sturgeon, delicious even 
in Pickle, and a Regale for royal Luxury ; Hence 
the 
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ce 
he 
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the Flunders dappled with -reddiſh Spots, and a 


Supply far vulgar Wants. Here dwell the Mactaral, 


decked, when haled from their native Element, 


richly decked with the maſt gloſſy Dies; the Henting, . 


whoſe Back is motled with Azure, and his Belly 
ſleek with Silver: the Salmon, in plainer Habit, hut 
of larger Subſtance, and higher Eſteem, than either 
or both the preceding. Theſe, when ſhotten and 
lean, Wander wildly up and down the vaſt Abyſs. 
When plump and delicate, they throng our Creeks, 
and ſwarm in our Bays: they repair to the Shallow, 
or haunt the running Streams. Who bids theſe 


Creatures evacuate the Shores, and diſperſe them- 


ſelves into all Quarters, when they become worth- 
leſs and unfit for our Service ? Who rallies and recals 
the undiſoiplined Vagrants, as ſoon as they are im- 
proved into deſirable Food? Who appoints the very 
Scene of our Ambuſhes, to be the Place of their 
Rendezvous? So that they come like Volunteers to 


3 our Nets ?——Surely, the Furlow is ſigned, the Sum- 
mons iſſued, and the Point of Reunion ſettled, by a 


Providence ever indulgent to Mankind; ever ſtudious 

to treat Us with Dainties, and load Us with Benefits u. 
We have wondered at 4 our S4 / TOU R's Pene- 
tration and Power his Penetration, which, though 

the Sea was at a Diſtance, and Walls intervened, 
diſcerned the Fiſh, that had juſt ſwallowed a Piece of 
Money—his Power, which, without any Delay, 
brought the lawleſs Rambler, | charged, with the.ſilver 
al to Rice 8 Bas. ot is it not equally won- 
bed e 


* Pal, lviii 19. u See Letter VIII. 5. 27. 
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derful, to obſerve ſuch innumerable Multitudes of 
finny Viſitants, annually approaching our Shores, 
and crouding our Banks? Which furniſh our Tables 8 
with a wholeſome and delicate Repaft ; at the ſame 
Time, that they yield to our Nation a Revenue“, 
more certain, and no leſs conſiderable, than the 
Mines of Peru. 5 5 
Theſe approach, while thoſe of enormous Size and 
tremendous Appearance abandon the Shores. The 
latter might indanger the Fiſherman's Safety, and 
would certainly ſcare away the valuable Fiſh from 
our Coaſts. They are therefore reſtrained by an in- 
viſible Hand, and abſcend in the Abyſſes of the Ocean, 
Juſt as the wild Beaſts of the Earth, impelled by the 
ſame over-ruling Power, bide themſelves in the Re- 
ceſſes of the Foreſt, A Ship, infected with a peſti- 
lential Diſtemper, is obliged to keep off at Sea; and 
not permitted to enter the Port, till ſhe has performed 
her Qaarantine. In like manner, . theſe Monſters of 
the Deep, whoſe very Buſineſs. is Deſtruction, are 
laid under a prouidential Taterdiat. - Only with this 
very deſirable Difference, that, as their Preſence 
would always be pernicious, they are never ſuffered 
to come near; their Quarantine is perpetual. 
At now the Beaſis, and they ſhall: teach Thee; and 
the Fowls of the Air, and they ſhall tell Thee : or ſpeai 


We are told by the afore-mentioned Author, That 
the Banks of Neufundland alone, bring in to the Propri- 
etors of that Fiſhery, a Revenue of ſeveral Millions every 
.  Year.—And they will, in all Probability, be an unimpair- 
ed Reſource of Treaſure, when the richeſt Mines now 
wrought in the World, are choked up or exhauſted. 
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„e Earth, and it ſhall teach Thees; and the Fiſhes 
„/ the Sea. ſpall declare unto Thee—That the LORD 
is gracious —That his tender Mercies are over all his 
Works —That to Us He is ſuperabundantly and pro- 
fuſely good. Having ordered all Things in the Surges 
of the Ocean, as well as on the Surface of the 
Ground, for our rich Accommodation, aud for our 
Ws grcateſt Advantage: 3G. e OR e 
One Circumſtance, relating to the Natives of the 
Deep, is very peculiar, and no Jeſs aſtoniſhing. 
As they neither ſow, nor reap; have neither the 
Produce of the Hedges, nor the Gleanings of the 
Field; they are obliged to plunder and. devour one 
another, for neceſſary Subſiſtence. They are a kind 
of authorized Banditti, that make Violence and 
Murder + theit profeſſed Trade. By this means, 
= prodigious Devaſtations enſue ; and, without pro- 
per, without very extraordinary Recruits, the whole 
= Race muſt continually dwindle, and at length be 
= totally extinct. Were they to bring forth, like the 
moſt prolific of our terreftrial Animals, a Dozen 
only, or a Score at each Birth; the Increaſe: would 
be unſpeakably too ſmall for the Conſumption. The 
Vn . 5 weaker 
* ob xii. 7, 3. The Farib is repreſetited, as bearing 
= witneſs to the immenſe Benignity of the bleſſed G OD. | 
= Some Minues, or a, ſhort Ab/iran, of het Teſtimony on 
W this Occaſion, may be feeti in Letter vII. 
= = To this, I believe, the Prophet alludes, in that re- 
markable Expreſſion; Thou maleſt Men as the Fiſhes of the. 
Sea. Thou ſuffereſt Men to commit, without Reſtraint 
or Controul, all Manner of Outrages. What,ſhould be 
| * Community, is, a Scene of Oppreſion. The 
= 'cakeſt are a Prey to the Strongeſt, and every One 
ae dee Deftruftion of his Neighbour,” Habat, f. 4. 


* 
224 
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weaker Species would be deſtroyed by the ſtronger; 
and, in Time, the ſtronger muſt periſh, even by 
their ſucceſsful Endeavours to maintain themſelves.— 


| Therefore, to ſupply Millions of Aſſaſſins with their 


Prey, and Millions of Tables with their Food, yet 
not to depopulate the watery Realms; the Iſſue pro- 
duced by every Breeder is almoſt incredible. They 


ſpawn, not by Scores or Hundreds, but by Thouſands 


and by Millions . A ſingle Mother is pregnant with 
a Nation. By which amazing, but moſt needful 
Expedient, a periodical Reparation is made, pro- 
portionable to the immenſe Havock. 


As the Sea is peopled with animated Inhabitants, 
i is alſo variegated with vegetable Productions. Some, 
foft as Wool; others, hard as Stone. Some riſe, 
like a leaſleſs Shrub ;. fome are expanded, in the 
Form of a Net; ſome grow with their Heads down- 
ward, and ſeem rather hanging on, than ſpringing 
from, the Juttings of the Rocks. Thefe may, with 
much greater Propriety, than the famous Plantations 
of Semiramis, be called penfile Gardens. —But, as my 
Walk reached no farther than the Purlieus of the 

12 712 ; Q Ocean; 


* Mr., Petit found 342,144 Eggs in the hard Roe of a 
Carp, fixteen Inches Jong. Mr. Leawenbveck counted, in 
2 Cod of an ordinary Size, 9,384,000 Eggs. —A Fecun- 

But N adapted to the 
preſſing Exigencies of the watery World ; admirably 
contrived. for the Benefit and Delight of Mankind |— 
If We advert to this Peculiarity, it will give the utmoſt 
Emphaſis to the Patriarch's metaphorical . and 
an inimitable Beauty to his prophetic Wiſh, T U Let 
theſe my Grandſons. grow into a Multitude ; or, which is 
more exactly der e to the Original, let, them multiply 
abundantly, even like the Fiſhes of the Ocean, Gen- xlviii. 56. 
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Ocean; as neither Tou nor I have cyer taken 4 
fidgle Tutti among "thoſe ſubmarine Groves; as 
Maſe, Foſhua, and Jonab, the only Writers that 
ever made the wonderful Tour, intent uporr- rare 
important Themes, hive ſeſt Us no Memoirs relating 
WE to this curious Point; I'ſhall'not venture to adyanee 
any thing particular on the Subject. Only one Re- 
mark I would offer in general _ 

The Herbs and Trees, which flouriſh on the dty 
Land, ale maintained by the Juices, that pefnickte 
= the Soil, and fluctuate in the Air. For this Purpoſe, 
3 they are furniſhed with Leaves, to collect the one; 
and with Roots to attract the other. Whereas, the 
Sea-plants, finding ſufficient Nouriſhment i in the cir- 
cumambient Waters, have no Occafion to detach 4 
party of Roots into the Ground, and. forage the 
Earth for Suſfenarice. Inſtęad chereförc of penetrating; 
they are but Juſt facted to the Bottom; and adhere 
to ſome ſolid Subſtatice only with fuch 4 Degree of 
Tenacity, as may ſecure. them from being toffed t ta 
and ſto, by the random Agitation 0 of the Wives. 

3 We ſee from this, and numberleſs other Inſtänces, 
hat a Diverſity there i: is, in the Operations of the 
bereat C REATOR, Hand. Vet every Alteration 
an Improvement, and each new Pattern Has 4 
= liar Fiineſ of its own. — The Tame Oeconomy 
| takes place, ſuch a Difference of Adminiſtration I 
mean, in his Government t of the fational World. 
In er chooſing a an Herita 2 His People, ” and alngn⸗ 
ing a Condition to 1 of his Servants, there is 4 
great Variety with reſpect t to Tadivicddals; yet a ; perſe&X 
Uniformity, and complete Harmony, with W to 
2 
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the Whole. Some He calls out to a Courſe of diſtin- 
iſhed Labours. They make an illuſtrious Figure i in 
iſe, and appear as a City ſet on an * Hill !, Others He 
= over to Obſcurity, They are like the Pro- 
Phets, whom good Obadiab hid in a Cave, and are 
ſtyled his ſecret Ones +. Thoſe, the Cedars, which 
ſtand conſpicuous on the Top of Lebanon: theſe, the 
Violets, which lie concealed at the Foot of a 
Briar. 

St, Paul was ene qualified for buſy Scenes, 
and the, moſt extenſive Services. He is introduced, 
- therefore, into Places of Concourſe. - His Miniſtry 
Ties amidft the moſt renowned and populous Cities. 
Even his /mpriſonment at Rome, ſeems to have been a 
providential Expedient for fixing Him, as it were, 
on the Stage « of public Obſervation, and in the very 

7 Center of univerſal Intelligence. Where his Preach- | 
ing was like plunging a Stone into the Midſt of a 
ſmooth Canal; which affects not only the neigh - 
bouring Parts of the Surface, but ſpreads the floating 
Circles over. all the wide Ex panſe,—-Whereas, the 
beloved Fobn, being leſs ited. to buſtle among a 
Crowd, is ſent into the unfrequented ſolitary Iſland; 
there to indulge” the Flights of heavenly Contempla- 
tion ; and receive, with uninterrupted Attention, 
the myſterious Viſions of GO D.—Fob ſhall have 
Thorns in his Path z haye the Dunghil for his Seat; 
and be expoſed, as a Mark, to all the Arrows of 
"Tribulation.  So/omen ſhall Bs his Foot in Oil; ſhall 
be elevated on the Throne of Royalty; and ſ urrounded 

with the moſt laviſh Carefles of Heaven, T6 
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In all this ſeeming, this more than ſeeming Con- 
trariety, there is a Diſplay, not only of ſovereign 
Authority, but of conſummate Propriety.—The great 
HEAD of the Church, acts like a judicious General; 
and appoints. ſuch a Station to each of his Soldiers, 
as correſponds with the Ability He gives. He acts 
like the moſt ſkilful Phyſiciau; and preſcribes ſuch'a 
Remedy for all his Patients, as is moſt nicely ſuited 
to their reſpective Caſes. He knows the preciſe 
Point of Time, the particular Place: of Abode, the 
peculiar Citcumſtances of Condition, which are 
moſt proper for each and every of his Children; and, 
like a tender as well as unerring Father ; what He 
knows to be beſt, that He conſtantly allots.—I ſaid, 
like a General, like a Phyſician, like a Father. But 
the Compariſon is low; the Language is inexpreſſive; 
CHRIST is all that is implied in theſe Relations, 
and unſpeakably more O! that We may rejoice in 
the Superintendency of ſuch a SAVIOUR; and 
not only reſign Ourſelves to his Will, but thank Him 
for managing the Helm; than Him for ſteering our 
Courſe, through the Changes of Time, and the Un- 
certainties of Futurity. Since, whatever our fro- 
ward and petulant Paſſi ons may ſuggeſt, The LORD's 
Ways are ſo far from being unequal, that they have 
all poffible Fitneſs and Propriety; they are ordered 
in Number, Weight, and Meaſure.“ 


All is ſo very different from the Proſpects, 
which lately preſented themſelves, that I can hardly 
forbear aſking, Whether I am not tranſlated into a 
new World? —Where are the waving Hillocs, covered 
th the CREATOR's Pager Where are the 

T3 fruitful 
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fruitfu} Vallies, made vocal with bis Praiſe ?: No 
eultured Field, no opening Bloſſom, not ſo much as 
| a green Leaf appears. None of my late Entertain- 
ments remain, but only the cooling Zephyrs. Which 
are no longer perfumed with the. Breath of Flowers, 
but impregnated with the Frefneſs of the Ocean. 
_ Yet, though all thoſe: lovely Eandſchapes are with- 
drawn; though the gurgting Fountain is Glenced, 
and the blooming Garden loſt : I am not far from 
the Origin, both of the Odours, which exhale from 
the one; and of the Cryſtal, which flows from the 
ether. Tam now upon the Margin of that grand 
Reſervoir, whith ſupplies the Country with its Fer- 
tiliey, and the Parterre with its Beauty.— The Ses 
is the inexhauſtible Ciſtern of the Univerſe. The 
Air and Sun conſtitute the mighty Engine, which 
works without Intermiſſion, to raiſe the liquid Trea- 
fure. While the Clouds fetye as ſo many Agueducis, 
to canvey the genial Stores along the Atmoſphere ; 
and diftribute them at ſeaſonable Periods, and in 
regular yin Lay We — Regions of the 
2 

1 . e e au Application of 
Mankind could, with their utmoſt Skill, and with 
all poffible Pereolations, ſeich a ſingle Drop of per- 
Ruy ſwect Water 2, nd this (rag mpegs Pit of 


R/ 2 rr: Brine. 


2 x have not f en, what yay A affirmed in our 
9 72 Ie That a certain ingenious Gentleman, [ 
Kok in 0 


| etening Sen. Water What he produced, might pro- 
fo approve. _ to the. 8 5 not. be withoot its 


- Pſctulneſs. le Fn, ut query, Whether it will be 
| ange to Nn 8 thoſe dale Liard Vahtties, 
which 

; 5 


of Durham, had found out the Art of 
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Brine. Vet the Action of the ſolar Heat draws off, 
every Hour, every Minute, Millions and Millions 
of Tons, in vaporous Exhalations. Which, being 
ſkilfully parceled out, and ſecurely lodged in the 
Batiles of Heaven *, are ſent abroad, ſweetened and - 
refined, without any brackiſh Tincture, or the leaſt 
bituminous Sediment.—Sent abroad upon the Wings 
of the Wind, to diſtill in Dews, or pour themſelves 
in Rain; to ere from the Orifices of Fountains + ; 
to trickle along the Veins of Rivulets; to riſe in the 
Cavities of Wells; to rell, in many a headlong Tor- 
rent, from the Sides of Mountains; to flow, in 
copious Streams, amidſt the Boſom of burning De- 


W farts, and through the Heart of populous Kingdoms. 


rich, every Soil, in every Clime. 
How amiable is the Goodneſs, and how amazing 
is the Power, of the World's Adorable MAK ER 
te Lt How 


which diſtinguiſh and recommend the Rain - Mater. Which 
has been exhaled by the kindly Warmth of the Sun; bas 
been filtrated by paſſing and repaſſing through the Regions 
of the Air; has been clarified in the higheſt-and * 
Tracts of the Atmoſphere ; has been farther refined and 
perfected by the ſearching Agency of the Winds.—1 
ſhould very much wonder, if the puny Alembec could 
equal this grand Apparatus of Nature. 3 

* So the Clouds are elegantly ſtyled in ſacred Writ, 
Jeb xxxvini. 37. 

We are obliged to Clemens Romanus, for the moſt juſt 
and elegant Repreſentation of Fountains and their Uſe- 
fulneſs, that perhaps any where exiſts. Awas v onyay 
g. amonauow x, vſinar Mug ut, xe Jpn of; nr 4 
. — rug wpe- d arJewnoig pacs;, 1 Epiſt. ad nth. 
He calls Fountains, the * or Teats of the Earth, Te 
Compariſon, 1 believe, is his own: and nothing can ex- 


In order to refreſh and fertilize, to beautify and en- 


Ceed it, as to Propriety and Beauty. 
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How amiable his Goodneſs ! in diſtributing ſo largely, 
what is ſo abſolutely! neceſſary, and ſo extenſively 
beneficial. * That Water, without which We can 
ſcarce. perform any Buſineſs, or enjoy any Comfort, 
ſhould be every One's: Property. Should ſpring up 
from the Soil.; ſhould drop down from the Clouds ; 
ſhould ſtream by our Houſes; ſhould take a Journey, 
from the Ends of the Earth, and the Extremities of 
the Ocean, on Purpoſe to ſerve Us. — How amazing 
his Power That this boundleſs Maſs of fluid Salt, 
ſo intolerably nauſeous to the human Taſte, ſhould 
bei the original Spring, which deals out every palat- 
able Draught to Mankind, and quenches the Thirſt 
of every Animal! Doubtleſs, the Power by which 
thts is effected, can extract Comfort from our Afflic- 


tions, Advantage from our Calamities, and make all 
Things work together for our Go 


| Vaſt 1 various are the Advantages +, which We 
receive from the liquid Element: vaſt, as its un- 
bounded Extent; varus, as its ever-mutable Sur- 
face. The ſweet Waters glide along the Earth, in 
ſpacious Currents : which not only exhilerate the ad- 
jacent Country, by their humid Train, and exhaling 
Moiſture ; but, by giving a briſk Impulſe to the Air, 
prevent the unwholeſome Stagnation of their own 
n They paſs dy * Cities, and receiving 


e 


— 


* Rom. viii. 28. 

15 The high ali which Mankind ſet upon this Ele- 
ment, and 25 many Benefits they receive from its Mini. 
ration, both theſe F ie are very ſtrongly expreſſed 
by the Hebrews. Who call a Pool or Reſeryoir of Water 


MN; which denotes, in its primary Si nification a 
e Cant. vn. 4. Iſa. vii. 33 . ; 
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all their Filth, rid them of a thouſand- Nuiſances. 


Which, when once committed to theſe fluid Scavengers 


are as effectually ſecreted, as if they were buried ever 
ſo deep in the Earth.—Yet, though they condeſcend 
to ſo mean an Employ, they are fitted for more ho- 
nourable Services. They enter the Gardens of a 
Prince, and compoſe ſome. of the moſt delightful. 
Ornaments of the Place, They glitter upon the Eye, 


as they float in the ample Canal. They amuſe the 


Imagination, as they aſcend in curious Fet 4 Eaus. 
They yield a nobler Entertainment, as, forming 
themſelves into Sheets of ſloping Silver, they fall in 
graceful or in grand Caſcades.—lf, inſtead of Beau- 
tifiers, We think proper to make uſe of them as 
Drudges, they ply at our Mills; they toil inceſſantly 
at the Wheel; and, by working the hugeſt En- 
eines, take upon themſelves an unknown Share of 
our Fatigue, and fave Us a proportionable Degree of 
Expence, 


So forcibly they act, when collected; and 8 


ſurpriſingly they inſinuate, when detached, They 


throw themſelves into the Body of a Plant; they 


penetrate the minuteſt of its organized Tubes; and 
find a Paſſage. through Meanders, 140 ſmall for the 
Eye to diſcern, too numerous and intricate even for 
Imagination to follow, —How difficultly does a La- 
bourer that ſerves the Maſon, puſh his Way up the 


Rounds of a Ladder, bending under the Burden of - 


Mortar on his Head! While theſe Servants in the 
Employ of Nature, carry their Load to a much 
greater Height; and climb with the utmoſt Eaſe, 
even without the Aſſiſtance of Steps or of Stairs. They 
convey the nutrimental Stores of Vegetation, from 

| the 


4 
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the lotuęſt Fibres that are plunged into the Soil, to the 
very topmoſt Twigs that wave amidſt the Clouds. 


They are the Caterers for the vegetable World: or 
(if I may be allowed the Expreſſion) the Sutlert, 


which attend the whole H of Plants; to furniſh 
them with ſeaſonable Refreſhment, and neceſſary 
Proviſion. By means of which, the Trees of the 
LORD are full of Sap, even the Cedars of Lebanon 
which HE hath planted *. And, notwithſtanding 
their vaſt Elevation, and prodigious Diffuſion ; though 
they are abandoned by Man, and deprived of all Cul- 
tivation; yet, not a ſingle Branch is deſtitute of 
Leaves, nor a fingle Leaf of Moiſture. . 
Beſides the ſalutary, cleanly, and ſerviceable Cir- 
culation- of the Rivers; the Sea has a Libration, 
no leſs advantageous, and much more remarkable.— 
Every Day, this immenſe Collection of Waters, for 
the Space of five or ſix Hours, flows towards the 
Land; and, after a ſhort Pauſe, retires again to its 
inmoſt Caverns; taking up neatly the fame Time 
in its Retreat, as is required for its Acceſs, How 
great is the Power, which fets the whole fluid World 
in Motion! Which protrudes to the Shores ſuch an 
inconceivable Weight of Waters, without any Con- 
eutrence from the Winds, frequently in direct Op- 


poſition to all their Force]! How gracous alſo is the 


Providence, which bids the mighty Element perform 
its tumbling Revolutions, with the moſt exact Punc- 
tuality! Was it ſuffered to advance, with a lawleſs 
and unlimited Swell ; it might ſweep over King- 
doms, and deluge whole Continents. Was it ir- 
zegular and uncertain in its Approaches, Navigation 
27 5 : woculd 
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would be at a Stand, and Trade become precarious. 


But, being conſtant at its /ated Periodi, and never 


exceeding its appointed Bounds, it creates no Alarm 
to the Country, and affords very: OE Aids to 


Traffic. 
The Tide, at its Fla: ruſhing up our large- 


Rivers, clears and deepens the Paſſage 3 in many 
Places ſpreads a copious Flood, where a dry and 
empty Waſte lay before.—ls the Sailor returned from 
his Voyage, and waiting at the Mouth of the Chan- 
nel? The Flux is ready to convey his Veſſel to the 
very Doors of the Owner; and without any Hazard 
of ſtriking on the Rocks, or being faſtened in the 
Sands.—Has the Merchant freighted his Ship? Would 


He have it transferred to the Ocean? The Reflux 


tenders its Service ; and bears away the Load, with 
the- utmoſt Expedition, and with equa} Safety.— 

Behold, O Man! How greatly thou art beloved, how 
highly favoured by thy MAKER! In what Part of 
his Works has He forgotten or overlooked thy Wel- 
fare? Shew me a Creature, point out a Spot; in the 


Formation or Diſpoſition of which, He has not been - 


mindful of thy Intereſts? He has made Thee to have 
Dominion over the Works of his Hands, and bas put all 
Things in Subjection under thy Feet, All Sheep and 
Oxen; the Fowls of ibe Air, and the Fiſhes; yea, and 
the Surges of the Sea, are ſubſervient to thy Benefit. 


Even theſe, wild and impetuous as they are, yield 
their willing Backs, to receive thy Load; and like 
an indefatigable Beaſt of Burden, carry it to the 


AT What 


Place, which thou ſhalt nominate. 


ky” OW Pal, viii, 6, 7, 8. 
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What preſerves this vaſt Flood in a State of per- 
rewe Purity? It is the univerſal Sewers, into which 
are diſcharged the Reſuſe and Filth of the whole 
World. That which would defile the Land, and 
pollute the Air, is tranſmitted to the Ocean, and nei- 
ther Miſchief. nor Inconvenience enſue; Thoſe 
Swarms of  Lecufis — which, while living were a 
Plague to Pharaoh, by their lothed Intruſion ; and 
hben dead, might have cauſed a more” dreadful 
Plague, by their noiſome Stench —ſwept into the 
Sea, were neither peſtilential, nor offenſive, How 
then is this Receptacle of ' every Nuiſance kept clean ? 
Why does it not contract a noxious Taint, and 
diffuſe a deſtructive Contagion ? Such as would render 
it 2 Grave to the aquatic,” and Bane to the terreſtrial 
Animals ?—Tis owing, partly to its inceſſant Motion, 
partly to its ſaline Quality. By the One, it is ſecured 
from any internal Principle of Corruption; by the 
other, it works itſelf clear from every adventitions De- 
en 

A DireRory this, and a Pattern for me Thus 
may divine Grace, like the ꝑenetrating Power of Salt, 


cure the Depravity of wy "Heart, and rectify the 


'Diforders of my Temper ! Seaſon my Words, and 
make all my Converſation ſavoury 1--Thus may a 
'continual Courſe of Activity, in my ſecular and my 
ſacred Vocation, prevent the pernicious: Effects of 
Indolence! Let me daily exerciſe, or be attempting 
to exerciſe, the Graces of Chriſtianity. Leſt Faith 
become feeble; leſt Hope contract Dimneſs; and 

0 wax cold. | 
Now the Tide begins to flow. Wave riſes upon 
Wave, and Billay rolls over Billow. Nothing can 
| BT O17 dirert, 
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divert, nothing retard its Progreſs ; no, not ſor a 
Moment. Though Canutus be in the Way“; though 
his. royal Authority, and ftrict Prohibition, nay, 
though all the Forces of his Kingdom oppoſe ; it will 
never diſcontinue the advancing Swell, till it has 
reached the deſtined Point.—So, may I always abaund. 
in Communion with GOD, or in Beneficence to Men 
reſigning one religious or charitable Employ, only 

| to 


* Alluding to a memorable and inſtructive Story, re- 
corded of King Canutus. Who, probably without having 
read, had nevertheleſs thoroughly learned, that excellent 
Leſſon of Horace; 3 | 


Regum timendorum in proprios Greges, | 
Keges in ip/os Imperium eft Jovis. kts 6563 


Some of his abject and deſigning Flatterers, had the ?mprious 
Aſurance to tell Him, His Power was more than hu- 
« man.” To convince them of their Folly, and rebuke 
them for their Falſhood, He ordered his Chair of State 
to be placed on the Extremity of the Shore, juſt as the 
Tide began to flow. Here He took his Seat, in the Pre- 
ſence of the Paraſites, and many other Attendants. Then, 
with alt that Dignity of Air, and Severity of Accent, 
which ſovereign Authority knows how to afſume, He 
{aid—** Thou Sea, the Land on which I fit is mine; nor 
has any One dared to invade my Rights, or diſobey my 
% Commands, without ſuffering the deſerved Puniſhment. 
I charge Thee, therefore, on Pain of my higheſt Diſplea- 
% ſure, not to enter theſe Territories, nor touch the Feet 
« of England's Monarch. 1 1250 
When the rude Waves made bold to enter on the for- 
bidden Ground; nay, when thoſe ancourtly Things pre- 
ſumed to raſh upon the royal Seat, and even to daſh his 
Majeſty's Perſon ; He ſtarted from his Throne, and bid 
every Beholder obſerve the Impotence of earthly Kings. 
Bid them remember, That HE alone is worthy. of the 


— 4 whom Winds and Waves and univerſal Nature 
Q „ . ; | 
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to enter upon another ; and be thus prefling forward; 
fil preſſing forward, to the Prize of my high Calling. 
in CHRIST FESUS.-—Differing from thoſe re- 
gular Viciffitudes of the Ocean, only in one Particu- 
lar; That my Endeavours never ebb, my Soul nevet 
draws back. Since this would be, if temporary, to 
my grievous Lofs; if final, to my ggravated Per- 
a | 


Conſider the Sea in another Capacity, RP it connects 
the remoteſt Realms of the Univerſe; by ſacilitating 
an Intercourſe between their reſpeRive Inhabitants.— 
What ſhort-ſighted Beings are Mankind! How ex- 
tremely ſuperficial their Views ! How unavoidable 
therefore their frequent Miſtakes! The Antients 
looked upon this bottomleſs Deep, as an anpaſſable 
* Gulf. If our Forefathers were fo egregiouſly miſ. 
taken in this Inſtance; let not Us too peremptorily 
pronounce upon any difficult or myſterious Point. 
Leſt ſucceeding Generations, or a more inlightened 
State, ſhould cover Us with the double e ol, 
_ childiſh Ignorance, and faoliſſß᷑ Conceit. 
We have clearly demonſtrated, oy happily e ex- 
perienced, the very Reyerſe of that grey- headed Sut- 
miſe to be true. The Ocean, inftead of being a 
Bar.of Separation, is the great Bond of Union. For 
this Purpoſe, it is never exhaufed, though it ſupplies 
the whole Firmament with Clouds, and the Whole 
Earth with Ras... Nor ever 8 Gorgh all 


enn Abd aljeidte 
Prudens Oceans NET” 88 
Terrat. | H OR, 
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the Rivers in the Univerſe are perpetually augment- 
ing its Stores, and pouring in their tributary Floods. 
— By means of this Element, We travel farther, 
than Birds of the ſtrongeſt Pinion fly; and diſcover 
Tracts, which the Vultur's Eye has never ſeen*. We 
make a Viſit to Nations, that lie drowned in their 
midnight Slumbers, when every induſtrious Perſon 

on this Part of the Globe, is beftirring Himſelf in all 
the Hurry of Buſineſs, We cultivate an Acquaint- 
ance with the Sun-burnt Negre, and the ſhivering 
Eelander, We crofs the flaming Line, We penetrate 
the frozen Pole, and wing our Way even round the 
World, 

This is the great Vehicle of ae — Not to 
mention the floating Caftles, which contain whole 
Armies; which bear the Thunder, the fiery Tem- 
peſts, and all the dreadful Artillery of War; what 
a Multitude of Ships, of the largeſt Dimenſions, 
and moſt prodigious Burden, are continually paſſing 
and repaſſing this univerſal Fhoroughfare ! Ships, that 
are freighted, not with Sacks, but with Harveſts of 
Corn; chat carry not Pipes, but Vintages of Wine; 
that ate laden, not with Bars of Iron, Blocks of. 
Marble, or Wedges of Gold, but with whole Quar- 
ries of maſſy Stone, and whole Mines of ponderous 
Metal. All which, lodged in theſe volatile Store- 
houſes, and actuated by the Breath of Heaven, are 
waſted to the. very Ends of the Earth: wafted, enormous 
and unwieldy as they are, more expeditiouſly than the 
light Berlin bowls along the Rosa; almoſt as 

5 | | ſpeedily, 


* Job xxviu. 7. 


- 
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n. as the ee Roe bounds over the 
Hills *. 
Aftoniſhing- Ordination of a] Wiſdom Vet 


moſt graciouſly contrived for the Benefit of Mankind! 


I can hardly ſatisfy my View, in beholding this rolling 
Chaos; I can never ceaſe my Admiration, in con- 
templating its amazing Properties. That an Element, 
ſo: wn/table: and fugitive, ſhould bear up ſuch an im- 
menſe Weight, as would bend the firmeſt Floors, 
or burſt the ſtrongeſt Beams — That the thin and 
yielding Air ſhould drive on, with ſo much Facility 
and Speed, Bodies of ſuch exceflive Bulk, as the 
Strength of a Legion would be unable to move.— 
That the Air and the Water, acting in Conjunction, 
ſhould· carry to the Diſtance of many thouſand Miles, 
what the united Force of Men and Machines could 
ſcarcely. drag a ſingle LVard.—Puny and deſpicable 
are our Attempts: but great and marvelous are 20 
Works, O LORD GOD Almighty ! V thou 
wilt work, ſays the Prophet, who or what ball let 
it 1 Neither the Meanneſs of the Inſtrument, nor 


the Greatneſs of the Event. A Sling and a Stone 


ſhall lay the gigantic Bravo in the Duſt $. An Ox- 
Goad ſhall do more Execution than a Battery of 


Cannon ||. Even 4 Worm yr * the Mountains, 


and 


1 Ship, under a briſk and ſteady Gale, will fail at the 
Rate of 216 Miles in 24 Hours: perſevering, if the 
Wind continues favourable, in the ſame rapid Career, for 
ſeveral Days together. A Courſe, which, conſidering 
both its Swwi/tne/s and Duration, cannot be equaled by the 
ableſt Horſe, 8 not by the nimbleſt Creature that 
treads the Ground. 

+ If. xlii, 13, þ2 1 Sam, xvii, go, ] Judg- 
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turned obout with a very / ſmall Helm, whitherſoever the 
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and heat them ſmall, and male the Hills as CH *; GO 75 


 ALL-SUFFICIENT is his Name, and dutvf 


Weakneſs He maketh his Strength perfect. O] that 
We, my dear Aſpaſio — that I eſpecially may be 
ſtrong in the LORD, and in the Power of his 


Might! Then, as the light Air is made to act with 


a more forcible Imp̃ulſe, than the moſt vigorous En- 
gines; as the fluid Water is made to ſuſtain more 
ponderous Loads, than the mdſt ſubſtantial Works 
of Maſonry 3 ſo We, who in Ourſelves are nothing 
but Impotence, ſhall be enabled to triumph over the 
Legions of Hell, and i tread 4 all' the Tempta- 
tions of the World e:! 26 a hat 
How are the Mariners conducted F this uid 
Common, than which nothing is more wide, and no- 
thing more wild? Here is no Track to be followed; 
no Poſts of Direction to be conſulted; nor any Shep- 
herd's Hut, where the wandering Traveler may afk 
his Way. — Are they guided by a Pillar of Fire in the 
Night, or a moveable Cloud in the Day? As the 
Sons of Jacob and Joſeph were eſcorted th rough the 
eaſtern Deſatts. No; but by a mean, contemptible 
and otherwiſe worthleſs Faſfl.— The Apoſtle James 
mentions it, as a very obſervable Fact; that the Shipt, 
which are fo great, and driven of fierte W inds, yet are 


Governor Tifteth +. ls it not equally wonderful; that 
they ſhould be led through ſuch a pathleſs and un- 
meaſurable Waſte, by ſo ſmall an Expedient, as the 
1 of ane ae, Till di ſurpriſing 

e deen eee Mineral 


00 31 11 elde ine IIINSHIGES na Ritt 
Iſa. xli. 14 157 7 5 Jam A11447. ory; ov | 
11 am aware, ge Expedients are uſed for ſhap- 


ing a proper Courſe on the hemal, ſuch as making 
Vo. III. N | Obſer- 
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Mineral was diſcovered, and its Properties were im- 
proved, Navigation lay in its Cradle. Was, at beſt, 
a mere Infant, that crept timorouſly along the Coaſts; 
was obliged to keep within ſight of the Shores; and, 
i driven out beyond the narrow Sphere of her Land- 
marles, could neither aſcertain her Situation, nor pur- 


ou 
ſue her Voyage. But this Guide - when every Bea- — 
con on the Top of the Hills, is vaniſned from the Tie 
acuteſt Ken; where nothing but Skies are ſeen above, us 
and Seas alone appear below—this Guide points out the 
«the proper Paſſage. This communicates an Intelli- ET 
gente, which ſhines clear in the thickeft Darkneſs, of | 
and remains ſteady in the moſt tempeſtuous Agitations. Na 
Thie has * given, not indeed Birth, but Maturity to | In 
Navigation; and turned her ſwadling Bands into * 
Mig. This has emboldened her to launch into tha 
the Heart of the Ocean, and enabled her to range tui 
rom Pole to Pole. Gl 
Thus does GOD, both in the Operations of Na- bu 
ture, and the Adminiſtrations of Providence, ac- m 
.compliſh, the moſt importunt Ends by the moſt incon- m0 
| Aderable Means. When the formidable Siferg is to 1 
be cut off, the Blow ſhall be given, not by ſome 4 
puiſſant Champion, hut by the Hand of a Woman *. pe 
When Feriche is to be demoliſhed, thoſe impregna- . 
Me Fortifications ſhall fall, not beneath the Stroke * 
Os Rt but beſore the Sound of Rams 7 
„ Moms: 1 
OR from tie Sun b majleaatitar Inſtruments. be 
But thefe 1 believe, are only ſebordinate Aids to the of 


Needle: The grand Regulator is the Magnet. I have 
heard an experienced Sailor declare ; He would rather 


W 4 e than without ane. 
| DE sie : 1 I > ; 


; F 4 "= W471 . 


f.. , AF. WE. 


: only with Trumpets, Lamps, and Pitchers . Who 
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Horns . When a hundred thouſand Afidianites are 
to be routed, the LORD of Hofts will gain this 


ſignal Victory, not by numerous Legioos completely 


armed, but by a Handful of [frachtes, accoutered 


would have thought, that from the Root of Fee, a 
Root out of a dry Ground, ſhould ariſe that great 
Tree, which fretches her Boughs unto the Sea, and 


her Height unto the Heavens, and her Branches unte 
be Ends of the Earth ? That the deſpiſed Galilean 


and the Carpenter's Son, ſhould be the SAVIOUR 
of the World, and the HETR of all Things? 


| | | Nay ; that a Perſon humbled like the Weng of 


MUAY and executed like the vileft of MalefaQors 3 


| | | nailed to a Croſs, and laid proſtrate among the Dead; > 


that HE ſhould reſtore Life and Immortality to 


ruined Sinners; 3 ſhould open the Gates of Grace and 


Glory on loſt Mankind That a few illiterate Crea- 
tures taken from the Barge, the Oar, and the _ 
ſhould confute Philoſophers, and convert Kin 

ſhould overthrow the Strong-holds of Idolatry, 255 
plant Chriſtianity on its Ruins ! —This is a Circum- 
ſtance, . which, though a Stumbling-block to ſome 
People, bas conſiderably ſtrengthened my Faith. It 
is perfectly agreeable to the ALMIGHTY" 
Manner. It is (if I may fo ſpeak) the r 
Turn of his Hand, and the peculiar Style of 
Works. Whence does He raiſe the charming] 
beauteous Flower 7 Whence the magnificent Myr IA 
of the Foreſt-Oaks ? Whence the boundleſs and 


- ineſtimable Stores of the Harveſt ? From Principles | 


jo. w. 3. + Judge 0. 48 


* 
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which bear not the leaſt Proportion to their Effects. 
Beſides; this moſt emphatically- ſpeaks IT HE 
G0 D. It fews the Lighting down of his glorious 
Arm *; and abſolutely precludes all the Pretenſions 
of hu man Arrogance, or finite Power. It appro- 
priates the Honour to that Supreme A GEN T, be- 
fore. whom the Ea, and the 4rduous are both alike, 
Al Men that ſee it muſt ee THIS HATH 
. D mann. 


12 3 this 8 are 1 to our ir Iſland 

choice Productions, and the peculiar Treaſures, 

every Nation under Heaven, So that We can 
breakfaſt upon a Diſſolution of the American Kernel i; 
and. ſee the rich nutrimental Liquor froth in our 
Cups, without ever tempting the ſoming Brine. 
We can ſteep the delicately- flavoured Chineſe Leaf, 
in. the Waters of our own Well; or ſpend. the Aſter. 
noon in our own Parlour, and be regaled with an In- 
tuſion of the finely-{cented Arabian Berry. We can 
ſeaſon. the friendly, . Bowl with the Juices of the 
Orange, or refreſh our clammy Palate with the Pulp 
of the Tamarind 3, without feeling that fervent Heat, 
which imparts ſuch a poignant Reliſh to the former; 
without ſuffering thoſe ſcorching Beams, which gave 
afever-cooling Virtue & to the latter. We can pile upon 
dur Salvers a Pyramid of Lalian Figs; fill the Interſtices 
with the Sky- -dried Raiſins of Malaga; and form a 
Summit for the i inviting Structure, with the Pi acia 
Nut K. neee, this means, the Eaſtern Spices 
r 5 exhale 


2 


oF 


. al xxx. 30. | 
JEM Called the Cacoa, which affords the principal Ingre- 
dient of —— and grows on a Gmall Free-in America. 
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exhale their Odours on our Tables; and the Weſtern 
Canes transfuſe their Sweetneſs into our Viands. 
We clothe our Bodies with the vegetable Fleeces ® 
of the South, and line our Apparel with warm furry 
Spoils from the North. We can wear the Pearl, 
poliſned in the Abyſſes of the Perfian Gulf; and 
walk on the Carpets, manufactured in the Do- 
minions of the Great Mogul; yet neither expoſe 
Ourſelves to the Rage of boiſterous Seas, nor the 
more dreaded Treachery of barbarous People. In 
ſhort; by this grand and beneficial Expedient of Na- 
vigation, every Tide conveys into our Ports: the 
Wealth of the remoteſt Climes, and brings the 
Abundance of the Univerſe to be unladen on aur 
Quays: London becomes a Mart of Nations; and 


almoſt every private Houſe in the Kingdom, is em- 


belliſned or ee Gone the four ies of 
the Globe. tags 453 ? vi 11 $15 45 444 

Aunoſt 575 N bebe not this more like 
rhetorical Flouriſh, than real Truth? Are not all 
the Advantages I have mentioned, the peculiar Por- 
tion of the Rich? Is not the Sea, like high Liſe and 
the gay World, ſomewhat capriciout and 
Beſtowing laviſhly ber Favours: on the Wealthy; at 
the ſame Time that She neglects the Neëdy . - Quite 
the Reverſe. Like her moſt exalted yet moſt onde 
n nenen ue r Per- 


1914; 10 9538 2 3 inzzut L012 140 | 


1 e which is a:-Sort- of Wool, encompaſing'the 


Seed of a Tree —lts Fruit is of an oval Form, about the 
5 of a Nut. As it ri pe ny, it grows black on the 70 
t 0 


fide; and, by the He the Sun, opetis in fevers 


Places, diſcovering the Cotton through the Clefes,* which 


20. an admirable Whiteneſs. See CHaMs, 575. | 
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ſons. She deals out ber Liberalities to All; to the 
Wealthy, ſuch as are ſuitable to their Circumſtances; 
to the Indigent, ſuch as ate beſt adapted to their Con- 
dition. If She ornaments the Abodes of the firſt, 
employs. the Hands of the laſt; furniſhies theſe 
with uſeful Labour, thoſe with elegant Accommoda- 
tions. What a Multitude of induſtrious People ac- 
Quire a Livelihoed, by preparing the Commodities 
intended for Exportation ! And what a Multitude of 
dextrous Attificers maintain their Families; by ma- 
nufiQturing the Wares imported from abroad 
It is reckoned a valuable Species of Beneficence, 
to provide proper Work for the Poor. This with- 
draws them from many Temptations, and preſerves 
them from much Wickedneſs. It hinders them from 
being a Burden to themſelves, and a Nuifance to the 
Public. They might otherwiſe be idle, and as Ver- 
mine on the Body politic 1 or even mutinont, ant as 
Vipers in the. Boywels of the Nation: Whereas, by 
exerting themſelves ih 4 due Subordination, and with 
becoming Diligetice, they are the very Sinews of the 
Commubity z of like the grand Wheel in the Ma- 
anne of State, whoſe. inceſſant Activity diſtributes 
Nenty, and pours innumerable Convetienties through 
the Whole. What a Hafer then, or rather what a 
Miftreſs; is the Sca! How extenſive her Correſpond- 
. ence, and how large her Demand for Workmen 
Into what Branch of Trade does ſhe not enter! 
What kind of ingenious Science, or ufeful Toil, 
does ſhe not befriend? How many Millions of hdneſt 
bur geegy Pertons are in her Service? And 
how atuhly are they repaid for theit Pains 750) that 


4 tothe ln Me and dey. —— 
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great Waters, theſe Mem fee the Works of the LORD, 
and his Wonders in the Deep. They alſo that dwell 
among their own People, and abide in the Villages, 
even they enjoy the Bounty, and ſhare the Advan- 
tages of the Ocean. For, though it is falſe Philo- 
ſophy, to ſuppoſe the Waters themſelves ſtrained 
through ſubtertanean Paſſages, into the inland Coun- 
tries; yet it is an undeniable Truth, that their be- 
neficial Efecis are transfuſed into every Town, every 
Hamlet, and every Cottage. 

Surely, the Inhabitants of our Ifle, have Reaſon 
to turn the Prediction of Moſes, concerning the 
Tribe of Joſeph, into a devout and grateful Acknow- 
ledgment,—Bleſſed of the LORD is *® our Land. 
Blefſed with the precious Things of Heaven, with the 
Dew, and with the Deep that coucbeth beneath. mn 
the precious Things brought forth by the Sun, and with 
the precious Things thruft forth by the Moon. With the 
chief Things of the antient Mountains, end with the pre- 
ious Things of the everlaſting Hills and with tht 
precious Things of the Earth, and the Fulneſs * 1. 
, (fo I would tranſlate the Original) not be ; in th 


grediftive, not precatory Form. This i implies a 
of Faith, and diſtinguiſhes P from 2 1 


ſuits the extraordinary Ilamination of 

moſt Honour to the omniſcient SPIRIT. _ 
l. . . Here ſcems to be an 

exact 2 cription of the Riches 


of Nature.» be buen Tirng Heaven; or Rain, 
which — nv fey th . A a Dew, which is 


formed in the lower, Regions of the Firmament. TI 
Deep that coucheth beneath ; Seas, Rivers, Fountains, Wells, 
which lie in the Boſom of the Soil; and are Sources of - 


Eg and Plenty, Ws hg wn 


* 


— 
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May we alſo enjoy the Good-will of HI M, whe 
dwelt in the Buſh *, and the Grace of HIM, who 
hung on the Free ! May the eternal GO D be our 
Refuge; and his everlaſting Arms underneath both 
Us and our Intereſts !—Happy then wilt Thou be, 
thrice happy, O England Thy temporal Advantages, 
and thy ſpiritual Privileges confidered, it may truly 
de ſaĩd, Ibo, or what Nation, is like unto Thee? 
Tbis for my Country; now let me with for myſelf 


1+ GOD. of all Worlds! Source and Supreme of Things ! 
From whom all Life, from wham Duration ſprings ! 
- vdntenſe Q! let me for thy Glory burn, . 
Nor fruitleſs view my Days and Months return. 

EO RT Wh | ;  » Give 
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Give me with Wonder at thy Works to glow, 
Te graſp thy Viſion, and thy Truths to know : 
O'er Time's tempęſtuous Sea to reach thy Shore, 
And live, and ſing, where Time ſhall be no more. 


You ſee, Aſpaſio, T have been ſtudying the Volume . 
of Nature ; endeayouring to read its capital Cha- 
rafters, and learn ſome of its inſtructive Leſſons. 
The Sea has been the Page; but how ſuperficial is 
my Peruſal, and no leſs ſcaniy my Knowledge.: Little, 
very little have I ſeen or conceived, relating to thoſe 
Works of Wonder, which the vaſt unſathomable 
Deep contains D- the Plants it produces, and the 
Creatures it nouriſhes—its ſtupendous Rocks, and 
ſubterranean Caves —the Heaps of Pearl, which are 

its native Growth; and the Loads of Gold, which 

it has gained by Shipwreck. So ſuperficial are my , 

Views of CHRIST; fo ſcanty is my Acquaintance , 

with the Goſpel. :.-; [ | i 
You, I preſume, are ſitting at the Feet of that 
Sublime TEACHER ; and attending to the Dic- 
tates of HIS Mouth, in whom are hid all the Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdem and Knowledge +. Let me promiſe 

Ten: myſelf 


af 


— 7 


= 
A I eee eee 


Should the Reader defire to ſee this Subject, more 
largely opened, and more fully improved, I would refer 
Him to Contemplations on the Ocean, lately publiſhed by my 
1ngenious and pious Friend Mr. Pearſall. In which, a re- 
fined Fancy and a delicate Philoſophy, compoſe a Chaplet 
for evangelical Divinity. - Uniting ſome of their beauti- 
ful and fragrant Flowers, to adorn the Goſpel of GOD 
our SA VIOU R—to quicken and refreſh the Spirits of 
his People — to invite and win the Hearts of the Diſo- 


bedient, 
| + Col. ii. 3. 


154  TuarzroN to As As 0. Let. 9. 


myſelf a Communication of your Thoughts, as L have 
freely tranſmitted a Specimen of mine. And I will 


make no ſctuple to acknowledge * 
the Exchange; chat I receive | 


Nevetæa x berallefabei ate. T's 


Or, as the eloquent 7/a:ab ſpeaks; For Braſs you will 

bring Gold, and for Iron you will bring Silver &: 
| rendering me, by this Intercourſe, your more obiiged, 
though it is ſcarce poſſible for me to be, more than [ 


alteady am, 
r Your Helau 


| THERON, 


P. S. Monſieur Paſchal, who was remarkably fond 
pf Brevity, makes an odd Excuſe for tranſ- 
greſſing, on a particular Occaſion, his favourite 
Rule. He intreats his Friend to pardon the 
unuſual Length of his Epiſtle, by aſſuring Him, 

That be had not Time to make it ſhorter.—I can- 
not, it muſt be confeſſed, adopt this Philoſo- 
pPgher's Apology. For, I have purpoſely length- 
encd my Letter, with a View of ſetting, in this 
. Circumſtance, a Pattern for my Aﬀpaſio, 


ann. 


1 


AgPASIO to THtxRON, 


2 


Dear THERON, 
| Thank you for your Litter, becauſe it entertains 
and improves me: I thank you for your Poſtſcript, 


becauſe it is my Encouragement and my Apology.— 


I am ſet down to write, with a copious Stock of Ma- 


| terials. It will be far more difficult to contract, than 


to inlarge. I muſt therefore acknowledge myſelf ob- 
liged to your Candour, for affigning me the zafit# 
Taſk. That Prolixity, which, in others, might be 
ungenteel and faulty; is, in me, an Act of Complai- 
ſance, and Matter of Duty. | 
Though abſent from . You, I went with You in 
your late Ramble, Your deſcriptive Pen has made 
me Partaker' of the ideal Delight : may divine Grace 


enable me to ſhare In the ſpiritual Improvement 


When you diſplayed the Beauties of the Morn break- 
ing forth from the Obſcurity of Night; when you 
adopted that noble Aſpiration from our philoſophic 
Poet; I could not forbear adding Thus may the 
« gracious. GOD, who commands the Light to 


* ſhine out of the Midnight Darkneſs, ſuine into 


© out Hearts; und give that incamparubiy glorious 


« .Knowledge, the Knowledge of his bleſſed SELF ! 
* Which, though emen through all the 7 — | 
66 


Ro 


8 
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„ of Creation, and derivable from every Work of 
« his Almighty Hand; yet no where beams forth 
* "with ſuch complete 7 ſuch amiable Luſtre, as in the 
<< Perſon of FESUS CHRIST —Hefe we 
behold all the ſublime Perfections of the DEI T ; | 

not only maniſeſted with inimitable Splendor, but 
operating for our own Advantage. We behold them, 
as Job ſpeaks, for Ourſelves t; and cannot but re- 
ceive inexpreſſible Refreſhment and Joy from the 
View. 


When you walked beneath the Shade of thoſe 
buge, horrid, and enormous Cliffs ; 'M both amuſed 
and alarmed at their ſtupendous Magnitude, . and 
7 frightful Irregularity—When you caſt your Eye upon 
the wide - expanded Surface of the Ocean — When 
Va ſurveyed, the far. more unmeaſurable Arches of 

the Sky And meditated, in that awful Solitude, on 
he, wildeſt and moſt magnificent Appearances .of 

ature—l felt the ſame Kind of devout Aſtoniſhment 
with yourſelf. While the Soul was wrapt in _penſroe 
Stilneſs, and plea/ang Dread 1, 5 metbought, I heard a 
Voice, or ſomething like a.V ſoice, from the ſilent 
Spheres, as well as from the ſounding Seas, It 
ſeemed to echo back, what the mighty Angel, whom 
John aw flying, in the mid of Heaven, once. pro- 
amel << Mok AEM who, . Heaven and 


A ©. : T7 | r 4 * Be 
Ne I $ 


ab b PRs 9 7 15804 ; 
7 new ſeems to have been fuch a Kind, not of ls 
bug of , Dread,: which ſeized the Diſciples on the 
| 1218 of Trans! uration: 72 vn for they were 
ck with a. pro ound, but deli Sheſ Abe. Delightful, 
otherwiſe it is not eaſy 1 to ER AI} Peter mould pro- 
poſe to 341 Tabernacle; there, or how He could with t6 
| Fominue in thoſe Circumſtances, Mark ix. 6. 
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cc Earib, and the Sea, and the Fountains of Mater x. 
«. Worlhip' Him, who ſtretched out that azure Pa- 
&« yilion with ſuch amazing Grandeur: who meaſur- 

ed yonder World of Waters, in the Hollow of his 
4 Hand: and before whom, this immenſe Range of 
e mountainous Cliffs, is. but as Duſt ae the 
„% Scale. 1 

When you Jeſctibed the ! Sie * 2 1 
Wretch, expoſed on the Edges of the tremendous 4 
Precipice; hanging over the ragged: Rocks, and the 
unfathomable Gulf; and cleaving only to a flender, 
treacherous, breaking Bough : how - heartily did 1 
join in your adoring Acknowledgments to that kind, 
interpoſing, bleſſed Hand, which reſcued us both 
from an infinitely more | threatening and dreadful 
Danger! Reſcued us, as Slaves, from the Dominion 
of the Devil: ſnatched us, as Brande, from the in- 
extinguiſhable Burnings. And bid Us (O marvelous, 
ſuperabundant Goodneſs ) bid Us poſſeſs the Liberty 
of mann bid us inherit the en of 
Heaven. 

When Vou mention this paſt Insten e hs 
preſent Fervour of your Prayers, I could not forbear 
reiterating my Praiſes to GOD on your Behalf. 
This is a Proof, my dear Theron, that you are going 
in the Way everlaſting; for it is written, They ſhall 
come with Weeping, and with Supplications: will 1 lead 
them r. This is the Work of the HOLY GHOST, 
dwelling in your Heart; for what faith the Scripture? 
1 will pour upon them the Spirit of Grace and of Sup- 
* t. And our LORD Himſelf mentions 

this, 


— 


* Rev. xiv. 7. f Jer. xxxi. 9. I Zech. xii. 10. 


— 


s/n tv. 
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this, as the Indication of a true Converſion ; Behold ! 


b prayeth . Had not Saul prayed before? Yes; and 


made long Prayers too. But he never, till that 
Inftant, was ſenſible of his undone and damnable 
Condition. Never cried to G O D from the Depths 
of his Diſtreſs, or from the Depths of his Heart. 
Nor ever ſolicited the Throne of Grace, in the 


All-prevailing Name of 7 ESU CH RIST.— 


His Prayers, till then, were ſome what like the Moes, 


which fluQuate to and fro in the Air, without any 


vigorous Impulſe, or any certain Aim. But, in that 
Hour they were like the Arrow, which ſprings from 
the firained Bow 3 and, quick as Lighting, 1 to 
the Mark. | 
I was pleaſed to find Y ou, in the Proceſs of your 
Leer, inſenſibly forgetting the Narrative] and fo 
engaged by the Subject, that you ſpoke not as the 
Kelater, but as the Behoider.— Thus may We always 
be affected, when We ſtudy the Oracles of Truth. 
Study them, not as cold unconcerned Critics, who 
are only to judge of their Meaning; but as-Perſons 


deeply intereſted in all they contain. Who are par- 
ticularly addreſſed in every Exhortation, and directed 


by every Precept. Whoſe are the Promiſes, and to 
whom belong the precious Privileges. When We 
are enabled thus to realize and appropriate the Con- 
tents of that invaluable Book; then we ſhall taſte the 
Sweetneſs, and feel the Power of the Scriptures. 


Then We ſhall know, by happy Experience, that 
our Divine MASTER's Words, are not barely 


Sounds and Syllables, but 1 are Spirit, and they 
ore Life +. 


I was 


* Acts ix. 11. 1 John vi. 63. 
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I was ſtill more agreeably entertained with your 
Picture of Commerce, and of the Advantages We 
receive from Navigation. One Advantage, however, 
I can ſpecify, which is greater than any, greater 
than all, You have celebrated. An Advantage, 
which will endear and ennoble Navigation, ſo long 
as the Sun and Moon endure. The Goſpel, my 
dear Friend, the glorious Goſpel came to our Iſland 
through this Channel. The Volume that compriges 
it, and the Preacher that publiſhed it, both were 
imported by. Shipping, And may We not ſay, with 
the inraptured Jaiah? How beautiful are the Feet of 
them, hut bring good Tidings ; that publiſh Peace; that 
bring goed Tidings of Good; that publiſh Salvation x 
that ſay unte Zion, Thy GOD reignetb . It is 
pleaſant to hear their Voice; pleaſant to contemplate 

; their 


Va. liv. 7. Never did Language beſpeak an i- 
raptured Soul, more ſignificantly than this ſacred Excla- 
mation. The Prophet is all Wonder and all Joy. He 
1s ſo onamoured with his Subject, and ſo captivated with 
the Glory of the Go/pe/, that He can never ſay enough 
of its Excellencies.—Goad Tidings; the very beſt, that 
Earth could receive, or Heaven proclaim. Good Tidings 
of Good, a moſt comprehenſive Good; a Collection of 
every Bleſling 3 or all good Things in one. Pabliſb Peace; 
Peace with G OD, the everlaſting King ; and that ſweet 
Peace of Conſcience, which the whole World cannot 
give. Publiſp Salvation; or that Gift of Righteouſneſs 
which is the meritorious Cauſe, together with that Spirit 
of Liberty and Spirit of Adoption, which are the rich 
and grand Conſtituents of Salvation. That ſay unto Zion, 
Thy GOD reipneth ; not Sin and Satan, not Luſt and Ap- 
E oppreſſive Tyrants and worſe than Egyptian Taſk - 

aſters, but the All-wiſe and infinitely Gracious | E- 
HOV AH); He, even He ſetteth up his pure, his peace- 
ful, his ſpiritual Kingdom, in the Believer's Heart, in 
the Gentile Nations, and in all Lands. 7 


at. 6” 
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their Meſſage; and pleaſant even to behold, the 
Ground on which they trod, or the very Waves over 
which they ſailed. — This made the holy Prophet re- 
| joice in Spirit, when he foreſaw the extenſive Spread 
| ol his MAS FER's Glory, and the certain Com- 
| mencement of our Happineſs. This put into his 
Mouth that affectionate and congratulatory Addreſs; 
which, in a very particular Manner, is directed to 
Us and our Countrymen : Sing unto the LORD a 
new Song, and his Praiſe from the Ends of the Earth: 
ye that go down to the Sea, and all that is therein; je 
Hes, and the Inhabitants thereof. Let the Wilderneſs 
"aud the Cities thereof lift up their Voice ; let the In- 
habitants of the Rack ſing, let them ſhout from the Top 
of the Mountains. Let them give Glory unto the LO R D; 
and declare his Praiſe in the Iſlands *. - 
We read, in Ezekiel, of the moſt magnificent Fleet, 
that ever ploughed the Seas. The Maſts were of 
Cedar +, and the Benches of Ivory. Fine Linen, 
beautified with Embroidery, floted to the Winds, 
and formed the Sails. Blue and Purple rigged the 
Veſſel, and clothed the meaneſt Mariner.—Let Us 
ſuppoſe, that the Freight of this ſplendid Navy, was 
proportioned, in Value, to its ſumptuous Tackling. 
Vet how poor, how deſpicable were either, were 
| both, if eſtimated with the Treaſures of the Goſpel: 
thoſe divine Treaſures, which ſpring from the Impu- 
tation of our RED EE ME R's Righteouſneſs ! And 
which have much the ſame kindly Influence on re- 
ligious Practice, as Navigation, with all her Improve- 
e bas on Traffic. — Give me leave to confirm 
T this 


2 > $$. Gn 


; 1 
; 
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IIa. xlii. 10, 11, 12. + Ezek. xxvii. 5, e. 
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this Aſſertion, by ſelecting a few Inſtances, and ** 
plying them in a few anne elt 


One of the Benefits, obbenting from the Lapu- 
tation of GHRIST's Righteouſneſs, is Pardon. 
Pardon, not partial, but complete. A Pardon of 
each Sin, be it ever ſo heinous ; 3 A Pardon of all Sins, 
be they ever ſo numereur. For thus faith GO the 
LORD, who ſent both his Prophets and Apoſtles, 
preaching Peace by FESUS CHRIST. I will 
pardon A L L their Iniguities, whereby they have ſinned,” 
and whereby they have tranſgreſſed againſi me *. To 
learn the deſirable Nature of this Bleſſing, let Us 
ſtep back into the Annals of Hiſtory, and attend a 
traitorous unhappy Nobleman to his vindi&ive Exit. 
His Body is demanded by the Miniſters of ' Juſtice. 
Reluctant and trembling, He is conducted to the 
Scaffold. There, the alarmed Criminal ſees the 
mourning Block. Sees the glittering Ax. Sees the 
Coffin prepared for his Corpſe. Sees thouſands of 
anxious Spectators; waiting, with eager Looks and 
throbbing Hearts, the fearful Cataſtrophe. In a Word; 
he ſees Death advancing, with all the Solemnities of 
Horror and Woe.—Time elapſes. The preparatory 
Ceremonies are diſpatched. The fatal Moment is 
arrived. No longer Reſpite can be allowed. He 
muſt ſubmit to immediate Execution. Accordingly 
he proſtrates himſelf to receive the Stroke. But 
ſeized with new Terrors, at the poiſed Ax, and ap- 
proaching Blow, He ſtarts from the dangerous Poſture. 
Again ben « — again e his Neck from 

"0 I.: . E 8 A oa Ae © 11D ther 

# Jer. xxxiii. 8. 
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the impending Edge. A third Time, He lifts his 
pale Countenance, to the pitying Crowds, and de- 
parting Light.— Once more He bows to the Block, 
and once more raiſes his Head, in wi/hful Expect ation 
of the Royal Clemency.— Had a Meſſenger appeared, 
at the critical Inſtant, with a ſhout of Joy upon his 
Tr and a ſealed Pardon in his Hand; O!] how 
tranſporting the News ! [zexpreſſibly e the Fa- 
vour | — What was denied to his paſſionate Deſires; 
devied to the importunate Solicitations of his Friends; 
is freely offered to Us in the Goſpel of CHRIST. 
a Pardon of infinitely higher Conſequence ; which 
obliterates Milions:and Millions of rebellious Acts: 
which extends its bleſſed Effects, not merely through 
the little Span of Life, but beyond the Gates of the 
 C:rave—beyond-the Boundaries. of e 
all the Ages of Eternity. ; 
Ho unſathomable is that W Flood, on 
which my Theron lately exerciſed his Contemplation ! 
The toiling Phammets, with all their Length of 
Cordage, are unable to find a Bottom. Were the 
hugeſt Millſtones, or the higheſt Towers, or the 
moſt ſpacious Cities, caſt into that prodigious Gulf, 
- they would be totally overwhelmed, and irrecoverably 
loft;. - Thetefore the inſpited Prophet, to ſhew the 
betradl:ſi Extent of the divine Mercies in JESU 
_ CHRIST, and :to:dendte the Fiulneſsrof their Par- 
don who ate cleanſed in the REDEEMER's 
Blood, hath illuſtrated both by this grand Similitude. 
Than wilt caftull their Sins into 'the Depths of the Sea * 
mot one, | or a few, hut all their Sins not barely 
behind thy Back, but into the anchor not _ 
ſhallow 


* Mic. vii. 19. 
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ſhallow Parts, but in the very Depths of che Ocean 
— ſo that they ſhall never riſe up in Judgment; never 
de taken notice of; no, nor ever be nN 
any more. 

5 With an Act of total een let Us join 4 
W thorough Reforation to Favenr.—If the Wrath of an 
= carthly King be as the Roaring a Lion ; how much 
more tremendous is His Indignation, who is able to 
caſt both Body and Soul into Hell! If theFavour'sf 
an earthly Sovereign be as Detu upon the Grafs ; how 
much more defirable and delightful HIS Loving- 
kindneſs, whom all Things in Heaven and Earth 
obey By the Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST, 
we are freed from all foreboding Apprehenſions of 
the former, and.eſtabliſhed. in the comfortable Pofſf- 
ſion of the latter. Tbe Goſpel renews and ratifies 
that joyſul Proclamation of the angelic Hoſt, Nua 
on Earth, and Goad-will to Men tg. GOD is not only 
pacified toward Believers, but well pleaſed with them 
W in his dear SON. They are the Objects of his 
= complacential Delight, and He rejoices over them te 
do them God. 

= Nay, they are made Children; Sem and Dauphbers 
= tv»: LORD Alnighty t. And if Sons, then Heirs 
of GOD, and. joint Heirs with CHRIST. — 
The chief Captain mentioned in the Ae, purchaſed 
his Freedom of the Imperial City Rome, with a great 


Sum of Money g. If ſuch a little tranſient Immu- 


nity, was ſo valuable in his Eſteem; who can ex- 
preſs the Worth, who can canceive the Dignity, of 


this divine Adoption? Yet it belengs to thoſe, .who. ---- - 


L 2 | : receive 


Prov. xix. 12. + Luke ii. 14. tO vi. 18. 
| Rom, viii, + ) Acts xxii. 28 
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receive the Goſpel, and are intereſted in CH RIS f. 
A They have Acceſs to the Omnipotent BEING; 
ſuc free and weleome Acceſs, as a beloved Chill 
to an indulgent Father. To Him they may fly for 
Aid, in every Difficulty; and from Him obtain a MW 
Supply, in all their Wants. -G OD, as the ſacred 
Charter runs, 1s THEIR GOD. All his lovely, al 
his adorable Perfections, are theirglorious Inheritance, 
and exceeding great Reward. That eternal Power, 
to which nothing is impoſſible, exerts itſelf as thei 
Guard; and that unerring Wiſdom, from which no- 
thing is concealed, acts as their Guzde.” His very 
Juſtice is no longer an incenſed Adverſary, demand- 
ing Vengeance or meditating Deſtruction; but a 
faithful Guaranter, to provide for the punctual Execu- 
tion of the RED EEME Rs Treaty, and their 
complete Enjoyment of its various Bleſſings.— What 
a Privilege is this ! Rather what à Clu/ter of Pri- 
vileges is Here ! Weigh the Kingdoms of the World; 
caſt: all the Glories of them into the Scale; and 
they will be found, when compared with theſe divine 
Prerogatives, emptier than the Bubble that burſts, 
i Ge:bparkthar expires: 3 

In the Goſpel are given exceeding great and pre- 
cious Płomiſes. Of ſuch Value, that they were pro- 
cured by the Blood of CHRIST; of ſuch Certain), 
that they are ratified by the Oath * of TEHOVAH. 
Saidurable, that, though all Fleſh is Graſs, and all 
the Goodlineſs thereof as the Flower of the Grafs, 
this Word of our G00 abideth fer ever ; ſo 
Maca that there are no ſuch Cordials to reviveour 
fainting, 


nb 6s 2 e b 8. 
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fainting, and no ſuch Bulwarks to Wed our indan- 


ger red Souls. With theſe the Bible is as richly re- 
- pleniſhed, as the clear midnight Sky i is, heſpangled. 


with Stars. They are all Yea and Amen, conligned 


over as a ſure unalienable Portion, Jo them that are in 


JESUS CHRIST®. 
Another Benefit, given in Conſequence of the, 


REDEEME R's Righteouſneſs, is the ſancti ifying 4 
SPIRIT. A moſt comprehenſive Bleſfing this! 


Our SAVIOUR intimates, that it includes every 


heavenly Gift, is an Aſſemblage of all good Things +. 
How ſingular a Comfort muſt it be to blind 
WW Bartimeus, to have his Eyes opened, and behold the 
au. chearing Light of the Sun! So, and far more 
comfortable, are the inlightening Influences of the 
dieſſed SPIRIT; when they thine” upon the 
= wretched Creature, who fits in Darkneſs and the 
Shadow of Death.— How peculiar a Mercy for the 
impure and abhorred Leper, to be healed of his i in- 


veterate Diſeaſe ! To feel the ſoothing Senſations. of 


Eaſe, where Sores rankled and Pain raged! - | 
of infeebling Languors and lotheſome Deformity, 


Vigour braces his Limbs, and Comelineſs blooms in 
his Countenance ||. Equally benign and equally 


ſalubrious, is the Agency of the Divine 8 PIR IT, 
on our depraved, polluted, ſenſual Minds. How 


ſignal was the Recovery, and how welcome the 
Change! When that unhappy Creature, 0 wildly 
agitated by a miſchievous Demon, was reinſtated in 
the n Mg 2 of Himſelf and my Faculties 1 


* 2 Cor. i. 20. + Compare Matt. vii. 11. with 
Luke xi. 13. + Mark x. 52, * | Matt. viii. 3. 
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When, inſtead of. unnaturally cutting his own Fleſh, 
or committing barbarous Outrages on innocent Tra 
velers, Hi He, fat compoſed and attentive at the Feet of 
Fe / Receiving heavenly Inſtruction from 
his Eips, and learning the Meekneſs of Wiſdom 
from his Example. So ſalutary and beneficial is the 
transforming 1 Power of the HOLY GHOST the 
Comforter Z; ſoftening, the rugged, ſweetening the 
moroſe, and calming the paſſionate Temper.—lt is 
undoubtedly the utmoſt Improvement and: the higheſt 
Happineſs. of our, Nature, to have the Image of. the 
bleſſed GOD: reinſtamped on our Hearts. This 
is an Earneft, and an Anticipation alſo, of endleſz 
| vr A Bud which will open in Heuer: and 


„ OX ECL. 


a” and brightens it into MET bn _ This 
Bud the ſanclifying SPIRIT. ingrafts, this Dawn 
the Grace, of our LORD JESUS CHRIST 
diffuſes, i in the barren and benighted Soul, 

Ina Word; receive this Righteouſneſs, and You 
Have a "Title to all Bleſſings, whether they be preſent 
or future, bodily or. ſpiritual, temporal or eternal, 
From the neceſſary Conveniencies of Bread to eat, 
and Raiment to put an; even. to the Crowns of 
Glory, and the Fulneſs of Joy; all, all, are owing 


to our oukn⸗ Rightomulanſs ou ſee | 


riow, Theron, That our Scheme, has no Tendency 
to impoveriſn your ſpiritual Condition, or diminiſh 
your true Riches: any more than thoſe Tracts of 
Water, which ſurround o our Illand „ are detrimental 
to 


Mak v. 15. 
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to the Wealth of its Inhabitants. Detrimental! 
No; they are an inexhauſtible Source of Treaſure, 
They convey to our Uſe the choiceſt Accommada- 
tions, and the moſt elegant Delights. Such as would 
in vain be expected, if the whole Ocean was con- 
verted into the fineſt Meads, and moſt fertile:Paſtures, 
50. but to apply this Compariſon, would * 
W your principal Queſtion. 

= «< Do not theſe Favours, though . b. 
« cious in themſelves, tend to the Introduction or 
« Support of Ungodlinefs ?“ — Quite the Reverſe. 
Have We Redemption through our SAF TOU R's 
Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of our Sins? We ate re- 
deemed, not that We may ſink in Supineneſs, or launch 
into Licentiouſneſs, but that We may be a peculiar 
People, zealous of good Works *. Are We made 
the Children of GOD? Then let our Light ſo ſhine 
before Men, that others, ſeeing our good Wonta, 
may glorify our FATHER which is in Heaven . 
This is the genuine Conſequence of ſuch a Doctrine, 
and the proper Effect of ſuch a Benefit —Are We 
veſted with ſacred. Privileges / Theſe admoniſh Us, 
theſe urge Us, to walk worthy of HIM, whe hath 
called us to his Kingdom and Glory Þ Shall the 
Citizens of Heaven be animated with no higher 
Views, than the Slaves of Appetite, and Drudges 
of the World? — Are We conſtituted Heirs of the 
Promiſes ? The Grace which they aſcertain, is in- 
tended to make Us Partakers of a Divine Nature ; 


and the Encouragement which they adminiſter, incites 
L 4 | Us 


Tir Bl. 14. + Matt. v. 16. 4 » Thel. ii. 12. 
y 2 Pet. i 1. ++ 5 5 
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Us to' cleanſe Ourſelves from all Filthineſs of Fleſh 
and Spirit, incites Us to perfect Holineſs in the Fear 
of GOD®.—Such high Immunities are a moſt en- 
gearing Perſuaſive, not to diſgrace, but magnify, not 
to provoke, but an, their ur ert beneficent 
AUTHOR. 
I might ander . that Holineſs is ane of the 
_ moſt diſtinguiſhed Bleſfings in our Syſtem. Nay, is 
the very central Bleſſing, to which all the otheis 
verge; in which they all terminate. — Were We 
choſen from Eternity? Tt was far this Purpoſe, that 
We may be holy and unblameable in Love +.—Are 
We called in Time? It is to this Intent, that We may 
ſhew forth the Praiſes of Him, who hath called Us 
out of Darkneſs into his maryelous Light f.—Ate 
Me created again in CHRIST JESUS? It is, to 
capacitate Us for acceptable. Service, and to furniſh 
Us untob every good Work . I quill put my Spirit 
within You, faith the LORD. For what End! 
That Ye may walk in my Statutes, and keep my Fudg: 
ments, and do them d. Here comes in my Theron's 
favourite Endowment, ſincere Obedience. Far, very 
far from diſcarding ſincere Obedience, We would 
only introduce it, under its due Character, and in its 
proper Order. Under its due Character; as the Fruit, 
not the Cauſe, of our Intereſt in CHRIS T's Righ- 
teouſnefs. In its due Order; as following, not pre- 
—_— the Gift of Juſtification, } _ 

* Theſe Privileges, my dear Friend, are albtary, as 
the Pool of 2 an are reſtorative, as 
& the 


* 2 Cor. vii. 1. 1 Eph. i. 4. t 1 Pet. ii. 9. 
Eph. i. 10. $ Ezek, XXXvVi. 7. J John v. 4- | 
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the Waters of S:/oam ®, Or like that ſacred Stream 
flowing from the:San&uary; which healed the Rivers, 
healed the Sea, and made even the Deſart flouriſh +. 
If Juſtification by the Righteouſneſs of CHRIST 


had a Tendency, to ſubvert the Foundation of Ho- 


lineſs ; to confirm the hypocritical Profeſſor, in his 
Neglect of moral Duties; or diſcourage the ſincere 
Convert, from the Purſuit of real Virtue; it would, 
doubtleſs, be unworthy of any Acceptation, or rather 


worthy of univerſal: Abhorrence.. But I dare appeal,' 
not only to the Nature of the Doctrine, and the 


Reaſon of Things, but to the Experience of All 
—Yes, of all who have ta/ted, that the LORD is 
gracious 1. Speak, Ye who are enabled to believe, 
« that GOD is reconciled ; has received the all- 
« ſatisfying Atonement ; and placed hi; SON's 
« Righteouſneſs to your Account! That He regards 
* You as his Children, and will receive Vou to his 
« Glory !—Have You not, under ſuch Convictions, 
felt your Hearts exulting with conſcious Joy; and 
« every Power of your Souls ſpringing forward, to 
« glorify your heavenly FAT HER—glorify Hi 
«© by every Inſtance of Obedience, F dey = 
« Zeal?” | 

Can ſuch Weib Benefits have a prejudicial 
Influence on our Practice, if, to the Conſideration of 
their ſuperlative Worth, We add that anequaled Price, 
by which they were purchaſed ?!—HE who is high 


above all Height, humbled Himſelf to be made of. a 


Woman, and born in a Stable; that We might. be 
admitted into the Family of G OD, and exalted to 
the 


John ix. 7. Ezek. xlvii. 8, 9. | . 1 Pet, i. 3. 
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the Manſions of Heaven. And will this great Humi- 
lation, which is the Bafis of our Happineſs, prompt 
Us to look down with Contempt on Others, or enter- 
tain arragant Thoughts of Qurſelves? _ 

Fe ONLY BEGOT TEN and the ſupreme 
Delight of the FATHER, was numbered with 
Tranſgreffors, and ranked with Felons; that We 
might be joined to the innumerable Company of 
Angels, and affociated with Saints in Glory ever- 
laſting. And will any One make this a Precedent 
or a Plea, for walking in the Counſel of the Ungodly ; 

for flanding in the Way of Sinners; or ſatting in the 
Seat of the Scornful * ? _ 

All manner of Evil was Neben of the faultleſs 
FESUS ; his bleſſed Name was vilified by blaſ- 
pheming Tongues, and his unblameable Conduct 
blackened. with the fouleſt Aſperfions ; on purpoſe 
chat We may be applauded, when We are judged ; 
and each hear thoſe tranſporting Words, WELL 
DONE THOU GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT +! 
Will this embolden Us to diſbanour our LORD, 
and ain our holy Proſeſſion? Shall We from hence 
de induced to open the Mouths of his Enemies, and 
turniſh them with Occaſion: to ſpeak reproachfully ? 

HE went, galled with the Laſhes of the Scourge, 

and penetrated with the pungent Thorns ; He went, 
loaded with the execrable Croſs, and ere the 
Way with his precious Blood; thus He went to his 
ignominious and tormenting Exit: that We may 
enter into Sion with Songs of Triumph on our Lips, 

and with 8 Joy on our Heads. Does this 


invite | 


Pfal. i. 1. t Matt. XXY. 2. 


0, Let. 10. ASPASIO % THERON. 197 
invite Us to go, crowned with Roſe-buds, to the 


ue Houſe of Riot; or go, muffled in Diſguiſe, to the 
or Midnight-Revel? Will it not rather incline Us, to 
fit down at his pierced Feet, and bathe them with 
ne MS ou: Tears, and take Delight“ in mourning for our 
ith - crucified LORD ? 
ve Behold ! He hangs on the curſed Tree, There, 
of = there He hangs; rent with Wounds, and racked with 
r. Pain. He pours his Groans, and ſpills his Blood. 
Ty He bows his Head, his patient princely Head, and 
,; dies—aſtoniſhing, nd "Cu Conſideration ! He dies 
£ = tor You and me. And will this harden our Hearts, 
or arm our Hands, to crucify Him afreſh by any al- 
fs = lowed Iniquity ? Does not Reaſon ſuggeſt, and Chri- 
f = filanty dictate, and all that is ingenuous inforce, the 
+ Aͤyoſtle's important Inference ? I One died for All, 
ſe ben they which live, ſhould not henceforth live unto tbem- 
F = /elves, but unto Him which died for them f. | 
: He thought upon Us, long before the Foundations 
: = of the World were laid ; He remembers Us, now he 
), = is cxalted to the Right-hand of the MAJESTY 
e in the Heavens; and will never, never forget Us, 
d tough all the Revolutions of Eternity. And is this 
» a Motiye to forget his Name; to diſregard his Word; 
, "41 Of 
> * The Sorrow, arifing from ſuch tender and grateful 
e | View of the crucified FE SUS, is that evangelical godly 
is | Sorrow, which aworketh Repentance unto Sakvation not to be 
repented of, 2 Cor. vii. 10, And is there not Reaſon— 
/ when We conſider the Pains He felt, the Curſe He bore, 
5 and the Blood He ſhed—is there not abundant Reafon 
8 dee ſay, with Homer's afflicted Hero? — 
e — - Tiagroeec d you. 


2 Cor. v. 15, 16. ET 
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or to imitate the ſhameful Neutrality and Indifference 
of Gallw ? Impreſſed with a Senſe of this invariable 
and everlaſting Kindneſs, furely, We ſhall declare 
Ourſelves, as thoſe Captives in Babylon, concerning 
their dear native City Jeruſalem : If I forget Thee, O 
bleſſed FESUS, let my Right-hand forget her Cun- 
ning; I do not remember Thee, let my Tongue cleave 
to the Y of my Ae E, 2 


w Wy EF ECCEAGE 3 Rinehibe Thee! 
2 my dear L OR D, while Memory holds a Seat 
In this devoted Breaſt— Remember Thee ! 
Ter, from the Table of my Memory 
Tul wipe away all trivial fond Records, 
Which Youth and Obſervation copied there, 
And thy Remembrance all alone ſhall live 
Within the Book and Volume of my Brain f. 


Is it poſſible, Theron, for the Centemplation of 
ſuch Goodneſs, to weaken the Motives, or relax the 
Springs of Obedience? As ſoon may /enient Balm, 
kill, and rankeſt Poiſons cure ?— Is ſuch a Belief 
calculated to diſcourage Duty, and patronize Licen- 
tiouſneſs? Juft as much as vernal Showers are fitted 
to cleave the Earth with Chinks, or Summer Suns to 
glaze the Waters with Ice. When Anthony made an 
Oration to the Soldiers, on Occaſion of Cæſar's 
Death ; when-He ſhewed them their honoured Ma- 
ſter's Robe; transfixed with ſo many Daggers; when 
He reminded them of the Victories they had won, 
under their 21054400 d Commander; ; when He farther 

— informed 


1 * : 


* Pſal. cxxxvii,5, 6, + SHAKESPEAR» 
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informed them, that. their murdered General had 
remembered them in his Will had bequeathed: al 
his fine Gardens, and beautiful Walks, to their Uſe and 
Delight; - Heavens! How they took Fire ! Revenge 
ſparkled in their Eyes: Revenge flamed in their Boſoms: 
Revenge was all their Cry. They flew to the Houſes of 
the Conſpirators; laid them even with the Ground; 
and had they met the Owners, would have tore them 
Limb from Limb. Some fuch Reſentment againſt 
Sin, will a Senſe of our adored REDEEMER's Suffer- 
ings excite : Eſpecially, when ſet home by his Bleſſed 


SPIRIT, and conſidered in Connection with thoſe 


deteſtable Iniquities, which cauſed them; and with 
thoſe invaluable Bleſſings, which were procured by 
them. Nothing, nothing is ſo effeQual, to beget 
the moſt irreconcilable Abhorrence of all Ungodlineſs ; 
to make the Remembrance of it, bitter as Worm- 
wocd ; the Temptations to it, horrible as Hell. 


Let me remind You of an Incident, related by 
your favourite Hiſtorian Xenophon.—Cyrus had taken 
captive the young Prince of Armenia, together with 


his beautiful and blooming Princeſs ; whom He had 


lately married, and of whom He was paſſionately 
fond. When both were brought to the Tribunal, 


Cyrus afked the Prince; what He would give, to be 


reinſtated in his Kingdom ?—He anſwered, with an 
Air of Indifference ; “ That, as for his Crown, and 


© his own Liberty, He valued them at a very low 


% Rate. But, if Cyrus would reſtore his beloved 
*« Princeſs, to her native Dignity and hereditary Poſ- 
« ſeffions, He ſhould infinitely rejoice ; and would 
pay 1 He uttered with Tenge and Ardour) 


66 would 
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« would willingly pay his Zife for the Purchaſe,” — 
Could ſuch a Declaration, fo highly endearing, 
alienate the Affections of the Princeſs, or induce 
Her to violate her Fidelity? Let her own Conduct 
anſwer the Query, When all the Priſoners were diſ- 
miſſed with Freedom, it is impoſſible to expreſs, how 
they were charmed with their royal BenefaQor. Some 
celebrated his martial Accompliſhments. Some ap- 
plauded his focial Virtues. All were prodigal of theit 
Praiſes, and /aviſh in grateful Acknowledgments, 
And You, ſaid the Prince, (addrefling himſelt to his 
Bride) what think You of Cyrus *—1I did not obſerve 
Him, replied the Princeſs. Not obſerve Him! Upon 
what then was your Attention fixed ?—Upon that 
dear and generous Man, who declared, , He would 
« purchaſe my Liberty, at the Expence of his very 
% Life *. Was her Heart impreſſed, were all her 
Thoughts ingroſſed, by that benevolent Offer ? And 
ſhall ours be leſs affected with the incomparably more 
tender and endearing Love of CHRI8T?—He was 
not only willing, but a#ually laid down his Life fot 
Us; a Life immenſely precious, and of higher Dig- 
nity than all Heavens.—He laid down his Life, not 
for amiable Perſons, or wofthy Creatures, but for 
vile Earth, and miſerable Sinners.-Purchoſing there- 
by for Us and our Children, Privileges of ineſtimable 
Worth, and of everlaſting Duration. | 

Will not ſuch Beneficence, ' ſo unmerited, ſo un- 
' equaled, win + the moſt reluctant, and melt the moſt 

| | obdurate 


Eſo penn ve Lune mpichuns ort furncli dfv Ter). 

Xxxor H. de Ori Infit. Lib. III. 
+” Bereffcia, ſays one of the Antients, qui invenit, Com- 
pedes invenit. Which fine Sentiment may almoſt yy as 2 
om- 
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obdurate. Heart? The Heart, which is not wrought 


upon by this Miracle of Divine Compaſſion, muſt be 
Steel, muſt be Adamant; quite impenetrable, and 


abſolutely incorrigible.— O Thou ever Bleſſed, 


« thou All-gracious REDEEMER, thy Love to 
« Us is wonderful; paſſing, I will not ſay, the Love 
« of Women *, but the Power of Language, and the 
« Reach of Thought! Who can hold out againſt 
« ſuch charming AttraQives ? Who can reſiſt ſuch 
« heavenly Goodneſs ?— Only let a Senſe of thy 
« Love be always warm, always operative on our 
« Minds. This ſhall be inftead of a thouſand Ar- 
% ouments to engage, inſtead of ten thouſand Motiues 
« to quicken our Obedience.” Other Motives may 
produce ſome external Services, or hypocritical Per- 
ſormances. Terrors may extort the Drudgery of the 
Hand, Bribes may purchaſe the Adulation of the 

Fe Tongue. 


Comment, on the beautiful and tender Declaration of 
GOD by his Prophet Hoſea ; I areau them to Obedience 
with Cords of a Man, with Bands of Lowe. Chap. xi. 4. 
HE who made, and intimately knows our Frame, knew 
that theſe Motives would be moſt powerful in Operatian ; 
moſt powerful on Creatures, capable of Love, and ſuſcep- 
tible of Gratitude. Therefore He calls them, The Cords 
of a Man. — And if a Deliverance from temporal Bon- 
dage, if the Settlement of Mrael in all the Plenty of Canaan, 
conſtitated ſo ſweet an Incitement to Duty; doubtle(s, 
the everlaſting Benefits mentioned by Apaſia, 'together 
with all the endearing Circumſtances of their Procure- 
ment, muſt be — more engaging.— May the 


SPIRIT from on High rend the Veil of Ignorance and 


Inſenſibility ! Let into our Hearts the Knowledge and 
Faith of theſe great evangelical Truths! We ſha} then 
want no farther Demonſtration, either of the Propriety 
of the Remark, or the Efficacy of the Principles. 


* 2 Sam. 1, 26, 


CLE ILY 2. nn * 0 n n 
r 
r 


4 
3 n Ls 
e ores oy, ee 
_ —— Aa a7 27 SS 


256 AsPpasrto % TuERON. Let. 10, 


Tongue. But 'this conciliates the Will; this pro- 

ſelytes the AﬀeQions ; this captivates the very Soul; 

and makes all its Powers life the Chariots of Ammi- 
nadib ®, ready, expedite, and active in Duty. 

Hear the holy Apoſtle, giving an Account of Him- 
ſelf and his ſpiritual State. He ſpeaks in Language 
ſomewhat ſimilar, though greatly ſuperior, to the 
Proſeſſion of the Armenian Princeſs. —* So'great is 
ce the Glory, ſo rich is the Grace, ſo ſuperabundant 
< are the Merits of my REDEEMER, that I an 
d deternuned to know nothing but CHRIST FESUS 
« and Him cruciſied +,” — Aſk the ſame zealous Apo- 
ſtle; What prompted Him to ſuch indefatigable 
Diligence, and animated him with ſuch invincible 
Fortitude ? iy did He decline no Toil, and dread 
no Danger; rejoice in Tribulation, and glory in Re- 
proach ; welcome Perſecution, and defy Death ? 

5 2 $463 | 1-4 This 
e $i ances 22: ; 

1 That ſupreme Affection to the bleſſed FE SUS, 
which reigned in the Hearts of his 1 iſciples, 
could never have been ſo emphatical 
Strokes of Eloquence, as by their own chearful and 
| heroic Manner of expreſſing themſelves, with relation to 
their Sufferings.—Far from regretting, I tale pleaſure 
(fays the Apoſtle) in Affictiont; and embrace them, when 


4 occurring in my Divine MASTER's Service, with a 


real Complacency, ew. 2 Cor. xit. 10.-—To you, adds 
the ſame Apoſtle, and ſpeaks in a congratulatory Strain, 


it is given 50 as a 3 10 ſuffer for 


ke, recording 


the adorable” FESUS, Philip. i. 29.—8t. 
the abufive and cruel Outrages, committed on two Diſ- 


5 for preaching boldly in the Name of CHRIST. 
te 


sa Phraſe remarkably gallant and ſpirited; They di- 


parted from the Council rejoicing,” ol idnfiatnody dll hp, 
that they awere counted worthy to ſuffer Shame ; had the Ho. 
non of being vilifæd and reproached, in fo vetierable and 


glorious 


7 ͤ „ ee .. 


y diſplayed by any 
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This is his Reply; The Love f CHRIST, con- 


t Hraineth * * me; 5 beareth me on, with much the 
« ſame ſtrong, ſteady, prevailing, Influence, which 
« Winds and Tide exert, when they Wat the Vak. 
« to its deſtined Harbour.” : . 


Shall we hear what another Dikiple, o one 95 the 


moſt advanced Proficients in Divine Love, ſays upon 
the Subject? One, who learned his Knowledge, not 
in the School of Philoſophy, but on his SAVIOUR's 

Boſom. This is the Love of GOD, that we walk after 
his Commandments +. This is the natural Fruit, this 
the certain Evidence, of Love to that glorious, tran- 
ſcendent, and adorable BEING. What? Not that 
We ſupinely neglect, much leſs that We profanely 
violate, his ſacred Precepts; but that with Aſſiduity 


and Delight, We make them the Rule of our Con- 


du, —Charity adißeth fe this Divine Love, far from 
razing the Foundations, far from demoliſhing the 
Structure, buildeth © up || * fair * of univerſal 
Godlitiefs. + - 
Let me borrow an Iluftratton from your bien 
Letter. When a Pebble is caſt into the ſmooth 
Canal, it moves the. Center, and anna Circle, The 
Vols III. ot, NM bs re 212 "a firſt 


* 


rg) 8418 


goclons a Cavfe. This Paſſage is is a ane Rremplißestjon 
of the Figure, which -Rhetoricians ſtyle Oxymorum. And 
Horace's—=Dalce- Peritulum—Splendide mendaæ.— Quo Beatus 


Vulnere—ſcem flat and jejune 9 the bw. gen 


Ads v. 14. 
Could You ſtation «Cowird, ih the Mid or 4 nume. 
rous Amy advancing to the Battle; or rather, could you 


place a Boat on the impetuous Oataructs of the Nites 


You would ee what is meant by" the A. r Wore 
2 2 Or.. 14. 2 
F 2 John ver. 6. cen wi ·. e 
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irt creates a ſecond: the ſecond breaks into a third: 
they continue to multiply and expand themſelves, till 
the whole Surface is covered with circulat Undula- 
tions. Thus, the Love of an All-gracious RE. 
DEEMER *, when bed broad in the Soul by tbe 
HOLY GHOST t, will diffuſe itſelf through every 


Intel- 


'» f cannot but think, the Reaſoning is much x more juſt, 
und the Principle much more efficacious, in Aſpafii' 


Nanner of apes n cn chan in the following fi 
N re | 


p 

_ o the fall Pebble flirt the prateful Lake + 
| The Center mov'd, a Circle firait fucceeds, 
Aber fill, and fill another ſpreads. 

._ Friend, Pam, Neighbour, firfl it will embrace, 
Mid and more wide th' O'erflowings of the Mind 

| Take every Creature in of every, Kind. 


Self- love too often acts on the Affections, as a Blaſt on 
the Leaves, Grivel and cuntructs them. But the Love of 
CHRI $7. like a vernal Sun on the tender Buds, open 
and txpants them; till they become wide, as the Extent 
of kis precious Redemption; wide as the ſs of his 
rational Creation. —By Self-love I am almoſt neceſſarily 
determined to maliga the Perſons, who croſs my Incli- 


EEE 


Joes 1 Peter — this 
in Lord Bok ngbroke's Meth 


veny 
57 not in Mr. Pope's, not 
88 or a; ſupreme 


| Hove to tho:Gragiens GOD, Bo -repreſents as the Root 
or . then hretberly or an affectionate Re- 
elations, —— 6 Neighbour, as ſome of the 


h Pan and maſter Trench after this Charity, or a dif- 
Good - will to all Mankind, as the Spread of Bougbo 


* 2 Fu. i. 97. 
+ Rom. v. 5. 
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intellectual Faculty, and extend to evety Sperſes or 
Duty. Till the hole Heurt is filled with the Iflagez 
and the whole Behaviour regalzted by che Law of 
the Bleſſed G OD. 80 that I am perſuaded, there 
js a great deal of Truth and Solidity, as every 2 


muſt acknowledge, there is a peculiar Spirit a 
Beauty, in the Apoſtrophe of our Poet; 


Talk they of Morals? O thou bleeding Love 
Thou Maker of new M:rals to Mankind,” | 
The grand Morallty is Lov of TH HEE, 5 


You mentioned the Zoad/fone, as moſt fignally 2 
moſt extenſively ſerviceable i in the ſea-faring Buſineſs. 
Such is Faith, ſo efficacious, in practical Chriſtianity; 

— This, perhaps, You think a ſcanty and deſective 
Principle. The Property of ſhewing the northern 
Part of the, World, may ſeem equally mean and in- 
conſiderable; But as the one is the very Soul of 
Navigation, the other is the very Life. of Holineſs, - 
It is ſomewhat like the Stone, which the Babylonian 
Monarch ſaw in his Dream, cut from the Rock with+ 
out Hands f. Which though deſpicable to human _ 
Appearance, was mighty in Operation; deſirayed 
the ſuperb Status; became a great Mountain, and 
filled the whole Earth. Thus will Faith exert and 
diffuſe its kindly, yet triumphant Energy; to every 
Corruption, that it may be ſubdacdy do every arts, 
that it may be cheriſhed. 3 

Faith is a real Perſuaſion, That the belted #808 
has ſhed his Blood for ine, and rb 
neſs in rity Stund: chat through this great Atonement 
and meritorious Obedience, He has . ,eveR 

LW . * 
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Ver m ſinful Soul, Reconciliation with G OD, fanc- 
| tifying Grace, and every ſpiritual Bleſſing *. 
.. When the ALMIGHTY. ſunk the Cavities of 
Ocean, and repleniſhed them with the liquid 
Element, He provided an inexhauſtible Source of 
oiſture, for the Refreſhment of every Animal, and 
the Nutriment of every Vegetable. In like manner, 
' where-ever He works this true Faith, He plants the 
Seed of univerſal Holineſs, and provides for the Pro- 
pagation of very Virtue. This Perſuaſion of the 
Divine Good-will, overcomes our natural Reluctance, 
and excites 2 fervent Defire, to pleaſe our moſt mer- 
ciful FATHER. This Experience of the abun- 
dant Grace of CHRIST, attracts and affimilates 
the Soul; turning it into his amiable Likeneſs, < as 
«the-Wax'is turned to the imprinted Seal. What 
| ay # 'be the Language of ſuch a Perſon? 
Did my "exalted MAS TER empty Himſelf 
* and become poor, that his moſt unworthy Ser- 
«tant might be filled with all the Fulneſi of GO DH? 
And ſhall not I chearfully deny myſelf the expen- 
6e ſiye Pleaſures of the World, that I may have 
be:fgmewhat to beſtow on his needy Children ?— 
i Has the Death of CHRIST, as a Puniſhment, 


PE TE c fatisfied 
ier 
This Definition wg Faith may poſibly, at 1 firſt 
View, diſſatisfy and alarm even ſome pious People; in- 
cluding, as they apprehend, too great a Degree of 4/i- 
tune. Int if they pleaſe to take it in Conne#ion, with the 
n. and Adjuſtment, delivered in the Sixteenth 
all Cauſe of Diſapprobation, or Surpriſe 
71 We atter Knall that * Sentiment will be 
und, not only comfortable for the Sinner, but agreeable 


to geri ture; and truly unexceptionable, as well as highly 
| * 


+ Eph. iii. 19. 


| Let. 10: 


As PASTO % THERoIN, 18g 
« ſatisfied the moſt rigorous: Juſtice for my Sins zi "as: 
« a Price, has it reedemed me from every Evil and, 
« as à Sacrifice, made my Peace with & OD Met 
„High? And ſhall I not, by theſe Meruies of amy 
ee dying LORD, be induced to preſent! all the 
« Members of my Body, and all; the iFacultide/qof 
« my Soul, as a living Sacrifice , to his Honour 
« To be employed in his Service, and reſigned to 
« his Will? Do believe, that my SAVIQUR 
& has not only reſcued me from Hell, but eſtabliſhed 


„my Title ts all the Bleſings included in de Pro- 


<« miſes, and all the Felicity laid up in Heaven? And 
« can I neglect to ſeek thoſe invaluable Bleſſings, oc 
6 forbear to aſpire after this unmenſe Helicity ?. 44 
« Tbeſo ungrateful as to affront, ſo inen/ible a8 to fer. 
ce + get, the infinitely beneficent A UTH OR of both ? 
« —Aml perſuaded, that the PRI N C E. of Peace ĩs 
6 entered into Glory as my Fqrerunner, +5: and. has 
« prepared Manſions of Bliſs. for my final Reception 2 
« And ſhall I not follow Him thither in my Hopes 
« and my Affections? Be as à Pilgrim belqw, and 
% have my Converſation aboye ls not this a moſt 
ce ſweet and effectual Method of gaining my Heart, 
<« and if my Heart, then al my Powers, to dis blef- 
6&6 fed; -Salf {2 24: + 

Such my dear Theron, will be the E Effects. of Faith, 


Therefore it is not in vain, much leſs to the Di- 
couragement of real Virtue, that the Scripture, lays | 


ſuch a Streſs upon Faith: ſo frequently urges, the 


Importance and Neceſſity of Faith: repreſents F aith, 


as the ee Work. of the Divine SPI RIT, and 
op dl, 45 | nn Ar « on a 17 A & oh FA "the 
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te great Inſtrument of receiving: Salvation, Becauſe 
it ĩaa fare, a ſovereign 


Means of purifying the Heart *, 
ett fa to work by Tove . — Was Faith, as 


ſame) Feofe are apt to imagine, like 'a Candle put 


under a Huſhel; ot like the Lamps which burn in 


JSopulchres z it would then be an inſignificant Labour 


to inculcate-it, and no better than an empty Flouriſh 


of Words, to celebrate it. But nothing is more 


_ certain, than that Faith. is a vital, an operative, a | 


widborious Principle. 

* CHRIST is z' Stote-houſe of al Good. What: 
necenary to remove our Guik, Whatever is 
nt” for tenewing our Nature, whatever is 

many 10 fit Us for the eternal Fruition ef GO D, 


ceived by Faith," for Application, Uſe, and Enjoy- 
ment. A ccordinghy, when Zaccheus BELIEVE Dn, 


0 :"the ra pacious Publican became a 
Priend to the Needy, and a Father to the Poor-j.— 
the Macedonians B EEIE VE D, how eminently 
was their Spirit ennobled, and their Practice improy- 


ed 'Though preſſed with AMictions, their Souls 


_ pvetffowed with Joy; and even in the deepeſt Pover- 


they ſignalized themſelves by the Abundance of 
25 Loh 1. — When the firft Cunvoerts ; E- 
1 IE V Ep, the Change in their Behaviour was ſo re- 
rharkadſe, the Holineſs of their Lives ſo exemplary ; 
that. they won the F avoury — commanded the Re- 


__ EF | ſpe 7 
i 3 by E 


1 5 00 4161 4 . 
2 Cor. viii. 2. Here is, efpecially in the Orig al, as 


fine . Since 
4 We eo © en, Þ half Greg 0 te Flew 


wy laſt Þ 


alÞ this is Jid up in CARISF. And all this is re- 


= 
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ſpect, of all the People ®.—In ſhort ; it is as unpoſ- 
ſible for the Sun to be in his meridian Sphere, and 
not to diſſipate Darkneſs, or diffuſe Lighty as for 
Faith to exiſt in the Soul, and not exalt tha Temper, 
and meliorate the Conduct. — That my dear Theron 
may be - eflabliſhed in Faith, may increaſe in Faith, 
may abound in Faith, is the moſt affectionate Wiſh, 
that thought can ſuggeſt, or Friendſhip adopt, 
May his Faith therefore be eſtabliſhed like the Moun- 
tain-Oaks ; increaſe like the progreſſive Stream; till 
it ſpreads and abounds like the overflowing Flood + ! 

I intended to have cloſed my Letter, and con- 
firmed my Point, by a very memorable Story. But 
however your Patience may perſevere, my Time 


fails, and my Hand is weary. The next Poſt, if 


nothing unexpected intervenes, ſhall bring You the 
= Sequel. May it, when brought to my Friend, be 
= as a Nail faſtened in a ſire Place, and give the Rivet 
= of Conviction to all theſe important Truths In the 
= mean Time, or rather at all Times, I remain 


155 Cordlall and invariably Yours, 


TTY PO. 11 
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 Asrasro to THzRON, 


1 


Dear Tako, 


F AITH in the imputed Rightcoulnef of FE. 
SUS C HR 8 T is a fundamental Principle, in 


that invaluable Syſtem of ſacred, and diyine Philoſs: 
pby. — THE GosPEL. By which the Hear 
yenly 'T E A C H. ER is continually training up 
Millions of rational and immortal Creatures, for 
the true Perfection of their Nature; for the final 
Fruition of their GOD ; or, in other Words, for 
D! \ 

A, State of c ſummate Happineſs | and {everlaſting 
xaltation. Lib this School, may You, and, I be 
humble Students, and daily Proficients ! While Others 
are, bitious of glitterin ſtinct ions, and ſound- 
108 Titles, may 1 if be br ichen Aim, our greateſt 
r anſwer the Character of BELIE VERS 
By this Character, the Supreme LORD diſtin- 


——— People, and denomiſhates the Heirs 
77 e wn E ape Fader 9 95 kel in e 
Poo eiten e e of Fe 


Bol — In 0 — however heed or diſ- 
| among _ — 55 , and had 


TOM Alifip mae, ae Sia — FFI Nam RIES © des of He efmes 


E W e Jo un 

AS Faith 1s 0 ch fin gulatiandextepfive Edickcy 

in genuine Chriſtianity, methinks, I would have 
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an our Meditations terminate on its glorious Object, 


5 n TER 88 TT ; a * . * 
: 2 . W n N . - 3 


185 


and be calculated to invigorate ſo beneficial a Princi- 


ple. When we reffect on that ſtupendous Act, the 


Creation of the World out of Nothing; let Us re- 
member, it was HIS Act, who obtained eternal Re- 
demption for Us. When we contemplate that im- 

menſe Theatre of Wonders, the Heavens and their 
ſhining Hoſts; let Us not forget, that they are all 
HIS Work, who brought in everlaſting Righteouſneſs 
for Us. Do We turn our Thoughts to the Ocean, 
that ſpacious and magnificent Canal, which covers 
more than half the Globe? It was formed by HIS 
Word, and is obedient 'to HIS Will, who loved 
Us and waſhed Us from our Sins In his du Blood. Do 
We take a View of the Earth, that grand and inex- 
hauſtible Magazine, which furniſhes ſuch a Multi- 
plicity of Conveniencies, for ſo many Millions of 
Creatures? It is all HIS Property, and wholly at 
HIS Diſpoſal, who emptied *. Himſelf for our Sake, 
and had not where to lay his Head. For thus faith the 
inſpired Philoſopher ; thus faith the Oracle of Reve- 
lation; All has, id were * BY Gear and FOR 
Him +. *. 

The great C RE ATOR has enriched this habi- 
table: Globe with a Profuſion of Good. He has 
adorned it with a Variety, an Order, and a Beauty, 
which are perfectly charming. He has! exnobltdit 
with a Dignity, a Sublimity, and a Grandeur, which 
are at once delightful and aſtoniſhing. In all this, 
Reaſon cannot but diſcern a clear Manifeſtation of 
Power, a bright Diſplay of Wiſdom, and a rich 
Demonſtration of Benignity.— But will the C TR __ 


| 4 Col. i. 16. 


** 


8 o Exruon WE Phil, 11. 7. 
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TOR bimſelf vouchſafe to be made Fleſh, on 
Purpoſe that He my abey and die for: bis guilty Crea- 
tyres ? T bis is what, neither the utmoſt Penetration 
of Mep, nor the very ſuperior Intelligence of An- 
gels, could ever have demonſirated, diſcovered, or 
conceived: ., This, exceeds whatever the Elements 
baue produced, ,whateves the Sun, has beheld, a 
much as the Extent and Magnificence of the plane- 
tary Syſtem, exceed ** Fenn. and the Furni- 
ture of a Shepherd's — Io reveal this, is the 
| bleſſed Peculiarity of We Goſpel, | To know and 
believe this, is the diſtioguiſhivg Prerogative of 2 
Chriſtian, To, apply this, to dwell upon this, to can | 
nect this with all our Obſervations of the Univerſe, 
ſhould be our. favoutite and habitual Employ. This 
will, improve Wonder into, Devotion, and raiſe, the 
Entertainments af Science into. the Joy of Salvation, 
This will render every philoſophical Speculation 3 
Sirengthener of gur Faith; and make the various 
deenes of Nature, a. Guide to Grace, and a Step to 
Glory-—When, this is done, then all Things attain 
their proper Eyd ; and as.they are n GHR1ST, fo 
they are for CHRIST. 

But I forget. myſelſ, wy Buſveſss apd may Promiſe. 
Lam ti eſtabliſſ the Point by incomteſtable Fact, not 
to, embeViſh, it hy lagſe Harangue. With Pleaſure 1 
addraſs.myfeld to: diſcharge the Obligation; and ex- 
__ emplify,. in ar very memorable Inſtance, the Potuer of 
Faith on religious Praftioe- From whence ſhall I 
teh my: Exemplification? From che Memoirs of the 
1 of Fa- ee 1 5 
Malt e. 
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After theſe Things were ended, ſays the ſacred 
Hiſtorian, Paul purpoſed in the Spirit, when He had 


| paſſed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Feru- 


ſalem, ſaying, After I have been there, I muſt alſe ſee 
Rome . Who can obſerve, and not admire, this 
plain unambitious Manner of relating a Series of 
Labours, the moſt ſignally ſucceſsful, and moſt ex- 
tenſively uſeful? Nothing in human Conduct ever 
ſurpaſſed the Greatneſs of the one, and perhaps no- 


thing in hiſtorical Compoſition ever equaled the Sim- - 


- . 


plicity of the Other. a | 

St. Paul had already reduced Epheſus and Aſa to 
the Obedience of CHRIST. He had already 
brought Macedonia and Achaia into Subjection to the 
Goſpel. He had long ago erected the Standard, and 
ſpread the Triumphs of Chriſtianity in the Regions 
of Arabia. Vet, as if He had hitherto atchieved 
nothing, He bends his Forces towards Feruſalem. 
Then he marks out Rome for the Seat of his ſpiritual 
Warfare. After this, he forms the ſame beneficent 
Deſign upon; Sparn - including, in his comprehenſive 


Plan, the Metropolis and the Boundaries + of the 
known World. —The Univerſe is but juſt large 


enough, to be the Scene of his Action; He never 
diſcontinues the charitable Campaign, but with the 
laſt Breath of his Life; and He ſpeaks. of this un- 
intermitted Courſe of arduous and dangerous Services,/ 
as if He was only going to make ſome friendly Viſi, 
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or ater ina Party of innocent Pleaſure ; 158 I baue 
ere 1 er 
ne” 3 Ken * 25 Which 


' 
At A vo" 
2 * 


2 aste een, 1 ed 8 uch cht very 
Keller bt incomparabl nn of the ae 
eakIng. Far, ey ond all th 5 Pomp of { ADESyric, f 
ays As Hells 
When = Hürdful of ne cniiericets to defend the 
Paſs of Aber mopylæ, againſt the whole Army of Perfia; 
ſo prodigious, it was reported, were the Multitudes of the 
Perfans, that the very Flight of their Arrows, would in- 
tercept the Shining of the Sun. 7. hen, ſaid Dieneces one 
of the Spartan Leaders,” We all hawe the Advantage of 
being in the Shade. Iuſt before. the Battle of Aginccurt, 
ews was” brought to King Heury's Camp, that the 
French were exceedingly numerous; and would take the 
Field, with more than ſix times the Number of the 
Engi Troops. To which the brave Captain Gam im- 
8 mediately replied, I it % Then there-art enough to be cut 
it Fiecgs, ,enoug hb to be taken Priſoners, and engugh to run 
a commanding Officer, I think, among the 
Royalils} being befieged by the parliamentary Forces, 
waslſummoned to ſurrender the, Caſtle. The Summons 
He rejected, and. tręated wich Contempt. Upon this, 
the Enemy threatened, that, if He perſiſted in, his Re- 
ſolution, the Walls ſhould: without farther Delay, be 
battered to the Ground. What if tl are? was his 
Asſwer. I am not obliged to rebuild them. 
Such calm and andaunted Burt. amt -" axpil 
ſtances « of.the moſt imminent Danger, ar ue an uncom- 
mon Fartiludt and Super iorit) of Mind. 4 Bot, if We con- 
BE Netht ef dhe Apelnes Emeiprise J. That it was 
nothinglets than an open Attack on the Empire of Satan; 
declared War againſt the whole idolatrous World; all 
which was to be attended with Perſecution and Impriſon- 
you was to end ip Martyrdom. and Death.—If We 


thi b i ill at once ſo 
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Which of. your Alexanders, which of your Cæſars, 
which of all the Heroes renowned in Grecian or Roman 


d | Story, can vie with the Zeal and Magnanimity o of this 
poor, deſpiſed, T'ent- maker ?. So poor, that be was 


conſtrained to work with his own Hands, for a Morſel 
of Bread : ſo deſpiſed, that He was frequently treated 
as the Offscouring of all Things. Notwithſtanding 
all theſe Diſcouragements, what did He not attempt, 
what did He not accompliſh, for the Honour of his 
MASTER, and the Good of his Fellow- creatures? 
—He embarks in a Shallop; He has neither Shield 
not Spear; yet he purpoſes to command the Ocean, 
and conquer the Globe. What Greatneſs of Soul 
was here] He expects * nothing but Poverty, Con- 
tempt, and Death; yet his Heart is big with the 
Hope of enriching, ennobling, and ſaving Ages and 
Generations. What Benevolence of Temper was 
this Should you inquire, concerning this illuſtrious 
Champion of the Croſs; ho were his potent Auxi- 
liaries? None but the Divine SPIRIT. -a. 
were his mighty Weapons? Nothing but the Word 
of Truth and Grace. hence proceeded his intrepid, 
his enterprizing, his all- conquering Reſolution? 
Only from Faith, a Eu Faith in s SUS 
CHRIST. | | 
This, I think, is a ſufficient Null cn of my 
Doctrine. —Nevertheleſs I have another Inſtance to 
produce, One that was exhibited in an Age, when 
the glorious Object of our Faith ſhone with dim 
Luſtre, and with diſtant Beams. Yet it may juſtly 
be admired, and will hardly be eclipſed, by the moſt 
inlightened among the . Saints, To keep 


You 
C8 XX; 23+ 
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You longer in Suſpence, che Caſe I mean, is that 
which 4% records, and the Apoſtle celebrates, 
By Farrn Mtrabanh, when be was tried, oral 
: 1 Iſaac - and He that bad rreeiued the Promiſes, offerei 
wþ Bit only begotten Sin *®.—As' this is ſo ſingular an 
Example of the efficacious and triumphant Operation 
of Faith; unequaled in any Nation of the World, 
or under any Diſpenſation of Religion; You will 
give me leave to dwell a little on ſome of its marvel- 
ous Circumſtances. 


Abraham was an eminent and diſtinguiſhed Ser- 
vant of the Moſt High GOD; Favoured with pe- 
culiar Manifeſtations of the Divine Will, and digni- 
fied with the honourable Title of his MAKER' 
Friend 1. Yet even this Man, is haraſſed with z 
long Succeſſion of Troubles; and, which was reckon- 
ed in thoſe Ages the moſt deplorable Calamity, gn 
childleſs t. 

Long He waits, workipping GOD with the mof 
patient Reſignation. At length, ay,Oracle from the 
hs D gives Him Hope, gives Him Aſſurance of 3 

Sen. 


* Heb. xi. 17. + 2 Chron. xx. 7. Ifa. xli. g. 

t There was ſo much Gall in this C , that it em- 
bittered every other Species of Happineſs. Vilited by 
this Aion, the Patriarch could no Joy in his late 


al Victory; all his worldly Proſperity vas inp 
— ! b 


and He ſeems to have _— incap 
other Comfort ; What wilt ene r o chili. 
3 Gen. xv. 2. l would intreat the Reader to 8 par- 
ticalar Notice of h. Cireumſtance. It will have the 
ſame Effect upon the Repreſentation of Abraham's Obe- 
dience, and the whole Series of his Difficulties, as a nag 


21017; Glaſs has upon the Objects to which it is applied. 
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Son. Joyfully he receives the Promiſe, and reſts in 
humble Expectation of its Accompliſhment.—Sevtral 
Years run their Rounds, but no pleafin 2 Infant W 
in his Arms, or is dandled upon his 
the Handmaid becomes pregnant. But as 4 4 the 
appointment was here! This is the Son bf the Bond- 
woman, not of the free. | 

How afflifting the Cafe of this excellent Perſon ! 
His Kinsfolk and Acquaintance fee their Olive- 
branches, flouriſhing round about their Tables. Even 
his ungodly Neighbours have Children at their De- 
fire, and leave the Reſidue of their Subſtance for 
their Babes. But Abraham, the Worſhiper of the 
ALMIGHTY, the Favourite of Heaven—this 
Abraham is deſtitute of an Heir, to ſupport his Name, 
to propagate his, F amily, and inherit the Bleſfing. 
—0 the Straits ! to which the Believer is ſometimes 
reduced! How does à ſovereign Providence try his 
Faith, as it were in a Furnace of Fire ! Not that it 
may be conſumed, but refined, arid come forth with 


augmented Luftre ; 3 to the Praiſe of e ever fait ful, all- : 


ſufficient Grace. 

GOD is pleaſed to 1 renew. the Grant, A jure 
Him more explicitly, That Sarab ſhall have a Son. 
Bit this Notice comes at a very late Period in-Life ; 
when Sarah is advanced in Years, and too old, ac- 
cording to the Coufſe of Nature, to conceive. on 
ever, the pious Patriarch Aaggers not through Unbelief ; 
but hopes even againſt Hope *.—Is it improbable ? Is 
it difficult? Nay, is it to all human Appearance im- 
poſhble ? 80 much the fitter for the Exertion, and fo 


much 


» Rom. iv. 18, 20. 
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much the more proper for the Diſplay of eng 
n 
At laſt, the. Gift, 7 ma defired, is vouch- 
ſaſed. Sarah, has. a Child—a Son—an {aac One 
who ſhould bo a Source of Conſolation and Delight 
to his Parents; ſhould fill their Mouth with Laughter *, 
and their Tongue with Joy. With tender Care, doubt 
leſs, this pleaſant Plant is reared. Many Prayers are 
put up, for his long Life, and great Happineſs. The 
fond Parents watch over him, as over the Apple of 
their own Eye. Their Life is bound up in the Liſe of 
the Lad +.—He grows in Grace, as he grows in 
Stature. So amiable is his Temper, and ſo engaging 
his Behaviour, as could not fail of endearing him 
even to a Stranger; how much more to ſuch indul- 
nt Parents, after ſo long a State of Barrenneſs, and 
ſo many Expectations ſo frequently fruſtrated, 
Now, methinks, we are ready to congratulate the 
happy Sire; and flatter Ourſelves, that his Tribula- 
tions have an End. That the Storms, which ruffled 
the Noon of Life, are blown over ; and the Evening 
of his Age is becoming calm and ſerene.— But let 
not Him that girdeth on his Harneſs, boaſt Himſelf, as 
He that putteth it off f. Our Warfare on Earth is 
never accompliſhed, till We bow our Head, and 
give up the Ghoſt. The ſharpeſt, the ſevereſt Treat 
is ſtill behind. GOD, the ſupreme and uncon- 
troulable G OD, demands the Child. *Tis the 
Will of Heaven, that He make his Exit, juſt as He 


arrives at Manhood. — Where now, Abraham, are 
| & all 


* P/al. exxvi 2. This is the 1 of the Hebren 
Name //aac. | | | 
Gen. xliv. 30. 11 Kings xx. 17 
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« all thy pleaſing Proſpects? How oſten didſt Thou 
« ſay, in thy fond delighted Heart; This ſame. ſball 
« comfort Us concerning our Trouble *, Many have 
« been my Sorrows z but this Child ſhall dry up my 
« Tears, and bring me to my Grave in Peace,— 
« Alas! This lovely Flower is to be cut down, in its 
« faireſt fulleſt Bloom. All thy ſhining Hopes are 
« overcaſt in a Moment,” 

Abraham ; ſays GOD — Abraham knows the 
Voice. It is the Voice of condeſcending Goodneſs. 
He had often heard it with a Rapture of Delight. 
Inſtantly He replies, . Here I am. Speak, LORD; 


I 1, 


in v# 
ng « for thy Servant is all Attention.” Hoping, no 
1 doubt, to receive ſome freſh Maniſeſtation of the di- 
. vine Good. will, to Himſelf and his Family; or ſame 
£1 new Diſcovery of the Method, in which the divine 
Miſdom would accompliſh the Promiſes, Iwill multiply 
Ts thy Seed; 1 will make thy Seed as the Duſt of the Earth; 
i and in thy Seed ſhall all the Families of the Earth be 
ed bleſſed. + {£008 „ | 
let n ee Ot 1 
2 | Foo 1 
: The Sentence, with which the inſpired Hiſtorian in- 
18 troduces this affecting Narrative, is unhappily tranſlated 
nd in gur Bibles; INNAIR TM ND) GOD did tempt Abra- 
al bam. —T his Expreſſion ſeems, more than ſeems to claſh 
with the Doctrine of St. James, Chap. i. ver. 13. And 
N- cannot but ſound: harſk to thoſe Ears, which have been 
he accuſtomed, to underſtand by Tempter and Taempting, Per- 
Te ſons utterly odious, and Practices extremely pernicious, _ 
oy —Whereas, the true and natural Signification of the 
" Original is, He tried or explered, GO ſounded the 
J Depth, and meaſured the Height of his Servant's Faith; 
ia order to erett an everlaſting Monument of the victo- 
1 


rious Efficacy of this ſacred Principle; and exhibit an 
1 Pattern to all them, who ſhould hereafter be- 
ieve. : f 0 


| Heart of a Parent! Muft not fuch an Introduction, 


piercing to parental Ears, than the keeneſt Dagger to 


"I og to Saul the Perſecutor, takes upon Him to 


TOR DT, 


194 AgraSro % THrRoON; Let. 17. 

' Take thy Sen; adds GOD. And might not Abro- 
ham reaſonably pe that, ſince his Son was ad- 
vanced to Vears of Maturity, He ſhould be directed, 
how to ſettle Him in the World with Honour and 
Advantage; where to find a virtuous and fruitful 
Partner of his Bed ?—He is commanded, not barely 
to take his Sen, but his ly Son ; his Son Iſaac; 
whom He loved. How muſt theſe affecting Images 
Iwaken/all that foft Complacency, and all that tender 
Triutnph, which are known only to the fondly- feeling 


ſo remarkably \endeating, heighten his Expectation 
vf ſome ſignal Mercy, to be conferred. on the beloved 
Voith; and would it not render the Bleſſing peculiar- 
y Acceptable, tnore than doubly welcome ? 

Was he not then ſtartled? Was be not borribl 
amazed? When, inſtead of ſome renewed Expreſſion 
of the Divine Favour, He received the following 
Orders: Tate now thy Son—thy only Son —Iſaac— 

whom Thou lovefi—and get Thee into the Land of Me. 
Nah, and offer Him there for a Burnt-offering, upon ow 
of the Mountains which 1 will tell thee of *.— 


Was ever Meflage ſo alarming? Each Word more 


A 
«6-4. n 


n r n 


the Heart. Every Clauſe brings an additional Load 


of Mikery ; 5 till the, whole Command ſwells into the 
moſt accumulated and aggravated Woe." ic 


-* Hornhioh, "take thy ben. Who, but fbraham, could 
have bolbbre temonſtrating and pleading, on ſuch an 


Gon? —Ananias,. being chatged with a Com- 


gue the Cafe wich his Almighty SO VE REIGN. 
7 ve, heard Many congernzng es Man, 
| how 


2 Gen. xxii. 2. | 
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how much Evil He hath tone th thy Sans lt vagen; Y 
and here He hath Huthovity from the thief Brieffs! 1th 
all that en "upon thy Name u. Stirs; — be 
ſafe ot expedient, to preſent myſelf voluntary Before: 
Him; who came hither breathing ut Threntehißgs 
and Slaughter againſt me. What is this, but to court 
Danger; and run, with open Eyes, inte Ruin 72 
Thus Ananius: and, with how much greater Ap⸗ 
pearahce of Reaſon, might Hörabam have replied? 
LORD, Shall L loſe my Chile, Loſe Him!) 
* almoſt as ſoon as I have zeceived” Him? Didſt 
e Thou give Him, only to tantalbze thy Setvant? 


Remember, gracious GO D; the Name he bears. 
= © How ſhall He anſwer its cheating Itniport? How 


« ſhall He be a Source of Satisfaction to his Patents, 
« or the Father of many Nations; if Thou takeſt | 
« Him away in his enmarried Saucer and *the "very 


Prime of his Years?” + bat ad rr? 


« If Sin lies at the Door, tet me pit e Cult, 4 
« Let thouſands of Rams, let evety' Hullotł in m 
6 Stalls, bleed at thy Altar. My Weith, deltec 
« LOR D, and all my Goods, Are nothing in com- 
e pariſon of my 1/aac. Command me to be fiript 


of my Poffeſſions;, command me to fpanj, as a 


«Pp uphtive and a Vagabond in the Farth;; and T will 
« tnagnify thy holy Name. Ouly let iy Child, my, 
dear Child, be ſpated. 

« Or, if nothing will appeaſe thy 'Teiifipnatlo jon 
e but human Blood, let my Death be the Sacril 5 
Upon me be the V engeance. I 10 old and Srey⸗ 
headed. The beſt of my Days ate palk, and e 
bpeſt of my Services done. If this 9 Wall 

} N 2 % View 12 5 Stumbles, 


* Ads ix, 13, 14. 
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are multiplied unto them; and though many were 
removed, yet would their Table be full. There 
are thoſe, who have Flocks and Herds ; whereas, 
% J have only this one little Lamb + ; the very Solace 

s of. my Soul, and the Stay of my declining Years. 


f 10 And ſhall this be 1 away, while all yy are 
by. left ? 251. 12 


; He not been ſupported by Faith, what exquiſite 
s Porn - muſt have overwhelmed this affectionate 


: « be reverſed ; if it muſt be the Fruit of my owl 


196. Aspanio fo Tuxron., Let. 11. 


« turables, there will be little, or no Cauſe for 


« Regrets. But, if the Pillar of my Houſe, and 


« the Foundation, of my Hopes—if He be ſnatched 
«from. me, what Good will. my Life do.me? O ny 
« Sen / my Sn / would G O DI nught die for Thee *, 

If it muſt be a blooming, Youth, in the Flower 
et of his Days, be pleaſed, moſt merciful GOD, to 
« ſelect the Victim from ſome frutf Family. Thee 
e arte thoſe, who abound in Children. Children 


Tes, Abrabom:; i it is ah "Toa and not t Another 35 
that i is marked for the Victim. What Diftreſs, had 


How could He refrain from crying out, and 
a Flood of Tears ?—* If the Decree cannot 


« Body; O! that [fmael, the Son of the Hand- 
4 maid—How ſhall I ſpeak it? My Heart bleeds at 
the Thought; at the Thought even of his expiring 
& Aponics, and untimely Death. But as for Iſaac, 

© the Son of my beloved Spouſe, the Son of my old 


4 Age, the, Crown of all my Labours— How? 


0 How ſhall 1 ſurvive ſuch a Loſs? The Blow that 
2 * goes! to his , muſt be fatal to Us buth. 


> eu min.; 1 x Sam, xii, 3. 
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« Yet, if He mu/? die, and there is no Reme 5 


muſtt not only be an 


« may He not at leaſt expire by a natural Diſſolu- 
ce tion? May not ſome common Diſtemper unlooſe 
e the Cords of Life, and lay Him down gently in 
« the Tomb? May not his fond Mother and myſelf 


A 


& ſeal his cloſing Eyes, "and ſoften his dying L 2088 5 


« by our tender Offices ?” 
No, Abraham. Thy Son muſt be | faughtered on 
the Altar. He ſhall have no other Bed of Death, 


than the Pile of hewn Wood; no other Winding- | 


ſheet, than his own clotted Gore. The ſacrificing 
Knife, and not any common Diſeaſe, ſhall bring 


Him to his End.— And think not to ſatisfy thy ſor- 


rowing Fondneſs, by paying Him the laſt Honours of 
a decent Interment. It is the LOR D's Will, that 


He be cut in pieces; conſumed to Aſhes ; ;z and made 
a Burnt-offering, 80 that nothing hall remain, to 


be preſerved, or embalmed. It Gan not. de in thy 
Power to ſooth thy Grief, by reſorting to 'bis Grave; 
1 weeping at his Sepulchre ; and n 
aac. 
« But if all muſt be executed; "60D! 2255 
« theſe Eyes may never bebold the alm Tragedy ! 
« If my 1ſcac muſt be bound Hand and Foot for the 


„Slaughter; if He muſt receive the Steel into bie 


« Boſom ; and welter i in his own "innocent Blood'; 


« Heaven forbid, wag I ſhould _ ſo NES. 4 


7 


« Spectacle,” 18 A 
Even this Mitig 


mi If? 


cannot i granted.” "Thou 
Be ones of bis Agony, but 
de the Executioner of thy Taac. Thy: Hands' muſt m 
the deadly Weapon ; thy Hands mult point it to the 
beloved Breaſt; thy own Hands muſt urge 


te through 
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through. the guſhing Veins, and ſhivering Fleſh, till 
it, be plunged in the throbbing Heart. GOD will 
ngt permit the Work to be — by Another. The 
F a bers. the ather muſt be the Butcher. | 
* not the wretched F ather Hunned and thunder- 
fuck 8 Does He not ſtand fixed in Horror, and 
ſpeechleſs with Grief. What Words can be mourn- 
ful enough to expreſs his Sorrows ?—Unheard of, 
ſhocking Affait! 5 recoils at the very Thought! 
FR 1 85 + the | beſt of F athers perform the Deed? 
2 a th He anſwer it to the Wife of his Boſom, 
at 2 117 en Youth How can He 

judith 1 to the World? They vin never be per- 
- ſyaded, that the GOD of Ge can 1 oe 
| Cruglty, or apthgrize, ſo, horrjd an AQtion,— ill 

| they * take up a Zauntirg Proverb, "ang ſay at every 
urn: 2 n Ade the 0 the : Monſter rather, 
oe ay jm Ki "Bands 20 bis own Son's 
£6 % _ q 

252 his b Be that ' pretends to Piety; and 

1 5 Abe en We) ag'to allaffinate, cooly and 
er 3 an only Child "Might not 
1 h Reflecti er .crqud into bis | 

our? 
ls: 7 is 5 Word, 
an eye ediately too. 
e LC Q RTY s Command 


ef DET 5 ime is to be laſt, it in bidding 

1555 to bet 15 or in fruitleſs Supplications 

5 e RY Door. —Nay wy chearfufly as well. As 
J 
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; - 


: an * Sima be fulfilled, The 
Kd: 02's Texpetts Alacrity i in his Service. 
ee Vet. not e 
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Faith, which the Divine 8 PIRLT infyfs, and ty 
Divine SPIRIT. ſuſtains. :. 2 1 

The Patriarch kney full 5 dhe Obedience i is 
no Obedience, unleſs. it be willing and chearful, 
Therefore He | conſults not with Fleſh and Blood. 


He is deaf to the Arguings of carnal Reaſon, and 


regards not the Yearnings of . paternal Affection. 
Without a murmurmg Word, without a Aſoment's 
Delay“, He ſets forward on his Journey. Not ſo 
much as betraying the leaſt Uneaſineſs, to alarm his 
Wife; nor beaving the leaſt Sigh, to ſurpriſe his | 
Attendants, —And canſt Thou, Abraham, canſt 
Thou perſiſt in thy Purpoſe? Can thy Heart firmly 
reſolve, can thy Hand ſteadily execute, this inex- 
preſſibly ſevere Taſk? Moſt triumphant Faith indeed ! 
Deſervedly art Thou ſtyled, The Father of the Faith 
fal t. Thy Faith is ſfronger than all the Ties of 
Affection; ſtronger than all che Pleas of Nature, or 
all the Terrots of. Death — even of a Death, far more 
dreadſul than thy ow nn. <4 25 
And now muſt He travel, doing chose . 
and» One would think, moſt melancholy Days. 
With his Jſaac conſtantly before his Eyes; with the 
bloody Scene continually in his Apprehenſions; and 
nothing to diyert his: Mind, from dwelling on every 
bitter Circumſtance, and all che gtie vous Conle- 
quences.— On the third. Day, Abraham lifted nf his 
Eyes and bebell afar e the appointed Place. His 
Servants are ordered to keep their Diſtance: while | 
cauſe in his Hands 
N. 4 1 N * 3 38 p ts} 2d | 
TASK MAJ $614.05 ab ag $685 214423h 
. rer 8 onto. in cat cr, te ue * Ver. 3 
| 1 Nom ie. 18, "ita 
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and his Son, with the Burden of Wood on his 
Shoulders, went both of them together — — Why does not 
pity the ſweet Youth, 'toiling under that Load, which 
muſt" ſcon Teck with his Blood, and ſoon reduce him 
to Aſhes p Mean while the intended Victim, won- 
dering to ſee all theſe Preparations made, and no pro- 
per Animal near, aſks this pertinent Queſtion; My 
Father, behold the Fire and the ood! But where is the 
. Lamb for a  Burnt-offering ?— Sure, this endearing 
Speech, which diſcovered ſuch a Knowledge of Reli- 
gion, and ſuch a Concern for its Duties, muſt rouſe 
the Father's Anguiſh, and ſhake his Determination. 
How can He be the Death of fo Wed Innocence, and 
ſo much Piety? 7 
_ - Faith overcomes all Difficulties. Unmoved and 
inflexible, the Patriarch replies; GO D wilt provide 
Himſelf a Lamb for n Burnt offering, my Sin . After 
this He diſcloſes the ſtrange, the ſtartling Secret; 
„ Thou thyſ&f, my dear Child, art deſtined to this 
% Purpoſe. The GOD who beſtowed Thee on 
CY "oP 2 Deſi wy; is 4 (47 0g to 1 a again 
5 179 SIE 2 „ at 


| 5 e ip this FRY ike. x many of oke 
| Prophets i in their Fredictions, ſeems not to have thoroughly 
uniderfloed the Import of his own Words. What He Him. 
ſelf meant, I apprehend, is repreſented in the Paraphraſe 
of his Speech. Yer G OD fo over-ruled his Tongue, 


that it 1 expreſſed the divine Decree, than the 
* GOD will provide Hi 44 br a Burnt: ering, 
wy Sor; Thus wil Hifi placed 12 Bro / 
| Cow! comes laſt, and cloſes the Reply. That the tender 
- Kceents may be left to vibrate on the Father's Ear, and 
the dear diſtreſſing Image continue playing before his 
1 2 .—This, I think, is a Deſicacy not to be over. - 


* increaſes the Tas of the NO 
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te at my Hand. The LOR D gave, and the LORD 
e taketh' away, let Us both adore the Name of the 
« LORD: Let Us confide in his promiſed Good- 
e neſs, and unanimouſly profeſs, Though He flay me, 
« yet will I truft in Him,” — It does not appear, that 
the amiable Youth refed or gainſayed. He had 
Strength enough to oppoſe, and Speed enough to 


eccape *, the Attempts of an aged Father. Either 


or both of which, the Law of Self-preſervation might 
ſeem to dictate, and the Light of Reaſon to juſtify. 
But Iſaac knew, that his Father was a Prophet. 
In this prophetical Character, He ſees and acknow- 
ledges the Warrant of Heaven. And fince” his 
CREATOR calls, He is content to go Excel- 
lent Jjaac. Who does not | admire thy Courage? 
Who is not charmed with thy Reſignation? And 
muſt We, in a few Minutes, muſt We ſee Thee a” 


| pale, a bloody, a breathleſs Cup:: 


Methinks, I ſhudder as We draw. near the direful 
Cataftrophe,- The Altar is built: the Wood lain in 
Order: all Things are ready for the ſolemin Seryice; 
And IJſaac affers his willing Throat to the K nife.— 
Nevertheleſs, that the Work of Deſtiny may be ſure, 
and no one Particular relating to a Sacrifice omitted, 
Abraham bind. his Son. I have known a ſtubborn 
ne quice 8 when IR to the 
I: The deo 


a . 
* Accordi to „Jelpke, 8 N . He Gave 
ted Himſelf 5 the Slaughter, about twenty-five Years 
old. Others think, his Age was thirty-three ; which - 
makes Him more exactly reſemble his ſuffering LORD. 
Then his Father muſt be above. a hundred and X 
Joun old. Either Account will jutify ais Soppo-. 
_ 
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ignominious Tree; not at all impreſſed, with the 
moſt awful Repreſentations of eternal Judgment; 
yet, When a Perfon came to meaſure Him for his 
. . the hardened Wretch was hard no. longer, 
He ſtarted; turned pale; and trembled in every Joint, 
Even ſuch a Circumſtance makes no Impreſſion on 


x : Abrabam z neither alters his Purpoſe, nor changes his 


Countenance, He meaſures. bis + Jſaac 3 meaſures 

thoſe. Limbs, which He had. iſo. frequently and ſo 

_ tenderly careſſed; and enen . yet for 
immediate Slaughter. 

Having bound His—furprifing: Reſolution bound 

* Mr s the Sword and for the Flame, He lays Hin 

mon the Altan on the Mö There, now, lies 1ſaac; 
the dear, the dutiſul, the religious Haac / Abraban's 


Jay; Sarah's: 2 the Heir of the Promiſes! 


There He lies, all meek and reſigned; expecting, 
every Moment, the Stroke of Death to fall. 0 
Parents! Parents! Do not your Bowels yearn ? 1: 
not Humanity itſelf. diſtreſſed at the Scene? Say, thou 
_ who art a Father, what thinkeſt Thou of Abrahan's 
Obedience? Couldft n ee 2 s have 
acted fuch a Part? 16: $a Vx ff 
Seel the Father, reſolute to he Wa laſt, un- 
| ſheaths the murdering Blade; makes bare the inno- 
cent Boſom; and marks the Dlogs: where Life may 
find the ſpeedieſt Exit. His Heart is fixed ! He 
ſtretches his Arm; and now, even now is aiming 
the mortal Blow—When—rgoice Oye W orſhipers 
af a gracious GOD! Break forth into Singing, 
We that are in Pain for the tried Parent! - The 


88222 . e, in this: Article of 
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extreme Need *, The ANGEL of the Cove- 
nant ſpeaks from Heaven, and with-holds the 
lifted Hand, in the very Act to ſtrike. GOD, who 
only intended to manife/? his Faith, and make it 
honourable, bids Him deſiſt, GOD applauds his 
Obedience; ſubſtitutes another Sacrifice in 1/aac's 
ſtead ; renews his Covenant with the Father; and 
not only reprieves the Life of the Son, but promiſes. 
Him a numerous and illuſtrious Iſſue. Promiſes to 
make Him the Progenitor of the ME SSI AH, and 
thereby a public Bleſſing to al the Nations of the 
Earth, 

Tell me now, """ PREY was there ever ſuch an 
aſtoniſhing Effort of Obedience? Such a perfect 
Prodigy of Reſignation ? Vet THIS HATH FAITH 
DONE +. —If you ſhould aſk, How was it poſſible 


for 


* Upon this moſt ſeaſonable i the inſpired 
Hiſtorian makes a very judicious and edifying Remark. 
Which ſeems to be greatly obſcured, if not intirely ſpoil- 
ed, by our Tranſlation; In the Mount of the LORD it 
ſhall be ſeen, I muſt confeſs, I have always been puzzled 
to find, not only a pertinent Senſe. but any Senſe at all, in 
theſe Words. Whereas, the Original is as clear in its 
Signification, as it is appoſite to the Purpoſe. —TmTm 2 
RY In the Mount the LORD will be ſeen; or, In the 
Mount the LO RD will provide. q. d. This memorable 
« Event gave Riſe to, at leaſt is an eminent Exemplifica- 
e tion of, that N bial Expreſſion, which is commonly 
e uſed at this In the Mount of Difficulty, or in 
the very Criſis of Need, when Martets ſeem to be irre- 
1 trievable and deſperate, then the LORD appears as a 
© * preſent Help. Man's Extremity is GOD's Opportu- 
e nity.“ See Gen. XX11. 14. 

+ Heb. xi. 17. By Faith, Abraham, when E. avas tried, 
Mered up Jaac—The Faith, of which ſuch glorious Things 
are 


— 
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for Abraham to perform all this, in the Manner de- 
ſcribed? The Anſwer is obvious. Becauſe, Abra- 
ham 'BELTEVED; or, in other Words, was ful] 

-perſuaded, that the GOD, who had given Him this 
Son from the barren Womb, was able to raiſe Him 
again from the ſmoking ® Aſhes —As the ſame GOD, 


who required this Sacrifice, had expreſly declared, In 


Haac hall thy Seed be called; the Patriarch doubted 
not, but the Promiſe would, in a Way known to 
infinite Wiſdom, be punCtually accompliſhed. Hence 
he made no Diſpute, and felt no Reluctance. His 
MN Faith 


are ſpoken, to which ſuch admirable Atchievements are 
aſcribed, throughout this whole Chapter, was a Faith in 
«« the Seed of the Woman, the promiſed ME SSIAH. 
— Or, could it be demonftrated (which, I will venture 
to conclude, is impoſſible) that, in all theſe heroic In- 
ſtances of Obedience, there was no believing Regard to 
CHRIST; no Apprehenfion of his unſpeakable , = 
no Application of his tranſcendent Merits; our Argument 
would not loſe its Force, but ſtrike with redaubled Energy. 
For, if a Belief in very inferior Manifeſtations of the 
divine Goodneſs, Faithfulnefs, and Power, wrought ſo 
efficaciouſly on thoſe antient Worthies; how much more 


victoriouſſy muſt the ſame Principle act, under far brighter 


Diſplays of allthe ſupreme Perfections, in the Perſon of 
FESUS.CHRIST-!—I would only add, that ſo long 
as this Chapter remains in the Bible, it will furniſh an 
unanſwerable Confatation of thoſe Objections, which 
ſuppoſe the Doctrine of Faith to have an unkindly Influ- 
ence on religious or virtuous Practice. Againſt all ſuck 


Savils, it ut, fland faſt fer evermore at the Moon, and as 


le ſeems to have expected not only the certain, but 
the immediate Reſtoration of his ſlain Son. That he 
ſnculd be revived on the very Spot; beſore He left the 


Place; ſo as to accompany his Return. For, he ſays to 


his Servants, not I, but e will go, and worſhip, and 
return. Na-, Ver. 5. f 


JJͤͥͤ > bes. ¾˙ 0-8 
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Faith baniſhed. every uneaſy Apprehenſion, and. 
neither Fear nor Sorrow had place in his Breaſt, By. 
Faith He was enabled, /peedily and chearfully, with- 
out ſo much as a parting Tear *, to obey this un- 
paralleled Precept. | 4 
And if all this, which would otherwiſe have been 
utterly impracticable, was wrought by Faith; You, 
„ 5 ..* ..,. eee 
, * This Account, is ſo wery extraordinary, that ! ſhalt” 
not be ſurpriſed, if the Reader finds ſome Difficulty in 
giving his Aſſent to it. Eſpecially, as He may have 
accultomed Himſelf to form very different Conceptions 
of this remarkable Affair; and may poſhbly be confirm 
ed in a different Train of Ideas, by ſecing a Repreſenta- ' 
tion of the Story in a celebrated Print. Where the Fa- 
ther appears, claſping his Son in a tender Embrace; he- 


a... 


dewing Him with his Tears; and ſuffering as muck 


through Grief, as the devoted Youth is going to ſuffer by 
the Knife. —But the Engraver, I apprehend, had not ſo 


attentively examined the Circumſtances of the ſacred 


Narrative, nor ſo carefully compared them with other 
Paſſages of 9cripture, as a judicious and worthy Friend 
of mine. From whom I learnt to conſider this wonder- 
ful Tranſaction in the above-reprefented View. And I 
muſt confeſs, the more I revolve it in my Mind, the more 
I am convinced of its Propriety. _ | | 
I flatter myſelf, the Reader will be of the ſame Opi- 
mon, if he pleaſes to conſult the Tenth Chapter of Levi- 
ticus, Where Nadab and Abibu, the Sons of Aaron, are 
devoured by Fire from before the LORD. Vet Aaren 
is not allowed to mourn, even at ſuch a terrible and 
afflitive Viſitation. And when, through the Frailty of 
human Nature, He could not wholly refrain, He durſt 
not preſume to eat of the Sin- offering. Sach T hinps, ſays 
He, have befallen me, if] had eaten of the Sin offering, ſhould 
it have been acceptid in the Sight of the LOR D ?—Let me 
add, that we find not the leaſt Indication of ſuch agonizing. 
Sarrow, nor indeed of ary Sorrow at all, in the Hiftory' 
as related by Moſes, Neither could Abraham have been 
+83 * aproper 


| 
| 
| 
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need not ſuſpect, of Weaknef; and Inſufftieny, ſo ap- 


ptoved a Principle. Far from enetvating, it will in- 


vigorate every good Diſpoſition ; and inſtead of damp- 
ing, will give Life to every religious Duty.—Cheriſh 
Faith, and You will of courſe cultivate Obedience, 


Water this Root, and the Branches of univerſal God- 


lineſs will aſſuredly partake the beneficial Effects; 
will ſpread their Honours, and bring forth their Fruits, 


_ — Through the Power of Faith, the Saints have 


wrought Righteouſneſs, in all its magnanimous and 
heroic Acts The Do#rine of Faith is called by St. 
Paul, A Doctrine according to Godlineſi * ; exquiſitely. 
contrived to anſwer all the Ends, and ſecure every 
Intereſt of real Piety.— The Grace of Faith St. Jude 
ſtyles, Our moſi holy Faith t; intimating, that it is 
not only productive of Holineſs, but that the moſt 
refined and exalted Holineſs ariſes from this Stock. 

Let Vs then be diligent to exerciſe, and careful to 
increaſe, Faith in FESUS CHRIST. Let Us 
maintain the ſame zealous Solicitude for this leading 
capital Grace, as the renowned Epaminondas expreſſed 
for his Shield. When that gallant General was, in 
an Engagement with the Enemy, ſtruck to the 
Ground; his Soldiers carried him off, . breathleſs and 
fainting, to his Tent. The very Moment he opened 


his Eyes, and recovered the Uſe of W he aſked 


JO | 


a proper Type of the eternal FATHER, making his 
only begotten SON a Sacrifice for Sin, if He had not 
williogly offered up Jaac. Indeed to offer willingly, 
ſeems to have been abſolutely nece/ary, in every S 
Oblation, and | every, religious een e 2 Gor ix. * 
1 Chroz. xxviii. 9. 111 t 3 
>; * 1 Tim, vi. 3. + Jade e. 
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not whether his Wound was mortal? net Whether 
his Troops were routed ? But whether his S#eld was 
fafe May We be enabled, my dear Friend; to 
keep our Shield fafe | May We be frong, beeady; 
be lively in Faith! Then, I doubt not, We ſhall 
gie Glory to G O D, receive Comfort to Outſelves, 
and abound in the Works: of the LORD. 
Nothing can be more peruinent to my Purpoſe, 
than the Apoſtle's Prayer; That We may Indus what 
i the Hope of our Calling in CHRIST JESUS, 
and what is the exceeding Greatneſs of | bis Porter to 
themward who believe. And nothing can be more 
expreſſve of the very Soul l 
15 Vu aſfectionate 
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II is very probable, while I am reading yours, 
Lou are peruſing mine. But how unlike is my 
Friend to the Repreſentation He receives ! How un- 
like the ſatisfied, unſuſpeRing, chearſul Abrabum / 
Why this dyje&ed Air in your Temper ? Why thofe 
benſve Strokes in your Letter? = Let me anticipate 
your Reply, and make Anſwer to myſelf.— This 
Gloom, I truſt, is a Sign of approaching Day. Juſt 
before the Morning Dawn, the nocturnal Darkneſs 
2 1 4 1B 
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is blackeſt. And juſt before the Appearance of the 
SUN OF RIGHT EO USNESS, the Peni- 
tent 's. Diſtreſs is frequently the deepeſt. I promiſe 
myſelf, the Hour is at Hand, which will put of your: 
Sackcloth, and gird You with Glaaneſs, 11 i 
Another favourable Preſage is, That You take the 
direct, and certain Way, to obtain ſubſtantial Com- 
fort. The Righteouſneſs of our LORD FESUS 
CHRI ST, _— which You inquire, about which 
Vou are folicitous, is a never-failing Spring of Con- 
ſolation _ Becauſe. it acquits from all Sin; ſecures 
from all Condemnation; ; and renders the Believer 
unblamable and unreprovable in the Sight of G OD. 
Therefore ſays. the HOLY GHOST, His Nan 
3s as Ointment pouted forth * : even that divinely pre- 
cious Name—by which He has been celebrated in the 
preceding Epiſtles; by which he is diſtinguiſhed in 
the Scriptures of Truth; by which, I hope, He will 
he, more and more revealed' in my Theron's Mind— 
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
The Diſcovery of Him under this moſt amiable and 
9 Capacity, will indeed be like breaking open 
a Vial of the richeſt Unguents. Which not only fil 
the Room, and regale the Senſe, with their delightful 
Fragrance ; but refreſh the Spirits, and rejoice the very 
Heart. - Might my Writing, or my Diſcoutſe, be as 
the Mlabaſter-box to contain, to convey, and preſent 
theſe reviving Odours; how highly ſhould I think 
myſelf +I ang. how fignally my Endeavours 
bleſſed! 
. You aſk, * — this Ribbteouſneſ of the Divine 
A REDEE M ER becomes urs?” It i is a Que- 
nns | ſtion 
0 17 1 * Cant, i. 15 16 0 ; ; 
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ſtion, which I receive with the utmoſt Pleafure; and 
with equal Pleaſure, ſhall attempt an Anſwer: Ot 
rather, as the SPIRIT of out GO D prompted 
the firſt, may the ſame unerring GUIDE, ſuggeſt the 
laſt— This He has abundantly done by his Prophets 
and Apoſtles, So that I need only have recoutfe to 
their Writings, and collect ſome of the Hints, which 
lie treaſufed up in thoſe Storehouſes of Wiſdom, 

There we are often told of Union with CHRIST. 
Belie vers are ſaid to be in CG H RIS Te, and to he 
one with GH RIST $. What is ſtill higher, and 
implies. a greater Degree of Nearneſs, They ate 
Members of bis Body, of his Fleſh, and of hit Banat. 
And, which denotes the moſt intimate Connee- 
tion imaginable, They that are joined to the L ORD 
5E SU 8, are one 2 with Him As theſ&/Ex- 
prefſidns appear dark, and their Senſe. lies deep Rt 
hes pleaſed our all condeſcending INSTRUCTOR 
to illuſtrate them, by a Variety of ſigniſicant Types, 
and lively Similitudes. This Remark very opportune- 
ly reminds me of an Engagement, which, ſome 
Time ago, I undertook to execute, but have hitherto 
omitted To make it evident, that the bleſſed. Doo 
tine, for which We have been pleading, is deducible 
from ſeveral Scripture Images F. A ſhort Deſcant up- 
on ſome of the prineipal, will, I hope, at vnd diſ- 
charge my former , and ſatisfy you bie. 
ſent Inquiry. 5 1 es 4 


This was ſhadowed. forth by the HOU 
riferous, flowing Unguent, Fee er Adren's 
Vo HI. Lidh _— Herd; 
Col i. 2. - + Heb. ii. 11, * 7 ph 
[ 1 Cox. vi. 17. „ F 
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Head ; which ran down upon his Beard,” and deſcended 
 89the Shirts ® of his Clothing, So, the Merits of our 
great HIGH-PRIEST e derived downto all the 
Faithful; even thoſe of the meaneſt N in Life, 
and the loweſt Attainments in Religion. 

Was it not typefied by that . Viſion, 
which the Prophet Zechariah ſaw? 7 have looked, and 
behold! A Candleflick all of Gold, with a Bowl upon 
the Top of 'it, and his ſeven Lamps thereon, and ſeven 
| Pipes to the ſeven Lamps, which were upon the Toy 
thereof: Aud two Olive-trees by it, one upon the right 
Side of the Bowl, and the other upon the left Side theref, 
which, through we golden Pipes, empiy the golden Oil 
out' of themſelves + The Bowl and the Lamps were 
a proper Emblem of Believers : who are, by Nature, 
dry Veſſels, and deſtitute of all Good; yet ſhould 
maine ab Lights, in the midſt of a creoked and per- 
verſe Generation. The Olve-trees,” arfayed in Ver- 
dure, and abounding with Sap; always emptying 
themſelves, yet ever full; are a very juſt Repreſen- 
tation of CHRIST; of his unchangeable Love, 


and his inexhauſtible Grace. The golden © Pipes, 


through which 'the ' Olive-branches: tranſmit their 
Arr. vet A 4% Pf TE 4 R F781 7 © OF # 1 Oil, 
1 48>! PITT 2413 Fi 5 35 wk ITY AA 


1® Pla. Cxxxiii. 2. What We.tende: Surren, is, in the 
| Ori inal, yIWWD: The Mouth, or, as the Word is tranſ- 
lat [ob xxx. 18.) The Collar of his Garments. It is 
hardly ſuppoſable, that the conſecrating Oil flowed down 
to the ve 2 of the ſacerdotal Veſtments. But it 
0 the very Bt reach the upper Hem, or the — 

— — what the Greets call ff N 
; 2 Senſe will . preſerve the Gradation; ir The 
the Beard; the Clothes. Which ſeem to denote 


CHRIST. his more advanced Saints, — ä of 


a lower Claſs. a 
f Tech. iv. 2, 3, 12. 


- 
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Oil, ſeem to be figurative of Faith, in its various and 
repeated Actings. By theſe Channels of Conveyance, 
the unſpeakable Benefits ofaREDEEMER are 
communicated to our mn TIN thoſe __ 
ty Baſons. | enge 
Another Type ch Apoſtle mentions. - The firft 
Adam, He ſays, was 4 Figure of Hin thatrwas et 
ame x. So eminent a Figure, and correſponding 
ſo many Inſtances, | that He ſtyles our L CRDI. 
SUS the laſt Adam t. And why ? Becauſe, like the 
firſt, He was a Covenant- Head to his People, and tranf- 
acted in their Stead. Infomuch, that what He did, 
and what He ſuffered, both are placed to their Ac- 
count. Is Adam's Sin imputed to all his natural Off. 
ſpring ? So is CHRIS T's Righteouſneſs to all his 
ſpiritual Seed. — The Conſequences of both, render 
the Doctrine more intelligible, and the Truth mote 
undeniable. - All Men are judged, condemned, dead t; 
doomed inevitably to the Deatb of the Body, and 
juſtly liable to the Death of the Soul, on the Score 
of Adam's Franſgreſſion. All Believers are acguitted, 
juftified, ſaved || ;- ſaved from the firſt Death, and 
made Heirs of the Reſurrection; ſaved from the ſecond 
Death, and intitled to Life deen, 4 The > virtue of 
CHRIS T's Obedience. mn DOT 


This Unzen with CHR 767, was not 9 ber 
figured: by Types; but is diſplayed by à Variety of Si- 
militudes, taken from the moſt familiar Occurrences 
of Life. By which it appears to be our Divine 
MAS TER's Will, that We ſhould live under the 

1 O * . Wy _ habitwal 


-— 


* Rom. v. 14. + 1 Cor, xv. 420 be v. 
15, 16. Rom, v. 19, 21, 
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thabitual Belief of this momentous: Truth, and in the 


aan Enjoyment of this diſtinguiſhed Privilege. 
Mou cannot viſit a. Friend, or view your Children; 

Nou cannot enter your Garden, diſcourſe with your 
Spouſe, or contemplate your own Body, without a Re. 
preſentation and a Remembrancer of this precious 
Bleſſing. | * 


© CHRIST fays.to his Diſciples, Henceforth 1 al 
An not Servants but Friends *. Friends are a ſecond 
Self +. St. Nau ſpeaking of Onefimus, uſes this re- 


mnarkable Phraſe, Receive Him, as myſelf; and, which 


is ill more emphatical, Receive Him, that is mine own 
Bowels t. Is not CHRIS T's Friendſhip of the moſt 
tender and exalted Kind ? Doubtleſs it muſt be equa, 
_ doubtleG it muſt be fuperior, infinitely ſuperior to 


Gonntbar's.——Yonathen loved David as his own Soul, i 


nut CHRIS T loved. Sinners with a Love ſtronger 
than Death. They were dearer to Him than his 
on ineſtimable Life. — Jonathan expoſed Him ſelſ to 
imminent Danger, in vindicating David's Conduct. 
F&SVS furrendered himſelf to certain Death, in 
making Reconelliation for our Offences, —Fonatha 

-  Interceded once and again with his Father in Da 
d. CIS ever liveth, to. plead his 
Blood, make Interceſſion for Tranſgreſſors.— 


Jonathan firipped Himſelf of the Robe that was upn 


, and gave ut to David, aud his Garment, even i 
. Sword, and bis Bow, gud bis Girdle |. Our RE- 


4 * * * 
F ly 4 2 
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ed Us (ſuch is the Prerogative of a Divine Perſon l) 
with the Robe of his Righteouſneſb, andi with the! 
Garment of his Salvation. He has conſigned over to 
Us all the Merit of his 1 Life” and ue p f | 
Death. - 

CHRIST Rands- aig to his Poopte; e 
Friend only, but as a Parem. He is called by at 
Prophet, THE EVERLASTING FATHER “, 
and We are faid, by an Apoſtley/:toibe. bj4:Ghbildren +. 
Children look upon themſelves; as intereſted in 
the Wealth of their Parents. They expect, anW 
not without reaſonable Ground, to reap Benefit 
from it, while the Parents live; and to become Dbſl> 
leſſors of it, when they die. Accordingly the Faw 
ther ſays! in the Goſpel; Song all that I have Þ 
thine 2. Since the high and holy E M MANUEL. 
vouchſafes to be our FAT HER, can we ſuppoſe 
Him leſs: generous than an earthly Parent i Or chò 
We imagine that his Children ſhall have loſs to hope). 
than the Heirs of an earthly Progenitor ? May Wei. 
not, ought We not to regard! all his: communicable/ 
Goods, all the Benefits-refulring from his meritorious 
dufferings and perfect Obedience; 'as our Portion ?— 
Eſpecially, ſinee He is the Toalator: | alſc; Rus de- 
queathed them tu Us by Will; and; PN ſabmitt- 
ed to Drath, they become legally | 

Lam ale FINA, fays our LOAD n arr tbe 

- They: who believey-are'ingraſt6e® into 
CHRIS 7.— Take Notice of a Cyon. What are 
the is beef Iv iv omdodics” 


Heb ke 11 . 
John zv. 5. 


* Ia, vi. 9. 


loud, © 1 
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withcthe'Subſtarice of the Tree, and partakes of its 


| Fatnefs;4; The Sap, imbibed by the Root, circu- 
lates into it 3 gives it vegetable Life; fills it with 


Buds, decks it with! Bloſſoms, and toads it with 


Fruit. — then we are one with CHRI ST, as 


muchas the Branch is one with the Stock, it muſt 
fallowþ:even upon the Principles of common Expe- 
rienct I xhat! his Viſdm is ours, to enlighten Us; 
his Nb is ours, to Juſtify Us; his Spirit is 


ours, to ſanctiſy Us; his Redemption i 18 ours, to make 
Us completely arid eternally happy. 


c is united, to bis People by à Tie, 


cluſer and deater than the parental. They are not 


only. his Children, but his Spouſe. He is oſten call- 
ell their Bridegroom; and is not aſſlamed to avow 
the tender Engagement: 7 will betroth Thee to Me for 


ee I will betroth Thee wnto wie in Rigbteouſ- 


M, any in Fudyment; and in Loving-kindurſs; ond in 
Arc u eh hetroub Ther umtu Me in Faith- 
iu, The nondeſdending G OD multiplies, di- 
vethfies,) Accumuilates: his Words“ And this, with 
admirable Prapriety, as well as ſurpaſſing Goodneſs, 
The Honduras ao high, and the Fayour: fo great, 
We - ſhould hardly know how to believe it, and 
hardly venture to apply it. Left therefore by a fingle 
Expreſſion, it ſhauld not be: ſufficiently, eſtabliſned, 


it fands catiped by rdpeated Aﬀeyerations, and wich 


all che Energy of Lapguagel 80 that, be the Grace 
exer io. Sſtoniſbing, We are aſſured, the Fact is 


5 egually certainj; He that is our MAKER, is alſo 


. HUSBAND. 
. Let 
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Let Us conſider what follows, upon ſuch an 
Union. We may take for an Example, the Caſe of 
Boaz and Ruth. Soon as their Nuptials were folem- 
nized, ſhe: that was poor, became rich: from a 
Gleaner in the Field, ſhe commenced: Miſireſ of the 
Harveſt: and, from abiding by the Maidens, had a 
Seat at the Maſter's Table. And if we are united to 
CHRIST by a Marriage Contract, the ſame Ef- 
fects will take place. We that were poor, are rich 
in Him. We, who had Nothing, poſſeſs all Things 
in CHRIST. We that dwell in Duſt, are made 
io ſit WER AR BP OR 
vealy Places N. II oj og $f 1] 0 | 
If you chooſe ſome * Exemplifiation, what 
can be more pertinent, than the remarkable Inſtance 
of your Neighbour. Arietta? She was lately left a 
Widow, by the diſſolute and extravagant Ballaris. 
Her Ciscumſtances miſerably embarraſſed, and the 
little Eſtate deeply mortgaged. : Her Friends looked 
ſhy, and her Creditors: became clamoraus.;.- Scarce 
a Day paſſed, but it made ſome new Diſcovery of 
Debts, contracted by the Deceaſed. So that the 
Affairs of the Survivor appeared with a more melan- 
choly Aſpect, and in a leſs retrievable Condition. 
But, having won, +. fitſt the Compaſſion, then the 
Affection, of the wealthy and illuſtrious Philander; 
how ly is the Face of Things altered ! All her 
Debts devolve upon Him, and all his Dignity is de- 
rived to Her f. He ſtands rene as me 
4 00 1 3 lg g nent * 0˙¹4 2 She 
TY W a pr OY Ki AT 0 * 4 a wad 
hs 1 10 ei ate *-Eph. 16. 9:85 1ti vr GT 
«+Ubs Tai Gaia 164: Ege Caia was: deb Maxim: 


Agreeabl y a this RING which has obtained among e 
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Ghe but; and She is a Sharer, in whatever He po/- 
Et. Though little leſs than ruined: by her late 
Huſband, She is more than reſtored. by het preſent; 
and has Neaſon to rejaice in his Affluence, and to 
glary- in his Honours. Have not We alſo Reaſon to 
rejaige ia our heavenly BRIDEGROOM ? Since 
2. far more glorious Exchange ſubſiſts between Him 
and his myſtical Spouſe. He! has bore. the Curſe, 
on Him, that Rzglteouſneſs. might be imputed to Us. 
In a Word; He has ſuſtained all our Miſeries, that 
H might impart to. Us all his Benefits. Has the 
Law any Demand 7 It muſt go to Him for-Satisfac- 
tion. Have We any Wants? We may look. to 
Him for a Supply. "Fo HIM, - Theren, in whom i 
| has: plegſed the. rar that al On Jheuld 
avelkye. noni a 

If any — n Dajnkdy more 1d 
Aude and inſeparable than the conjugab, it is that of 
— the Had And this Image ig 
uſed by the SOEY GHOST, to ſhadow. forth 
the; ConneQtion. between G HRIS F and the Faith - 
fal. Hes is the Head over al Thungs, with reſpect to 
Rule: and Supremacy; but a Head of Union and In- 
| france, AT ea — 16 . pee e Head 
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The 1b. of the Las are Perfect Obedience; 
Thou foalt loot the LORD thy GOD with all thy Heart | 
—To rand in caſe df. Ddqbedience, is ſuperadded 
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and the Members conſtitute one natural Body; 
CHRIST and his Church compoſe one myſtical 
Body. What Kindneſs is done, what Injury is oſ- 
fered ta the Members, the Heads regards them as 
done to itſelf. Accordingly, CHRIS T ſays to the 
outrageous Saul, who made Havock of the Church; 
Saul, Saul, why perſecutgſt thou M4 E*? He declates, 
concerning thoſe indigent Chriſtians, to whoſe Ne- 
ceſſities We adminiſter Relief; Inaſmuch as Ve have 
dane it unto them, Ye have done it unto ME +.—Fhe 
Animal Spirits: formed in the: Head, areiformed for 
the Benefit of the whole Body, and deſigned for the 
Uſe of all, the Members. So: the [Righteouſneſs 
wrought by FESUS'CH RA1ST, is wrought: out 
for his whole myſtical Body, and intended for the 
Advantage of all his People; to be the Cauſe of 
their nen, and the ED of theis — 
tion. | 8 


Being * 8 nearly related, fs 2 2 to 
the bleſſed FESUS, it is, no Wonder, that Be- 
lieyers are now loved with the ſame fatherly Love, 
and will hereafter be Partakers of the ſame heavenly. 
Glory.—-W hat might We not expect from the Di- 
vine RED.EEMER, if He vouchſafed to acknows 
ledge but one of theſe endearing Names? Since He 


has engaged Himſelf to, Us by all the Ties of Affinity, 
and Alen; ; may We not promiſe. Qurſelves, and 
with the Aſſurance of Hope, every good Thing; 
Euen all the Fulneſs of GOD f our Saviour ?—. 
Deus not each of theſe tender Ret ſubſiſting 


between 


Ad ix, 4. t. Matt. . 40 f Erh. il. 19. 


218 TIRO TO ASBASIO, Let. 12: 
| between CHRIST and his Saints; imply an intire 
Property in one another, and a mutual Participation 
of: all that belongs to either My Beloved is mine, 
nd am his—l dare not ſay, is the Poſey of the my- 


ſtical en * undoubted 22 _ di- 
vie Union- 5: * 


{ 6538583 eins 

How pleaſing; yet how amazing the Thought 
| Svea! We, who ſay to Corruption, Thou art my Fa- 
tber; and to the Worm, Thou art my Mother and my 


Siler n; ſhall Me be permitted to ſay, concerning 


the HEAD of all Principality and Power, We ar: 
Adembirs of bis: Body, of his Fleſb, and of his Bones +? 
What a Mercy might We eſteem it, not to be 
confbunded before a MAJES T V ſo exalted and 
fublime 1 What a Favour, to obtain the leaſt propi- 
tious Regard from the KIN G immortal and invifiblel 
What'an Honour, to be admitted into his Family, 
aud numbered among the Meaneſt of his Servants ! 
— But to be his adapted Children; to be his eſpouſed 
Bude; to be the Members of his facred Bod To 
have HIM for our everlaſting Father, HIM for 
the Bridegroom of our Souls, HTM for our heavenly 


Head; who'is the MAKER of all Worlds, and 
the SOVEREIGN of all Creatures | Wat 
Words can duly celebrate, what Heart can fufficient- 
y admire, the Condeſcenfion and the Love of our 
adorable ES US? Or who can juſtly queſtion the 


Fruits of ſuch a Fellowſhip, and the Confequences 


of fuch an Union?” Queſtion them No, the Fruits 
ate . fure, as the Fier is . 


et .e* $14.37 45 2 3974:4t t45 
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Let me once again introduce a great and venerable 
Witneſs of both theſe Truths. Laban ſpake high, 


« when He ſaid; Theſe Children are mine, and all 


« thefe Things thou \ſeeft are mine, But how high and 
<« plorious.is that, which may be ſaid of a juſtified 
“ Perſon! All thou heareſt of CHRIST is thine; 
« hig Life is thine, his Death is thine; his Obedience, 
« Merit, Spirit, all thine*.”— Rich and important 
Words! Than which . ean give Us a juſter 
or fuller Explanation of the Apoſtle's Aſſertion, Me 
are Partakers of CHRIST I. 


When ſome foreign Ladies, of the firſt Quality, 


paid a Viſit to Leonidas s Queen; the Talk turned 
upon their rich Clothes, their coſtly Jewels, and 
ſplendid Equipage. After they had ſeverally diſplay- 


ed each her own Grandeur, they inquired after her 
Majeſty's Finery. What She had to diſtinguiſh Her 


from the Vulgar ?—She replied, My illuſtrious Huſ- 
band f. What elſe 7 My illuſtrious Huſband.— And 
a3 often as They repeated the fame Queſtion, She 
returnedithe fame Anſwer, —Could this Queen ſpeak 
in ſuch admiring, rejoicing,  ſelf-pratulating Terms 
of her royal boyd Seen ſhall not vile Sinners 


look upon their RED EME R—that all-glorious, 
yet all-condeſcending Bridegroom; who is full of 
Grace and Truth, full of Merit and Righteouſneſs 


—ſhall not they much 425 n upon HIM as 
e cher 


, See Dy. 1 's Works, Vol. U. p 1075. 
+ Heb. iii. 14. 
4 The amiable and heroic Pant hea expreſſes Herſelf 
in much the ſame Manner, concerning her gallant Huſ- 


band Abradates ; Ev way e 5@-» x00 XBNOPH. 
Cyropæd. Lib. VI * PN 
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their Honour and their Joy; the Object of their 
Dependenee, and the Cauſe of their Boaſting? 


I ſhould find it difficult to refrain from. the farther 


Proſecutive” of ſo engaging a Topic, did I not pro- 
poſe to wait upon my Theron very ſpeedily. | Then! 
| ſhall have an Opportunity of pouring into his Boſom 

all the bulneſfs; of my Heart, with regard to this de- 
kghiful Subject. In the mean time, let me exhort 


m dear Friend to be of good Comfort. Heavineſs 


n endure for a Night, but | Foy cometh in the Morn- 
ing. This Sorrow of which You complain, may 
be the, Brad ob ſpiritual and eternal Conſalation. 


Wbile I am. writing, there appears full in my 


View, one of the fineſt. Rainbows, I ever beheld. 


It cnpaſſeib the Heavens with.a glorious Circle; ſo glo- 
rious, that it is no Diſparagement of the Almighty 


CREATOR, to ſay, the Hands of the MOST 


HEA have bended it + —On what F oundation, 
would I aſk, is that lately and, beautiful Arch raiſed? 
Esom what Source, do all its, radiant and lovely 
Colours ſpring? It; is. raiſed on a/ghcomy Aſſemblage 
of. V apours; and all its rich Tinctures ſpring from a 
lanring Cloud. Thus does the bleſſed GO, on 2 


Conyiction of. Guilt and a Senſe of Ruin, ſpread 


Faith, paint Holineſs,, and diffuſe Gladneſa. May 
all theſe, ere long, ariſe in my[Theran's Breaſt l And 
cagh Jhet-—bright,, as that reſplendent Bom. —igſling, 


as the Sun that creates N! 

In the mean time, it is the ardent Wiſh of my 
Soul, and (hall. be my frequent Prayer to GOD, 
That bath aur Hearts, may be comfurted, being nit to- 


cabers in Kere e N ** * Afar ance of 
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Underſſanding , in this great Myſtery of Godlinets. 
— What Vigour of Expreſſion, what Exuberanee of 
Ideas, and, above all, what diſtinguiſhed Privileges 
are Here !-—Affurance—Full Aﬀſurance—Riches of the 
full Aſſurance— A Riches of the full Affurance of 
Underſtanding —in reference to our Union with 
CHRIST, and its unutterably precious Effects. 

Can the Orator expreſs more? Can the Sinner de- 
fire more? Can the Saint, I had almoſt ſaid, can 
the Archangel enjoy more? May this be the Portion 
of * dear Theron, and of 


His. euer faithful 


Asp Aso. 


1 Col. ii. we 


4: . 9.1 A. 


Was: 2 BE | : 6 © h 
1 75 - ; "of a 1 | 


REARSPASIO had taken Leave of his 
| Ne 
US be in a State of much FluQuation, 

and no ſmall Anxiety. Hoping, that 
fome proper Converſation on the Grace and Privilages 
of the everlaſting Goſpel, might compoſe and com- 
fort his Mind. Might, while his Heart was ſof- 
tened by humbling Convictions, fix the Stamp of 


genuine Chriſtianity ; and deliver his whole Soul into 


the Mould * of evangelical Religion. 


Fhen Sorrow wounds the Breaſt, as Ploughs the Glebe, 
And Hearts obdurate feel her foft ning Show'r, 
Her Seed celeflial then glad Wiſdom ſows - 
Her golden Harvefts triumph in the Soil +. 

| - 4 808 He 


Deliver into the Mculd—This is the literal Tranſla- 
tion, and exact Senſe of St. Paul's Phraſe; Eg or waped y- 
Ole vue Ng. Rom. vi. 17.— Which, as it contains a 
beautiful Allufion, conveys alſo a very infru di, Admonition. 


- Intimating, that our Minds, all pliant and ductile, ſhould 
be conformed to the refined Precepts of the Goſpel, as 


liquid Metals take the Figure of ſome elegant Mould, 
into which they are caſt. 
I Night-Thoughts. 


DIAL O-GU.E/. XVI] 223 
Hs arrived pretty late in the Evening: and, being 


ſomewhat weary with the Journey, ſoon withdrew 
to his Repoſe. The next Morning, as Theron xyalked 
abroad, to tafte the cool Delights of the Daun; He 
was agreeably ſurpriſed, by meeting Aſpaſo. 


Ther. 8e ſobn awake, my worthy Friend! Aud 


after ſo much Fatigue on the preceding Day !—T had 
not the leaſt ExpeQation of your Company, till 
Breakfaſt. © Then indeed I promiſed myſelf a double 
Regale—The Refreſhments exhibited on the Table 
and thoſe wholeſome Words of our LOR D JESUS 
CHRIST, ; which, more K p than oN 
drop — 

Aſp. How, Theron „Have you alſe/ TR thoſe 
ſoothing Arts, which poliſh the Speech, to deprave 


our Sentiments? Could I have ſuſpected the inchant- 


ing Wiles of t n ** E K my ure, 
my boſom Friend? 

Ther. Your Friend is Nil Saab, add his Words 
are very remote from Flattery. How welcome to 
the wind-bound Mariner, weary with Expectation, 
and ſick with Diſappointments, is the Viſit of a pro- 
pitious Gale ! How welcome to the Fields, parched 
with Drought, and gaſping for Moiſture, are copious 
Showers of Rain! How acceptable to the 7frazlites, 
traveling through the inhoſpitable Deſart, and'pining 
away for want of the Fruits of the Earth, was the 
miraculous Supply of heavenly Bread Vet, neithet 
propitious Gales to the wind- bound Mariner, nor 
copious Shewers to the thirſty Soil, nor heavenly 


Bread t to the N 4 e wels be more wel- 


eme 


* E * 
* 1 Tim, vi. 3. 
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cole, than your late Converſation, and later Cor- 
| to my anxious Soul, 
Ae. Why I thought you looked upon my Motions 
42 chimerical. Is Theron alſo become credulous ? 
Like one of Us weak- headed Believers I- Has I. 
quitted the Strong-holds of Reaſon ? Is He vanquiſh- 
ed by the Sling- ſtone of Faith? Or can He ſubmit to 
this ſtrange Method of Salvation, by embracing the 
Righteouſneſs, and OR on the De of 
Avbther ? 105 bs 

Ther. I find, my Ronen was a 3 Guide; of 
I myſelf not faithful. to its genuine Dictates. I was 
blinded 3 Prejudice. I was intoxicated with 
Pride. A vain Conceit of my moral Powers be- 
trayed me, as | fear it has betrayed many, into a 
Contempt of the evangelical Righteouſneſs. —lI held, 
- what I thought an Honour to human Nature. I now 
retract my Opinion. I now perceive, that, as my 


natural Light could not diſcover. the Way, neither 


can my perſonal Obedience- put me in Poſſeſſion, of 
Liſe and Salvation. My true Glory, and real Hap- 
pineſt, I would henceforth derive from the bleſſed 
FESUS.—No more Banter, A/pajio --—Have done: 
AI am ſerious, and very much in earneft. So much 
in earneſt, that if all my Acquaintance of the Pha- 
rifaical Turn, or if all my Brothers of the Smile, 
mould rally me on the Subject; I would frankly 
| gc my Error, and: as n ige my Re- 
Eutitation. 
Asp. My dear n 1 e your Reſolution. 

| You have no more Caufe to be aſhamed of ſuch a 
Practice, than Philip had to be aſhamed of the Im- 
perfection i in his Limbs. — being obſerved to go 
lame 
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lame, with a Wound received in Battle, he had this 
Conſolatim ſuggeſted by one of his Courtiers: Ne- 
« ver bluſh, my royal Sir, for a Defea, which puts 
« You' in mind of your Valour, eyery Step You 
« take. To ſacrifice our Prejudices, in the Search 
of Truth, is no leſs honourable, than to be marked 


with a Scar, i in the Defence of our. Country, 07 


I beg Pardon for my Pleaſantry. Since you are 
ſo very ſerious, a gay Air was quite unſeaſonable.— 
You cannot often complain, that am guilty of 
Fault. Nor can You eaſily imagine, the & e 
I ſhall enjoy; if, either my Letters, oh mp Th courſe, 
have adminiſtered any Advantage to. my Peg 92 
ſhall note it down, among the diſtinguiſhed Blechngy 
of my Life; ; and have an additional Obliga gation, to 
love the beneficent AUTHOR of all Gadd... 2 

But, as [ cannot be a Furtherer of your Happi 
without the greateſt Delight; ſo I cannot be a 125 
neſs of your Solicitude, without à painful Repret. 
You muſt; therefore permit me to aſkxthe Qauſe uf 
that unuſual Vehemence, which I obſerve in your Speech\s 
„ HE wn 1; | 
tenance. L235 1H Gun © 5 

Ther. 1 heavy; been b * A 


What is the preſent State, rand Nr e be 
the Be Cena my Soul. 70 fürre a, 


WL 1 2 LM Hop a gg 
| Sure uf thre? and er Li 5 arrow V erge 
Too e 7 A fathomlefs 3 2 war 
| Avaſt Eter Rin 1 n 
If y 1 Munz g: Sister 5s 
MyiSine, 11 (he Ge Time, like an armed Hoſt, 


are ſet in dreadful . and ſurround Me gn £Very 
Wo L. 7 r Jide. 
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Side.—Fuftize, like an Injured and incenſed Foe, 


unſheaths the Sword, and makes a loud Demand for 

Vengeance. No Righteouſneſs of my own preſents 

KR, to which I may fly for Refuge. The Method 

er Salvation, in which 1 formerly - confided, is 2 

Bridge broken detun; and leaves me, without any 

| Poffibility 'of 'Ereape, abandoned w the appedacking 
Efteliy. -- 

1 Petfon in ſuch deplorable Cireumſtances, 
how reviving, how delightful, is the very Thought 
_ bf bling” interefted in the great REDEEMER) 

5 Wee ＋ don't wonder now at a Saying of 

#PF;, Which 1 dave ſometimes exploded, as 
ae Sttavagant': * That, upon the Difcovery 
« of 9 555 Righteouſneſs, the Gates of Pa- 


40 r 


| „Dun df Heaven Was all in View.” 


Ning in this Manner, n an 3 
Nabu © Which, about an Hour before, had been 


Marte” bythe Soythe,] and emitted al the Freſimek 


* in Rerbage On one Side, a fine Chum- 
paign Gauntry ſtretched its wide Dimenſions, On the. 


en, u Flt Baran exhibited the laſt Ornaments 
Amn earl Rert, Vou might fill ſee the tuſtod 


Vermilion, and thi "Fullblowiy- ey, glittering 
through, Spaggles of 4 
might ace. the Foptſteps of the early Cattle, by 
many a necent Print on the dewy L. Lawn,--Qn the 
Walls 200 555 Efpatiers, Autumn had ſpread her Stores; 


e Sr, or — hair hell Skins 
Wer deR aal dune s. 
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beemed to fly open before Him, and the 


nid Cryſtal. —There, You | 


and was beginning to beautify their Rinds with man 
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which, in amiable and inſeparable Con junction, di 
play themſelves through the whole Oeconomy' of tha 
Univerſe | GOD has made curry Thing beautiful'ik his 
Time * ; every Thing ſerviceable in its Place.' 'A 
little while ago, the flowery: Meads delighted out 
Eyes, and the melodious Birds charmed our Ears 
now, the taſteful Fruits are preparing their: Daintiss 
and preſenting Us with a Callaclen, to regale our 
Palate. The whole Earth, and all the Seatöhs, ate 


rich with our CREATOR Goodneſs. Ven, 


the whole Karth, and all chat repletiſhes it; all char 
firrounds-it, are full of his Prefence, © HE ir ky 1 


A ne is 


„en in the Bes eg Wende dle Mb, is 0 
CEluos in the Stars, and blefſons in abs Tras: 
Liues through all Life, curandi Ihrough all Erin. 

Spreads mmdiuidad, os MP6 ang r 


An habitual Belief 1 this Truth, gives Malls ber 


lwelisft AſpeR, and lends her the moſt conſummate 
Power te pleaſe. The Breath of Vialets, and the 
Bheſh of Rofes ; the Muſio of: ce Woods, ang the 
Meanders of the Stream; j the alpfr Hill, the ex- 
tended Plain, and all the Decorations of the Land- 
ſchape; then appear in their higheſt Attrafitives 5: 11 
touch the Sorft wich 
when, GOV ib feen—mhed G OY is gear a 
GOD enjoyed in alle = th == nh wet em 
—ls Theron loſt in Thought, and deprived of Spgech ? 
Is HE alone filent, while all Things Tpeak* their 
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over the Works of Creation? Does it not heighten 
their Beauties, and inliven their Graces ?—The re- 
Aion is the only true Philoſopher; and the Pleaſures 
of Imagination never acquire their proper Reliſh, till 
they are ripened by the Exerciſe of Devotion. With 
this View then, [ſince my Friend forbears, let me at- 
tempt to ſpeak.: not to increaſe his Knowledge, but to | 
Cheriſh. Faith, and cultivate Devotion in Us both. 
de ſpacious Canopy * over our Heads, is painted 
with BlueB and the ample Carpet under our Feet, 
is tinged wich Green. ( Theſe Colours, by their ft 
and chearing Qualities, yield a perpetual Refreſh 
ment to the Eye f. Whereas, had the Face of Na- 
ture gliſtered with White, or glowed with Scarlet; 
ſuch arderit and darling Hues would, inſtead of ex - 
have fatigued the Sight. Beſides; as the 
ſeveral brighter Colours are interſperſed, and form 
the Pidlures in this magnificent Piece; the Green 
and the. m_ ri an admirable Ground, which 
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1. Which We tranſlate a5. @ Curtain; but the exact 
ieee, 7 d ; Like 
ſome finely attenuated Expanſe ot ike the Curtain 
"or che Covering of the Tabernedle, - which were Goats 
and; coarſe. But like 
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wi growing * and ever-new Delight. 
rz 'T, x0 8/0 0's Spring: 


| ſhews them all, in heir hie Luſtre, and to 12 N 


have dimmed the Rays of the Sun, and 
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utmoſt Advantage 9. noi 18 ww 22122 
Had the Air. been conſiderably 87 offer it. woul 

chearful Day. Our Lungs had been clogerd.i in theit 

vital Functions: Men had been ſuffocated, without 


the ſtrangling Nooſe z or drowned, without the over- 
whelming. Flood.— Was it .ſcveral, Degrees more 
ſubtle, Birds would not be able to wing their Way 
through the Firmament; nor could the Clouds. be 
ſuſtained, in To attenuated. an Atmoſphere.. It would 
clude the Organs of Reſpiration :. We ſhould gaſp 
for Breath, with as much Diffculty z ;. and with; ag 
little Succeſs, 8 . out of their nativ ve, Ele- 
ment. 0 36: - 2060336185 15 : 
The Ground al 8 wrought into the Proper, 

Temperature. Was it of a firmer Conſiſtence, it 
would be impenetrable to the Wenn and unmanage- 
able by the Spade. Was it of à lauer Compolſi- 
tion, it would be incapable of ſupporting its,, owa 
Furniture. The light Mold would: be fwept away: 
by whirling Winds; A © .oozy Glebe. ſoaked | into 
Sloughs. by the : deſcending Rains.+—Becauſe, every, = 1 
Situation ſuits not every Plant; but that which is = 
a Nurſe to one; oſten proves a Step-mother to others 
ee the Quslities of the Earth are ſo abun 


wh. * 2 troy 8 Lhe Fae 51 Aal. 62 cantly 
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* If the Res ugh the fot? 
lowing Eſſay, e 0 7055 it, 1 Dh Jae, not altogether 
foreign to the main Subject. If he to 'confider 
it, as a Kind of pracbical Comment, un that lovely 2 
bration of 9 dneſs, His tender Mercies 
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damtly diverſified, as properly to accommodate every 
ppecies of Vegetation. We have a Variety of inter- 
mieditte Soils, from the heft disjointed Sand, 'to the 
if cohefive Clay t from the rough Projections of 
the craggy Cliff, to "hi ſoftly feeling Bod of the 
Puros Parterre. 

The dea carries agu Poidenoes of 2 me wiſe 
a Fracious Ordination. Was it larger, We ſhould 
want Land for the Purpoſes of Paſturage, and the 
Operations of Hufbandry. We ſhould be deſtitute 
of ſufficient Room for Mines and Foreſts; our fub- 
terranean Warehouſes, and our aerial Timber-Y ards, 
— Was it fmaller, it would not be capable of recruit- 
ing the Sky, with a proper Quantity of vaporous 
Exhalations ; nor of fugplying the Earth with the 
neceſſary Quota of fruAifying Showers. 


-2D6 we not diſcern very apparent Strokes of Skill, 
and the moſt pregnant Proofs of Goodneſs, in each 
mdividaal Object? In che various Tenants of the 
Globe, and the ſeveral Appurtenunces of this great 
Delling It is needleſs to expatiate upon the more 
eminent and conſpicuous Beauties; all that hie in 
the Heavens, and all that ſiniles on the Earth. Theſe 
ſpeak to every Ear, theſe ſhew to every Eye, the 
adorable Munificence-of their MAK ER.— It is 
HeeBteſs to launch into the 4s of the Valleys, 
delicately clothed with Herbage ; or of the Fields, 
richly repleniſhed with Corn. Eres the rapgedRocks, 
| frown. over the 
_ which yawn amidſt the Land; together with the 
Mountains, thoſe Papeieſs and enormous Protuberan- 
. e Port den e 


4 


the Flood; the caverned Quarries, 


- a - 


— 
— 
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the Skies; even theſe contribute their Share, to in- 
creaſe the general Pleaſure, and augment the gene+ 
ral Uſefulneſs. They variegate the Proſpe&; raiſe 
an agreeable Horror in the Beholder ; and inſpire his 
Breaſt with a religious Awe. They add new Charms 
to the wide Level of our Plains ; and helter, like a 
Screen, the warm Lap of our Vaio, 

We are delighted with the ſolemn Gloom, and 
magnificent Aſpect, of the Foreſt. One, who ſaw 
the Cedars of Lebanon, was tranſported with Admi- 
ration, at their ample Trunks, and towering Heads 3 
their diffuſive Spread, and verdant Grandeur, Com- 
pared with which, the ſtately Elm is but a Reed; 
and the branching Oak, a mere Shrub.— Was our 
Sight qualified for the Search, We ſhould diſcover a 
Symmetry and a Dignity, altogether as perfect, and 
far mote wonderful in thoſe Groves of Moſs ®, 
which adhere to the rude Stone. We ſhould con- 
template, with greater Surpriſe, if not with 
Rapture, thoſe diminutive Plantatiorfs ; dich 
firike their haſty Roots in the mouldy Conſection, 

F'4 or 


* See, for a Proof of this Remark, the Explanation 
of the zenth Phate, in that very curious, very — 
ing, and no lefs inſtructive Piece, intitled 
Neflauratæ. Where our Author compares the Size of 
this little Vegetable, with the Dimenfions of thofe vaſt 
Trees, which grow in the vigorous Climates of Guinea 
and Braxil. The Trunks of which are, accordin —— the 
Report of Travelers, twenty Peet in Diameter. reas, 
the Body of this minute Plant, meafures no more than 
the ſixtieth Pert of an Inch.. So that, NN 
tion, the Thickneſs of the ＋ 9 exceeds that of the 
latter, 2,985, 964 Millions of Ti i 
various are the Works of the RE ATO 
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or wavg their curious . over the * 
na * 

WM bo is not en wich the Ving . its ge. 
neous warming Juices? Wich the Melon, and its 
delicious cooling Pulp! ? Yet, were all our Trees to 
produce. Fruits of ſuch exalted Qualities, or of ſuch 
an agreeable Reliſh, what would become of the Bird: 
How ſmall a Scantling of ſuch choice Delicacies, 
would voracious Man reſign to their Enjoyment ?— 
That Proviſion, may be made for the meaneſt Va. 
grant of the Air, as well as for the moſt renowned 
Sovereign of a Nation; there, is, in all Places, a 
large Growth of Shrubs, covered annually with 2 
Harveſt of coarſe and hardy Berries. So coarſe in 
their Taſte, that they are unworthy of the Accep- 
tance” of Man : fo hardy: in their Make, that they 
endure the extremeſt Severities of the Weather; and 
Furniſh, the feathered Tribe. with a ſtanding Repaſt, 
amidſt all the Deſolations of Winter. 3 
The Fir, with her ſilver Bark, and haves Cone; 
| the Beech 15 with her Wrede Leaves and embower- 


- a | ing 


* That whitiſh-kind of Down, which ſhags the putre- 
3 Pickle; which incruſts the Surface of ſome cor- 
rupted Liquors; and conſtitutes what we call Mouldineſ 


vis really a Cluſter of little Plants. Each has a Root and 
A 2 Each ſpreads its Branches, and en Seed 


een ; 


Nash cane 7 8 exilemgue Corenam, + 
- Frondglque, Fruftumgue gerit, velut ardua Quercus. 


1 The N, the Beetz, and ſuch like Trees, are called 
in Hebrew, 5m Ha. vii. 19. Which Word is ren- 
3 bur T think very improperly, Buben. It b 

| figniſies 


— 


E 
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ing Shade; are ſtately Decorations of our rural 
Seats. But, if there were no intangling Thickets, no 
prickly - Thorns, where would the Farmer procure 
Fences, ſo cloſely wattled, or ſo ſtrongly armed“? 
How could He guard the Scene of his Labours, or 
ſecure his vegetable Wealth, from the Flocks and 


the Herds ? Thoſe roving Plunderers, which accede 
to no Treaty, but that of forcible Reſtraint ; ſubmit 


to no Laws, but thoſe of the coercive Kind, 
| Moſt People are fond of the Purſlane's fleſhy 


Leaves, and the ramified Fatneſs of the Brocoli: the 


Potato's mealy Orbs, and the Lentile's ſucculent 
Pods. We ſpare no Toil, We grudge no Expence, 
to have them flouriſh in our Gardens, and ſerved up 
at our Tables —But there arè innumerable Herbs, 

which 


A N the grand and moſt admired Plants. It is intend- 
ed as a Contraſt to the coarſe and deſpicable Thorns, 
mentioned in the preceding Clauſe. And both taken 
together expreſs all Sorts of Trees, from the towering 
Cedar to the groveling Strub. 
Something to this Purpoſe is hinted in the Prophecy 
of Iſaiah, by Mw) YDW NRV Terriculamentum Sentium & 
Vejrium : The Terror of Thorns and Briars. Meanin 
thoſe ſharp and ragged Mounds, with which Vineyards, 
Corn-fields, and other cultivated Spots, were uſually in- 
cloſed. Which deterred the moſt adventurous Cattle from 
forcing, or attempting to force, a Paſſage.—The Words 
are ſomewhat obſcure, and have been greatly miſunder- 
ſtood. But, thus interpreted, they afford an eaſy Senſe, 
and perfectly coincide with the Context. Implying, 


That Places, formerly fenced about with Abundance of 


Care, ſhould lie open, and expoſed to every wander- 
* ing Foot. That Tillage ſhould be diſcontinued ; 
and the whole Country degenerate into a confuſed, 


« diſorderly Waſte ; without either the Diſtributions of 


Property, or the Improvements of Induſtry.” J. 
vii. 25. Vid, VITRING, ia bc. 8 
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which paſs under the contemptible Character of 
Feeds ; and yet are altogether as deſirable to many 
Clafles of Creatures, as theſe culinary Gifts to Man- 
Rind. Who ſhall be at the Pains to plant, to water, 
to cultivate, ſuch deſpicable Productions? Man 
would rather extirpate, than propagate, theſe Incum- 
branees of his Acres. Therefore Providence vouch- 
ſaſes to be their Gardener, Providence has wrought 
off their Seeds into ſuch a Lightnefs of Subſtance, 
that they are carried abroad with the Undulations of 
the Air. Or, if too heavy to be wafted by the 
Breeze, they are faſtened to Wings of Down, which 
facilitate their Flight. Or elſe, are incloſed in 2 
ſpringy Caſe ; which, forcibly burſting, ſhoots and 
fpreads them on every Side.—By fome ſuch means, 
the reproducing Principle is diſſeminated; the uni- 
verſal Granary is filled; and the univerſal Board fur- 
nifhed, The buzzing Inſect, and the creeping 
Worm, have each his Bill of Fare, Each enjoys 
a never-failing Treat, equivalent to our fineſt Ve- 
niſcn, or to the Fat of Kidneys of Wheat... 

ES 2*il 1 "Aa 


* 


*. The Fat of Kidneys of Wheat, Deut. xxxii. 14. A 
Sentence, rich with Elegance]! Such as would have 
ſhone in Pindar, or been admired by Longinauw. Vet, . 
believe, its principal Beauty conſiſts, in an Alluſion to 2 
remarkable Jou;/5 Rite. In every Sacrifice, the Fat of 
the Kidneys was, as the moſt delicious Part of the 
Victim, ſet apart for GOD, and conſumed on his 
Aar. Here, even the comman People were treated 
tike the DEITY. They lay under no Reſtraint, either 
from the divine Probibicion, ar the Scarcity of the 
Grain. Bur were copiouſly ſupplied, and freely _ 
themſeJves with the choice/? Sneft Part of this firſt and beſt 


of Vegetables. 


* 
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As the Seeds of ſome Plants are moſt artfully ſcat- 
tered abroad, when ripe; the Seeds of others are 
moſt carefully guarded, till they come wo Maturity; 
and, by both Contrivances, every Species is not 
barely preſerved, but in a manner eternized.—Some 
are lodged in the Center of a large Pulp; which is, 
at once, their Defence, and their Nouriſhment. 
This We find exemplified in the tafteful Apple, 
and the juicy Pear,—Some, beſides the ſurrounding 


Pulp, are incloſed in a thick Shell, hard and impene- 


trable as Stone. We cannot pluck and eat one of 


thoſe downy Peaches, or incrimſoned Nectarines, 


which ſo beautifully emboſs the Wall, without find- 
ing a Proof of this Precaution.—Caſt your Eye upon 
the Walnuts, which ſtud the Branches of that ſpread- 
ing Tree, Before theſe are gathered, the Increaſe of 
the Cold, and the Emptineſs of the Gardens, will 
ſharpen the Appetite of the Birds. To ſecure the 
fine Kernel from the Depredations of their buſy aſ- 
failing Bills, it is fortified with a ſtrong [ncloſure of 
Wood, and with the Addition of a diſguſtful . 
Rind. 

If Graſs was as ſcarce as the Guernſey- Lily; or as 
diffcultly raiſed as the delieate Tuberoſe; how 
certainly, and how ſpeedily, muft many Millions of 
Quadrupeds periſh with Famine ! Sinee all the Cat- 


tle owe their chief Subſiſtence to this Vegetable, by 
a fingular Beneficence in the Divine Oeconomy, it - 


 watteth not, like the Corn- field and the Garden-bed, 
for the annual Labours of Man *. When once 


ſown, though ever ſo frequently croped, it * 
; | WI 
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with the returning Seaſon, and' flouriſhes in a kind of 
perennial Verdure. It covers our Meadows; diffuſes 
itſelf over the Plains; ſprings. up in every Glade of 
the Foreſt; and ſpreads a nen br me moſt ſe· 
queſtered Nook. _ 1659 
Since the Nutriment of Vegetables dee 
les hid under the Soil, or floats up and down in the 
Air: beneath, they plunge their Roots * into the 
Ground, and diſpeiſe every Way their fibrous Suckers, 
to explore the latent, and attract the proper Nouriſh- 
ment: above, they expand a Multitude of Leaves “, 
mich, like fo many open Mouths, catch the Kai 
as they fall; imbibe the Dews as they diſtil; and 
tranſmit them, through their nice Orifices, to the 
W of the n or the Lobes of the * 


1 have h! upon 5 nſenfible Creatibia; 3. and 
be out the Care of a condeſcending Providence, 
exerciſed over theſe loweſt Formations of N _ 

The animal World, Theron, falls to your Share. 


is yours to deſcant upon thoſe higher Orders of * 
ence; and ſhew Us the Goodneſs of GOD, ex- 


tending its indulgent Regards to chem and. their In- 
tereſts; as tenderly, as officiouſly, aa Her ſpreac- 
ein her Wings 4 over her infant Brod. 


\ Ther. The Subject is in good Hands. "900 Part 
| Janna he's 1 r e ert the «fiſh 


1 N and 
'F * 4 #3 4 8 * , - x 127 «4% 


t \ ng AST 
e 54155 


2 2 » Job Hoſt beautifully Maas to cee two 22 
of vegetable Fertility; My Root was ſpread out by the . 
7 164 and the Dew lay all Night * my Branch. Joh 
ix. 
OP This ſeems to be the Image uſed by the Plabnif, 
Pal. cxlv. 9. And a'nipit amiable Image, as well as 2 
moſt piQure:que Repreſentation, 1 B. - 
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and there will be no Occaſion 0 wiſh for: a new 
Speaker. As to myſelf I have' very litde Inclination; 
to qr? But I have an Ear open e er to. 
your Diſcoutſe. | | H 35 
Asp. Lou put me in ming of we Philoſopher, 

who preſumed to read a Lecture on the Art of War, 
in the Preſence of Hunnibal. But his Impertinence 
was voluntary, mine is con Hr ained. Since You injoin 
me this Office, let Us paſs-from the vegetable, to 
the animal World. Here, We ſhall find no Tribe, 
no Individual neglected. The ſuperior Claſſes want 


no Demonſtration of their excellent Accotyplifhments. i 


At the firſt Glimpſe, they challenge our - Approba- 


ionoble Forms of animated Exiſtenge, are moſt 
wiſely circumſtances, and moſt ond accmmo- 
date. 


is ſure to ſupply them with a Stock of Proviſion, 
ſufficient both for themſelves; and their increaſing 
Families.— The Sheep yean, when there is a Profu- 


ſion of nutrimental Herbagr on the Soil, to fill their 


Udders, and create Milk for. their Lambs. The 
Birds lay their Eggs, and hatch their Young, When 
Myriads of new- born, tender Inſects ſwarm, on every 
Side. 80 that che Caterer, whether, it be., the male 
or female Parent, needs only to alight on the 
Ground, or make a little Excurſion. into the Air; 


and they find a Feaſt ready dreft, and all at. free 


Coſt, for the.clamant Mouths at home. 3 
Their Love to. their Offspring, while they con- 


tinue in a belpleſs State, is invincibly ſtrong. Whereas, 
the very Moment they are able to ſhift for them 


EE ſelves; 


tion z they command our Applauſe. Even the more 


They all generate in that particular Sezen which | 
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ſolves ; when the parental Affection would be at. 
tended with much Solicirude, and productive of no 
Advantage; it vaniſbes, as though it had never been. 
Ehe Hen which marches at the Head of her little 
Brood, would fly in the Eyes of a Maſtiff, or even 
encounter a Lion, in their Defence. Yet, within 
a few Weeks, ſhe abandons her Chickens to the wide 
World; and not fo much as knows them any more, 
If the GOD of //-ael inſpired Bezaleel and Abo- 
liab with Wiſdom, and Under/landing, and Know- 
lage in all Manner of Workmanfhip : the GOD of 
Nature has inſtructed the wild and warbling Inhabi- 
tants of the Bough. — The Sill, with which they 
ere& their Houſes, and adjuſt their: Apartments, is 
inimitable. - The Caution, with which' they ſecrete 
their Abodes from the ſearching Eye, or intruding 
Foot, is admirable. No General, though fruitful in 
Expedients, could plan a moyg 
No Architect, with his Rule and Line, could: build 
ſo commodious a Lodgment.— Ge the moſt cele- 


brated Artificer the ſame Materials, which theſe 


weak and unexperiericed Creatures uſe.” Let à Jones, 
or a De Moire, have only ſome rude Straws or "97 
Sticks; a few Bits of Dirt, or Seraps of Hair; 
forry Lock of Wool, or a coarſe Sprig of Mos; 


and what Works, fair WA: Drfieacy, or fit for 100 | 


vice, could they produce? Etre 
We extol' be Comment; ee how te 
take Advantage of the Ground: who can make the 


Sun and Wind fight for Him, as well as his Troops: 
aun, by every Circumſtance, embarraſſes the Forces 
; 115 of 


» Exod. x a2 18 


artſul Conceahnent. | 


of the Enemy, but expedites the Action, and advan- 
ces the Succeſs of his 6wn, Does not this Praiſe be- 
long to our feathery Leaders? Who pitch their Tent, 
or (if You pleaſe) fix their penſile Camp, on the 
dangerous Branches, that wave aloft in the Air, or 
dance over the Eddies of the Stream. By which 
judicious Diſpoſition, the vernal Gales rock their 
Cradle, and the murmuring Waters lull their Young: 
while both concur to terrify the Shepherd, and keep 
the School-Boy at a trembling Diftance.—Some hide 
their little Houſhold from View, amidſt the Shelter 
of intangled Furze. Others remove it from Reach, 


in' the Center of a thorny Fhicket. And, by one 


Stratagem or another, they are generally as ſecure 
and unmolgſted, in their feeble Habitations; as the 
Foxes, which intrench themſelves deep in the Earth ; 
or as the Conies, which retire to the Rock "for 
their * Citadel. 

If the Swar has large foreping Wings, and a co- 


pious Stack of Feathers, to ſpread aver her callow 


Brood; the. Wren makes up by Contrivance, what 
is deficient in her Bulk.—Small as ſhe is, ſhe in- 
tends + to bring * and will be obliged to nurſe 


Fits 


WY en > S pihe. 418.40 3 
+ Hhaſlo has ventured 00 fay, She ieitend;=—And one is 
Amel tempted to think, from the e which the 
little Creature makes, chat She had really ſet down, and 
counted ted the be e concerted her Scheme. As 
wigs with Herſelf —T mall lay. 
„ but near a Score. From theſe 
| al 4 Aouſe foll of Young. But how 
* ſhall I have Warmth (unleſs Art ſupply, what Nature 
has denied) ſufficient to hatch the Embrios, or cheriſk 


= =o Infants ?“ — The Truth, 1 OI is; That in all 


her 


- 
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up, à very numerous Iſſue. Therefore, with the 
correQeſt Judgment She deſigns, and with indefati- 
gable Aſſiduity finiſhes, a Neſt proper for her Pur. 
poſe. It is a neat Rotund; lengthened into an Oval; 
- bottomed and vaulted with a regular Concave. To 
preſerve it from Rain, it has ſeveral Coatings of 
Mob: to defend it from Cold, it bas but one Win- 
dow, and only a ſingle Door: to render it both ele. 
gant and comfortable, it has Carpets and Hangings of 
the fineſt ſofteſt Down.—By the Help of this curious 
- Maoſion, our little Lady becomes the Mother of 
Multitudes. The vivifying Heat of her Body is, 
during: the Time. of Incubation, excecdingly aug- 
- mented.. Her Houſe is like an Oven, and greatly 
aſſiſts in hatching her Young. Which no. ſooner 
burſt the Shell, than they find themſelves ſcreened 
from the Annoyance of the Weather; and moſt 
agrecably repoſed, amidſt the en of a Palace, 
and the Warmth of 2 Bagvio. 


Perhaps, We have been accuſtomed to look upon 
the Inſects, as ſo many rude Scraps of Creation, and 
to rank them amongſt the Refuſe of Things. 
Whereas, if We'examine them, without Prejudice, 
and with a little Attention, they will appear ſome of 
the moſt poliſhed Pieces of divine Workmanſhip.— 
TIER wha NOS we Finery. 

fi] 02 apron 
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ber . bosch a i circum YR She 
acts, She knows not what. Only 575 what eternal 
Wiſdom knows to be neceſſary, and, what { All-conde- 
OPS, Goodneſs We her to perform. ne 
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Their Eyes are an Aſſemblage *. of Microſcopes ; 
' whoſe Mechaniſm is inconceivably nice, and finiſhed 
in the higheſt Perfection. Their Dreſs has all the 
Variety and Luſtre of Colours: it is ſet with an 
Arrangement of the moſt brilliant Gems; and hor» 
dered with Fringes richer far than the | moſt coſtly 
Silks, Their Vings are the fineſt Expanſions ima- 


zinable : Cambric is mere Canvaſs, and Lawn is 


coarſe as Sack- cloth, compared with thoſe inimitable 
Webs. The Caſes, which incloſe their Wings, glit- 


ter with the mbſt gloſſy Varniſh; are ſcooped into 


ornamental Flutings; are ſtudded with radiant Spots; 
ot pinked with elegant Holes. Not any among them 


but are equiped with Weapons, or endued with 


Dexterity, which qualify them to ſeize their Prey; 


or eſcape their Foe; to diſpatch the Buſineſs of their 


reſpectiye Station, and enjoy the Pleaſures of theit 
particular Condition; 2 | 


Vo ll. III. | 8 W Non 


* The common Fü, for inſtance. Who is ſurroundell 
with a Multitude of Dangers, and has neither Strength 
to reſiſt her Enemies, nor . a Place of Retreat to ſecure 
Herſelf. For which Reaſon, She had need to be very 
vigilant, and always apon her Guard. Yet her Head is 
ſo fixed, that it is ineapable of turtiing, in order to oh- 


ſerve what paſſes, either behind ar arognd-her.—Provi- 


dence therefore, ſurpriſingly wiſe in its Contrivances, 
and equally bountiful in it; Gifts, has fufniſted her, not 
barely with a Retinue, but with more than a Legion of 
Eyes. Inſomuch, that a ſiügle Fly is ſuppoſed to be 
Miſtreſs of no leſs than eight thouſand. Every one of 
which is lined with a diſtin. optic Nerve.-=By means 
of this coſtly and amazing Apparatus, the little Crea- 
ture ſees on every Side, with the utmoſt Eaſe and wit 

inſtantaneous Speed; even without any Motion of the 
Eye, or any Flection of the Neck. - Bo. 


W 
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Now Tam in a talking Humour; give me leave to 
eeſedidte the Endowments, and aſſert the Honours of 
Thy pany Clients. Yet, not fo much to ſupport their 
Credit, as to magnify their all-gracious C'R EA- 
TOR.—What ? If the Elephant is diſtinguiſhed by 
a huge Proboſers ? His meaneſt Relations of the rep- 
wwe Line, are furniſhed with curious Antennæ; re- 
Markable, if not for their enormous Magnitude, 
yet for their ready Flexibility, and acute Senſation. 
By which they explore their Way, even in the dark- 
Et Road: they diſcover and avoid, whatever might 
defile their neat Apparel, or endanger their tender 
Lives. 
Every one Samen ö FA inajeſtic Creature the 
Hirſe; his 'graceful Head, and ample Cheſt ; his 


arching Neck, and flowing Mane; his cleanly 


turned Limbs, and finely adjuſted Motions. With 
extraordinary Agility, He flings Himſelf over the 
Ditch ; and with a rapid Career, pours. Himſelf * 

through the Plain. With unwearied Application, 


He carries his Rider from one End of the Country to 
another; and with undaunted Bravery, ruſhes into 


the fieiceft Ripe, and amidft the thickeſt Havock of 
the. Battle. Vet, the Graſbopper ſprings with a 
Bound, altogether as briſk, if not more impetuous 
«=Fhe Ant, in proportion to its Size, is equally 
vimble; equally ſtrong; and will climb Precipices, 


Which che n ee Courſe dares not attempt 
oe: | | | to 


"I e Ber his is Fereniah's beautiful and ex- 


s been ambitious to imitate ; 


— — Carcere. 
® * ö 

4 * 
3 


refive Phraſe, 5199 dw * vili. 6. Which Virgil 


eſt Fiſh, which ſculks at the Bottom of the River.— — 
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to ſcale; —If the Snail is flower in her Motions, She 
is under no neceflity of treading back the Ground, 
which She has paſſed. Becauſe, her Houſe is a Part 
of her travelling Equi end whenever She depatesy 
She is ſtill under ber on Roof; neee 
removes, is always at Home. 

The Eagles tis true, is privileged. em Piniotis; 
that out: ſtrip the Wind. Elevated on which, 'She 
looks down on all that ſoars; ard ſees fl ying Olovds, 
and fraining Wings, far below. Her optic "Nerve 
ſo ſtrong, that it meets and ſuſtaihs' che dizzling 
Beams of Noon: her wide furveying Glance 10 Kgeh, 
that from thoſe towering Heights, it diſeerns the iat 


Vet, neither is that poor Outcaſt, the groveling 
gloomy Mole, diſregarthel by divine Prbviletics. 
cauſe ſne is tb dig a E411 in the Firth," and dwelt? 
as it were, in s a perpetuil Duiigton, tet Pi tvs 


her for Pieke ate and Spade. Her Eye, or rat 


her viſual Speck, is funk deep into à Socket, Ns 
may ſuffer no Injury from her tugged Situation :* ok 
requires but a very ſcanty Communication of "Li 
that 'ſhe may have no Reaſon to com plain of Ts 
darkling Abode. I called her- Md en Habita- 
tion a Dungeon j J and ſome "People; peihags, n Ay =: 
think it a Rabe. But 1 revoke the Expreflion. g 


yields ber all the Safety bf "a fortified fl and: al. 


tbe Delight of à decorated Gt. 

Even the Spit, though abtofred,by Mankind 74 
evidently the Care of All- ſuſtaining, 12 58 She ls 
to live upon Plünder ; to ſuppoft Me „/ trapanc 
ing the idle, inſigniftcant, Aauntering Fly. Su tably 


CO Occapation, "The polleſſes "Bop of Muti- 
2 nous 


nous Moiſture. From this ſhe ſpins a clammy Thread, 
and weaves it into a tenacious Net. Expert as any 
practiſed Sporiſman, ſhe always ſpreads. it in the moſt 


opportune Places. Senſible. that her Appearance 


proaching the Snare, when-watching for Sport, ſhe 
retires from Sight. But conſtantly keeps within Di. 
fiance, ſo as to receive the very firſt Intelligence of 
what, paſſes in the Toils ; and be ready to launch, 
without a Moment 's Delay, upon the ſtruggling 


Captive. And what is very obſervable, when Win- 
amidft the Air, foreſeeing that her Labour would be 
vain, ſhe diſcontinues ber Work, and abandons ber 
Stand. 1. 1% n 180 1 . 1 4 
I muſt by no means forget the little Monarchy, 
which inhabits. the Hiye. The Bees are to fubſiſt, 
nitr. 'Tis theirs, to earn a decent Livelihood by 
honeſt Induſtry ; not to glut themſelves with Car- 
nage, or enrich themſelves by Rapine. For which 
Reaſon, they are actuated by an invariable Inclins- 
tion to Society. They poſſeſ the trueſt Notions 
of domeſtic Oeconomy, and have enacted the wiſeſt 
Laws for political Governcment.— Their indulgent 
8 REATOR has made them a Preſent of all ne- 
rellary Implements, both for conſtructing their 


— 
1 


s, and for compoſing their Honey. T hey have 
each 2 portable Veſſel with which they bring Home 
their collected Sweets: and they haye all the moſt 
deommodious Storehouſes, in which they depoſit their 
delicious Wares.— Though made for Peace,, they 


a ** 24 ** 


up 


818 


Would create Horror, and deter the Prey from ap- 


know how te uſe the Sword, They can take 


76) » of &) '- © mh 5 VS 
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up Arms with the utmoſt Reſolution and Iatrepidity, 
when Arms are requiſite to guard their Wealth, or 
repel their Foes. Without going through a Courſe 
of Botany, they ean readily diſtinguiſh every Plant, 
which is moſt likely to yield the Materials proper for 
their Buſineſs, Without ſerving an Apprenticeſhip 
in the Laboratory, they are complete PraQtitioners, ja 
the Art of Separation and Refinement. They are 
aware, without borrowing their Information TW an 
Almanack, that the vernal' Gleams, and Summer 
Suns, continue but for a Seaſon. Mindful of th is 
Admonition'®, they improve to the utmoſt every hin- 
ing Hour; 106 lay up a Stock of balmy y Treaſures, 
ſufficient to ſupply the whole State, till the Bloſſoms 
open a-freſh, and their flowery Harveſt returns. 

Let the Peaco:# boaſt, if he pleaſes, his elegant 
Topknot and lofty Mien ; his Neck adorned with 
varying Dyes, and his Train beſpangled with a 
Round of Stars. — Vet let him know, that the de- 
ſpiſed Butterfly, and even the lothed Caterpillar, dic. 
play an Attire nd leſs ſumptuous; and wear Orna- 


ments, altogether as genteel, if not quite ſo magni». 


ficent. Does Beauty fit in State on that lordly Bird 
She ſhines in Miniature on' the valgar Inſet. Is the 
Maſter of this lower Creation, ennobled with the 


Powers of Reaſon'?' The meaneſt Claſſes of ſenſitivs 


Ea ate endued with the Faculty of Iuſtinct. 
Which gives them a Sagacity, that is neither derived 


from 2 nor waits for the Finiſhings of | 
Experience: whic | which, without a N teaches them 


7 £6," 4 * 
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 Experiuntur, & in medium puaiſta reponupte. Vine Res 
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all neseſſery Skill; and enables them without a 
Pattern; to per ſotm every needſul Operation. And, 
what is far more ſurpriſing, never miſleads them, 


4 into erroneous Principles, or pernicious Prac- 
ede fails them, is the niceſt ot mot n 
2 . NN ee 


8 5 . Sf: 
Ins "ow have — 8 me. if [ — into 
A di ferent —— and juſt viſit the watery Merld? 
Not one among the innumerable Myriads, which 
ſwim. the boundleſs Ocean, but is watched over by 
that Exalted d. Eye, whoſe. Smiles irradiate the Hea. 
ven of - ven = Not. one, but is ſupported by that 
A Klmighty Hand, wbich crowns Angels and, Arch- 
| angels with Gloty.— The condeſeending G O D, 
has not only created, but beautrfied hem. He has 
| ven the moſt ex Proportion to their Shape, the 
ayeſt Colours to their The k 
to their Scales. 
rounded with Shears 


„and a poliſhed Smooth- 
of ſame. are ſur- 
Fi Gil 37 Back of, others | is 
diveriied \ wil crimy Stains. .. * View them, when 
_ they glance along the 5 or While they are freſh 
from their pative Brine; and the burniſhed Silver 18 
not more bright, the radiant Rainbow is ſcarce more 
Flowing, than, their ig, gliſtering, gloſly Hues. F 
99 2 natvrithſtapding, the Finery of tbeir Apparel, 
We afe under painful Apprehenſrons for their Wel 
fare e low can the poor Creatures live, amidſt the 
veating Watgrs ?-—Aa, they , hays, neither ie, 
or F eet, how, can they, help the mſelves, or 
ape Wer Enemies !—We are ſoon freed from our 


"wag 'by obſerving, that' they all poſſeſs the benefi- 


1 ee e ee, Ahen 


, as NT WR cyt ph 7k 08 -" Theſe | 


DIALOGUE XV, 247 
when expanded, like Maſts above, and Ballaſt be- 


ſteadily upright. We cannot forbear congratulating 
them on the flexible Play, and vigorous Activity of 
their Tails. With which they ſhoot themſelves 
through the Paths of the Sea, more ſwiſtly than 
Sails and Oars can waft the Royal Vatch.— But we 
are loſt in Wonder, at the exquiſite Contrivance, 
and delicate Formation of their Gt. By which 
they are accommodated, even in that denſe Medium, 
with the Power of Breathing, and the Benefits of 
Reſpiration. A Piece of Mechaniſm this, indulged 
to the meaneſt of the Fry; yet ſurpaſſing, infinitely 
ſurpaſſing, in the Fineneſs of its. Structure, and the 
Felicity of its Operation, whatever is curious in the 
Works of Art, or commodious in the Palaces of 
Princes. „Ii bann - fi 
Ther. Some Perſons, Aſpaſio, have the Art of 
giving Dignity to trivial, and Spirit to jejune Topics, 
cannot but liften, with a pleaſed Attention, to your 
Diſcourſe ; though it deſcends to the Joweſt Scenes, 
and meaneſt Productions of Nature. Te make ſuch 
philoſcphical Remarks, was uſually my Province; to 
add the religious Improvement, yours. But my 
Thoughts, at preſent, are wholly taken up with 
the Conſideration of my SA V I OU R's Righteouſ- 
neſs. I can hardly turn my Views, or divert my 
Speech, to any other Subject. All thoſe amiable 
Appearances of the external Creation, which I wis 
wont to contemplate with Rapture, afford but a 
languid Entertainment to my Mind.— Till my Inte- 
reſt in this Divine REDEEMER is aſcertained, 
the Spring may bloom the Summer ſhine; and 


248 DIALOGUE XV. 


Autumn ſwell with Fruits: but it will be Winter, 
chearleſs, gloomy, deſolate Winter in my Soul. 
37". Vou ſay, Theron, You attended to my cur- 
Hints. Then, your own ſuperior Diſcernment 
could not but perceive, how every Part of the exte- 
rior World is adjuſted, in the moſt excellent and 
gracious Manner. Not the coarſe Piece of inactive 
Matter, but bears the Impreſs of its MAK ERS 
faſhioning Skill. —Not a ſingle Creature, however 
inſignificant, but exhibits evident Demonſtrations of 
is providential Care. His Hand is liberal, profuſe- 
1. un og to all that breathes, and al that has a 


Let me addy: e to introduce. this Queſtion, 
with the greater Propriety; to give it a more forcible 
Energy on our Minds; was che principal Deſign of 
the preceding Remarks Let me aſk ; Does GOD 
take Care fer Oxen*? Is He a pengrous Bene- 
factor to the meaneſt Animals, to the loweſt Rep- 
tiles? Are his munificent Regards extended farther 
mill, and vouchſafed even to the moſt worthleſs Ve- 
getables ? And ſhall they be with- held from You, 
my dear Friend, and ſrom me ?-—Nat one among 
all the numberleſs Productions, which tread the 


Ground, or ftand- raoted: to the Soil, wants any - 


Convenience, that is proper. for its reſpeQiye State. 
And will his beavenly FATHER deny Theron, 
hat is ſo-neceſfary to his preſent Comfort, and bis 
TE ga net E 
. 

9 i * A 1 Cor. * 


* 1 know not how to 5 Liar 8 d, 
— wan which contains b Pe- 
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Ther. I wiſh for, but I can hardly hope to partake 
of, that ſpiritual Blefling ; which always included 
my whole Mapping; and now n my whole 
Concern, 

Aſp. Net hope' to partake if 1==What Foundaticn, 
what Shadow of Pretence, has this deſponding Tem- 
per, either in Reaſon,” or in Seripture? Is it not 
evident from the whole Book of Revelation? Is it 
not apparent, through the whole Compaſs of Nature? 
That the Almighty LORD, * who governeth the 
« World with the Palm of his Hand *,” is remote, 
infinitely remote, from a niggardly Diſpoſition. He 
not only provideth for the Wants, but even ſatisfith 
the Defire of every living Thing +. . 

Conſider thoſe ſtately Poppies, which are now 
. ſan principal Canon of the I They have 


poſal for adapting natural Philoſophy to * Capacity of 
Children. Wiſhing, at the ſame time, that the i ng enious 
Author would inlarge his Sketch into a Treatiſe; and 
execute the Plan, which He has ſo judiciouſly projected, 
and of which He has given Us ſo delicate a Specimen. 
After ſome Remarks on the Sagacity of Birds, their 
Induſtry, and other ſurpriſi 5 Properties, He adds; 


« —Is it for Birds, O LOR — Thou haſt joined 
« . ſo many Miracles, which they have no Know- 

of? Is it for Men who give no Attention to 
+ them ? Is it for the Curious, who are ſatisfied with 
| © admiring, without raiſing their Thoughts to Thee ? 
“Or is it not rather viſible, that thy Deſign has been 
to call Us to thyſelf, by ſuch a Spectacle? To make 
Us ſenſible of thy Providence and infinite Wiſdom ; 


« and to fill Us with Confidence, in thy 4 {te who 


% watcheſt, with fo much Care and Tendern over 
“ Birds, though twa of them are ſold but for a Far- 
by thing »& 

2 Ecclus. xvili. 3. 8 1 Pfal. cxlr. 16. 
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| 75 Tongue 140! nee whe leaſt "oy ven the 
zyer-gracious. MAKER R, clothes them from his 
on Wardrobe, and decks them with exquiſue 
Beauty. Obſerve the young Ravens, which ſit care- 
| leſly een on vonder Bougks. Do they cry * for 
Food f It is ia hoarſe unarticulate Accents. Vet 
the all- - ſupporting; GON, oyerlocks their Ignorance; 

bears Meaning in their Noiſe; and ſupplies their 
| every: Need, from, bis on ſpontanebus Bounty. — 
IH He accommodates the former, though incapable 
of aſking; if He attends to the latter, though inſen- 
ſible of their Bencfactor; can He diſregard our pret- 
bay: Wants? Will He rejeci our earneſt Petitions! 
Elpeciaſly, when We ſeek ſuch pare and exalted 
Gilts, 6 it is both bis Delight 2nd. his Honour to 
beſtow. 

O] my Fiend, look abroad into 8 Nature, 
and look away every diſqu: eting Thought. 

© Ther, Did You inquire what Pretence I have for 
this deſponding Femper? Alas! I have more than 

a Pietence. I have a Reafon. A Reaſon 50 ob: 
vious my great Unworthinefs | + 

Aſp: Pray, where was the Worthineſs of the ff 
necked. Tfraciites ? Vet the LORD tare them, and 
carried them, all the Days of eld t. Where was the 
MWorbinef of Saul the Blaſphemer ? Yet the bleſſed 
FES Ss made Him a choſen Veſſel, and ſet Him as 
2 Sigbet On. his Right hand.—You. deſerve nothing 
at the Hand of GOD our SAVIOUR. Neither did 
Jeeps Brethren deſerve any Kindneſs from the 
es of . Vet be RE ee from Fa- | 
HK & 697 - L: £6 IRS. 13:04) 8 1457-; e 
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mine, who ſold Him to Slavery. He ſettled them 
in the choiceſt; Territoties, who caſt Him into the 
horrible Pit. He ſhewed Himſelf a Friend and a 
Father to thoſe unnatural Relations; who, were his 
actual Betrayers, and his intentional Murderers.— 
And can Vou perſuade yourſelf, will Vou harbour a 
Suſpicion, that GHRIST is leſs compaſſionatè than 
Joſeph? Shall a frail Mortal out- .ie E MMANUEE 
in Beneficence ? | (is 4: Sch nt emit CHA 
Ther, Is not ſome Righteouſneſs of our own in- 


diſpenſibly required, in order to our Particlpatl6t of | 


the Righteouſneſs of C HRI& TT 

Aſp. Yes, ſuch a. Righteouſneſs as the — 
Woman“, and Zaccheus the Publican poſſeſſed. Or 
ſuch as the Philippian Jailor, and the profligate Co- 
rinthians might boaſt f. Zaccheus was a Man of in- 
famous Character, and Chief among the Extortion- 
ers. The Jailor was a barbarous Perſecutor, and in 
Purpoſe a Self: murderer. Vet our LORD ſays of the 
farmer, This Day, without injoining any Courſe of pre- 
vious Preparation, is Salvation come 10 thine Howſe f. 


St. Paul directs the latter, without inſiſtiug upon any 
antecedent Righteouſneſs, to believe on the LORD 


JESUS CHRIST; and aſſures the poor alarmed 
dinner, that in ſo doing, He ſhould. be ſaved, - | 

So that nothing is required, in order to our Parti- 
cipation of C H RIS T and his Benefits, but a Con- 


viction of our Need, a Senſe of their Worth, and ; 


a Willingneſs to receive them in the appointed Way: 
receive them, as the freeſt of Gifts, or as Matter of 


mere > Grace, | | . and take fr 1 is our M A- 


8 TER 
* John i iv. 18. ti Cor. v vi. 9, 10. t Luke 
Ax. 9. P Acts xvi. 31. es Rev. xxii. 17. 
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SEN. Language; without ſtaying to acquire 
any graceful Qualities; is his Meaning. 
Tr. Surely, to come without any Holineks, 
without. any decent Preparative,” muſt be a groſs 
Indignity to the Divine ESD. Whoever preſents 
" Petition to any earthly Sovereign, will think it ab- 
utehy neceſſary, not to appear in a flovenly De- 
— wurh lefs in filiby Raicent. Does not our 
LORD Himſelf, in the Parable of the Wedding 
Garment, inculcate this very jak, and caution Us 
againſt a preſuripmous Approach ? 

- Aſp. In the Parable You'mention. CH R IST is 
both the Bridegroom, the Feaſt, and the Wedding- 
Garment *. And who are invited to an Union with 


this Bridegroom ? To be Gueſts at this Feaſt? To 


be arrayed with this Wedding-Garment ? — The 
Meſſengers are ſenty-not- te the Manſtonchouſes of 
the Rich, or the Palaces of the Mighty | 3 but to the 
High- m and Hedges. Where Miſery mourns; 
and Poverty pines; and Baſeneſs hides her Head. 
To whore is their Meſſage addreſſed ? To the Poor, 
the Maimed, the Halt, the Blind +. Perſons who 
have no amiable” or recommending Endowments, 
but every lotheſome and diſeufiful Property. Yet theſe 
(mark the Paſlage, my dear Friend; mark well the 
encobraging Circumſtance) theſe are not only not 


forbidden, but intreated—importuned—and,' by all 


e Arts of Perſuaſion, by every weighty or winning 
; W compelled 1 ns: ORG ep. all this, 
12590080 ap . PHY ' furely, 


we —4 oy Te „ ar oft 7 itia CHxTSTI 
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ſurely, it cannot be an Act of Preſumption to accept, 
but muſt be za" moe of yy to reſuſe the . 
tation. iin 1 2 17. 

Ther, You: take 0 notice of the Man, hea 
found without a Wedding Garment. Which is by 
far the moſt alarming Incident, and a NG * 
me no ſmall Unęaſineſss. 

Ab. Aud does my Theraz take; proper | Notice, of 
the Divine Declaration? 1 hove prepared be oo 
fays.the K IN G eternal. Al Things are rauch *. 

« Whatever is neceſſary for: the Juſtification, — 
« Holineſsf the complete Salvation of Sinners, is 


« provided ,in_the Merit andi the Grace of my 
48 ON. Let them come therefore, as to a nup- 
« tial Banquet; and freely enjoy my Munificence 3 


« and feaſt their Souls with the royal Proviſion.” 

The Man without àa Wedding: Garment, denotes 
the ſpeciou ſuperficial Profeſſor; who is called by 
CHRIS s Name; but has never put an CHRIST 
JESUS by Faith. — Shall I tell You mote plainly 
whom this Character repreſents ? You yourſelf; my 
dear Theron, was ſome Months ago, in the State of 
this unhappy Creature. When You truſted in Your- 
ſelf, and thought highly of your own, thought mean- 
ly. of your, 84 VIOU R's Righteouſneſs... 

I congratulate my Friend, on his happy Delivers 
ance from ſo dangerous a Condition. You and 1 


are now. like he's returning Prodigal. Let us re- 
member, that He came with no Recommendation, 


either of Dreſs, of Perſon, or of Character. None 
but bis Nakedneh, his ee and an Acknow- 
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ledgment: of Vileneſs, which had every aggravating, 

not ohe extenuating Cireumſtance. Vet He was re- 

ceived received with inexpreſſible Indulgence; and 

dothed with that firſt, that B/, that divineſt Robe ®, 
. the Righteodſneſs of 7E SVS CHRIST. 

Let Us aecuſtom Out ſelves to conſider this incom- 
| parable Robe, under its evan ical Charakter. It 
is not à Matter of Bargain, nor the Subject of 12 

bur a Deed of Gift. The Gft ef Rig hefe, fays 
the Apoſtle: And Uifts, We al how, Arernot to 
WePurebafet 'but r Usb. 

Tper. Is nothing chen, nothing to be dende n bur 

4 Pan — tot be exertiſed? 
No Victory over dur Luſts gained 0 No Fruits of 
danctification produced?) 5 Dan f mupnel | 
App. Theſe legal Apprenenſt ons 1'H&wi cloſely | 

they cleave to my Thie Mind . But, I pe, the b 
Word of GOD, Which pierceth to the dividing 
aſunder the Soul and Spirit, Will give the "ſevering 
Blow.—And what fays that ſacred Word f It de- 
paths the Goſpel, as: OW ep pr and 
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throu h the Scriptures, but onfpicuous Hel in 
their ale Page ——Wikat 5 Tux Orp 
and TRE SD FRIFOP AD Ten —What.isa Teſtament ? 
An authentic Dee d, in 1 Eſtates are. tranſmitted, and 
Legacies be ueathed.. other Teſtar ents, fome earthly 
PoſſeTon 33h this; the! heteventy Patrimony; even all the 
Riches of. Stun! and the 7 of 8 


Glory. — Did we conſider the Scriptares.in this Light, it 
would be a moft engaging Invitation, to ſearch them 


with Afiiduity and Pleaſure. What Child is willing to 5 
continue ignorant of a deceaſed.Parent's laſt Will and 10 
Teſtament! Who does not covet to know, what Ho- a 


\ | ngurs, 
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all its glorious Blrflings, as Legadies bequeathed by 
the dying F&9 U8;—When your old Acquaintance 
Charicles, leſt You a handſome Legacy; what did 
yo da, to e . I and m it e 
own n!? 

Ther. My Title \ was pic-eflabliſhed, hs Fut 
Donati T had nothing e LOnER lain 9 
accept, and to poſſeſs. Isen 

Aſp. Do the very ſame, in Heede Cale: ;They 
who believe, are (Heirs, undoubted Heim of the 
Righteouſneſs which is by Faith . gute you eamnot 
ſuppoſe, that CHRIS T's Kindneſs is Teſs ſincere, 

or that CHRIS T's Donations are leſs valid, aha 
thoſe of an (earthly: Teſtator. 

Ther, This IIluſtration hardly Wehe the Point. 
I ſpeak. not of doing auy thing, by way of Merit, 
but by way of Qualification. 

Asp. If there be any Qualification, I ching it is 
our extreme Indigence. This, indeed, ir will be 
proper to have: and this, I preſume, you are not 
without. Other Qualification, neither LIN 
ſeribes, nor Scripture requires. 1 SIS 

Reaſon preſcribes no other. — The Gifts: of the grear 
eternal S OV-EREIGN are intended, not to re- 
cognize our imaginary Worth, but to aggrandize our 
Views of his Mercy and Grace. To anſwer ſurb 
Deſign, the Unworthy and the Sinners are duly 
qualified; nay, are the on qualified Perſons. 

Seripture requires no other. The ever: merciful 
SAVIOUR _ not; They are unqualified for 


nours, Hereditaments, and Wealth devolve to his En- 


joyment, by 1 an intereſting and venerable Convey- 
ance ? 
N * Heb. : 3 7. 
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my Merits. They have no valuable br noble Acquire- 
ments. But this is his tender Complaint; They wil 


not come o me, juſt as they are; with all their Sins 
about them ; with all their Guilt upon them; that 


they may have Life . — Pray, take notice of this 


Text; and you will ſee Things plated in a new 
Light, ranged in à new Order. Sanctiſication, 
Heavenly -mindedneſs, and a Victory over our Luſts, 
are not ſo much the Qualities whick He as as 
the Blefings which He will confer; - 

Der. The Unworthy and Sinnefs, the on 


4, gabi“ Of this Expfeton 1 catinot but take | 


particular Notice. —Then Judat ſhould: ſtand in the 
firſt Rank of qualified Perſons; and the devout 


Centurion, whoſe: Prayers and Alms bad come up as a 


Memorial before G Gamer - l for 
the Favour of Heaven. 5 

A. If you obſerved my anion: I poke! in the 
hypothetical Manner. Made a Suppoſition, rathet 


than advanced an Aſſertion-. / there be any Quali- 


fication,. this .is the only one. Zut, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, there is no ſuch Thing. The impulſive or in- 
clining Cauſe, of al; G O D's Favour ſhewn, of all 
.SOD's rah. exerciſed, is from the Creature? 
No; 

| 1 not becauſe this or that Perſon is amiable, is 
meet, or qualified, but becauſe he will have Mercy.— 
And as for our Need of Mercy and Reconciliation, 
atiſing from our Sinfulneſs, this can no more conſti- 
tute à real Qualification for the Bleflings, than an 


Act of Rebellion carr gaudy for the firſt Honours 
of * State. 


lohn v. 40. 


but from Himſelf, Himſelf alone. He bar 


Bur 


, +, ed ANY gud 


d; 
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But this We muſt allow, that ſuch Need, ſuch 
Miſery, ſuch Sinfulneſs, illuſtrate the Freenefs, and 
manifeſt the Riches of Grace, And this We ſhould 
never forget, that GO D's firſt and leading Purpoſe, 
in all his favourable Diſpenſations to fallen Man, is, 
to demonſtrate the Sovereignty, and advance the 
Glory of his Grace. The LORD, promiſing a 


very extraordinary Deliverance to T/rael, ſays; not 


for your Sakes, be it known unto Yon, do I this * ſig- 


nal Act of Kindneſs. —W hat then is the Inducement ? 
We find it in the following Declaration; J, even 1 
am H E, that blotteth out your Tranſgreſſions for my 


own Sake +, and according to the good Pleaſure of my 
Will. — What is the End of all? It is FOR THE 


PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF HIS GRACE. 


A proper Motto this, for all the Diſplays of divine 
Goodneſs to ſinful Men. It has been infcribed by 
the Hand of Truth and Inſpiration. Time and Eter- 
nity, inſtead of eraſing the Lines, will only ſtamp 
them deeper, and open them wider. | 
Ther. This is ſuch a Gift To be intereſted in 
all the Merits of CHRIST! To have his imma- 
culate Righteouſneſs imputed to my Soul !—So that 
from henceforth there ſhall be no Fear of Condem- 


nation, but a comfortable Enjoyment of freeſt Love, 


and a delightful Expectation of completeft Glory! 
Vor. III. i Aſp. 


* Ezek. xxxvi. 32. 
+ Jh. xliii. 25. 29yD5 For my own Sake. Which teaches 
Us, that GOD, and nothing in the Creature, is the ori- 
ginal, intire, ſole Cauſe of all Grace and every gracious 
Vouchſafement. It is not only by Him, and zthrougs 
Him, bat 7 Him; for the Honour of his benign Per- 


» @#@ions, that We are pardoned, accepted, ſaved. 


t Eph, 1. 
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Aſp. If this rich Donation, ſurpaſs your very 


Thoughts, and fill You with grateful Aſtoniſhment; 
it is ſo much the better adapted to diſplay, what the 


Scripture very emphatically ſtyles, the abundant, the 
fuperabundant, the exceeding abundant * Grace of our 


GOD.—G OD hath Pleaſure in the Proſperity of 
his Servants. He is a boundleſs Ocean of Love; 
ever flowing, yet abſolutely inexhauſtible. See ! 
What an innumerable Variety of Benefits, are tranſ- 
mitted from-yonder Sun, to gladden all the Regions 
of Nature! Yet the Sun is but a Spark ; its higheſt 
Splendor, no more than a Shade; its uninterrupted 
and moſt profuſe Communications of Light, a poor 
diminutive Scantling; compared with the Riches of 
Divine Benignity. 

The Servant in the Parable, who owed ten thou- 
fand Talents, craved only ſome merciful Forbearance, 


Whereas, his generous Lord remitted the whole Sum, 


and gave him an Acquaintance in full; 7 forgave 
Thee all that Debt $.—You wonder, and very deſerv- 


edly, at ſuch vaſt Generoſity. But, what had been 


your Admiration to ſee the noble Maſter admitting 
this obnoxoius Slave, to a Share in his Dignity ? 
What if he had made fo worthleſs a Wretch, the 
chief of his Family, and the Heir of his Eftate ? 
This perhaps, You would ſay, exceeds the Bounds 
of Credibility. Yet GOD Almighty's ſtupendous 
Bencficence exceeds all this. He not only ſpares 
guilty Creatures, but makes them his Children; 
wakes them Inheritors of his Kingdom; and, as an 


Intro- 


— Cor. ix. 1 4.— YmgeTripoorvos 7 
rigen p 1 x ag. 2 Tim. i. 14. 


Fee 32. 


we. Tem . 45 


A ef. 


aft 


DIALOGUE 2A 4 
Introduction to all, or rather as the Crown of altz 
makes them Partaters * of his SON. e 
Ther, The Gift is ineſtimable; of more Value 
than all Worlds. It will render me bleſſed and hap- 
py, Now and for Ever. And may ſo unworthy a 
Creature look for a Bleſſing, thus ſuperlatively ex- 
cellent ? Mp: 8 

Aſp. Unworthy !—My dear Friend, dwell ns 
longer upon that obſolete Topic. The greateſt Un- 
worthineſs is no Objection in C H RIS T's Account, 
when the Soul is convinced of Sin, and the Heart 
deſirous of a S AVI O UR. And as for Worthineſs, 
this is as much diſavowed by the Goſpel, as eguive= 
cal Generation + is exploded by the Diſcoveries of 
our improved Philoſophy.—Nay farther, this Notion 
is diametrically contrary to the Goſpel, and totally 
ſubverſrve of the Covenant of Grace. 

Ther. In what Reſpect? 33 3 

Aſp. Becauſe, it would make our own Duty and 
Obedience the Terms. Whereas, the Terms were 
CHRIST's Suffering, and CHRIS T's Obe- 
dience. Theſe are the Hinge on which that great 
Tranſaction turns, and on which the Hope of the 
World hangs. | 
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b Ther, Be more particular, A/pafio; 
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+ The Ancients imagined, that many Vegetables and 
. Inſects were produced by, I know not what, plaſtic 


Power in the Sun and other Elements. This is called 
egui vocal Generation. Whereas, the modern Philoſo- 


* phers maintain, that every Individual of this Kind, de- 
+ rives its Being from ſome Parent - Vegetable or Parents 


Animal, This is ſtyled aniwocal Generation. 
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Ap. The firſt Covenant was made with Adam, 
for Himfelf and Us. Breaking it, He loft his origi- 
nal Righteouſneſs, and became ſubject to Death. 
Was, at once, a Bankrupt and a Rebel. Now you 
cannot ſuppoſe, that the Almighty MAJESTY 
would enter into a freſh Covenant, with an in/olvent 
and attainted Creature, It pleaſed, therefore the 
SECOND PERSON of the adorable T RI. 
NIT , to undertake our Cauſe ; to become our 
Surety; and put Himſelf in our Stead. With Him 
the ſecond Covenant was made. He was charged 
with the Performance of the Conditions; thereby to 
obtain Pardon and Righteouſneſs, Grace and Glory, 
for all his People. I have made a Covenant with my 
CHOSEN * ONE, is the Language of the MOST 
HIGH. And the Terms were (You will permit 
me to repeat the momentous Truth) not yonr Wor- 
thineſs or mine, but the Incarnation, the Obedience, 


the Death of GOD's ever- bleſſed SON. 
: Ther, 


Egal. Ixxxix. 3. It is generally allowed, that this 
Pſalm, in its /fub/imeft Senſe, is referable to CHRIST; 
and, in its ul Extent, is referable only unto CHRIST. 
If ſo, I think, it would be more fignificant and emphati- 
cal, to render D My CHOSEN ONE.—This will 
furniſh out a very clear and cogent Argument to prove, 
that the Covenant of Grace was made with our LORD 
FESUS. Juſt ſach an Argument as the Apoſtle uſes, to 
convince the Galatians, That the Promiſes of the Cove- 
nant were made to the ſame Divine PERSON, Gal. iii. 
16.—From both which Premiſes this important Conclu- 
fion follows ; That Juſtification and every ſpiritual Bleſ- 
ſing are the Purchaſe of CHRIS T's Obedience; are lodg- 
ed in Him as the great Proprietary; are communicated to 
Sinners, only through the Exerciſe of Faith, or in 3 


Way of Believing. See Zech. ix. 11. 


AM NR waas/ am fd Aa. Rd as Tf co oo. 


ſeems very loth to diſcharge. 
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Ther. Has Man then no Office aſſigned, no Part 
to act, in the Covenant of Grace? 


Aſp. He has: but it is a Part, which my Friend 


His Part is to accept 
the Bleſſings, fully purchaſed by the SAVIOUR, 
and freely preſented to the Sinner, His Part is, not 
to diſhonour the REDEEME R's gracious Inter- 
poſition, and infinitely ſufficient Performance, by 
hankering after any Merit of his own. His Part 


(why will You conſtrain me to reiterate in this 


Manner?) is, not to bring Money in his Hand, 
with the ten Brethren; but, with an empty Hand, 
and like an impoveriſhed Lazarus, to take hold of 
GO D's Covenant *, 

Ther. If this be the Nature of the New Cha 


I muſt confeſs, I have hitherto been ignorant of the 


Goſpel. 

Aſp. And from hence ariſes your preſent Diſtreſs, 
From hence your Averſeneſs to receive Comfort. 
You are a Philoſopher, Theron; and have been 
accuſtomed to examine nicely the Proportion of Ob- 
jects, rather than to weigh them in the Balance of 
the Sanctuary. Here you find all Proportion ſwal- 
lowed up and loſt. This quite overthrows all your 
Concluſions, drawn from the Fitneſs of Things, 
Here, Man is nothing, leſs than nothing, while 
Grace is all in all.—And ſhould we not, however 


unworthy in Ourſelves, magnify the Grace of our 
GOD? 


Ther. Moſt certainly. N 
Aſp. How can this be done, but by i 
great and ſuperlatively precious Bleſſings from his 
| Rig Hand? 


* Ifa, lvi. 4. 
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Hand Alexander, You know, had a famous, but 


indigent Philoſopher, in his Court. Our Adept in 

tence, was once particularly ſtraitened in his Cir- 
cumftances. To whom ſhould He apply, but to his 
Patron, the Conqueror of the World ? His Re- 
queſt was no ſooner made, than granted. Alexander 
gives Him a Commiſſion, to receive of his Trea- 
Tuger whatever He wanted. He immediately de- 
mands, i in his Sovereign's Name, a hundred Talents“. 


The Treaſurer, ſurpriſed at ſo large a eee | 


refuſes to as but waits upon the King, and 
repreſents the Affair. Adding withal, how unrea- 

nable He thought the Petition, and how exorbitant 
the Sum. —Alexander hears Him with Patience: but, 
as ſoon as He had ended his Remonſtrance, replies ; 


Let the Money be inſtantly paid. I am delighted 


« with this Philoſopher's way of thinking. He has 
“ done me a ſingular Honour; and ſhewed, by the 
* Largeneſ of his Requeſt, what a bigh Idea He 
& has conceived, both of my ſuperior Wealth, and 
* N royal Munificence.” 


hus, my dear Theron, let Us honour, what the 


inſpired Penman ſtyles, The marvelous Loving -kind- 
zefs of FEHOVAH. From the King, wheſe 
Name is th LORD of Hoſts, let Us expect 
not barely what correſponds with our low Models of 
Generoſuty—much leſs what We ſuppoſe propor- 


tioned to our fanſied Deſerts—but what is ſuitable to 


the” unknown Magnificence of his Name, and the 
unbounded Benevolence of his Heart. Then We 
een. and aſſuredly truſt, that CHRIST 

en £26 


91 
2 


®: About ten thouſand Pognds. 
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ESU will be made of GOD to Us Wiſdom, and 
Righteouſneſs, and Sanftification, and Redemption: 
that HE, who hath given Himſelf for Us *, will 
give Us of his SPIRIT, and will give unto Us 
eternal Life }. 

Der. Yes; upon Condition, that We fight the 
good Fight, and finiſh our Courſe of Duty. Hence- 


laid up for me, and for other victorious Soldiers, for 
other faithful Labourere, a Crown of Righteouſneſs. 


be vouchſafed. But is it vouchſafed, on account of 
their ſucceſsful Warfare, or perſevering Obedience ? 
If ſo, Iſrael may vaunt themſelves, and ſay, Mine 
own Hand, not the REDEEMER's Interpoſition, 
hath ſaved me F. 

Not to repeat what has already been alledged, in 
Oppoſition to this Opinion—Not to produce what 
might farther be urged, from a Variety of ſcriptural 
Teſtimonies—I ſhall only defire You to obſerve, 
what the Apoſtle. Himſelf adds in this very Place, 
There is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs but 
is this the Pay, proportionate and due to, his own 
Services? Is it what He claims and demands, on 
the Foot of Duty performed ?—The very Title of 
the Reward implies the contrary. It is @ Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, becauſe purchaſed by the meritorious 
and conſummate Righteouſneſs of CARIST. The 
Action of the Judge declares the contrary : which the 
LORD, the righteous Fudge, ſhall give me at that 


2 Eph. v. 2. + John iv. 13. t John A 28, 
$ "YM vii. 8. | 


forth, ſays the Apoſtle, after this is done, there is 


Aſp. To ſuch Perſons the Crown will aſſuredly | 


Day. It i is, You ſee, an Act of Favour ; the Iſſue 
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of unmerited Bounty; what neither Saint, nor Mar. 
tyr, nor Apoſtle enjoys, but only by way of gra- 
cious Donation *. N 


I would fain have my Theron form more honour- 
able Apprehenſions concerning the Mercy and the 
Bounty of our LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
He will beſtow, what You ſuppoſe He exacts. He 
is really a Benefactor, where You would repreſent 
Him as a- Taſk-maſter. The LORD will give 
Grace, as well as Glory, He knows, You have nei- 
ther Strength nor Merit, therefore He will ſupply 


your W ant of both, from his own unfathomable Ful- 


Ther. Ah! My Aſpaſo! You don't know my 
State. I have not only no Merit, but great Guilt +, 
Was 


2 Tim. iv. 8. The Word anodvon, as it ſtands in 
the preſent Connection, is, I think, very properly ex- 
lained by a late pious Profeſſor of Divinity at Glaſgow : 
22 Fiduciam ſuam de gratuita Mercede, quam D EUS 
gratis promi ſit omnibus Fidelibus, & ut juſtus Judeæ, juſie 
fimul & ex Gratia rependet, non ex Merito ullo noſtro, ſed 
on Dona ſua gratuita peſterioribus gratuitd cumulando. 
1CSON1 Expeſ. Azalyt, ; 

- + 1 believe, No one experiencet in the ſpiritual Life 
will ſuſpect, that Theron ſpeaks out of Cbaracter.— Con- 
"ſcience, when once alarmed, is a ſtubborn and uncere- 
monious Thing. It pays no Deference to Wealth: it 
never ſtands in awe of Grandeur: neither can it be 
ſoothed by the Refinements of Education, or the At- 
-tainments of Learning. And We generally find, that a 
moſt unaccountable Propenſity to Se/F avorthine/s, ſtrongly 
| 0 the new-awakened Convert. He is perpetually 
ifing Objections, founded on the Want of perſonal 
Merit; notwithſtanding all our Remonſtrances, to quiet 
bis Fears, and remove his Jealouſies. It is truly a Fx 
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Was, by Nature, a Child of Wrath. Have been, 
by Practice, a Slave of Sin. , And, what is worſe, 
am ſt ll corrupt; have ſtill a carnal Heart.—And has 
no: tuch a Wretch forfeited all Title to the Divine 
F:vour ? Nay, does He not deſerve the Vengeance of 
eteraal Fire ? . 

Aſp. That We all deſerve this Miſery, is beyond 
Diſpute. I am truly glad, that We are ſenſible of 
our Demerit. Here our Recovery begins. Now 
We are to believe, that the LORD FESUS has 
ſaisfied Divine Juſtice z has paid a glorious Price, on 
purpoſe to obtain for ſuch ill-deſerving, ſuch Hell- 
deſerving Creatures, all Pardon, all Holineſs, and 
everlaſting Happineſs, According to the Import 
of that charming Scripture, When We. were Enemies 
(and what is there in an Enemy, to beſpeak Fa- 
vour, or deſerve Benefits?) Ve were reconciled to 
GOD by the Death of his SON®, 
| You have great Guilt, But is this a Reaſon, why 
You ſhould be excluded from the Bleſſings of the 
Covenant? Contemplate the State of that forlorn 
and wretched Outcaſt, deſcribed in the ſixteenth of 
Ezekiel, An Infant in its Blood this repreſents a 
Sinner, who has nothing to excite Love, but all 
that may provoke Abhorrence. Yet what ſays the 
HOLY ONE of I/rael? When I ſaw Thee, not 
waſhed, and purified, and made meet for my Ac- 
ceptance, 


Taſk, for a Mind” naturally leavened with legal Pride, 
to come naked and miſerable to CHRIS T- to come, 
diveſted of every Recommendation but that of extreme 
Wretchedneſs ; and receive, from the Hand of unme. 
ited Benignity, the free Riches of evangelical Grace, 

* Rom. v. 10. 1 | 


a 
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ceptance, but polluted in thy Blood“; loathſome L. 
with Defilement, and laden with Iniquity: Then, ou 
even then I ſaid unto Thee, Live I ſpread my Stir of 
over Ther; and Thou becameſt mine. This is the ſur 
Manner of his Proceeding, not barely to one Nation, bu 
but to all his People; not in one Period of Time on- rel 
ly, but through all Generations. H 
| You are fiill corrupt One that is ſenſible of his th 


Corruption, and acknowledges his Sinfulneſs ! Then ru 
You ate the very Perſon, for whom the SAVIOUR; 
Righteouſneſs is intended; to whom it is promiſed, 
ou are a Governor of the County-hoſpital, 70 
ron. You have been induſtrious in promoting, and 
are active in ſupporting, that excellent Inſtitution; 
where Medicine with her healing Stores, and Reli- 
gion with her heavenly Hopes, act as joint Hand- 
maids to Charity. What are the Circumftances, 
which render any Perſons the proper Objects, for an 
Admiſſion into your Infirmary ? 

Ther. Their Poverty, and their Diſtemper. With- 
out Poverty, they would not need; and free from 
. Diſlemper, they would not prize, the Benefit of our 

modern Betheſda. | 

App. Apply this to the Caſe under Conſideration, 
'The whole-World is in a State of ſpiritual Diſorder, 
CHRIST is ſtyled, by the inſpired Writer, The 
| LORD 


* The Words are peculiarly emphatical ; not only 
doubled, but redoubled. To denote, at once, the 
Strangene/5 of the Fact, yet the Certainty of the Favour. 
When I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted in thine own 
Blood, I faid unto thee auhen thou wal in thy Blood, Live; 
Zea, I ſajd unto thee when thou waſl in thy Blood, Live, 
Ezek. xvi. 6. 


” & % 
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LORD our Healer v. The Gift of his Righte- 
ouſneſs, the Balm of his Blood, and the Influences 
of his SPIRIT), are the ſovereign Reſtorative. And 
ſure it cannot be a fanſiful Perſuaſion of our Health, 
but a feeling Conviction of our Diſeaſe, which 
renders Us proper Objects of his recovering Grace, — 
He came, not to call the Righteous, the Righteous in 
their own Eyes, but Sinners ; ſelf-condemned and 
ruined Sinners, to give them Repentance, and Pardon, 
and Newneſs of Life. 

Der. But, if any fooliſh and refractory Patients 
have abuſed our Beneficence; it is a ſtanding unal- 
terable Rule of the Houſe, never to admit them a 
ſecond Time; however preſſing their Exigencies, or 
however powerful their Recommender. I have, not 
once only, but through the whole Courſe of my 
Life, abuſed the marvelous Loving-kindneſs of the 
LORD. 

Aſp. And is not the LORD ſuperior to all his 
Creatures, in Acts of Pardon, as well as of Power ? 
Yes; as thoſe Heavens are higher, than this proſtrate 
Earth; ſo much more inlarged and extenſive is the 
divine Clemency—than the wideſt Sphere of human 
Kindneſs, ſhall I ſay? Rather than the boldeſt 
Flights of human Imagination. Your Statutes are 
| inexorable, in caſe of one notorious Irregularity 
committed. But the free Gift ofa REDEEMER's 
Righteouſneſs is vouchſafed, notwithſtanding many 
Offences, unto Juſtification T. It is the Glory of our 
Almighty RU L ER, and redounds to the Honour of 


his crucified SON, to paſs over || not a fingle Trant- 
greſſion 


1 


Exod. xv. 26. + Matt. ix. 13. Adds v. 37. 
J Rom. v. 16. roy. xix, 11. 
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ereffion only, but a Multitude of Provocations ; to 


be altogether as unequaled in Mercy, as HE is 


abſolutely ſupreme in Majeſty, 

As it is the grofſe/f Pride, to entertain high No. 
tions of our own Accompliſhments, or to expect 
eternal Life on the Score of our own Obedience; ſo 
it will be the greatęſt Afront to the Grandeur of 
CHRIEST's Merits, and the Freeneſs of his Grace, 
if We ſuppoſe our Crimes too heinous to be forgiven, 
or our Perſons too vile to be accepted. 

Theron pauſed. —Theſe Conſiderations ſeemed ta 
operate: This Anodyne to take effect.— Deſirous to 
improve the favourable Juncture, and impart the 
needed Conſolation, Aſpaſio added: 

How often did the Inhabitants of Feruſalem diſte- 
gard the. Warnings, and reject the Counſels of our 
Blefſed LORD! How juſtly might HE have 
(worn in his Wrath; * They ſhall never hear the 
« joyful Sound of my Goſpel more. The Bleſlings, 
& which they have ſo wantonly deſpiſed, and ſo wick- 
« edly abuſed, ſhall be irrevocably withdrawn.” 
 —Inſtead of paſſing fuch a Sentence, this is the 


Charge, which, after his Reſurrection, He gives to 


His Apoſtles : Let Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins be 
preached, in my Name, to all Nations, BEGINNING 
AT Jans ALM“. *“ At Feruſalem, LORD! 
Have not the Men of that ungrateful and barba- 
6 rous City been deaf to thy tendereſt Importunities ? 
Did they not perſecute Thee unto Condemnation 
* and Death? Are not their Weapons ſtill reeking, 
as it were, with thy Blood; and their Tongues 
L ſtill ſhooting out NE even bitter Words ? By 


« which 
* ke XXIV. 47, 


ons 44d 
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« which they would murder thy Character, as they 
« have already crucihed thy Perſon.” Vet theſe 
Wretches (and could any be more inhuman ?- Could 
any be more unwortby *) are not only not abhorred, 
but unto them is the Meſſage of Grace, and the 
Word of Salvation ſent. Nay, to ſhew the unpa- 


relleled Freeneſs of our REDEEMER's Grace, 


Theſe are ft upon the heavenly Liſt. The glad 

Tidings of Pardon and Life, which are to be pub- 

liſhed through the World, muſt begin (amazing Mec- 
cy!) MUST BEGIN at Feruſalem, 


Ther. Thus much I may venture to profeſs in my 
own Behalf: That I long for this Blefling—I pray 
for this Bleſſing—But I cannot ſee my Title, to this 
comprehenſive and ineſtimable Blefling, clear. 

Aſp. I behold it perfectly clear. —Some Days ago, 
a worthy Clergyman, who lately came to ſettle in 
the Neighbourhood, did Himſelf the Honour of mak- 
ing one at your Table, After Dinner, You ſhewed 
Him your Library ; We took a Walk in your Gar- 
den; and made the agreeable Tour of the Fiſh- 
ponds, Then — with that amiable Frankneſs of 
Mien and Accent, which is ſo peculiar to my Friend, 
and exceedingly endears all his Favours—You told 
Him; „ That He was as welcome to any Book in 
« your Study, as if the whole Collection was bis 
% own. That if, on a Viſit from ſome Acquain- 
e tance of ſuperior Rank, He ſhould wiſh to be ac- 
* commodated with a more delicate Entertainment 
** than uſual ; the Productions of your Waters, and 
of your Hot-beds, were intirely at his. Service. 
„ And that his Acceptance of your Offers, without 

„sé the 
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de the leaſt Shyneſs or Reſerve, would be the moſt 
« pleaſing Compliment, He could pay You on the 
« Occaſion.” 

What ſays the great PROPRIETOR of all 
Good? F any Man, however unworthy his Perſon, 
er obnoxious his Character, thir/? ; thirſt for the 
Bleſſings of my evangelical Kingdom; let Him come 
unto ME, the Fountain of theſe living Waters, and 
drink his Fill *—You Yourſelf acknowledge, that 
You long for the ſacred Privileges of the Goſpel, 
Your Heart is awakened into habitual and lively 
Deſires after the Salvation of CHRIST. What is 
this but, in the ſpiritual Senſe, to thirſt ? To You 

therefore the Promiſe is made. To You the Riches 
of this benign Difpenſation belong. 

That Clergyman has not the leaſt Suſpicion of be- 
ing diſappointed, in cafe He ſhould ſend for a Brace 
of Carp from your Canal, or a fine Melon from your 
Garden.—Why is He ſo confident ? Becauſe He has 
done You any ſignal Service? No; but becauſe You 
have paſſed your Word, and made the generous Of- 
fer.—And why ſhould You harbour the leaſt Doubt, 
concerning the Divine Veracity? Why ſhould You 
call in queſtion your Right to theſe heavenly Trea- 
ſures ? Since it is founded on a Grant, altogether as 

Free, altogether as clear, as your own indulgent Con- 
ceſſion; and infinitely more firm, than any human 


Engagement. Founded on the Fidelity of that ſub- 
lime BEING, who © remembers his Covenant 


© and Promiſe to a thouſand Generations.” 
Ther. It is impoſſible to confute, yet difficult to 
delieve, what Vou urge. 
Ah. 


* John vii. 37. 


ou 


— 


* K. en © 
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Aſp. What I urge, is not the Voice of a few du- 
bious Paſſages, nicely culled from the Book of 
GOD, or forcibly wreſted by the Interpretation of 
Man. The whole Tenour of Inſpiration runs, with 


the greateſt Perſpicuity, and the greateſt Uniformity, 


in this delightful Strain,—Let me, out of a Multi- 
tude, produce another Expreſs from the Court of 


Heaven. Ho! every One that thirſteth, come Ye to 


the Waters, even He that hath no Money. Come Te, 
buy and eat: yea; come, buy Wine and Milk, without 


Money and without Price *.,—IWine and Milt, un- 
doubtedly ſignify the Pardon of our Sins, and the 
Juſtification of our Perſons; the Communications of 


ſanctifying Grace, and the Hope of eternal Glory. 


Theſe are nouriſhing and refreſhing to the Soul, as 
Milk the richeſt of Foods, and as Wine the beſt of 


Cordials, are to the Body. —Theſe, You ſee, are to 


be obtained, without Money, and without Price - 


- without any Merit of our own; without any Plea 


deduced from Ourſelves ; by poor, undone, periſhing 


Bankrupts.—They are to be enjoyed by every One, 


who unfeignedly eſteems them, and humbly ſeeks 
them. No Exception is made. No excluſive Clauſe 


added. It is not ſaid, Any One that is worthy, but 
Every One that thir/teth.—To leave no Room for 


any miſgiving Apprehenſions, the kind Invitation is 
repeated; buy and eat; buy Wine and Milk, The 
invaluable yet free Tender, is confirmed again and 
again; He that hath no Money; without Money; 
without Price, And both are preſſed upon Us with a 
very remarkable, with the moſt affectionate Vehe- 


mence; Come Ye; come Je; yea come. 
Had 


* Iſa. lv. 1. 


n 
0 4 


— =, FO 


* 
4 
* 
5 
. 
* 
* » 1 
AJ 
1 
* 
I 
* of! 
107 
vs 
TY 
Ta 
1 
. 
447 
3 bl 
. x 
S 
i 
* 
= _ 
4 3 
WT. 
4A 
8 
"Y l 
F 
' L 
1 
; —" 
: _ 
1 
© 2s 
AC 
b , - 
Pp 
a> 
L209 
| 1 
2 
g 1 — 
\ . 4% 
. 2% 
N »%> 2 
73 
: » 
4 
«+j 
3B 
* = 
N « 
Wi 
i 112 
mn 
* ol 8 
: "IS | 
e 
83 
; 1 
os 
© © 
IN 
fe” 
1 
bs 
Ke 
i + 
ö EC. 7 
111 
4 
p ; 
+ 
o 12 
3.1 
: U 
1 j 
"If 
ii. 
. * ol 
1 
1 
1 
E ''v 
| + 
* 
12 
17 
P44 
7 
Hh 
a l 
7 
> 
iv. 
A * 
* wy 
4 1 
* 
3 
27 
. N 
1 5 4 
Mo. 2 
4 I F 1 
9 
21 
* 
* <4 
J \ 
* 
3 1 
U 


. PLES N . 
Koe 3 
rene 
= 2 
=y 


2 
nar} ah 
* - S 7 


r 
8888 


2732 DIALOGUE XV. 
Had our heavenly BENEFACTOR permit- 


ed Us to draw up this Inftrument of Conveyance, | 


and word it according to our own Wiſh ; what 
Language could We have contrived, to render either 
the Grant more free, or our Claim more ſecure ? _- 

Ther. Theſe are chearing Truths. They amount 
to little leſs than a Demonſtration. And I am ready 
to declare, in the Language of Agrippa; Almoſt 
Thou perſuadeſt me to commence a Believer. 

Afp. And why, my dear Friend, why not alte- 
gether ? Can You diſtruſt the Sincerity of the divine 
Overtures ? If the Overtures are real, your Title is 
unqueſtionable.—Nay ; there is more than an Over- 
ture. You have an a&ual Gift, from the Almighty 
MAJESTY. To Us, ſays the Prophet—includ- 
ing all that wait for the Redemption of CHRIST, 
and the Conſolation of Iſrael—a Child is born x. T7. 
Us—He repeats the precious Truth; to declare his 
exuberant Joy , and denote the abſolute Certainty þ 
of the Thing— Son is given, Even GOD's own 
SON, the ever-bleſſed FESUS, to be our PRO- 
PITIATION, our SURETY, our complete 
REDEEMER. | 
. Juſt caft a Look upon yonder neat Lodge. 
Though placed in the Center of a ſpacious Field, it 

| ſeems 


Halen. 6. 
+ Virgil has copied the Prophet's fne Manner. He re- 
preſents Joy, uttering her Sentiments, in the ſame ſpi- 
rited Strain, with the ſame reiterated Earneſtneſs : 


— — Humilemque videmus 
Italiam. Italiam primus conclamat Achates. 
Italiam eto Socii Clamore ſalutant. 


t See Gen. xli. 32. 
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ſeems to be contiguous with the Extremity of the 
Viſta, The Eye, traveling over ſuch a Length of 
Ground, has almoſt loſt the Windows, and the 
decent Ornaments of the Front. But I ſhall not 
ſoon loſe the Idea of that amiable Munificence; 
which, as I was rambling one pleaſant Morning, and 
accidentally called at the Houſe, 1 learned from its 
preſent Owner.—He was, I find, one of your Ser- 
vants. Had ſpent ſeveral Years in your Family. 
When He ſettled in the World, You beſtowed upon 
him that commodious Box, and a pretty adjacent 
Farm; to poſſeſs, without Moleſtation or Controul, 
during his Life. Does He not reckon the little 
Eftate, by virtue of your Donation, to be his own ? 
As much his own, for the Time preſcribed, as if 
He had paid an Equivalent in Money ?—Since the 
LORD JEHOVAH has given Us his SON, 
and all his unutterable Merits ; why ſhould We not, 
with an Aſſurance of Faith, receive the incompa- 
rable Gift? Why ſhould we not confide in it, as 
firmer than the firmeſt Deed? and far more invio- 
lable, than any royal Patent ?—Eſpecially, ſince it 
has been ſealed to Us, in every ſacramental Ordi- 
nance ; and witneſſed by every good Motion of the 
HOLY SPIRIT in our Hearts, 

Ther. My Servant never affronted my Authority. 
If He had vilified my Character, or inſulted my Per- 
ſon, ſhould I then have been inclined to make the 
ſame advantageous Setilement ? _ 

Aſp. Herein appears the infinite Superioriry of the 


divine Bounty. GOD is rich in Mercy, not only 


to the Obedient and Grateful, but to the Unthank- 


ful and Unworthy. To the LORD our 60D, 


ſays the Prophet, belong Mercies and Forgiveneſſes ; in 
Vor. III. 8 Meaſure 
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Meaſure ſuperabundant, and in Continuance un- 
wearied, And this, notwith/landing We have offend- 
ed Him, by our manifold Failures in Duty. Nay, 
have rebelled * againfl him, by flagrant Violations of 
his Law. | 

In ſweet Concert with this prophetical Leſſon, 
ſings the tranſported Pſalmiſt; Thou, LORD, in 
thy ſacred Humanity, ha/t aſcended up on High : aſcend- 
ed, from the low Caverns of the Tomb, to the 
higheſt Throne in the higheſt Heavens.—Thou haſt 
led Captivity captive + haſt aboliſhed Death, that uni- 
verſal Tyrant ; and ſubdued thoſe Powers of Dark- 
SY neſs, 


* Dan. ix. 9. The Original is 997D: than which no 


Expreſſion, in the Hebrew Language, bears a more ob- 


noxious Signification. It denotes the moſt audacious and 
the moſt fagitious Impiety. It denotes that Rebellion, 
avhich is as the Sin of Witchcraft ; and that Stubbarnnſ;, 
which is as the Iniquity of Idolatry. Vet, all virulent and 
execrable as it is, it does not ſuppreſs the Yearnings of 
divine Pity, nor ſuperſede the Exerciſe of divine For- 
giveneſs.— With a Word derived from the ſame Root, 
Saul, when exaſperated almoſt to Madneſs, upbraids 
Jonathan. And we know, Perſons ſo extremely inſenſed, 
never ſpeak in the ſofteſt Terms; never touch the Sub- 
og _ a Feather, but make their Tongue like a ſharp 
word, ; 7 — 

May I venture to add ? That our Tranilators ſeem to 
miſtake the proper Application of the afore-mentioned 
Paſſage. They repreſent Saul's Invective, flying as vide 
of the Mark, as it is wer- charged with Malice. —Sor of 
the perverſe rebellious Woman !] This might be aſſerted, 
without the leatt Impeachment of Jonathan's perſonal 
Loyalty.—Beſfides, is it not exceſſively indecent, as well 
as abſolutely uvreaſonable, to reflect upon the Mother, 
for the Miſdemeanours of the Son ?—Surely, the Clauſe 
ſhould be rendered, in perfect Conſiſtence with the Ge- 
nius of the Original; Thou Son of perverſe Rebellion; or, 
more agreeably to the Eugliſb Idiom, Thou perwerſe rebel- 
lious WWretch! 1 Sam. *. 20. 
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' neſs, which had inſlaved the whole World. —Like 
a glorious and triumphant Conqueror, Thou haſt alfo 
received Gifts; not merely for thy own Fruition, but 
to confer on Others, by way of honorary and enrich- 
ing Largeſs.— What are thoſe Gifts, Theron? 

Ther. The Gifts of the Goſpel, I ſuppoſe : Pardon 
of Sin, the Influences of the HOLY SPIRIT, 
and thoſe other Privileges of Chri/tianity ; which con- 
ſtitute the preſent Happineſs of Mankind, and prepare 
them for future Bliſs. 

Aſp. You rightly judge:—And for whom were 
thoſe royal, thoſe heavenly Donatives received? If 
You have an Inclination to beſtow, a Sword ſet with 
Diamonds, a finely-wrought Piece of Plate, or an 
exquiſitely finiſhed Picture; what Names preſent 
themſelves to your Thoughts? What Perſons are 
the Objects of your Choice? The approved Friend, 
or diſtinguiſhed Fayourite, I make no Queſtion. — 
But for whom (let me aſk again, ſince it is a Point of 
the laſt Importance) were thoſe heavenly Donatives 
received ? 

Ther. Let me recolle&—Thou recetved/t Gifts— 
not for fallen Angels, but for Men—And not for 
thy Friends, but for thy Enemizs—yea, for the Re- 
bellious alſo *.—Merciful Heaven! What a Word is 
this! And does it come from the G OD of Truth? 
—Gifts | Divine Gifts! Gifts of unſpeakable Value, 
and eternal Duration ! And theſe to be conferred on 
Enemies, on the Rebellious! Wretches, who are 
deſtitute of all gracious Qualifications ; who deſerve 
not the leaſt Favour ; but have Reaſon to expect the 
Frowns of Indignation, and the Sword of Vengiunce ! 


S 2 | Aſp. 
1 2 Ixviii 18. b 
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Aſp. Thus it is written, in thoſe ſacred Conſtitu- 
tions; which are far more ſtedfaſt and unalterable, 
than the Law of the Medes and Perſians. —Thus it is 
ſpoken, by the Mouth of that Almighty BEING; 
with whom there is no Variableneſs, nor the leaſt 
Shadow of Turning.—Let Us not, my dear Friend, 
by unreaſonable Unbelief, fruſtrate all theſe Promiſes, 
and reje& our own Mercies. Let us not, by an evil 
Heart of Unbelief, make GOD a Lyar ; and make 
Ourſelves, of all Creatures, moſt miſerable, 


But ſee !—The Clouds, which hung their agree- 
able Sables, to damp the Ardour, and abate the 
Glare of Day, are departing. The Sun has been 
colouring their fleecy Skirts, and ſpreading over the 
floating Screen a Variety of interchangeable Hues. 
Now He begins to edge them with Gold, and ſhine 
them into Silver. A ſure Indication, that (like the 
glittering, but tranſitory Toys, which they repreſent) 
they will ſoon be ſwept from the Horizon, and ſeen 
no more,— The bright Orb, while We are ſpeaking, 
burſts the Veil; and, from a voluminous Pomp of 
parting Clouds, pours a Flocd of Splendor over all 
the Face of Nature, —We ſhall quickly perceive this 
open Situation, too hot to conſiſt with Pleaſure : and 
muſt be obliged to ſeek for — in the ſhady 
Apartments of the Houſe. 


Will you admit me, Theron, into thoſe ſhady 
Apartments ? 
Ther. Adinit You, Aſpaſie /—T am ſurpriſed at 
your Queſtion, I thought You had known me bet- 
ter: and am ſorry, it ſhould be needful to aſſure You, 
that my Houſe is as much your own, as it is Mine. 
The 
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The more freely You command it, the more highly 
you will oblige me. 

Aſp. May I believe You, tf ay ? Do you ſpeak 
from your Heart? Or muſt I conclude, that You, 
plauſibly profeſs, what You have no Intention to 
perform? Would you be pleaſed, If I ſhould ob- 
ſtinately perſiſt in theſe diſhonourable Suſpicions, 
notwithſtanding all your friendly Proteſtations ? 

Ther, My dear Aſpaſio, I ſee your Deſign. I ſee, 
and am aſhamed. Aſhamed to think, that I ſhould 
fanſy myſelf more punctual in my Profeſſions, than 
GOD is true to his Word. LORD, I believe. 
Help Thou mine Unbelief ! 


DIALOGUE XVI 


UR Friends had agreed upon a Viſit to 
2 V Philenor. They rode through a fine 
open, fruitful Country. Which was 
= covered with Crops of ripened Corn; 
So and occupied by ſeveral Parties of Ru- 
ſtics, gathering i in the copious Harveſt. 
The. Rye, white and hoary as it were with Age, 
waved its bearded Billows, and gave a dry huſky 
Ruſtle before the Breeze.—The Wheat, laden with 
Plenty, and beautifully brown, hung the heavy 
Head; and invited, by its bending Poſture, the 
Reaper's Hand. Platts of Barley, and Acres of 
* Oats, ſtood whitening in the Sun. Upright, and 
perfectly even, as though the Gardener's Shears had 
clipped them at the Top, they gratified the Specta- 
tor's Eye, and gladdened the Farmer's Heart.— 
Beans partly clad in native Green, partly tranſ- 
formed and tawny with the parching Ray, were pre- 
paring the laſt Employ for the crooked Weapon.— 
Some of the Grain Jay flat, in regular Rows, 2 
: e 


+- G 


they once ſuſtained. 
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the new-made Stubble. Some was ered, in 


| graceful Shocks, along the briſtly Ridges. Some, 


conveyed homewards on the loaded Waggon, nodded 
over the groaning Axle. 

The Villages ſeemed to be empty, and all their In- 
habitants poured into the Plains. Here were Perſons 
of each Sex, and of every Age. — The luſty Youths, 
ſtooping to their Work, plied the Sickle; or ſwept, 
with their Scythes, the falling Ranks. — The ſprightly 
Females followed, binding the Handfuls into Sheaves, 
or piling the Swarths into haſty Cocks. — Diſperſed 


up and down were the Children of the Needy, glean- 


ing the ſcattered Ears, and picking their ſcanty 
Harveſt, — Nor were the ol People abſent ; but 


. crawling into the Sun, or fitting on a ſhady Emi- 


nence, they beheld the Toils— the pleafing Toils 


This is the moſt joyful Period of the Country- 
man's Life; the long expected Crown of all his La- 


bours. For this, He broke the ſtubborn Glebe, and 


manured the impoyeriſhed Soil. For this, He bore 
the ſultry Beams of Summer, and ſhrunk not from 
the pinching Blaſts of Winter. For this, He toiled 
away the Year, in a Round of ceaſeleſs but willing 
Activity. Knowing, that the Huſbandman muſt la- 
hour, before he partakes of the Fruits .- And will not 

| the 


* 2 Tim. ii. 6. Bexa thinks, that in ſettling the Con- 
ſtruction of this Verſe, the Adverb od ſhould be con- 
nected with the Participle zonwila. If fo, the Tren- 
lation exhibited above, may bid fair for Acceptance; 
and, one of the moſt celebrated Hiſtorians, may have 
the Honour of commenting on the greateſt of the 


Apoſtles ; Ng illi fall ſunt, qui di verſaſimas Res expectant, 


4+ Ignavie, Fo 


OG 
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the bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life ;' will not the 
bright Expectation of conſummate Bliſs, animate 
Us with an equally chearful Reſolution, both to re- 
ſift the Temptations, and diſcharge the Duties of 
our preſent State? 3 

Short ſeemed the Way, and quick paſſed the 
Time, as they traveled through ſuch Scenes of rural 
Abundance, and rural Delight. — Before they were 
aware, the Horſes ſtoped at Philenor's Seat. Where 
they found, to their no ſmall Diſappointment, that 
the Maſter was gone abroad. They alighted how- 
ever, and took a Walk in the Gardens. 

The Gardens, at proper Intervals, and in well- 
choſen Situations, were interſperſed with Pieces of 
Statuary. At the Turn of a Corner, You are— 
not ſhocked with a naked Gladiator, or a beaſtly 
Priapus—but agreeably ſurpriſed with the Image of 
Tully. He is juſt riſen from his Seat, and upon the 
Point of addreſſing Himſelf to ſome important Ora- 
tion. A reverential Awe appears in his Counte- 
nance ; ſuch as ſilently acknowledges, that He is 
going to plead before. the Rulers of the World. 
Sedate, at the ſame time, and collected in Himſelf ; 
He ſeems conſcious of ſuperior Eloquence, and em- 
boldened by the Juſtice of his Cauſe. His thought- 
ful Aſpect, and gracefully expanded Arm, ſpeak 
to the Eye, bcfore the Tongue has uttered a Syl- 

lable. OY: 

Fou enter an Alley, lined on either Side with a 
verdant Fan; and having no Variety ef Objects to 
diverſify 


| Tenawie Voluptatem, & Præmia Virtutis. SALLUST. i. e. 
They are, beyond all Diſpute, moſt egregiouſly miſtaken, 
who hope to unite thoſe incompatible Things, the Plea- 
ſures of Indolence, and the Rewards of Induſtry. 

, | 
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diverſify the intermediate Space, your View is con- 
ducted to a magnificent Building at the End. As 
you walk along, contemplating the maſterly Per- 
formance in Architecture, an unexpected Opening 
civerts your Attention; and preſents you with ſome 


ſtriking Imitation of virtuous or :heroic Life, —Not 


the Macedonian Madman; nor Sweden's royal 
Knight-errant; nor Cz/ar, infamouſly renowned for 
his laughtered Millions ; but the truly gallant Czar. 
A drawn Sword in his Hand, anda commanding 
majeſtic Sternneſs on his Brow. The Weapon is 
held in the moſt menacing Poſture; and many a 
Spectator has been obſerved to ſtart back, with Ap- 
prehenſions of Fear. It is that gloriouſiy ſevere At- 
titude, in which the grateful Citizens of Narva be- 
held Him, and in which all Poſterity will admire 
Him; when He turned upon his own victorious, but 
ungovernable Troops, and threatened to drench the 
Dagger i in their Hearts, if they did not immediately 
deſiſt from Rapine “ and Slaughter; immediately 
allow Quarter to their vanquiſhed Foes. 

Under a circular Dome, ſupported by Pillars of 
the Doric Order, and in a Spot where ſeveral Walks 
center, ſtands - not the Venus a Medicis; corrupting, 
while it captivates, the World — but a Spartan 
Mother. Her Habit decent and graceful; ſome- 
what like the Juno Matrona of the Romans, as She 
is finely depictured in Mr. Spence's Polymetis. Her 

Air 

* « As ſoon as the Soldiers were Maſters of the Town, 
„% (Narva) they fell to Plunder, and gave themſelves 
up to the moſt enormous Barbarities. The Czar ran 
from Place to Place, to put a ſtop to the Diſorder and 


% Maſſacre. He was even obliged to kill with his own 


Hand ſeveral Miſcowites, who did not hearken to his 
F Orders. 


VoLTaiRE's Hi. Charl. XII. 


* 
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Air ftately and reſolved ; expreſſive of Dignity, yet 
' mingled with Softneſs. She holds a Shield: js in 
the Act of delivering it to her Son ; a Youth, ſet- 
ing out for the Army, and going to hazard his Life, 
in the Defence of his Country. She is ſuppoſed to 
add that ſpirited and magnanimous Exhortation, 
which is engraven on the Protuberance of the Buckler 
dv, u m Tac Bring it back, my Son, as thy Tre. 
phy ; or, be brought back upon it, as thy Bier. 

I am particularly pleaſed, ſaid Theron, with the 
Contrivance of this laſt Ornament. It is regulated 
by one of the moſt refined Rules of Art; not to 
Javiſh away all the Beauty at a ſingle View, but to 
make a ſkilful Reſerve for ſome future Occaſion, 
The Dome and the Columns afford Pleaſure, when 
beheld at a conſiderable Diſtance. The fine ani- 
mated Figure in the midft diſplays its Graces, on a 
nearer Approach. By which means, the Attention 
is kept awake, and the Entertainment continues 
new. 

But what I principally admire, is the Spirit or 
Style of the Decorations in general. They put me 
in mind of a very juſt Remark, which Mr. Pope has 
ſomewhere made. It is, if I remember right, to 
this Effect. A Man not only ſhews his Taſte, 
4e but his Virtue, in the Choice of his Ornaments. 
s A proper Piece of Hiſtory, repreſented in Painting 
% on a rich Man's Walls, (or exhibited in Imagery 
* amidſt his Gardens) is very often a better Leſſon, 
than any He could teach by his Converſation. 
In this Senſe, the Stones may be ſaid to ſpeak, 
« when Men cannot, or will not.” —Al] but the 


Compa- 


a 


comparative or ſatyrical Part of the Obſervation, I 


would apply to the Proſpect before Us, and its wor- 
thy Owner.. N 


"Aſp. Philenor*s Gardens are, I think, more chaſte 
and delicate in their Ornaments, than a certain cal- 


legiate Church. In the latter Place, We might rea- 


ſonably expect the ſtricteſt Adherence to Purity, if 


We ſhould not meet with the Symbols of Piety 


and Incitements to Religion.— What then would be 
the Reflections of a judicious Obſerver, if, in ſuch 


a ſolemn -and venerable Edifice, He ſhould ſee a 


huge brawny Fellow ſtuck up againſt the Wall; 
with his Poſteriors half bare; his whole Body more 
than half naked; and in an Attitude none of the 
moſt decent . Excuſe me, Theron, I confeſs my- 

| | ſelf 


* Referring to the Monument, lately erected for 
Major GENERAL FLEMING, in Weſtminſfler- Abbey. 
Where under the General's Buſt, are placed Hercules 
and Pallas. Hercules with his Club and Lion's Skin, 
in the Manner related above. Pallas, with a Mirror 
and a Serpent at her Side.—The Reader may ſee a 
Picture and an Explanation of this Monument, in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for Auguft 1754. | 
As this Church has been the Burial-place of the moſt 
illuſtriqus Perſonages, for many Centuries ; as iths the 
Place, where a// our Kings receive their Crowns, and 
many of them depoſit their Aſhes ; as it is ſingularly emi- 
ent for its Antiquities and Monuments ; there is a large 
Reſort both of Natives and Foreigners, to view its 
grand and awful Curioſities. Whatever, therefore, is 
erected in a Place ſo circumſtanced and fo diſtinguiſhed, 
ſhould, I apprehend, not only diſplay an Air of Eleganee 
in the Execution, but include a Beauty of Holineſs in the 
Deſign. Becauſe, nothing can lay claim to the vc 
rar, Which is not poſſeſſed of the To epermoy. Nor can 
any Performances, thus ſituated, be pronounced truly 
2. „ 3 e | graceful, 


1 . 
%. 
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ſelf aſhamed even to rehearſe the Deſcription. How 


then can the Spectacle itſelf become the Houſe of 
Divine Worſhip ? * 

Ther. But perhaps this ſame brawny Fellow may 
repreſent a Heathen Demigod; one of the aol. 
worſhiped by Antiquityz the tutelary Deity of 
Valour. 

Aſp. And will this juſtify the Practice? Does not 
this add Profaneneſs to Immodeſty ? Are We Chri- 
ftians to thank Hercules for the Valaur of our War- 
riors, and make our Acknowledgments to Pallas for 
the Conduct of our Generals? Shall We Chri/tians 
behold with Admiration, or recognize as our Bene- 
factors, what the Apoſtle has ſtigmatized under the 
Character of Devils * ? N 
If HE, who overthrew the Tables of the 
Money-changers, had taken a Walk in theſe fa- 
mous Cloyſters, I am apt to ſuſpect, He would 
have paid no very agreeable Compliment to this fine 
Piece of Statuary. Take theſe Things hence, would 
probably have been his Command; and, make not the 
Precinfts of your Temple a Chamber of Pagan Imagery, 
his Rebuke f.— Neither is it at all unlikely, that the 
Image itſelf, notwithſtanding its inimitable Work- 
manſhip, might have ſhared the Fate of its Kinſman 
Dagon ; ; 


When 


graceful, but ſuch only as correſpond with the Character, 
and ſubſerve the Deſign of the ſacred Edifice. It was 
thought, by a very able Critic and a very candid Writer, 
-that mere Impropriety of Taſte, in ornamenting one of the 
Monuments, called for his Cenſure. Surely then a Vio- 
lation of Decency, and an Approach to Pagani/m, call 
more loudly for public Animadverſion, and proper Re- 
formaticn. See Spec. Vol, I, No 26. | 


” 1 or. 4. 20. + John ii. 16, 
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— When the captive Ark | 
Main- d his brute Image, Head and Hands lopp'd off 
In his own Temple, on the Groundſell Edge | 
When He fell flat, and ſham'd his Worſhippers x. 


Ther. But how ſhould the Artiſt repreſent” the 
great Atchievements and the ſhining Qualities of his 
Hero, if You will not allow Him to make uſe of 
theſe ſignificant Emblems ? 

Aſp. T queſtion, whether they are fo very ſigni- 
ficant. The Mirror ſeems to characterize a Fop, 
rather than a Soldier. It leads Us to think of a ſoft 
Narciſſus, admiring Himſelf; rather than a ſagacious 
General, planning the Operations of the Cam- 
paign.,—Beſides ; is ſacred Literature ſo deſtitute of | 
proper Emblems, that We muſt borrow the Deco- 
rations of our Churches and the Trophies of our 
Conquerors, from the Dreams of Superſtition or the 
Deluſions of Tdolatry ? How juſt and expreſſive are 
thoſe emblematical Repreſentations, exhibited in 


Exeliel's Viſion! Where Activity and Speed are 


ſignified, by Hands in Conjunction with Wings; and 
the deep, the complicated, yet ever harmonidus 
Schemes of Providence, by a M heel in the Middle of a 
Wheel, With what Propriety and Force are the 
nobleſt Endowments pictured, in the Revelations of 
St. John, and their grand Machinery! Superior 
Wiſdom and Benevolence of Heart, are deſcribed 
by the Face of a Man; Strength of Mind and In- 
trepidity of Spirit, by. the Viſage of @ Lion; 
Calmneſs of Temper and indefatigable Application, 


by 
* MitTon, B. I, 458. 
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by the Features of an Ox; a penetrating Diſcern- 

ment, and an expeditious Habit of acting, by the 

Form of a flying Eagle. | 
Theſe Hieroglyphics are graceful, are pertinent, 


and ſuch as every Spectator will underſtand. Whereas, 


the Devices of our new monumental Encomium are, 
I preſume, to the Unlearned hardly intelligible; 
to the Serious; little better than profane; and to 
every Beholder, indelicate if not immodeſt.—Ph:- 
lenor, I imagine, would bluſh to admit them into 
his Walks or Avenues. And I am forry to find 
them received into the moſt antient +, moſt 


renowned, and moſt frequented Church in the 
Kingdom. 


Talking in this Manner, they come to a curious 
Grave, formed on that uncommon Plan, propoſed 
by Mr. Addiſon, in one of his Spedtators,—It con- 
ſiſted wholly of Evergreens. Firs, clad in verdant 
Silver, pointed their reſinous Leaves, and ſhot aloft 
their towering Cones. Laurels arrayed in gloſſy 
Green, ſpread their ample Foliage, and threw abroad 
their rambling Boughs.—Bay-trees were expanded 
into a Fan, that no Weather could tarniſh ; or 
round:d into a Column, that knew not how to 

h moulder. 


Rev. iv. 7. | | 
+ Some Antiquarians trace back the Origin of this 
Church, even to the Reign of Lucius. Which 1s more 
than the Space of 1500 Years. Others ſuppoſe, that 


Sebert, King of the Eaſi-Saxons, about the Year of our 


LORD 603, built the firſt religious Structure on this 
Spot. All agree, that it was re-edified and inlarged by 
Edward the C:nfefſor ; and that the preſent ſtately and 
magnificent Fabric, was founded by Henry III. 
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moulder. While the Lauruſtinus ran out into a beau- 
tiful Irregalarity of Shape; and compacted her red- 
dening Gems, in order to unfold her whitening 
Bloom.—In one Place lay a Dale, gently finking, 
and coated with the Chamonule's natural Frieze; 
which never changes its Colour, never loſes it Gloſs. 
Near it, and ſcooped, You would imagine, from 
the ſame Hollow, aroſe a Mount, ſoftly ſwelling, 
and ſhagged with Furze; gay with perennial Ver- 


dure, and generally decked with golden Bloſſoms.— 


Here, You are led through a ſerpentine Walk, and 
Hedges of Box; and find, perhaps, a ſolitary Py- 
ramid or a capacious Urn, each compoſed of un- 


fading Yew. There You look through a ftrait 
Alley, fenced on either Side, and arched over Head, 


with mantling Philirea; and ſee, at the Extremity, 
an Obeliſk ſheathed in Ivy, and ornamented with its 
fable Cluſters, as with Wreaths of living Sculp- 
ture, —Scattered up and down, were ſeveral Sorts 
of Holly; ſome ſtriped with White; ſome ſpoted 
with Yellow ; ſome preparing to brighten and beau- 
tify the Scene, with Berries of glowing Scarlet. 

The Heads of the Trees, ariſing one above ano- 
ther, in a gradual Slope, from the diminutive Ma- 
zerean to the lofty Cypreſs ; the ſeveral Shadings of 
their green Attire, greatly diverſified, and judiciouſly 
intermixed ; afford, efpecially in the Winter-ſeaſon, 
a moſt inlivened and lovely Proſpect.— As the Sun- 


ſhine is, by the Frequenters of this Grove, uſually 
more coveted than the Shade; it is fo diſpoſed, as 


to admit, in one Part or another, every Gleam of 


fine Weather, which exhilarates the Winter. 


Asp. 


* 
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- Aſp. There muſt be ſomething unſpeakably pleaſing 
in a Plantation, which appears lively and fruitful, 
when all its Neighbours of the wood-land Race, are 
barren, bleak, or dead. 'But, how much more 
chearing and delightful muſt it be; when decrepit 
Age, or bodily Infirmities, have impaired the Vi- 
gour, and laid waſte the Gratifications of our youth- 
ful Prime; to find a ſolid uudecaying Pleaſure, in the 


Favour of GOD, and the Hope of Glory !—Now ] 


indeed the feathered Tribes reſort to the more flow- 
ing Umbrage of. the Poplar and the Aſh. But 
amidſt December's Cold, You ſhall obſerve them for- 
faking the leafeſi Woods, and flocking to this 
friendly Receptacle ; hopping acroſs the ſunny 
Walks, or fheltering themſelves, in the wet and 
ſtormy Day, under theſe truſty Boughs. So, the 
many thoughtleſs Creatures, who turn their Back 
upon Religion, amidſt the ſoſt and ſoothing Careſſes 
of Proſperity ; will want, extremely want, its - 
vereign Supports, under the ſharp and diſtreſſing Aſ- 
faults of Adverlity, Sickneſs, and Death, — This 
Collection, it is true, may not equal the Groves of 
annual Verdure, in Floridity of Dreſs; but it far 
exceeds them, in the Duration of its Ornaments. 
Ere long, yonder ſhewy Branches will be ſtript of 
their Holiday Clothes: whereas, theſe will retain 
their Honours, when thoſe are all Rags or Na- 
_ kedneſs. Thus will it be with every Refuge for our 
poor, imperfect, ſinful Souls; excepting. only the 
| Righteouſneſs of our LORD FESUS CH RST. 
* Jodi Thing elſe will fade as a Leaf. This, my 
Theron, and this alone is an Evergreen: always free 
for our Acceptance, and always effectual to ſave. 


Ther, 


* Iſa, Ixiv. 6. 
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Ther. An Evergreen it is. But, like the ruddy 
and inviting Fruits, which hang on the uppermoſt 
Boughs of thoſe lofty Trees in 'the Orchard, it 
ſeems to be quite out of my Reach. 

Aſp. Are You ſenſible, That You need the im- 


maculate and perfect Righteouſneſs of our SA- 


VIOUR? 
Ther. Was Jonah ſenſible, how much He needed 
the cooling Shelter of his Gourd; when the Sun 
ſmote fiercely upon his Temples, and all the Fer- 
vours of the fiery Eaſt were glowing around Him? 
o is your Theron ſenſible, that, without a far bet- 
ter Righteouſneſs than his own, He muſt inevitably be 


condemned by the Sentence of the Law, and cannot 
poſſibly ſtand before the high and holy GOD. 


Aſp. Remember then, what our LORD ſays to 


ſuch Perſons ; Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give You Reft *. How gra- 
cious is the Invitation? Come unto ME, the Father 


of Compaſſions, and the Giver of every good Gift. 


—How extenſive as well as gracious! All that are 


weary 4, toiling in a fruitleſs Purſuit of Happineſs, 


CI 


and ſpending your Labour for that which ſatisfieth 


not. All that are heavy laden , oppreſſed with 
the Servitude of Sin, or bowed down under a 


Load of Miſery.—Theſe, all theſe are called; and 


You, my Friend, in the Number.—They have not a 
Ticket, a Bond, or ſome inferior Pledge, to aſcertain - 
their Succeſs ; but they have a Promiſe from Faith- 
fulneſs and Truth itſelf. J will give 1 Reft, ſays 
Vor, III. a the 


" Matt. xi. 28. 
+ 1 tf H.poshoh⁰e 


— 
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the Strength of Iſrael ; whoſe Will is Fate, and his 
Word the Baſis of the Univerfe._Andif CHRIST 
will give You Reft; He will waſh You in that Blood, 
which atones; and inveſt You with that Righteouſ- 
neſs, whicb juſtifies. Since nothing ſhort of theſe 
Mercies, can afford any Satisfaction to the guilty 
Conſcience, or true Satisfaction to the reſtleſs Soul. 
Permit me to aſk farther ; Do You earneſtly deſire 
this Righteouſneſs ? h | 5 

Ther. Will yonder Hirelings, when fatigued with 
the Heat and Burden of a long, laborious, ſultry 
Day, defire the Shades of the Evening, and the 
Repoſe of the Night ?—I can truly, on this Occa- 


, % 
- 


fion, adopt the Words of the Prophet; The Deſire 


of my Soul is to thy Name, Bleſſed JESUS, and to 
the Remembrance of thy Rigbteouſneſs. The very 
Mention of this ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs is Muſic to 
my Ears. Every freſh, though diſtant Diſcovery of 
it, gleams Pleaſure upon my Mind. And that would 
be a welcome Day, a Day greatly to be diſtin- 
guiſhed, which ſhould bring it near to my View, 
and home to my Soul. 


Ap. Say not then, my dear Friend, that CHRIST, 
| and the Bleflings of his Purchaſe, are beyond your 

| Reach. They are now, even now at your Door. 
You need not argue, anxiouſly and deſpondingly; 
I bo. ſball aſcend into Heaven, to bring down CHR IST 

from above? Or, who ſhall. deſcend into the Deep, to 
| bring up CHRIST from beneath*? There is no 
uch Impoſſibility, no ſuch Difficulty in the Thing. 
CHRIST and his Righteouſneſs, CHR IST and 


his Salvation, are brought nigh in the Word of Pro- 


miſe. 


"han wp; 
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miſe. And if thou fhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the 
LORD FESUS, as dying on the Croſs for thy 
Redemption: if thou alt believe in thy Heart, that 
GOD bath raiſed Hin from the Dead for thy Juſtifi- 
cation, thou ſhalt be ſaved *. In fo doing, thou ſhalt 
receive Remiſſion bf Sinz and Power ts withſtand its 
T emptations. 

Have You neverz in your Travels; | been overtaken 
by the dark and tempeſtuous Night? When; chilled 
with the Cold; and almoſt drowned in the Rain; 
You arrived at the Houſe of ſome valued F riend, Was 
You riot willing to gain Admittance ? 

Wer. Willing! I was deſirots; I was almoſt im- 
patient; I thought every Moment an Hour; till the 
hoſpitable Door. opened: till I exchanged the diſmal 


Gloom and the driving Storin, fot the chearſul Light 


and the amiable Company within. | 

Aſp. The adored EMMANUEL vrofelſzs Hint 
ſelf equally willing to come unto You; Behold! ſays 
the SAVIOUR of the World, I and dt tht 
Door, and knack. If any Man hear my dice, and open 
th Door, I will came in unio Him, and will ſup 
with Him, and He with M E 4.—Like one expoled 
to all the Inclemencies of the Air, whoſe Head is fall 


id with Dew, and his Locks with the Drops of tht 


Night 1, He is not only willing, but deſirous to enter. 


A Rlands at thi Door, with great Long-ſuffering 


and Perſeverance ; till all Obſtacles are removed, or 
rather fill that one grand Obſtacle is taken out of the 


Way, Unbelief,—He #nocks, by the Preaching of 


his Word, and the Promiſe of his Goſpel; like One 
1 who” 


1 Rom. x. 9. t Rev, li 46. — 
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- who. ſolicits Admiſſion, and will take no Denial.— 
Hear then his ſoliciting Voice, and He will ſup with 
You; will make his Abode with You, will mani- 
feſt his Glories.in You, and communicate his Grace 
to You. Believe his promiſing Word, and You ſhall 
ſup with Him; this will be refreſhing to your diſ- 
treſſed Soul, as the moſt ſumptuous Banquet to the 
famiſhed Stomach and craving Appetite. . 

Der. I cannot open my Heart. 

Ap. CHRIST has the Key of David. He 
openeth, and None can ſhut; He ſhuteth, and None 
can open *, HE is able to make all Grace, not 
only to exiſt in You, but abound towards You +.— 
And, what is ſtill more encouraging, He is profeſl- 
edly the Author and Finiſher of our Faith 1. Since 
He has claimed this Character to Himſelf, ſince He 
has undertaken to execute this Office, why ſhould 
We harbour the leaſt Diſtruſt? Will H E not fulfil 
his own Office, and act agreeably to his own Cha- 
raQter ?—Be not, my dear Theron, be not faithleſs, 
but believing. 

Ther. This I believe—That I am a loſt Sinner; | 
wager the Curſe of the Law, and liable to the 

rath of GOD. That there is no Relief for my 
Diſtreſs, but in CHRIST and his tranſcendent 
Merits. II E, and HE alone, is able to ſave me 
from my Guilt, and all its diſmal Train of 
Miſeries. He is a SAVIOUR fully proportioned 
to my Wants; ; exactiy ſuited to my ſeveral Neceſ- 
ſities. —1 believe, and am perſuaded, That, if I was 
intereſted i in the Divine TE 8 US, my Sould ſhould 


Ve. 
* | 4h 
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Aßp. Be ' perſuaded likewiſe, That there is no 
clogging Qualification, no Worth to be poſſeſſed, no 
Duty to be performed, in order to your full Partici- 
pation of CHRIST and his Riches. Only be- 
lieve, and they are all your own. CHRIST 
dwelleth in our Hearts—How ? By legal Works, and 
laborious Prerequiſites? No; but by Faith *. He 
that believeth on the $ O N, 5 chimerical? far 
from it; a real and a ſubſtantial Happineſs ; even 
everlafiny Life +. | 

Ther. Ah | my Aſpaſio I cannot believe. I feel 
my Impotency. My Mind is, as You formerly 

hinted, like the withered Arm. 

Asp. It is no fmall Advantage, Theron, to de con- 
vinced of our Inability in this Reſpect. This is, if 
not the Beginning of Faith, the Sign of its Ap- 
proach; and ſhews it to be, if not in the Soul, yet 
at the very Door. Fear not, my Friend. He who 
bids Vou ſtretch out, will ſtrengthen the withered 
Arm. He firſt makes Us ſenſible of our Weakneſs, 
and then fulfills all the good Pleaſure of = Wi Il, and 
the Wark of Faith with Power . 

Can You doubt of his Willingneſs ? Then go to 
Mount Calvary, There liſten to the Sounding of his 
Bowels, and of his Mercies towards You l. Has not 
every Drop of Blood a Tongue ? Cannot You read 
a Language in each ſtreaming Wound, and hear a 
Voice in every dying Pang ?—Do they not all ſpeak 
his infinite Love even to wretched Sinners ? Do, they 
not all addreſs You with that tender Remonſiranch, 
0 Thou of little Faith, Wherefore deft thou doubt & 

7 * Nay; 


* Eph. iii. 17. + John iii. 36. 1 2 Tbeſf. LINE: 


f Ifa. Ixiii. 15. Matt. xiv. 31. 
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Nay ; do they not all declare, with an Energy ſu- 


Perior i@ the Force of Words, Fhat he wilt deny 
You no Manner of thing that is good ? 


Ide gave his Blood, what Gift will be with-hold! 


Ther, I am aſhamed to recollect, what miſtaken 
Notions I once entertained, concerning the Eaſineſs 
of. Believing. As though it were to be performed, 
| like the Act of riſing from our Seat, or ſteping 

into a Coach, by our own Strength, and at our own 
Time. What a Stranger. was I then, to the Blind- 
neſs of my Underſtanding, and the Hardneſs of my 
Heart; to my Bondage under Unbelief, and Averſe- 
neſs to the Way of Salvation by Grace through Faith! 
D. Since you are ſenfible of your Impotence, 
beware of the contrary. Extreme. Becauſe You can- 
not, by your own Strength, exerciſe Faith, Jet not 
this occaſion a tame Reſignation of Yourſelf to In- 
fidelity. You muſt endeavour, diligently endeavour, 
to. believe; z and wait, and pray, for the Divine 


SPIRIT. Though it is his Office to teſtify of 


CHRIST. and bring mar the REDEEMER: 


Righteouſneſs : Yet bis Influences are not to ſuper- | 


ſede, but to encourage our own Efforts.—/#orh oui 
your own Saluation with Pear and Trembling ; here 
is our Duty. Fur it i GQD that worketh in you 
beth to will and to du +3 here i is our Encouragement. 
And O! what a glorious Encouragement, to have 
the Arm of Omnipotence ſtretched out, ſor our Sup- 
port and our Succour! 

TDzier. How, or in what Manner, does the Divine 
SPIRIT work Faith in the Heart of a Sinner ? 


You 


Ia. xlyi. : 1 l. vo. 
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You wonder, perhaps, that I aſk fuch a Queſtion. 
But my Apprehenſions are ſtrangely dull, and my 
Views very dim, with regard to ſpiritual Things. 
If, in this Reſpect, I have any Sight, it is like his, 
who ſaw Men as Trees walking ; faw theſe ſe- 
veral Objects, but ſo obſcurely, ſo confuſedly, that 
He could not diſtinguiſh one from the other, only by 
the Circumſtance of Motion. 

Aſp. The moſt inlightened Minds ſee only in 
part 3 ; and all have Reaſon, to make the blind Beg- 
gar's Supplication, their own Requeſt; LORD, 
that I may receive my Sight — The Operation of the 
Holy SPIRIT in producing Faith, is thus de- 
ſcribed by a Maſter in Iſrael; The Divine 
« SPIRIT brings CHRIST and his Righte- 
« ouſnefs nigh unto Us in the Promiſe of the Goſpel ; 
cc clearing at the ſame Time our Right and War- 
cc rant to intermeddle with all, without Fear of vi- 
te cious Intromiffion 5 encouraging and enabling to 
& a Meaſure of confident Application, and taking 
« Home all to Ourſelves, freely, without Money, 
c and without Price.” 

You was once, Theron, a zealous Advocate for 
Works. Now You ſeem to have abandoned 
Clients. Remember, my dear Friend, what 
our LORD FESUS CHRIST ſays; This is the 
Wark of GO D, of all Works moſt acceptable and 
moſt honourable to the Divine MAJESTY, that 
Yon believe on Him, whom He hath ſent *. 

Ther, The true Belief, according to your No- 
tion, Aſpaſio, is ſo refined and exalted a Virtue, 

80. T 4 ___ thay 
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that I very much queſtion, whether I ſhall ever be 
able to attain it. POE 

As. If you are unable to attain it, is the 
LORD unable to give it? Our Sufficiency for this 
and every good Work, is not in Ourſelves, but in 
. GOD.—And to Him Difficulties are eaſy. Before 
Him Mountains are a Plain.—You will pleaſe to re- 
member, that Sinners are ſaid to believe, not through 
their own Ability, but through the Power of 
Grace. And you will permit me to aſk, How you 
became acquainted with my Notion of Faith! 

' Ther. I am not fo inattentive a Reader of your 
. Letteis, as to forget your Definition of this momen- 
tous Article. Faith, you ſay, is A real Perſua- 
& ſion *, that the bleſſed FESUS has ſhed his 
% Blood for me, and fulfilled all Righteouſneſs in 
<6 my Stead: that, through this great Atonement 
& and glorious Obedience, He has purchaſed even 
« for my ſinful Soul, Reconciliation with G O D, 
e ſanctifying Grace, and all ſpiritual Bleſſings +.” 


Aſp. 


Budæus and Stephens derive the original Word from 
erica, He is perſuaded: and, I think, very pro. 
perly ; for, whatever We believe, of that We have 
a real Perſuaſion.— The latter moſt accurate and ma- 
ſterly Critic gives this Interpretation of wir. Per- 
ſuaſſo certa, quam in nobis efficit Spiritus Sanctus, de Salute in 
Chriflo promiſja, quam fibi quiſque credendo applicat. To 
corroborate. which Expoſition, He adds; Hae etiam in 
Significatione Nomen Fidei a T healogis Latinis receptum fuit. 

1 See Letter X. Here is, it muſt be acknowledged, a 
total Omiſſion of all preparatory or rather impulſive Diſpo- 
tions; ſuch as Conviction of Sin, and Hungering after 
Salvation.—Here is likewiſe a total Silence concerning 

all Cauſes, inſtrumentul or efficient, ſuch as the Power 
of the Divine WORD, and the Agency of the Divine 
SPIRIT. —No Mention is made of the Fruits or Con- 

. I comitants ; 


tl 
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Aſp. 1 am obliged to you, Theron, for the Ho- 
nour You do my Letter; and I hope, You will pay 
an equal Regard to the Determination of our 
Church. You once apprehended, that my Attach- 
ment to the Church of England was unſettled and 
wavering. Judge now, who has moſt thoroughly 
imbibed her Doctrines, and is moſt invariably tena- 
cious of her true Intereſts. —In the fiiſt Part of the 
Homily concerning the Sacrament, We have this 
Definition. of Faith; „It is a Belief, not only 
« that the Death of CHRIST is available for 
« the Remiſhon of Sins, and Reconciliation with 
« GOD, but alſo that He made a full and ſuffi- 
« cient Sacrifice for thee, a perfect Cleanſing for thy 
« Sins *. | | | 
My Notion of Faith, You fee, is evidently the 
Voice of the Eſtabliſhment ; and, I think it gives 
Us a clear intelligible Senſe, ſuited to the moſt com- 
mon Acceptation of the Word. Such as would 
naturally ariſe in the Mind of a Stranger, who, 
without any Bias on his Judgment, ſhould inquire 
into- the Purport of our Religion, or conſider the 
Language of our Bible. 7 
Ther. How ſuited to the moſt common Acceptation of 
the Word? : 
| | Aſp. 


eomitants; ſuch as Love to CHRIST, Love of the 
Brethren, or Purity of Heart.—Nothing is exhibited to 
View, but the Form and Eſſence of Faith; or that par- 
ticular Act, which characterixes and conſiitutes real Faith; 
which diſtinguiſhes it from the hypocritical Pretenſion, 
and the hiſtorical Notion.— This ſimple View is given, 
that the Mind may fix upon the grand Point, and not be 
embarraſſed with a Multiplicity of Ideas. 

* Anſwerable to this, was the Doctrine of the primi- 
tive Church; H wir; Som-, Toy O2 CHRYSOST. 


- 
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Ap. When You ſent a Meſſage to your Tenant 
— who, in his laſt Sickneſs, exprefſed fo much Un. 
eaſineſo on account of his numerous Family, and 
embarraſſed Circumſtances—afſuring Him, that you 
had canceled the Bond, and forgiven his Debt, 


When You told the poor Woman—whoſe Huſband. 


fell from the loaded Waggon, and broke both his 
Legs—that you would. order a Surgeon to attend 
Him, and would continue his weekly Pay. How 
did they regard, how receive your promiſed Kind- 
neſs? So let Us credit the gracious Declarations of 
our GOD; fo accept his faithful Promiſe; and 
then we ſhall anſwer the Import of the Word— 
then we ſhall trul y believe. 

Ther. Where is there, in Scripture, any Thing 
parallel or ſimilar to theſe Inftances? _ 

Aſp. Have You never read the Words of Micah; 
bo is a GOD like unto Thee, that pardoneth Bug, 


and paſſeth by Tranſgreſſon x? Here is the gracious 


Declaration.—He will turn again; He will have 
Compaſſion upon Us ; He will fabdue our Iniquities +. 
Here is the faithfal Promiſe. —And why my Friend, 
why ſhould We pay leſs Credit to the ever living 
JEHOVAH, than to a Man © whoſe Breath is 
< in his Noftrils?” Is there Treachery with the 


HOLY ONE of Iſrael? Does the LORD make, 


and then violate his Promiſe ? © Aſk now of the Days 
is that are paſt, aſk from the one Side of Heaven 


<< unto the other, whether * a Thing hath ever 


„ been?” 
Ther. GO D has never violated his Promiſe, 
when it was expreſly made, and ee ap- 
plied. 


Mic. vii. 18: F Mic. vii. 19. 
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plied. But, in this Circumſtance, there is a wide 
Difference between the Caſe of your F riend, and 
the Caſe of his poor People. I named the Object 
of my Compaſſion in one of the Inſtances, and 
| made a perſonal Application in the other. Neither 
of which is done in the Scriptures. 

Aſp. Though We are not particularly named, yet 
We are very exactly deſcribed, by our Family, our 
Inclination, our Practice. What ſays eternal Wil. 
dom, when ſhe makes a Tender of her ineſtimable 
Bleſſings ? To You, O Men, not to fallen Angels, 
I call ; and my Voice is, not to this Man or that Man 

excluſively, but to the Sons of Men indefinitely F.— 
What ſays the holy Apoſtle, when He publiſhes the 
Counſels of Heaven? This is a faithful Saying, and 
worthy of all Acceptation, that CHRIST F ESU Scame 
into the World to ſave—the Upright? the Unblame- 
able? Was this the Caſe, our Hopes weuld be co- 
vered with a Cloud ; or rather, totally and. finally 
eclipſed. But ſee! they are clear as the Light, and 
conſpicuous as the Noon-Day. For He came 
(chearing, charming Weed I) He came to fave 
Sinners +. 

Conſonant to all which, is the Declaration of 
another facred Envoy. He, the PRINCE of 
Peace, the MONARCH of the Univerſe, /uf- 
fered—for whom: They, in whoſe Behalf this 
matchleſs Ranſom was paid, muft have an undeni- 
able Right, to look upon Redemption as their own. 
And bleſſed, for ever bleſſed be G OD, it is moſt 

peremptorily ſaid, He ſuffered for the Unjuft t- 


That 
* Prove vi g f 1 Tim, 1.19. $1 Per fl 18, 
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That no Part of our Character might be omitted, 
and no Sort of our Miſery paſs unrelie ved, it is far- 
ther declared; I ben Ve were without Strength, 
CHRIST died for the Ungodly*, When We were 
ungodly, and conſidered only as ungodly Creatures; 

neither poſſeſſed of any Thing amiable, nor having 
the leaſt Ability to acquire it; nay, when We were 
Chargeable with horrid Guilt, and incapable of expi- 
ating a ſingle Offence ; then, even then CHRIST 
died, and for ſuch abominable W retches he died. — 
Are We not of the human Family? Are We not 
wnjuf! + towards our Fellow-creatures, and wngodly 
towards our great CREATOR? Are We not, 
in all Relations and in every Reſpect, Sinners? If 
We are (and upon theſe Queſtions, Incredulity itſelf 
will ſcarcely demut) let Us not frowardly reject, ra- 
ther let Us thankfully receive thoſe ſpiritual Trea- 
fures, which, by virtue of the afore-cited Convey- 
- ance, belong to /uch People: which, by ſeveral other 
Clauſes in the Will and Teſtament of our crucified 
LORD, evidently devolve to ſuck Perſons. | 

Ther. Is it poſſible, Aſpaſo? Can We be war- 
ranted and encouraged to receive theſe Treaſures, in 
a Capacity and under a Denomination, which 1 
ſhould think more likely to exclude Us; diſinherit 
Us; and overthrow all our Pretenſions? 

Aſp. This may feem ſtrange, but it is true. All 
the Bleſſings of the Goſpel proceed upon a Suppo- 
fuion of Sinfulneſs. CHRIST is made Wi/dom 
unto his People; but what Occaſion for the Acceſ- 

Ti ſion 


* Rom v. 6. 
+ He is unjuft towards his Neighbour, who neglects 
to love his Neighbour as him/elf. And if this is the 
Standard, who has not fallen ſhort ? | 


4 
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ſion of Wiſdom, unleſs it be in the Caſe of Igno- 
rance and Folly ? CHRIST is made Reghteouſneſs ; 
but who can ſtand in need of a juſtifying Righieouſ- 
neſs, if they are not in themſelves unprofitable and 
guilty ? CHRIST is made Sandification ; and does 
not this imply a State of Corruption to be remedied, 
a Body of Sin to be deſtroyed? CHRIST is made 
Redemption; and from what are Perſons redeemed,” 
but from Chains and Bondage, from Miſery 'and 
Ruin, from all Manner of Evil? 

It is alſo a moſt precious and invaluable Truth. 
Such as I would hold faſt, and never, never Jet go. 
When I ſearch for my own Endowments, I. find 
nothing that I dare venture to plead. Being, in my 
beſt Moments, and amidſt my choiceſt Duties, 2 
Sinner. As this is, at all times, my undoubted 
Character, I have at all times, an undoubted War- 
rant to ſay, The Uncreated WISDOM calleth 

the Bleſſed FESUS came to /ave me: the 
Gin MESSIAH ſuffered Death for ne- 

Let me illuſtrate the Point. — Romulus, You know, 
the Founder of the Roman Empire, was a poor 
Prince: had but a Handful of Subjects, and very 
ſcanty Territories. What Expedient could He de- 
viſe, to inlarge the Boundaries of the one, and aug- 
ment the Number of the other? He iſſued a Procla- 
mation, addrefled to Outlaws and Criminals ; all 
that were involved in Debt, or obnoxious to Pu- 
niſhment, Promiſing, that as many as would ſettle 
under his Dominion, ſhould be ſecured from Proſe- 
cution, and veſted with conſiderable Privileges. — 
We will ſuppoſe a Perſon in thoſe diſtreſſed Circum- 
ſtances, Upon hearing the welcome Invitation, He 
hangs down his Head, and with a dejected Air, 


cries; 


2. * 
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cries; © I am a Debtor, I am a Criminal, and 
« therefore unworthy of the royal Protection. 
What Anſwer ſhould be made to ſuch a difpirited 
| Complainer? Make the ſame to Youtſelf, whenever 
You are inclined to renew the preſent Objections. 
— Remembering, that the infinite and eternal SO- 
VEREIGN, to diſplay the Magnificence of his 
"Majeſty, and 'manifeft the Riches of his Goodneſs, 
has commiſſioned his Ambaſſadors to publiſh in 
every Nation under Heaven—<© That all unhappy 
« Sinners, who are oppreſſed by the Devil and liable 
& to Damnation, may come to CHRIST, and 
« rely on CHRIST. May, in this Manner, ob- 
“ tain Pardon, Righteouſneſs, and all the Privileges 
46. of Children.“ 

Ther. At this rate, the vile/? Miſcreants have as 
clear, nay have the very ſame Warrant to believe in 
CHRIST, and receive his OR, as the higheft 
Saints. 

Aſp. The very ſame: In this Reſpe& there is no 
Difference. All have ſinned, and muſt ſue for ſpi- 
ritual Bleſſings, not as deſerving, but as guilty Crea- 
tures ; muſt receive them, not as the Recompence 
of their own Worth, but as the Iſſues of infinite 
Mercy.—The vileſt Miſcreants are blinded by the 
Devil, and enſlaved to their Lufts. Therefore they 
ſee no Beauty in a SAVIOUR, that they ſhould 
deſire Him. Whereas, when the Divine SPIRIT 
opens their Eyes, and inclines their Hearts, they diſ- 
cover and make uſe of juſt the ſame Right to 
CHRIST and his Merit, as the higheſt Saints. 
A Right founded, not on their awakened Deſires, 


not 


2G HH AVON? 
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not on any thing in themſelves, but purely, ſalely, 
entirely on the free Grant of a S AVIOUR. 

Should You aſk the higheſt Saints, On what their 
Hopes are grounded? This, or fomething to this 
Effect, would be their Reply On the free Exhi- 
« bition of CHRIST and his Salvation, recorded 
« in the Word of Truth. There We find it writ- 
« ten, To You, though Gentiles and Idolaters, is 
« preached the Remiſſion of Sins *,——The Promiſe is 
« 4% You, even to You, whe/e wicked Hands have 
« crucified and ſlain the LORD of Life; and not to 
you only, but 7 all that are afar off, even as many as 
« the LORD our GOD, by the Meſſage of his ever- 
“ laſting Goſpel, ſhall call f. We remember, Theron, 
« though You ſeem to have forgotten, the wretched 
« Outcaſt, polluted in its Blood, yet accepted by the 
«© HOLY ONE of JTfrael. We remember the 
« heavenly Gifts, received by the triumphant R E- 
« DEEMER, for Enemies, and for the Rebel- 
« ious, Nor can we eaſily forget the Promiſe of 
ce Forgiveneſs whick was made, and the Bleſſing of 
« Forgiveneſs which was vouchſafed, even to the 
« Murderers of the LORD of Glory . 

Ther. 


Acts xii. 38. + Accs ii. 39. 

+ 425 ii. 39. Call in the ſame Manner, as He call - 
ed Thoſe, to whom Peter ſpake. Which evidently 
means, not the inward efficacious Call, wrought by the 
_ SPIRIT ; but the outward Call, delivered in the 
Word. Otherwiſe, We muſt ſuppoſe every individual 

Perſon, in this promiſcuous Aſſembly, to be ſavingly 
changed. Which will hardly be credited by Thoſe, 
who remember, that the Congregation conſiſted of 
Mockers, Murderers, and Sinners. : 


* Referring to Dialogue XV. 
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| Ther, This is a pleaſing Suppoſition. But it would 
be more ſatis factory, if You ſhould produce any of 
the Saints ſpeaking in this Manner? 

Aſp. Iſaiab, Y ou will allow, was a Saint of no 
inferior Rank. Yet He breathes the Spirit I am de- 
ſcribing, and acts the Part I am vindicating. Turn 
to that Epitome of the Goſpel, his fifty-third Chap- 
ter. There You may obſerve Him, claiming a 
Share in the greateſt of all Privileges, Salvation 
through the Blood of CHRIST. How does He 
advance and maintain his Claim ? Not in the Capa- 


city of a ſanctiſied, but under the Character of a 
finful Perſon. Theſe are his Words; The LORD 


hath laid on him, on his Son CHRIST FESUS, 
the Tniquity of Us all *. Of me, and of my Bre- 
thren in Piety, does He mean? No; but of me, and 
of my Fellow-tranſgreſſors. This is evidently im- 
plied in the Clauſe I have quoted. In the preceding 
Part of the Verſe, the Prophet explains Himſelf, 
and leaves no Room for Heſitation. Ali We, lite 
Sheep, have gone ray; 3 He have turned every One 
to bis own Ways; yet our Tranſgreſſions, our Ini- 
quities, the GOD of all Mercy has transferred 
from us, and charged upon our REDEEMER.— 
As the vileſt Miſcreants are indiſpenſibly obliged to 
confeſs the former, they have a free and full Right 
to profeſs, to aſſert, and to believe the latter. 


— 


At this You may Probably wonder : at this We 


ought. all to wonder: this is that amazingly rich 
Grace, which will be the Wonder of Saints and 


Angels through a boundleſs Eternity. — Vet, though 


We wonder, let us not murmur. Let not the 
| 1 elder 


's 16. I's. 
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elder Brother repine, becauſe the young Prodigal en- 
ters at the ſame Door, and is admitted to the ſame 
Table with Himſelf. 

To this Teſtimony of the Saints, ſhall I add the 
Deciſion of their King? GOD fo loved the World, 
even the fallen, the wicked, the apoſtate World; 
that, in the Fulneſs of Time, He gave bis only be- 
gotten S ON, to bring in a perfect Righteouſneſs, 
and obtain eternal Redemption. And He ſtill gives 
Him, with all his ſaving Benefits, in the Promiſe of 
the Goſpel. 

Der. Does this general Gift warrant a Sinner, 
to make a particular Application of all to Himſelf ? 

Aſp. It warrants, it demands, and in other In- 
ſtances obtains, a particular Application: When Jo- 
naß, in purſuance of the divine Command, cried and 
ſaid, Yet forty Days, and Nineveh Hall be overthrown, 
Here was no particular Mention of Man, Woman, or 
Child. Neither the King, nor the Nobles, nor the 
Commons were ſpecified. Much leſs was each and 
every Inhabitant threatened by Name: Never- 
theleſs, this general Denunciation alarmed them all z 
was influential on them all. Inſomuch that the 
People of Nineveh believed GOD, and proclaimed a 
Faſt, and put on Sackdoth, from the greateſt of them 
even to the leaſt f. They believed; hence We learn 
the true Nature of Believing; © GOD ſpeaks to 
e „e; and what he ſpeaks, He will perform; is 
its genuine Profeſſion. Hence We likewiſe diſcover, 
who they are which ought in this Manner to apply 
Ihe general Word; all, from N even unto the 
greateſt, believed. 


Vor. III. 8 Ther, 
John fi. 16. + Jonah ili. 5. 
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' Ther. The Caſe is not parallel, Aſpaſio. This waz 
a Denunciation of Vengeance, not a Promiſc of 


r 


Grace. lis 

Aßb. And can Vou fubpaſe, that 60 D is more 
liberal of Vengeance, than He is communicative of 
Grace? Vengeance is his ſtrange Work, but in 
Mercy and Loving-kindneſs He delighteth.—Are We 
bound to believe and apply his dreadful T hreatenings? 
Not allowed to believe and apply his precious Pro- 
miſes? Surely, the LO RD's Ways are not fo un- 
equal. — When the Law ſays, Curſed is every One, 
that continueth not in all Thbings*; ſhould not every 
 Hearer take this to Himſelf, and ſubmit to the Sen- 
tence of juft Condemnation ? When the Goſpel ſays, 
HE came to fave that which is loft +; ſhould not 
every Hearer take this alfo to. himſelf, and embrace 
ap Tender of free Salvation? 

However, if You diflike my Inſtance, I will 
give You another; which is not of the vindictive, 
but of the beneficent Kind. —When the Manna 
made its firſt Appearance in the Wilderneſs; when 
the Vfraeliles knew, neither what it was, nor for 
whom intended; both thefe Particulats were explain- 
ed by Moaſes. This is the Bread which the LORD 
bath given Tau to cat t. No Mention is made of 
any individual Perſon. Yet the whole Congre- 
gation, looked upon this as an undoubted Permiſſion, 
both ſor theqſelves and their Child: en, to gather, to 
fetch home, and to uſe the miraculous Food. And 
here Theron, here lies the principal Difference between 
the vile Miſereant, and the exalted Saint; not that 


the one was Originally W than the Other; not that 


. | $ the 


Gal. 111, 10. 4 Matt. xvili. 11. { Exod. xvi. 15. 
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the One has a clearer Grant of CHRIST than 
the Other; but the latter has gathered the heavenly 
Manna, and uſes it to his - unſpeakable Advantage. 
Whereas, it lies round about the Tents of the 
former ; and whoever will, _ take, _ eat, and 
his Soul ſhall live. 

Ther. GOD gave the Manna to all the Iſraelites, 
both good and bad. But does He give CHRI $ * 
with this unlimited Freeneſs? | 

Aß. Our LORD Himſelf, aluding to this very 
Miracle, vouchſafes You an Anſwer. My FAT HE R 
giveth You the true Bread from Heaven . My F A- 
THER giveth You his incarnate SON, and his 
divinely excellent Righteouſneſs. Theſe are Bread 


indeed ; Bread, which came down from the Regions 


of Reaver ; and Bread, which nouriſheth the Soul 
for the Joys of Heaven, —This my FATHER 
giveth Tou; though not in actual Poſſeſſion, yet in 
Right to poſſeſs. This He giveth You, in the free 


indefinite Grant of his Word: without which Grant, 


any Attempt to poſſeſs, even in the moſt upright of 
Men, would be illegal and preſumptuous : by virtue 
of which Grant, even the poor Sinner has an unque- 
ſtionable Warrant to receive and poſſeſs the Riches 
of CH RI ST. 

Der! Unqueſlimable! Is not t this Expreffion too pe- 
remptory? That "ſuch a Grant ſhould be made to 
Believers, I can eaſily conceive, But is it made to 
Sinners to any Sinners —to the moſt abandoned 
Sinners? 


6 2 Afp. 


John vi. 32. 


vi 


0 2 — es — — — 
— — * r 2 
— 7 of He * 8 * be RI . ec SF. n Wa ns x Yep wk ACK" * . 2 5 - 
ot FAIT, c 9. CO oe STE 11 1 . 3 2 — es; — oe en en — ADS LES i pe =_ * 2 . 
4 1 — — - yg — 2 = \* 2 K 2 M4 Tas 4 RT TR n 3 0 y > 5 = 
& i= 5 1 ane * Bs — — | Ky — — — = = 2 
- Rent Lge” b — — r — — 2 is > 2 * n e > = 
— — — — SK e 
—— — — — 
—.. ͤ — 1 
= | TS — — 
— — n . — — 5 


3 


nn 3 N 4 
x — n r 
ER art — 2 2 — N r — . = Z 7 
—— — — — ＋ 2 * 4 = r — ** RE — 
i — 2288 ade WS. rr 2 — — — GD: 8 SE. ” 3 
IDS : — A 2. ̃ͤ Ea are Fir eget - th. at — — 
2 1 a 5 — pre do” . b 8 — a — 
- ; a — — — : We 5 : y — . " TD _- 
— r . * pf e i jt 7 
* 


— ey 


85 
fy 
Wi. 
3 
2 
© 


3 DIALOGUE XVI. 


Aſp. Yes, Theron, to Singers. Ang when Sinners 
receive. the Grant, then they commence Believers, 
Was it made to Believers only, no Man, living 
would inherit the Bleſſing. Becauſe all Men are, by 
the Depravity and Impotence of their Nature, origi- 
nally concluded under Sin and Unbelief. 
What ſaid aur LORD? My Father giveth Du; 
that is, the People who ſtogd: around, and heard his 
gracious Voice, Many of whom were in a carnal 
State habitually, and even then were in 2 murmur- 
ing wicked Frame *. What ſays his Prophet? To 
Us a Son is given: not to Us, who were antece- 
dently Children of the Light; but who walked in 
Darkneſs, and dwelt in the Shadow of Death +,—W hat 
faith GOD the LORD? He that created the Hea- 
vens, and ſtretched them out? I wall give Thee, mean- 
ing his beloved S O N, for a Covenant; it is not ſaid, 
of Believers, but ef the People; it is not ſaid, of new 
creatures, but of the Genjiles, Who were the vileſt 
of alt Creatures, or, as You have properly ſpoke, 
the moſt abandoned Sinners. — That We may under- 
ſtand more clearly the Signiſication of theſe ens 
and ſes the true Extent of this Gift, it is added; I 
will give Thee to open the blind yes, and to bring out 
the Priſoners from the Priſont. Miſerable and guilty 
Wretches, blinded by the Devi, and inſlaved to their 
Luſts; theſe are the Patentees in the heavenly Grant. 


with all the Benefits of his Covenant. 
Here then the Grant and the Gift are . z 


the Perſons, for whom they are deſigned, are ſpeci- 
fied, 


* 


John vi. 29, 41. + Ia, ix. 2, 6. 1 Iſa. xlii. 6, 7 


To theſe the great SURETY is given, 2 


PA awd Ty, won 
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fied, and expreſly named. They are Sinners; blinded 
and inſſaved Sinners; or, if there be any other more 
obnoxious Sort, they are all comprehended In this 
one Word, Gent:/zs, Oaly allow theſe Texts to be 
true; only allow the divine Speaker to be ſincere 
and ſaichſul; then We may boldly affirm; That any, 
that every poor Sinner is authorized to ſay, * GOD 
gives me his SON, to be my Covenant Surety. 
« I take Him at his Word, The SURETY 
„ and all his Merits are mine.” — Divinely rich 
Bounty! O, let Us not refuſe what, on this Con- 
ſideration, the unerring SPIRIT calls our own 


Mercy *. Let Us adore the Beneficence of our 


GOD. Let us believe his promiſing Word. And, 
in this ſweet, this eaſy Manner, obtain both preſent 
and final Salvation. 

Ther. Let me recollect CHRIST is given for 
the World, the apoſtate World, to believe on 
CHRIST has died, not for the Righteous, but 
for the Unzodly—CHRIST came in the Fleſh to 
ſave Sinners, even the chief of Sinners.— Well, / 
pa ſio, if theſe Things are true (and how can they 
be otherwiſe ? ſince they are the expreſs Doctrine df 
Scripture) it is pity, but they were more generally 
known. For my part, I muſt confeſs, they are 
not only new, but ftrange to me. Though I have 
read them in the Bible, yet when I come to conſider 
them, and compare them with what paſſes in my 
Breaſt, I find they are quite poutrary' to my uſua] 
Ways of thinking. 

Aſp. You remind me of a valuable Perſon, whom 
once numbered among my Acquaintance, and 
D 3 5 whoſe 


Jonah ii. B. 
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whoſe Way of thinking was ſomewhat fimilar to 
your own. Will You give me leave to relate his 
Caſe? 

Ther. Moſt gladly It will be ſome Kind of "I 
ſolation to hear, that Others have laboured under 
the ſame Difficulties with myſelf, and been ſubject 


to the ſame Diſtreſſes. If I am informed of their 


Dehkverance from thoſe Diſtreſſes, it will be like 
ſhewing me an opened Door, for effecting my own 
Eſcape. If I am likewiſe acquainted with the Man- 
ner of their Deliverance, this will —_ me with a 
Clue to guide my Steps. 

Aſp. This Perſon was rouſed from a Habit of 1 
dolence and Supineneſs, into a ſerious Concern for 
his eternal Welfare. Canvinced of his depraved 
Nature and aggravated Guilt, He had recourſe to 
the Scriptures, and to frequent Prayer. He attended 
the Ordinances of Chriſtianity, and ſought earneſtly 
for an afſured Intergſt in CHRIST. But found no 
ſtedfaſt Faith, and taſted very little Comfort. At 
length, He applied to an eminent Divine, and laid 
open the State of his Heart. Short, but weighty, 
was the Anſwer he received. I perceive, Sir, 
<< the Cauſe of all your Diſtreſs. You do not, 
& you will not, come to CHRIST as @ Sinner. 
«© This Miſtake ſtands between your Soul and the 


% Joy: of Religion. This detains you in the Gall 


«* of Bitterneſs; and take heed, O] take heed, 
*< leſt it conſign you oyer to the Bond of Iniquity !* 
This Admonition never departed from the Gentle- 
man's Mind; and it became a happy Means of re- 
prong the Ubſiradtions to his Peace. 


} 
5 _— Remember 
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Remember this little Hiſtory, Theron ; and may it 
prove as efficacious for your Good, as it is perti- 
nent to your Circumſtances! Remember, that the 
free Grant of CHRIST, made in the Word of 
Truth, and addrefled to Sinners of Mankind, is the 
only Baſis and Ground- work of Faith. An Apoſtle, 
aſter all the Labours of his exemplary Life, can have 
no better. And a Magdalene or a Manaſſab, as a 
Motive and Encouragement for their turning to the 
LORD, have the very ſame. 

But we digreſs from the principal Subject. Sines 
You diſapprove my Account of Faith, J muſt deſire 
You to favour me with a Deſcription, more correct 
and unexceptionable. For, as You juſtly obſerved, 
this is a very momentous Article, Is not CHRIST 
the Source of all ſpiritual Good, and Faith the main 
Channel of Conveyance ? Surely then it ſhould be 
made and kept, as clear as poſſible. — Is not 
CHRIST the Foundation of all true Godlineſs, 
and Faith the Maſter- arch in this ſacred Structure? 
Surely then it ſhould be raiſed and turned, with the 
utmoſt Care, N 511 


Ther. Palæmon's Account is WE He ſays, 
is a firm Perſuaſion, that FESUS CHRIST 
has ſhed his Blood, and fulfilled all Righteouſneſs ; ; 


has ſuſtained the RA e due to Sin, and ob- 


tained full Reconciliation with G OD. That all this 
Grace, and each of theſe Benefits, are free, perfectly 


free; for You, for me, ſor others. In conſequence of 


this Perſuaſion, the Sinner flies to CHRIST, comes 


to CHRIST, and truſts in CHRIST for be un 


Salvation. 


Ap. 
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Aſp. I have the higheſt Regard for Palzmor's 
Judgment; and I cannot but think, my Opinion is 
confirmed even by his. — The Act of fhing to 
CHRIST, is an appropriating Act. It implies an 
Intention to get out of Danger; it implies a Diſco- 
yery of CHRIST as the appointed Safety ; and 
conſiſts in making Uſe of Him as ſuch. How can 
this be done, but by a Perſuaſion that He is mine? 
That his Sufferings were in y Stead, and that his 
Death is my Safe- guard. What is meant by Coming 
to CHRIST, We may learn from Feremab. Be- 
bold ! We come unto Thee, for Thou art the LORD 
our GOD®. Coming, You ſee, includes a real 
Perſuaſion, that the LORD is ow GOD. While 
We are wholly deſtitute of this Perſuaſion, We ſtand 
at a Diſtance, and our Souls are afar off, We are 
never brought nigh; We never come in the Pro- 
phet's Senſe ; till We are taught to ſay, each One 
for Himſelf, Thow art the LORD my GOD.— 
The Act of Tru/ting in CHRIST is much of the 
ſame Nature. It prefuppaſes, that CHRIST is 
the Truftee of the Covenant of Grace; it proceeds 
upon a Conviction of his Faithfulneſs in executing 


the Office; and it is a ſolemn Surrender or Giving 


up the whole Affair of our Salvation into his Hand. 


Giving it up, not in Uncertainty of Succeſs (this 


would be miſtruſting, rather than truſting) but with 
a Certainty, in fome meaſure ſuitable to the Fidelity 
and Ability of HIM, with whom We have to do. 

If You {till are doubtful, whether any ſuch Per- 
ſuaſion is implied in Tru/ting, let Us chooſe a Re- 
feree, Let Us carry our Controverſy to the King of 


Hool. 


— ks Jer, iii. 22, 
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Iſrael. Inquire of David, why He truſts in the 
LORD, and what he means by truſting? To 
both theſe Inquiries He anſwers diſtinctly and fully. 
„ The LORD is my high Tower, my Shield, and 
« He in whom I truſt . He is He is my Shield 
5 of this I am perſuaded, and therefore I truſt in 
te him: or this I believe, and in /o doing, I truſt 
« on Him.“ 

Ther. There is an Air of Aſſurance in your Re- 
preſentation of Faith ; which ſounds harſh in my 
Ear, and appears preſumptuous in my Eye. It is as 
if People pretended to know their Seat in Heaven, 
before the Judgment Day. 

Aſp. The Papifts, I own, take great Offence at 
this Expreſſion, and utterly explode this Doctrine. 
But they are no infallible Guides, for Us to follow; 
neither are they very inviting Patterns, for Us to 
imitate, You and I, Theron, cannot be offended at 
the Expreffion or the Doctrine, if We recolle&t 
what We have been taught in the firſt Stage of Life, 
and what is profeſſed in the laſt Scene of Mortality. 
We are taught, even from our Infancy, that the Sa- 
crament of the LORD's Supper, is not only a 
Sign of Spiritual Grace, but a Pledge to afſure Us 
thereof, At the Interment of the Dead, We pro- 
feſs our furg and certain Hope of a Reſurrection to 
eternal Life, That this is always applied, with 
due Propriety, in our Burial-Service, I will not 
venture to aſſert; that it ſufficiently countenances my 
Sentiments, None will undertake to deny. Andif 
this countenances, the Apoſtle authorizes them, 
when He addreſſes Us with this very remarkable 
Exhortation; Having therefore, Bretbren, Bolaueſs 

| A to 


Pull. caliv, 3. 
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to enter into the Holig/t by the Blood of 'FE SUS, le 
Us draw near with a true Heart in full Aſſurance «f 
Faith; with a firm Perſuaſion of Acceptance ; with 
a certain Expectation of Succeſs. 

However, if You diſlike the Word Affurance, 
w e will change it for the more ſoftened, and more 
modeftly-ſounding Term, Appropriation. | 

Ther. You change it for a more ſoftened, not for 
a more intelligible Term. I muſt defire to know, 
what You' mean by the Word Appropriation. 

Aſp. To appropriate, in the theological Senſe, is 
to take home the Grace of GO D, which lies in the 
common indefinite Grant of the Goſpel. Is 
CHRIST. the Treaſure hid in the Field? To ap- 
propriate this Treaſure, is to receive and ufe.it as 
our own Portion. Is CHRIST the Balm of G:- 
lead, full of ſaving Health? To appropriate this 
Balm, is to take and. apply it for the Recovery of 
our own Souls. And without ſuch an Appropriation, 
how can We either be enriched $4 the former, or 
healed by the latter ? 4 

Let me farther explain my Meaning, and exem- 
plify the Poſition, by conſidering CHRIST in his 
ſeveral Offices —CHRIST, as a Prieſt, is made to 


guilty Creatures Righteouſneſs. When we. appro- 


priate the Grace of our great HI GH-P RIEST, this 
is the Language of our Hearts, In the LORD have 1 


* Righteouſneſs .- CHRIS T, as a Prophet, is made 


to ignorant Creatures Wifdom. When we appro- 
priate the Benefits of our unerring PROPHET), 
this is the Perſuaſion of our Souls, Though I fit in 
* 0 LORD will be a Light unto me .— 

d. n CHRIST. 


5 Ina 24. + Mic, vii. 8. 
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CHRIST, as à King, is made unto depraved 
Creatures Sanctification. When We appropriate 
the Munificence of our Almighty KING, this is our 
comfortable Truſt, The LORD will deliver me 
from every evil Work *. 

Fhis is what I mean by a 
ſomething of this Kind is included in the Eſſence of 
Faith, is the Sentiment J would maintain. — Which 
dentiment might be confirmed, if ſuch Confirmation 
were demanded, by a Multitude of the moſt illuſtri- 
ous Witneſſes. Witneſſes ſo illuſtrious, that they 
were a Bleſſing to the World, and an Honour to hu- 
man Nature. So numerous, that, without giving 
an Abſtract of their Teſtimonies, it might ſeem te- 
dious only to recite their Names t; 

| Ther. 


* 2 Tim. iv. 18. 

+ If the Reader ſhould inquire after their Kahan He 
will find /ome of them enumerated in the following Ca- 
talogue. Luther, Calvin, Melanctben, Beza, Bullinger, 
Bucer, Knox, Craig, Melwil, Bruce, Dawvidſon, Forbes, 
&c.—Ur/inus, Zanchius, Junius, Piſcator, Rallock, Da- 
neus, Wendelinus, Chamierus, Sharpius, Bodius, Pr 
Altingius, Triglandii (Giſbertus & Jacobus], Arnoldus, 
Marefius ; the four Profeſſors at Leyden, Wallzus, Ri- 
vetus, Polyander, E 125 us; Mollebius, Heideggerus, Efſe- 
nizs, Turretinus, &c.— Many eminent Britiſb Divines, 
Biſho Babington, Dawenant, Hall; Mr. Perkins, Pem- 
th, Witt, Ganges, Rogers, Burgeſs, Owen, Marſhal, 
Se” 

If we were apparently and demonſtrably, i in an Er- 
ror, yet, to err with ſuch Company, and in the Foot- 
ſteps of ſuch Guides, muſt very much tend to mitigate 
the Severity of Cenſure. But, I believe, few ſerious 
Perſons will venture to charge Error and Deluſion upon 
ſuch a Venerable Body of roteſtant Divines; ſo emi- 

a | nent 


"36 DIALOGUE XVI. 
Ther, I will diſpenſe with your Recital of their 
Names, only let me have a Specimen of their T eſti- 
Aſp. Firſt, then, let me preſent You with Dr. 
Owen ; than whom England has produced few Wri- 
ters, either more judicious or more devout. Faith 
* He tells Us in his Catechiſm, is a gracious Reſting 
% upon the free Promiſes of GOD in FESUS 
« CHRIST for Mercy, with a frm Perſuaſion of 
« Heart, that GOD is a reconciled Father to L. 
« in the SON of his Love,” Next let me intro- 
duce the learned and juſtly celebrated Altingius, 


Profeſſor of Divinity at #feidelberg. Faith, He 


« ſays, is a Knowledge of the Grace of GOD 


* 


« ance on it, or an Application of it to a Man's own 
& Self.” To theſe let me add the unanimous Suf- 
frage of the Churches of the Palatinate. It is aſked, 


in the twenty firſt Queſtion of their public Cate- 
chiſm, What is true Faith?” To which this 


Anſwer 


pent for their Learning, and ſo exemplary for their 
Holineſs; whoſe Labours were ſo remarkably owned 
dy GOD, and whoſe Sentiments, on this particular 
Subject, have been adopted by fo many reformed 
Charches.— The Declarations of the Engl; and Pa- 
atine Churches are produced in the Dialogue. I have 


in my Hand an Extract from the Confeſſions and 


+. 0 we AAS „„ „„ 


in CHRIST, together with a fiduciary Reli- 
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Anſwer is returnad. It is not only an Aſſent 
« to all the Truths which GG OD has revealed in 
« his Word; but it is an aſſured T ruſt, wrought by 
« the HOLY SPIRIT in my Heart, that Remif- 
« ſion of Sins, complete Righteouſneſs, and eternal 
« Life are given; freely given, not to Others only, 
« but to myſelf; and all this, ſrom the mere 
« Mercy of GOD, —— the alone Merits of 
« CHRIST.” 
Theſe Teſtimonies are but as the Tythe to the 
whole Crop. Yet theſe are more than enough ta 
exempt me from the Charge of Singularity. You 
will not wonder therefore, if I ſtill abide by the 
good old Proteflant Doctrine, which is eſpouſed by 
0 many of the ableſt Judges; which was the darling 
Tenet of almoſt all our Reformers; which has been 
ſo ſignally inſtrumental ; in demoliſhing the Superſti- 
tions of Popery; and is fo evidently conducive to the 
Holineſs and the Happineſs of Chriſtians. —Eſfpecially, 
as I apprehend, the Determinations of Scriptures 
and the Experience a ſcriptural Saints, are all on 
my Side. 

Ther. You have now brought the Cauſe to the 
proper Bar. When a Queſtion fo important is de- 
bated, and an Intereſt ſo momentous is concerned, I 
cannot acquieſce in any Authority leſs than divine. 1 
cannot, and indeed I think, We ought not. Nothing 
ſhould ſatisfy Us on ſuch an Occaſion, but the 
Word, which is unerring and deciſive; the Word, 
by which We are to ſtand or fall eternally. W henee 
does it appear, that the Determinations of this die 
vine Word, are on your Side? 

Aſp. 
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- Aſp. From the nobleſt Deſeription of Faith, 
which Language itſelf can form. The Writer to the 
Hebrews, having mentioned the Life of Faith, the 
Perſeverance of Faith, and the End or ard of 
Faith, proceeds to a Definition of this leading Grace, 
Now Faith 1s the Subſtance of Things hoped for, the 
Evidence of Things not ſeen *.—The Evidence, exhibit- 
ing not a faint Surmiſe, but a clear Demoſtration, 
both of inviſible Bleſſings, and of our Right to enjoy 
them.—Tbe Subſtance, realizing what is. promiſed; 
and giving Us, as it were, a Poſi-flion of good 
Things that are remote, a preſent Policſhon of good 
Things that are future. 

Ther. W hat are thoſe Ts and theſe 200d 
, — 

Ap. I will fancy my Tberon; and in. ſoch a 
Manner, from ſuch Paſſages, as ſhall farther aſcer- 
tain my Repreſentation. of Faith.— What ſays the 
Apoftle of the Gentiles? / preached unto You the 
Goſpel +.—And what is the Subſtance of this evan- 
gelical Diſpenſation? CHRIST died far our 
Sins 4.— That fo exalted a Perſon as the SON of 
GOD, and LORD of Glory, ſhould dia, is 
wonderful That He ſhould die for Sins, the moſt 
abominable Objects, and for Sinners, the moſt de- 
teſtable Creatures, is abundantly more wonderful— 
That He ſhould die, not for Sins in-general; but for 
our Sins in particular, this is inexpreſfibly wonderful, 
and at the ſame Time inexprefibly comfortable 
Here we have the Goſpel and its capital. Bleſſing, 
expreſſed in this Propoſition, CH RI ST died for 


Sins. 


* Heb. xi. 1. + 1 Cor. xv. .. T1 Cor, xv. 3. 
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Sins. Here We have Faith and its principal AQ- 
ing, expreſſed in this Propoſition, CHRIS T died 

for our Sins. Till the former is preached, the Doc- 
trine is not Goſpel ; till the latter is believed, it 
ſhould ſeem from St. Paul's Account, the Conviction 
is not Faith. 

Let me produce another Inſtance, extracted, like 
the preceding, from the Rolls of Heaven. This is 
the Record, that GO hath given to Us eternal Lie“; 
not propoſed it, on I know not what Conditions, 
but hath given. Freely and fully, without any Re- 
ſerve, and with a Liberality ſuited to his incon- 
ceivable Goodneſs, hath given the richeſt of all 
Prizes: and not to ſome only, or to Others, but to 
Us, even to Us. 

Ther. Us, that is, the Apoſtles and inn 
Saints. 

Aſp. Was eternal Life given them becauſe they 
were Apoſtles ? No, verily; but becauſe CHRIST 
died for them. Did CHRIST die for them, be- 
cauſe they were exalted Saints? In no wiſe; but be- 
cauſe they were miſerable Sinners. — Eternal Life was 
purchaſed for them, when they were Sinners. It was 
conſigned over to them, when they were Sinners. 
And neither the Purchaſe, nor the Gift, were found- 
ed on their being Saints, but aimed at making Wow 
ſo. 
+, at CHR 18S T died for our Sin. That GOD 
hath given to Ls eternal Life. [Theſe are the Bleſſings, 
of which Faith is the Evidence; theſe' the good 
Things, of which Faith is the Subſtance. This i is the 
Honey in the evangelical Hive: and I am at a loſs 
te one how We can this the Honey, rom_ 


awd ſome: 
by | Joby v. 9. MIN 
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ſome Appropriation of the good Things to Qurſelves, 
bis, if I miſtake not, is comprehended in all 
thoſe figurative Deſcriptions of Faith, which occur in 
holy Writ. | | . 

Ther. Favour me with ſome of thoſe Deſcriptions. 
I begin to ſee a peculiar Beauty, and an unequaled 
Richneſs, in the Figures of Scripture. Nothing 
yields me a more refined Pleaſure, than to inveſtigate 
and diſcover the exact Senſe of thoſe inſtructive I- 
mages. It is ſomewhat like kindling the conſecrated 
Incenſe: which, when riſing in a Flame, diffuſed 


diftributed Refreſhmeat. | 
Ap. Faith is ſtyled, 4 Looking unto FE SUS, 
But if We do not look unto FESUS, as the Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins, what Comfort or what Benefit 
can We derive from the Sight ?—# Receiving of 
CHRIST. But can have any Pretence to re- 
ceive Him, or take Poſſeſſion of his Merits, unleſs 
I am convinced, that they are intended for me? 
This is what neither the Dictates of Conſcience will 
allow, nor the Laws of Reaſon authotize.— 4 Reſt- 
ing upon CHRIST“. But how can We reſt on a 
Surety, if He has not interpoſed on our Behalf? Or 
how confide in a Payment, which We believe to be 
made for others, not for ourſelves ?—Surely, Theron, 
| when 
* I find two Words in the Original, which expreſs 
the Privilege and the Duty of rafting on CHRIST. 
£57. which implies ſuch a State of Acquieſcence, as 
es the Clamours of Conſcience, and compoſes the 
Perturbation of the Spirit. hm which ſignifies the 
Refreſhment and Repeſe of a weary Pilgrim; when He 
arrives at the End of his Journey, and is ſettled for 


Life in a ſecure, commodious, plentiful Habitation. 
P/al. xxxvii. 7. Ja. Xxviii- 12 
| | 


Light; when ſpreading in Clouds of Fragrance, | 
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when I reſt upon an Object, I uſe! it, as. y Support, 


When I receive à Gift, I take it as my. own Pro- 


perty. And when the Vraeliten looked unto the bra- 
zen Serpent, they certainly regarded it as a Remedy, 
each particular Perſon for Himſelf. 

Ther: To caſt Ourſelves upon CHRIS 7. as an 
all-ſufficient SAVIOUR; and rely, on Him, for 

our whole Salvation; is not ebe; Faith? This is 
what I heard, — "go un A celchrated 
Pulpit. 

Aſp. If You wi on "the All- cauficiency: of his 
Will, as well as of his Power; if You take. the 
Comfort and appropriate the Benefit, reſulting from 
both; You practiſe the very Thing I recommend. 
This is what was taught,- from the Pulpit of Infalli- 
bility ; and by thoſe firſt of Preachers, who ſpake as 
the HOLY: GHOST gave them Utterance. 
Let the convinced Sinner, and the afflicted Soul, 
truſt in the Name of the LORD, and flayupot' his 
GOD. Let Him not only reverence CHRIST, 
as the incarnate G O D, and therefore mighty to 
fave ; but look upon CHRIST as hi G ON, 
and therefore willing to:\ſave::\: Thus/let ; Him aan 
upon the ROCK * of Ages, without indulging a 
Doubt, concerning his Right ta make we of. iber 
the Poſſibility of its failing him. 

To 4a, Ourſelves. upon CHRIST; to 3 our 
Burden, or to caſt all our Care upon the, LORD; 
are Metaphorg, which. -may.receiye fome Elugida- 
tion, from, an Incident recorded, in the 7. N MP 
the Mariners and Paſſengers, which fail Ki b. St. 
Paul, ENTER aur 3law, the | Caves | re- 

Wer i arc EL vailing 
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vailing; ſaw no Hope of Safety from continuing in the 
Ship; they caſt themſelves “ upon the floating 


Planks, They caff themſclves upon the Planks 


without any Scruple, not queſtioning their Right to 


make uſe of them; and they clave to thoſe Sup- 


porters 'with a chearful Confidence, nat doubting 
but, according to the Apoſtle's Promiſe, they ſhould 
eſcape ſafe to Land.— Be this what People mean, 
when they ſpeak of venturing or cating themſelves 
upon CHRIST, and I approve the Expreſſion, I 


ſudſcribe the Doctrine. It ſpeaks what I wiſh for my 


Friend, for myſelf, and for my Fellow-finners. 
Let Us ſhift our Situation, and view the Point in 
another Light. Conſider the bleſſed and glorisus Ob- 
je of our Faith.-CHRIST is repreſented by the 
Similitude of Bread, beavenly Bread, for the hun- 
8 Faith is characterized by eating the Food. 
nd can this be done without a perſonal Application ? 
CHRIST is held forth under the Image of liv- 
ing Waters, ever running, and always free for the 
thufty Appetite. | But let them run ever ſo copi- 
oully, let them be preſented ever fo freely, all this 


Vi neither quench the Thirſtß nor refroſh the Spirit, 


unleſs they are nE. To do this is the Buſineſs of 
Faith —C BH RIA F is deſcribed as a Garment, to 


accommodate deſtitute, and beautify deſormed Crea- 


tures.” DD RN Ann, commo- 
oy Garment, and 


this beautiful Robe. 


any Idea, or 


8 e rag not poſſeſſed of Aſſarance.— 
What is 1 — * ? It is all Deſpon- 
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decency. I am caft out of the Sight of thine Eyes. To 
the ſame melancholy Tune is the Harp of Aſaph 
firung. 1s his Mercy clean gone for ever? Dath his 
Promiſe fail for evermre ? The ſame jealous and 
diſtruſtful Air breathes in the Complaint of the 
Church: The LORD hath forſaken me, and my 
LORD hath forgotten me. Why then ſhould my 
Aſpaſio ſet up a Rule, ſtricter and higher, than thoſe 
eminent Saints attained ? 

Aſp. You ſhould rather aſæ; Why have the beſt 
Judges, and the moſt' exemplary Chriſtians, in their 
ſeveral Writings, ſet up this Rule? Why have the 
| Apoſtles of our LORD, and the SPIRIT of out 
GOD, ſpeaking in the Bible, ſet up this Rule 
To which I might reply; Becauſe it is, of all Pre- 
cepts, the moſt beneficial. Therefore, they have 
not ſo much ſet it up, under the Notion of a ſtrict 
Rule; as they have ſet it forth, under the Charactet 
of a choice Bleſſing, 

Your Complaint, when put irito its proper 1 
guage, ſeems to tun thus; Why muſt We be 
« obliged to truſt in CHRIST aloe? Why muſt 
We be obliged to dfſure Ourſelves of Salvation by 
« HIM?” —Whereas, inſtead of a Complaint, it 
ſhould be Matter of Exultation, and We ſhould 
father expreſs Ourſelves in this Manner; © Bleſs the 
« LORD, O my Soul; that a Sinner, ſuch a 
« vile Sinner, ſhould be allowed to take CHRIST 
© and all his Salvation as my ownz and thus to aſ- 
{© ſure myſelf of Pardon, Holineſs, and Glory.” _ 

This Bleffing was certainly enjoyed by the holy 
Men of old ; but, like every other Species of Feli- 
eity in this World, it was enjoyed after an imperfect 

„ XN „ - Wannes 
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Manner. They had an aſſured Perſuaſion of G OD 
preſent Favour, and of their own. final Happineſs, 


Nevertheleſs, this affured Perſuaſion was liable to the 


Aſſaults, both of outward Temptations, and of in- 


ward Corruptions. Which might, for a While, im- 
pair its Vigour, though not deſtroy its Being. As 
under a tranſient Swoon, the Spirits, fail, the Co- 
tour departs, but the vital Principle ſubſiſts., 

You may farther obſerve, concerning thoſe pious 
Perſans,, that, hen they ceaſe to exerciſe this 
Confidence of Faith, they lament the Failure; / 

ſaid, this is my Tufirmity *,—Tbey chide themſelves 
for it; My art thou caſt down, - O my Soul? —T hey 
encourage themſelves againſt it; Hepein GOD t, it 
is thy unqueſtionable Privilege. —How could they do 
this? On what, Grounds, or, from what Motive? 
It they! had not, F ſecret Pes bahn, that their Ran- 
ſom was paid, and their G0 leconciled. Con- 
fequently, that all their 7 Boubi were an Injury to 
his Fidelity and to his Goodneſs, . 
Nay, the Church, even under her dackeſt - [I 
henſions, Mill ſpeaks the Sentiment, fill Eras the 
_ Grace, for which e RD, ut- 
tered with her Lips, argues a Togo in her 
Heart, —80 copious and Pregn 27 & ences 
of thi . DoAtine |. t is. © onal by that 


1 allage, wich was Produced for its Confuta- 
1 


, f this be. the Sentiment of the Church in 


— is t allo, the "Temper. of her particular 


Members ? W "AS each Ka them animated by this firm 
and livel y Faith a 
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Asp. Let theſe particular Perſons appear, and an- 
fwer for themſelves. —Hear the Declaration of the 
Pſalmiſt; Bleſs the LORD, O my Soul; and all that 
is within me, bleſs his holy Name *. What is the Cauſe 
of this holy Praoſport, and devout Praiſe ? Is it, be- 
cauſe” GD poſſibly may, becauſe H E probably 
0? No; but becauſe H E actually des forgive: 
Who forgiveth' all thine Iniguities.— Take notice of 
Job's Belief, and Job's Support, amidſt his un- 
exampled Sufferings. 7 know that my REDEEMER 
liveth ; not only that there is a Redeemer, but that 
He is, together with all his ſaving Benefits, mine. 
Which, being a Truth ſo ſweet and delightful, is 
expreſſed a ſecond Time; tuo I. Hall ſes for t. : 
to my own Advantage, and for my own Comfort: 
ke Him exerting his almighty Power and nie 
Mercy, to reſcue my Body from the Grave, and to 
deliver my Soul from' Hell.—What was 'Habahhuts 
Security, amidſt the threatening, the cremesdous, the 
triumphant Malice of his own, and his Country's 
Enemies? The LORD' GOD: it my Strength, © He 
ſays not, I wiſh, I pray, forthe divine Favour, and 
the divine Suecour ; but 1 am perſuaded, they both 
are mine; my ineſtimable Portion, and my invio- 
lable Safeguard. H ' will mute my Feet like Hind's 
Feet that I ſhall perl eſcape from all Danger; 
and He'will'make me — upon ee Pee 
hend thi Reach bf Seery Dd . {AQ 29.36 ben 
Wer. Is this the Language of Believers yung oof 
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4. Under every: Diſpenſation, Tren. They 
who lived before the Law, were perſuaded * of the 
Promiſes ; had not the leaſt Diſtruſt, with regard to 
the Certainty of their Performance ; nay, they em- 
| braced them + as their own, they hugged them, as it 
were, to their very Souls. — They who lived} under 
the Law could. fay.z As for as tbe; Haß is from the 
Weſt, fo far bath He removed our Tranſgreſſions from 
Us . And can You imagine, in the Days of 
the Goſpel, when our Advantages. are. greater and 
our Light is clearer, that our Faith ſhould be weaker, 
or our Hope fainter t St, Peter makes. a Profeſſion, 
which: excludes all Doubting; N am a {#itne/s of 
the Sufferings of CHRIST, and alſe- a Pariaker 
of ths Glory that ſhall be revealed |, St. Faul anſwers 
in the ſame: heroic Strain; I 4naw dum 1 bane be- 
lieved; and. I am per. that neither Life, nor Death, 
vor any Grantiure, ord; be able to ſeparate me. from the 
Lave of ED,. — in GHRIST FESUS 
w. LORD F. With bath which, the Canfeflion of 
Fa nith recorded by St. Tube, is exaRiy correſpondent; 
Vs believe that, through. the Grace of the LORD 
JESUS, GHRIST, Us Jul A. fave even a 
_ They J. n ven 3.51 
\ Ther. Was. not, this Frivdg peculiar, to. the 
Apoſtles ? Noi 3% "7 1 A n: N 
I By 0 made. Al Believers, are Bretbren, 
and have like preaous: Faith. Hear how St. Peter 
Sorg all bis Pepple 3. Gird, an the Loins of your 


Mind, and hope to the. End; or, as the Word ſhould 


rather be TIT" * perſecy, hope aſſuredly, 
for 
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for the Grace that is to be brought unto You at the R.. 
velation of FESUS CHRIST®., Maintaiti, not 
a dim, but a bright Hope; not a wavering, but z 
ſteady Expectation, of eternal Life. That free, but 
140 Gift, of which the LORD FESUS, at 
his ſecond Coming, ſhall put You it! full Poſſeffion. 
The Apoſtle, writing to his Hibrew nin 
encourages them all to hold faßt the Confidence, and 
the Rejoicing of Hope, firm unto the End f. From 
whence it is deducible, that a Truft amounting to 
Confidence, and the Joy which naturally reſults from 
ſuch a Truſt, were the common Portio of Chri- 
ſtians; poſſeſſed, not barely by ſome few Exalted 
Saints, but by the Followers of FE SUS in general. 
=I might bring many more Inftances. But why 
ſhould I multiply Proofs ? Since the beloved Diſciple 
| declares; Theſe Things have I written unto You, that 
| believe on the Name of the SON of GOD, that Ye 
may know that Ye have eternal Life. © 
| Ther. True, Apaſu. This coincides with my Ar. 
prehenſions. The Scriptures are written—firſt, that 
We may believe, and be intitled to eternal Life—next, 
that We may have the Knowledge of our Belief, and 
a Conſciouſneſs of our Title. The Apoſtle ſuppoſes 
his Correſpondents to poſſeſs the former, yet not to 
have attained the latter. 
Ap. Is it certain, that He makes ſuch a Suppoſi- 


tion ? He writes, 1 imagine, not with a View of 
X 4 | leading 
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* 1 Per. i. 13. By rs. or pax ge TOs, fgnify To the 
End. But ue, as far as I can recolle&, is never uſed 
In this Senſe, either by ſacred or profane Writers. le 
may be rendered perfect, 2 in this n cum 
firma Figucid, with a firm Affia nee. 
, + H Heb. iii. * 
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leading them to either, but of confirming. them in 
both. He intimates, that the Privilege and the 
Comfort, ſhould go together, If We believe, that 
CHRIST, is our Surety; We ſhould be per- 
fuaded, that He has paid Our Debt, and ſatisfied 
Juſtice, to the very uttermoſt Farthing. If We be- 
lieve, that CHRIS I is our Bridegroom ; We ſhould 
reſt aſfured, that his Righteouſneſs, bis Inheritance, 
and. his Kingdom, are ours. And why ſhould 
We take. Pains, to ſeparate, what GO D's Word 
and. the very Nature of Things have united ? Will 
this turn ta our Advantage ? Muſt it not iſſue in our 
is Loſs.? Beſides, according to your own: Interpreta- 

tion, whaever-falls ſhort of. this chearing Knowledge, 
falls thort of. ane great. End for which the Seriptures 
e e receives not bis 1 ull Reward, He 
only gleans, . where He might reap. . Is toſſed on the 
Ocean of, Uncertainty : whereas they that have be- 
lieved, have gained the Port, have droped their, An- 
chor, and enter. into Reſt *, 


| " Ther. * Believed ! What ? That our Sins! lare ad 
upon CHR 8 T; that He Was obedient in our 


Stead ; that all ſpiritual Bleffings are thereby procured 
for our—eyen for our Enjoyment? 

Aſp. The Bleflings You mention, are evidently 
the Purport of the Goſpel. And I know ef no other 
| juſtifying | Faith, but that which relates to the Goſpel, 
and believes its Report 4, Nor can I think, that 


any other Belief will adminiſter the Tranquility, or 


produce the Reſt, ſpecified by the A poſtle.—But 
here, I find, lies the Core and Root of our Contro- 
verſy. This is the preciſe Point to be ſettled; What 
Hep, jv. Jo mW Mi. 8. 
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it is to believe? What is included in this very im- 
portant Word ?-—This Queſtion: might renew our 
Diſpute, and cauſe the paſt Arguments to recur, 
Whereas, I would gladly: get rid of Diſputation. 
We have already been too long detained in theſe 
diſagreeahle Paths. However, ſince You have given 
the Occaſion, I may juſt: touch upon another Text 
er two. For I would willingly drive this Nail to the 
Head; and not leave my Friend ee e on a 
Subject of the utmoſt Conſequence. | 
The LORD, declares by his Prophet, I even as 
am He, that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions. To be- 
lieve, is to ſubſcribe this Declaration; to ſubſcribe with 
our Hand, and profeſs from our Heart, LORD it is 
e done, as Thou haſt ſaid.”—Faith is, if I may ſo 
ſpeak, the Echo of the divine Voice. Iteagerly catches, 
and punctually reverberates the joyful Sound. Does 
GOD ſay, Thou art my People? Faith replies, Thou art 
my GOD *: not barely deſiring, but confidently 
averring, an Intereſt in his Favour. This Expla- 
nation of Faith, is given Us by a Wiſdom, which 
cannot be deceived ; by a Fidelity, which cannot 
deceive,—Once more. Our LORD bears this 
Teſtimony cancerning Thomas; Thomas, thou haſt 
believed. Now then, I think, We have got an in- 
fallible Touchſtone. Let Us examine, what that is, 
which 7E SUS CHRIST calls Believing, What- 
ever it be, it is the Determination of Truth itſelf; 
and ſhould paſs for a Verdict, from which there lies 
no Appeal. And this, this is the Confeſſion of 
Than, My LOR D, ang my GOD 4. This, 
this exptelley what our en MASTER calls 
Believing. 


* \ ; 


F + Hof. ü. 13. + John xx. 28, 29. 
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Baleving. When, therefore, We'confeſs with our wh 

Lips, and are perſuaded in our Hearts, that E SUS dit 

is . LORD, who bought Us With his Blood; in 

that JES US is ow GOD, who will exert all his in 

g adorable Perfections for our Good; then We truly ta 


deſiete We believe, in our SAVIOU R's Senſe 
of the Word; We have en which He al- 
* to be genune. 

Ther. Is this the conflant Language of Faith ; Ac- 
coating to this Account, there is no Difference be- 
teen the Infant and the Adult: between the new- 

born Babe, and the ſull- grown Man in CHRIST. 
Your fpiritual Children, Iſpaſio, muſt be Men from 
their Birth; nay, born in) all the Vigour of Man- 
hood. Whereas, the Apoſtle makes an evident Dif- 
ference between the Babes, the young Men, and the 
| Fathers 3 between Faith, the Aſfurance of Faith, 
and the full Aſſurance of Faith. If We are told 
of a Patriarch, who was ffrong in Faith; We read 
of ſome Raman Converts, who were weak in the Faith; 
and We hear our LORD ſpeaking to Diſciples, 
Who were fearful and litile Faitb. 
AI, Between Faith, and the full 8 of 
Faith, the Apoſtle makes a Difference. The one is 
the moſt exalted Pitch, where the other is but an in- 
ferior Elevation. Vet both are Rounds of the ſame 
Ladder. I don't remember, that the ſacred Writer 
any where diſtinguiſhes between Faith and- Aſſurance, 
Haig and Heroibavig, Faith and Confidence, are joined 
in the Epiſtle to the Epheſians. It is the Opinion of 
the deſt Critics, that the Senſe of the latter is in- 
dcluded in the former. The Critic's Opinion is con- 
femed by the . $ e We have Acceſi 
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with Confidence through Faith *,. Could yonder Sun 
diffuſe, Warmth through the Air, if it had no Warmth 
in itſelf | ? No more could Faith produce Confidence 
in the Believer, if, in its own Auer it 4 not con- 
tain the ſame. 

The Caſe, of little Faith, 1 think, may be ex- 
plained from our l LO R D's own <Expoſtulation ; 
0 Than of little Faith, wherefore did/t Thou doubt? 
Here was a Faith, not only in CHRIS T's Power, 
but alſo in his Will. Nay; here was an appropri- 
ating Faith, by which the Apoſtle applied both to 
himſelf.—.“ I yer ily believe, that my Divine M A- 
„8. TER is, able, to preſerve, me, even though 1 
« venture, to: tread upon this tempeſtuous Sea. 1 
% am perſuaded likewiſe, that He will uphold me, 
and not ſuffer his Servant to periſh in the hazard- 
6 ous Enterprize.“ Nothing leſs than this could 
bave produced. that hazardous Enterprige, or have 
emboldened Him to walk upon the rolling Billows. 

Do You, not diſcern,, i in, this: Inſtance, ſome. De- 

greg of perſonal Application, ſome real Aſſurance of 
Faith? 'Tis true, this Faith was violently aſſaulted 
by Doubts, and en inſeebled My Fears 1. Yet 

* Ep h. iii. 12. 3 | 

+1 un kg of the candid Reader, to take particular 
Notice of this Limitation; and 'muft intreat the impar- 
tial Examiner, not ta forget this Conceflion. We no 
where ſappoſe, that a Freedom. from all. Fears, or a Su- 
periority. to all Doubts, are. included in the Nature of 


Faith. We only affirm, that an appro 


ating Perſua- 
fion or Aſſurance, are neceſſary to ey of Faith. 
This Aſſurance may be encumbered with Doubts, and 
may conflict with Fears. But ſtill it is I urance—reai 
Aſſurance— and prove: itſelf to be ſuch, by oppoſing and 


Rraggling with the contrary „ 
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Rill it was bf the applieatory Kind. He can, He 
will, were expreflive of its Nature; ' thobgh the boi- 
ſterous Winds, and the terriſying Appearance of 
Things, almoſt drowned its Voice, of ſtiſted the 
Words i in their Utterance. PER? 

Der. If Vou allow no Difference between Faith 
and Confidence, I am very ſure,” St. Fohn puts a 
Difference n ne going Men, and Fe- 
D anne 

Ip le does, Theron, And ſo wsd I. Nei- 
ther can I think of any Thing more proper to ex- 
plain my Meaning, or n Tenet, than 


your on Compariſon; In ſome fruitful Family, p. 
Von may ſee one Child in Leading. Strings; ano- Pp 
ther able to walk by itſelf; à third come home, im- 9 

| 1 cultivated, from the School of Litera- a 
> Obſetve” their Speech.” One liſps out a few f. 


— Sentences; another talks intelligibly, but 
very incorrectiy alle laſt has learned to expreſs 
Himſelf with toler able Propriety Vet each ſpeaks. 
che ſamẽ Language, mori Annie the various De- 
grees of Fluency in their Utterance, or Purity in 
their Diction.—80 Faith always ſpeaks one and the 
ſame uniform Language. Whether ſhe liſps or 
ſtammers; whether She whiſpers in faint Accents, 
or raiſes her Voice in a more manly. Tone ;, this is 
ſtill the unvaried Import of her Speech; 60 D, 
even our own'G O'D, will gu Us his Big Cin 
You forget, how St. John adddrefſes even his little 
Children? 1 write unto You, bit. Clularen, becauſe 
your ins ARE: FORGIVENS.: E. i 20 na 
Th, el. lan Ie 3410 TRY + 6 21 per 
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Dyer. Will not this Account diſcourage ſome, and 
offend others, who. are not arrived at ſuch an exalted 
Pitch? 

Aſp. I — —_ pe ery the . nor die 
courage the weakeſt of my RED EEMER's Ser- 
vants . As for Offence ; that cannot be given, and 
ought not to be taken, when all We advance is 
ſtrictly conformable to the unerring Oracles. Where- 
as, to qualify and attenuate the ſcriptural Deſcrip- 
tions of Faith, in Complaiſance to our own Expe- 
rience—to. make. the unhappy F luctuations and un- 
worthy Suſpicions, which poſſeſs the Breaſts of ſome 
particular Chriſtians to make them the Rule of ex- 
plaining, or the Meaſure of inforcing ſo capital a 
Duty; this, ſure, would be an Offence to GOD, 
an Injury to his Word, and detrimental to the Wel- 
fare of Souls. 

With regard to Fe : 1 cannot con- 
ceive,, how this ſhould enſue, from informing the 
poor Sinner, that He has a Right to apply CHRIST, 
and all GH. RI 5 T 's Merits to himſelf: or from ex- 
hortigg: the, poor Sinner to do this, without any Heſi- 
tation, and.with a reſdute Dependence. In this Caſe, 
to dhubt is to be diſeouraged; as much as You want 
Certain ſo much You want Conſolation. The pro- 

per Way to comfort theſe diſtreſſed People, i is, not to 
— but to diſſipate their Doubts; to blow away 
thoſe tay Aſhes, that the | ſmothered. Embers may 
| Were we — inquire after the Cauſe of that Diſ- 
quietude and Deſpondency, which are ſo common 
among modern Profeſſors, I am inclined to ſuſpect, 
We ſhould find it in hid in their wrong Appre- 
5 henfions 
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henſions both of CHRIST,” and of Faith. They 
look upon CHRIST, as a rigorous and forbiding 
Monarch, who inſiſts upon ſome hard Terms and 


high Qualifications. Whereas, his. Heart and his 


Arms are ever open. His Heart as open, as infinite 
Love can ſet it: his Arms as open, as infinite Merit 
can make them.— They look upon Faith, as contain- 
ing a Poſſibility only, or at moſt a Probability of Sal- 
vation through his Name. It is with them a Kind 
of Peradventure. A Situation of Mind, fluctuating 
and pendulous. « Perbaps, I may flicteed, and be 
ce eterhally blefled. Perhaps, T may be rejected, and 
dc eternally ruined.” Such a State of Suſpence, in 
an Affair of everlaſting Conſequence, cannot but 
create Uneaſineſs and Anxiety. 

This Uneaſineſs and Anxiety 10 have been 
little known in the earlier and better Days bf the 
Church. And why? Becauſe Chriſtians were then 
expoſed to the Rage ef Perſecution? Berauſe they 
were placed nearer the Time of CHRIST, ſojourn- 

ing on Earth? I rather think, becauſe they were 
taught this particular and pre at ener of 
CHRIS T and his Righteouſtteſs, * They Eerciſed 
a confident Aﬀance on FESUS, as their own'R E- 

DEEMER; and were ſhewn a more diet Way 
x to obtain this Aſfurance, than e d to Karen nr 

their own renewed idee 
* © Ther. Surely, Aſpafo, in this Particular You diger, 
rot, from me only, but from the Genetality 855 the 
Oribodix. all Ine . It 0 

Ap. I am ſorry to find myſelf 1 Neecbty of 
differing from any worthy Perſons, much more of 
diſagrecing with the . hits 1 can ſaſely 
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aver, that it is not from an Affectation of Novelty, 
or any Fondneſs for Difputing, but from a difinter- 
efted Regard to the Truth of the Goſpel. I ſhould 
be glad to have the Concurrence of all the Serious, 
and all the Pious. But J dare not purchaſe their Ap- 
probation, I dare not attempt a Coalition of Senti- 
ments, by diminifhing the boundleſs Riches of Grace, 
or reſtricting the abfolute F reenefs of Salvation by 
CHRIST. 

You are pleaſed to remind me of the Orthodox. 
Pray, my dear Friend, what js the Standard of Or- 
thodoxy ?—Is it the Word of Revelation? This 
ſpeaks once, yea twice, nay ſome Hundreds of Times 
in our Favour.— Is it the Doctrine of our Reformers 
from Popery? With theſe We jar not, but exactly 
harmonize.—Is it to be taken from the old Confeſ- 
fions of F. aith, and the Catechiſms of Proteſtant 
Churches? To theſe We appeal, and have the Sanc- 
tion of their Authority.— Has the modem Way of 
treating and ſtating this momentous en ſo much 
to alledge for its Support? | 

Let me farther Ae We better thas © our Fa- 
thers? Is Chriſtianity in a thriving Condition, 'or 
practical Religion dn the advancing, Hand ? The Re- 
verſe, the hs = A Reverſe: is undeniably true 
When our Writers inſorced, and our Preachers urged, 
what Fam defending, Profeffors were alive, and ani- 
mated with the Power of Godlineſs. Whereas, now 
We ſeem ta he degenerated into the mere Form; We 
have a Name to uο bud are languid, liſtleſs, and if not 
aud e, 1 8 to die.— It behoves Us therefore to 
e S An e ben 
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ſider, wheth er the Declenſion, the Decays, the Un- 


ttuitfalneſs, ſo juſtly lamented. in the preſent Age, 


be, not owing to the Ablence of this en 


Belief, or this aſſured Perſuaſion. , \. 

A ſweet Aſſurance of Pardon, a comforrable Per- 
. our Reconciliation with GOD, an eſta- 
bliſhed Hope of eternal Glory through FESUS 


CHRIST; theſe will be operative in the Soul, as 


« A Torch in the Sheaf.“ Theſe will inkindle Love, 
and increaſe, Watchfulneſs; theſe will beget the true 
Humility of Mind, and work an unfeigned Abhorrence 
of Sin; theſe will inlarge the Heart with Charity, 
and exalt the Affections above the World. Theſe 
are the proper, and the only effectual Means of making 
the Man of. GOD perfect, that! 5, e. furniſhed 
fo every good Work*, 
But the Acubens Frame is not fited to yield any 
of theſe. Fruits. Nay, I am apprehenſive, there are 
ſeveral Graces, whic can hardly be exerciſed, ſeveral 
Duties, 


For the Diſplay a and Colftnades of theſe Points, 1 
do, with great Pleaſure, and without-any Difſidence, re- 
for to Mr. Mas SH AL, Goſpel Myſtery ayttification, 
Which 1 ſhall not — e Ws of of, a Critic, 
or like 2 Reader of Taſte, but with Alf the Simplicity of 
the weakeſt Chriſtian 3 I mean, from my on Experience. 
It has been made one of the moſt uſefal-Bools-to my own 
Soul. I ſcarce ever fail to mane ne Conſolation 
and Strength from the Peruſal of And was I to be 
baniſhed into ſome deſolate Alara 'p6ſleffed only of two 
Books beſides my B n I x, rhis _—_ be bf the two, 
and perhaps the firſt that I would chooſe . 
Should any Perſon, hitherto a range, zg, the Work, 
purchaſe it on this Recommendation, | deſire to 
ſuggeſt one Caution—That He be not ſurpriſed, if, in the 


Beginning, He meets with Joranthing new, and quite _ 
0 
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Duties, which can ſcarcely be performed, ſo long as 
this Spirit of Diffidence prevails; f 

Ther. Name them, Aſpaſio. 

Aſp. J am afraid, leſt I ſhould ſeem to arrogate 
the Office of a Teacher ; which neither becomes 
my Condition, nor is agreeable to my Temper. 

Ther. I beſeech You, my dear Friend, let Us 
wave Ceremony, and have nothing to do with Com- 


pliments. My Soul is in jeopardy: My preſen * 


Comfort, and my everlaſting Happineſs, are at 
ſtake. And ſhall we ſuffer any little Punctilios to 
overbear ſuch weighty Conſiderations ? 5 
Suppoſe, You are a Teacher; I have great Need; 
and am very deſuous, to become your Scholar: 
For I freely confeſs, that, knowing as I may ſeem in 


other Inſtances, I am very ignorant in the great Pe- 


culiarities of the Goſpel. Nay, though I have read 


the Scriptures in a critical View, I have been an 


utter Stranger to their ſpiritual Meaning. Here, I 
am uninſtructed as a Babe; heres therefore, I ought 
to be teachable as a Babe. Yes; in this reſpe& 1 
would become as a little Child, that I may enter into 


the Knowledge, and poſſeſs the Privileges of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. RE 
Vor, III. „ „ 


of che common Road. Or, if ſurpriſed, that He would 


not be offended, but calmly and attentively proceed. He 


will find the Author's Deſiga opening itſelf by degrees. 
He will difcern more and more the Propriety of his 
Method. And what might, at the firſt View, appear like 
a Stumbling-block ; will prove to be a fair, compendious, 


and ample Avenue —to the Palace of Teuth—to the 
Temple of Hohne and to the Bowers of Happineſs. - 


As the Baok itſelf is ſcarce, a very good Abridgment 
of it may be had at Mr. Keith's in Gracechurch-freet. 
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Aſp. Your Anſwer, Theron, ſhall be a Law.— 
Love to GOD, is the firſt Commandment; and 
without all Peradventure, is the principal Grace, 
But is it eaſy, is it poſſible to love G OD, before 
We have any Perſuaſion of his Love to Us ? This 
is what the Apoſtles did not, could not do. And, 
if it exceeded their Ability, it will doubtleſs be above 


the Reach of our Capacity. The Thing may be 


"attempted ; the Practice may be urged. We may 
e the Neceſſity of it, and 'defire to perform it. 
But we ſhall never, never be able to exerciſe it, till 
We have ſome comfortable Apprehenſion of G O D's 
Reconciliation and good Will to Us. Vie love 
HT — Wherefore? From what Inducement? 
"Becauſe HE firſt loved Us *; and becauſe this 
Love hath been made evident to our 1 by 
the Eight of Faith. 

What think You of Delight in G 0D: This alfo 
is a chriſtian Grace. But how can Two walk toge- 
"Ber, except they be agreed? We never covet an In- 
timacy with the Perſon, who declares Himſelf our 
Enemy. Nay, if there be only a Suſpicion, that 
He bears Us a ſecret ill Will, We ſhall be jealous 


of truſting Him, and averſe to approach Him. This 
was the Caſe of our fiiſt Parents, immediately after 


the Fall. Inftead of drawing near to their CR E- 
ATOR, with Plezſure and Gratitude ; they fled 
from Him, with Anxiety.and Terror. And why ? 
Beciuſe they were under the alarming Apprehenfions 
his Diſpleaſure.— Whereas, let us once believe, 
What the Apoſtle aff rms; Then we were Enemies, 
Wes were 3 G OD by the Deathof his SON +. 
| "on 
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Let Us cordially credit, what the Prophet repeatedly 
declares ; Therefore will the L ORD wait, that He 
may be . gracious unto You ; and therefore will He be ex- 
alted, that He may have Mercy upon Tau *. Then we 
ſhall ſeek his Face with Alacrity. Our Affections 
will be on the Wing to ſalute their Almighty B E- 
NEFAC TOR. We ſhall joy in GO D through 
wr LORD JESUS CHRIST. © 
Ther. To the Enjoyment of many ſpiritual. Conſo- 
lations, and the Exerciſe of ſeveral delightful Graces, 
I acknowledge, an aſſured, Faith is neceſſary ; but 


Aſp. Ay, Theron, You may well heſitate. It will 


be difficult to fill up the Chaſm in your Diſcourſe. 
For my part, I know not any Duty of Holineſs, 
which can be performed aright, without. ſome De- 


gree of this confiding Faith.—We are to walk ur- 


thy of HIM, who hath called Us to his Kingdom and 
FE | Glory? : 


* Ta. xxx. 18, That admirable Commentator Vi- 
 TRINGA, who generally draws his Bow with a ſteady 

Hand, and ſhoots fis Arrow with the exacteſt Aim, Here 
ſeems to miſs the Mark. He appears to have thought, 
that waiting to be gracjous, implies a Delay in the Ex- 
erciſe of the Attribute, wo the ſame as to abflain from 
being gracious, Ha ang Meaning, the Lan- 
guage would probabl op ons been, not nnr but 
np —To wait to be gracious ſignifies, to ſtand over 
a People with the —.— Tenders of Grace and Mer- 
. even while they refuſe to accept them. This was 

e Caſe with G.OD and Hg. GOD promiſed tod · 
fend the 7 fraelizes ; the y.obſtinately refuſed to. —— 
his Protection. 803 Aiſſuaded 3 truſt 
the Succour of Egypt; they preſi teſo 


umptuouſly | 
s *. on that e Reed. e 7 —— 1 — 


1 


' $40 DIALOGUE XVI. 


Glory * - but if we doubt, whether We in particular 
are called, how can this influence our Converſation ? 
We are to be Follotbers of GOD, as his dear 
* Children +. But if We do not, cannot, will not be- 
lieve, fo as to cry Abba, FATHER,” how can 
ſuch a Conſideration ſway our Hearts ?—Nay; upon 
"what Principles can ſuch a Perſon addreſs Himſelf to 
diſcharge any Office of the chriſtian Life? We are to 
"abound in the Works of the LORD, from the ani- 
mating Proſpect of a glorious. Reſurrection t. This 
He cannot do; becauſe He apprehends Himſelf to 
Have no Lot or Portion in the bleſſed Hope. We 
are to open our Hands in Charity to others, from a 
View of that heavenly Kingdom, which was pre- 
= ared for Us from the Foundation of the World |: 

Ve are to cleanſe. Ourſelves from all Filthineſs of 
Fleh and Spirit, on account of thoſe precious Pro- 
miſes, which are freely given to Us in CHRIST 
_FE SU SS -. but where unbelieving Doubts-predomi- 
nate, theſe. endearing and invigorating Motives are 
loft. Fhe Man has no Intereſt in the encouraging 
Fromiſes, has no Title to the bliſsful Inheritance; 


Conſequently, e een, of evangelical Obedi- 


86.1 507 \ 003 r ence, 
rock criecct: 223 wg FE; 
— aw ni fi red Mercy deny my „ defpiled Aſif 
unten? This! 5 be the Manner of human Procedure. 
Dur dhe LOR D Ws s are not as Man's Ways. His 
| aphl oer our Perverſeneſs. There 
| He ſays, — 5 not turn away from them in Diſ- 
5.5 E will eren wait for them, and wait upon 
oi hom ; till they: ſee their Errbr, and accept my . 
vu Amaving Condeſcenfion and | Goodnch FI was go 


I may ſo ſpeak, infinitely more than — 


> .* x The. i. 12. 1 Eph. v. 1. 1 Cor. XV. i 
E Mat. XXV. 34. { 2 Cor. vii. 1. ah 


— 


Hut 4wine Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs - "5 | 
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- ence, with reſpect to him, are benumbed, withered, / 


dead. te 
Ther. Such a Man may make Prayers and 8 Sup- 
plications. Though he cannot rejoice in the Privi- 
leges, He may requeſt them at the Throne of 
Grace. 

App. Prayer i is a great Duty, * as 5 a Privi- 
lege. I wiſh my dear Theron the Spirit- of Grace 
and Supplication, This will be. better, incompa- 
rably better and more advantageous, than a Key to 
hidden Treaſures. But how- can You pray with 
humble Boldneſs, or with lively Hope, unleſs You 
believe? Believe, that CHRIS Tis your High- Prieſt; 
is your Interceſſor with the FAT HE R; and, with 
the Incenſe of his infinite Merit, en your Peti- 
tions? Then, and then only, can Vou have, what 


the Apoſtle calls, Boldneſs and Acceſs with Confi- 


dence *, Take notice of theſe vigorous Expreſſions; 
and at your Leiſure conſider, whether they counte- 
nance the ſuſpicious and miſgiving Temper.—At 
preſent obſerve, how yonder Lark warbles and 
mounts in the Firmament; as if ſhe was bidding Adieu 
to the Earth, and going to mingle with the Skies. 

| ® .0 + 18 


* Fph. iii. 12. Hcaſuls, Acceſs a5 4 chearing and 
graceful Aſſurance ; ſuch as thoſe Petitioners enjoy, who 
are introduced to the royal Preſence, by ſome diſtinguiſh- 
ed Favourite.— » 4 Bolaneſs or unreſtrained Liberty 
of Speech; ſach as Chil dren uſe; when they preſent their 
Addreſſes, and make known their Requeſts, to an indul- 
gent Father.—Ev» omrolnon, With a N grounded and fleady 
Confidence, that We ſhall obtain both a favourable x” 
ceptance, and a gracious Anſwer.—And all this, bo 
the Faith of CHRIST ; through the Worthineſs of his 
Perſon, ** the Prevatence of is Inte em 9 88 


5 
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An Image this, of believing! Prayer! Should 2 


Fowler ſhoot the ſoaring Songſter through the Wing, 


how would ſhe fall from her Elevation, and flutter 
on the Ground ! An 8 that, of diſtruſting 


Prayer. 


I know not how to leave this Subject, without 
attending to the Teſtimony of St. James: than 


which, nothing ean be more awful, or more deciſive, 


It ſhould really alarm the doubting Diſpoſition, as 
much as any Solicitation to the moſt horrid Sin. It 


ſhould alarm the whole religious Werld, as much as 
the Beacons, ſuddenly kindled and. all on a Flame, 
would alarm the Inhabitants of. the maritime Coafts, 


Let Him pray in Faith, nothing doubting *:; ; for He 
that doubteth-is lle a Wave of ibe Sea, * by, the 


Wind, and tot. Nay; the Apoſtle adds —and it is 


an Addition greatly to be regarded. It ſhould abide 
with Weight on our Conſtiences; for it comes from 


a Caſuiſt, who could neither be too indalgent, 
through an Exceſs of Compaſſion; nor too rigorous, 
through an Extravagance of Zeal—let not that Mun, 


the doubting Supplicant think, that He mou receive any 


Thing of the LORD. 
Never then, my worthy Friend, never more be an 
Advocate for Doubtings. Purſue them with Fire 


and 


| Leeden 

Nothing. hot Senſe is, 
I , alike "Though W "Nothing wwaver- 
nde too nearly with the Com 3 Like a 
"Ip makes Fer, ter of a diſagree asg Sate ng! Be: 11. 
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apd Sword. Give them no Quarter, Deal with 


them as Saul was commanded to treat the Ama- 
lekites. 5 , * 


Ther. If we are grieved at the Remembrance af 
paſt Sin, and feel an Averſion to all Sin; if the pre- 


vailing Bias of our Affections be to the Divine 


REDEEMER, and the habitual Breathing of 
our Souls after > Contain to his Image; may 


We not. ſuppoſe Ourſelves poſſeſſed of the Truth 


and Reality, though We have not the Confidence 
and Rejoicing of Faith? I ſay Ve; becauſe I ap- 
| prehend, this is not my peculiar Caſe, but common 
to myſelf, and many other Chriſtians of the weaker 
Sort. I aſk, therefore, in their Name and in my 
own, May We not humbly ſuppoſe our Condition 
ſafe? Though We do not preſume to uſe the Lan- 
guage of the Spouſe; Ay BEL OVED is mine, 
and I am his, 


Aſp. So Y ou are Kill inclined to ſpare Agag ; be- 


cauſe delicately and ſpeciouſly diſguiſed, under the 
Appearance of Tenderneſs to weak Souls, I ſhould 
have thought, the Text from St. James muſt have 
done Execution, like the Prophet Samuels Sword. 
But ſince Corroſives ſucceed not, let Us make trial 


of Lenitives, 

When the great JEHOVA H is ; pleaſed to ſay, 
I am the LO RD thy GQD; then, upon this au- 
thentic Warrant, to uſe the Language of the Spouſe, 


is neither more nor leſs than to declare; „I am 
* perſuaded, that CHRIS T is fatthful and true. 


„ That he ys, what he thinks; and will do, what 
He fays,” Whereas, wo depy this, by downright 


* 4 Unbalief; 
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Unbelief; or to queſtion this, by living in Sul- 
penſe; is not humble Duty, but proud Diſobe- 
dience. Might not the LORD FESUS juſtly 
complain, hat Iniguity have Sinners found in Me? 
What Unkindneſs, or what Unfaithfulneſs, that they 
are ſo much afraid of confiding in my Grace, and of 
believing my Word? 

' You aſk, Whether the State of theſe Perſons is 
ſafe, and their Faith real? I anſwer; Why ſhould 
not their State be happy, and their Faith aſſured? 
Why ſhould You, or They, or any One, plead the 
Cauſe of Unbelief, and veil it with the plauſible 
Pretext of. Humility? Let theſe Perſons know, 
whatever their Names or their Circumſtances are, 
that they have as good a Right to adopt the Words 
of the Spouſe, as We have to walk in theſe Gardens, 


and enjoy their refined Delights. — Vet they will do 


well to remember, that thoſe Qualifications, how- 
ever amiable, are by no means the Ground of their 
Right. They are to advance their Claim, and hold 
faſt the Bleſſing, not as Men ornamented with fine 
Endowments, but as poor, indigent, guilty Sinners. 
For ſuch the SAVIOUR is provided; to fuch 
his Benefits are propoſed; and on 0. his Grace 
will be magnified. | 

Ther. Do You elude my Queſtion, or give up your 
Point? One or the other my Aſpaſio certainly does. 

Aſp. Since my Friend fo peremptorily affirms, I 
will not have the ill Manners to deny. I will own 


the ſormer Charge, the latter I cannot admit. I will 


own, that, at preſent, I had much rather act as a 
Comforter, than as a Diſputant. On ſome other 
. Oecaſion, 1 * undertake to conſider, and endea- 


. + 
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vour to anſwer, all your Objections.—In the mean 
time, I am far from giving up the Point, barely by 
inquiring ; Why ſuch Perſons ſhould loſe their Time, 
and perhaps embarraſs their Minds, in theſe leſs pro- 
fitable Suppoſitions ? When there is a direct, a com- 
pendious, and a certain Method of obtaining Peace, 
by appropriating CHRIST. and his Merits ; wath- 
out recurring ta any ſuch Qualifications, 

Nevertheleſs, if You inſiſt upon a poſitive Reply, 


Jam obliged to declare, that Faith conſiſts in none 
of thoſe . Qualifications, which You deſcribe. The 


Language of Faith is not I feel ſuch an Averſion; 


« I am aRuated with ſuch a Bias; or I breathe ſuch 
« a Deſire.” But GO D has freely loved me; 
« CHRIST has graciouſly died for me; and the 
« HOLY GHOST wil aſſuredly ſanctify me in 


the Belief, the appropriating Belief of theſe pre- 


( ious Truths 2 


But ſee, Theron! Yonder black and low. ER 
Cloud points this Way. It ſeems big with a Shower; 


it marches on apace; and will ſoon be over our 
Heads. We muſt inftantly fly to Shelter. 


Ther. It is well We have this Summer-houſe for 


aur Shelter, The thickeſt Boughs would be inſuf- 


ficient to ſercen Us. I think, I never ſaw a more 
impetuous Burſt of Rain. A Shower! No, 'tis a 


"EG ** The . copy, reeking Drops, 
come 


» Tf the Reader finds this Dane too long, here He 


pill have a convenient * 
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come down like a Torrent ®.—-Surpriſing ! What a 
dreadful. Flaſh was there! A Sheet of ſulphureous 
Fire, launched from the diſmal Gloom, and wrap- 
ing the whole Skies in a Blaze !—Not a Moment”; 
Interval, between the Lightning's Rage, and the 
Thunder's Roar. How ſudden and vaſt the Explo- 
ſion! What a deep, prolonged, tremendous Pecal 
enſues! It ſeems as if the Poles of Earth, and the 
Pillars of Nature cracked 


See, 


Cane down like a Torrent. — This is the Import of that 

Krong pictureſque Word 174 Pfal. Ixxvii. 17. In th; 
Manner, Th+C poured out Mater; while the Air thun- 
dered; and theArrows of the ALMIGHTY went atrcad. 
Mr. Addi/on, if I remember right, admires the Pſalmiſt's 
Deſcription of a Storm at Sea; becauſe, it dwells only 
upon the grand and maſt firiking Circumſtances; without 
deſcending, like Virgil's enervated Repreſentation, to ſuch 
little Particulars, as the Cries of Men, and the Noiſe of 
Oars. Clamorque Virim, Stridorgue Rudentum.—T his De- 
ſcription of à Tempeſt is, I think, equally admirable on 
the ſame Account. The three greateſt and moſt terrible 
Peculiarities are ſelected; and expreſſed with all the Gon- 
ciſeneſs, yet with all the Vigour, which Language can 
Unite. 

I have not met with any Commentator, who enters into 
the Spirit of the next Verſe. And in our Liturgy Tranſ- 
lation, its Majeſty ſinks into Meanneſs, its Propriety de- 
generates into Tautology. - Whereas, it is by no means 
a vain Repetition; but heightens and inlarges the formi- 
dable Idea, by diſplaying the Egechs of what had been de- 
ſeribed, in the foregoing Lines. The Voice of thy Thunder 
dat in the Heaven; the Vollies not only reſounded, but 
reſounded from Pole to Pole, and filled $1543 the vaſt 
Circumference of the Skies. The Lightnings lightened the 
Noni; the Flaſhes not enly ſhone, | but Tons far and 
near, and illuminated the whole Warld with their Blaze. 

The Earth trembled to its Center, and its Inhabitants oof 
with Horror. . | | 
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See, my dear Aſpaſio See the direful Havock; 
the horrid Effects of this elementary Tumult. 
Yonder Oak, which reared its towering Head aloft, 
and ſpread wide its graceful Branches, is, in the 
Twinkling of an Eye, turned into a nated Trunk, 
There it ſtands, ſinged and tore; ſtripped of its 
verdant Honours *, and ſurrounded with its own 
ſhattered Fragments, How fearful is the Artillery of 
Heaven |! | | 5 

Aßp. And why—why did not the Blow fall on 
this guilty Breaſt? Why was not the fiery Bolt, which 
flew ſo near, commiſſioned to pierce our Hearts ?— 
If our heavenly FAT HER has been fo tenderly 
careful of theſe periſhing Bodies, will He not be 
much more gracious to our immortal Souls? Will he 
not clothe them with that immaculate Robe, which 
ig the only Security from the Stroke of eternal Ven- 
geance?—And let me aſk, can this be a Security to 
Us, unleſs We are veſted with it l. Could this Build- 
ing, though very ſubſtantial, have ſecured Us from 
the ruſhing Rains, if We had not betaken Ourſelves 
to its friendly Covert ! 'A 

CHRIST is repreſented, in the Prophecy of 
[ſaiah, by this very Image; as a Place of RFfuge, and 
| as 


Does not this give Us the moſt awful and grand 
Senſe of P/alm xxix. 9? The Voice of the LORD, when 
uttered in Thunder, and accompanied with Lightning, 
Dy; rw, not diſcovereth the thick Buſhes, but flrips th 
Forefls; lays bare the branching Woods; reduces the 
moſt magnificent and flouriſhing Cedars to naked and wi- 
thered Trunks. | 
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as a Covert from the Storm and from Rain *. That is, 


His Merits and Death are a ſure Protection, from the 


Curſe of the Law, and the Damnation of Hell. No 
Fury of the Elements ſo terrible as theſe; no Bul- 
Wark of Stone ſo impregnable as thoſe. — [If this is a 
_ proper Emblem of CHRIST, to what ſhall We 
ken Faith? To a Perſuaſion, that the Shelter of the 
Summer-houſe is free for our Uſe? To a high 
Efteem of its Accommodation, an earneſt Deſire after 
its Protection, or an habitual Tendency towards it? 
Would this defend Us from the Inclemencies cf 
the Weather? Would this keep Us dry, amidſt 


(what You call) the deſcending Deluge? Would this 


Eſteem, Deſire, or Tendeney, unleſs carried into 
actual Entrance and Poſſeſſion, be a proper Safe- 
guard, or indeed =_ Manner of Advantage to our 
Perfons : ? 

Ther. No, Ajpaſte 3 3 neither would a Perſuaſion that 

the Summer-houſe is mine. 

| App. True: but a Belief that CHRIST is mine, 
is like entering the Summer-houſe, When the Divine 
SPIRIT, reveals the obedient and dying S AVI- 
OUR in my Heart; when I am enabled to believe, 
that his Death was the Deſert of my Sins, and his 
Obedience is the Matter of my Juſtification; when 
J hive in the Exerciſe of this appropriating Faith, then 
I find that Comfort, and I receive that Benefit, which 
correſpond with the Repoſe and Security, We now 
enjoy- from this hoſpitable Structure, 

"Ther, May 1 then, from this Inftant, look upon 


CHRIST, his glorious Perſon, his perfect Righte- 
puſneſs, and his precious Death, as my certain Inhe- 


| ' ritance ? 
* Iſa. iv. 6. 
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ritance? May I firmly believe, that through this 
grand immenſely meritorious Cauſe, I fhall have 
Pardon and Acceptance, true "FOO and endleſs 
Salvation ? 

Aſp. Why ſhould You not belies all this firmly? 4 
You have the ſame Reaſon to believe with a ſteady 
Confidence, as to believe with any Degree of Af- 
fiance. It is the free Promiſe of the Goſpel, addreſſ- 
ed to Sinners, that warrantsthe latter; and the very 
ſame Promiſe, under the ſame Circumſtances of un- 
merited Munificence, authorizes the former. 
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You have heard my Opinion, hear now what our 
.L ORD Fimſelf ſays; Let Him that is athirſt, come; 
and whoſoever, will, let Him take the Water of Life free - 
*. He may partake of my ſpiritual and unſpeak- 
able Bleſfings, as freely as He makes uſe of the' moſt 
common Refreſhments; as freely as He drinks of the. 
running Stream. This is his royal Proclamation. — 
Hear his gracious Invitation. Look unto Me, and be 
ye ſaved ; ſaved from your diſquieting Fears, by 
Juſtification ; ſaved from your domineering Corrup- 
tions, by Sanctification; ſaved from every Evil, by 
com plete and eternal Redemption. To whem is this 
moſt affectionate Call directed? Not to a few diſtin- 
guiſhed Favourites only, but to all the Ends of the 
Earth. None are excepted ;| none are prohibited; 
and can my Theron imagine, that He is excluded? 
Nay farther; Hear our LORD's earneſt In- 
treaty; ; Haar his tender and repeated TE: ; 
| ; AS 2. 


| ® Rev, xxil. 17. + Laa. xlv. 22. 
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As though GOD did beſeech You by Us; We pray You, 


in CHRIST's Steady be yet reconciled to GOD *, 
Hark! Tis the Voice of infinitely condeſcend- 
ing Love, ſpeaking by his Ambaſſador—“ Sinners, 


4c accept my great Salvation. Enjoy what I have 
cc purchaſed for You, by my dying Agonies. Do 
© not ſuſpect my Kindneſs, or refuſe my Gifts. 
This will wound me deeper, than the Spear which 
« vierced my Heart,” —O ! the Grace of our ex- 
alted KING. He bows from bis celeftial Throne. 
He almoſt kneels to his guilty Creatures. He begs, 
He even begs of obnoxious Sinners, not to reject his 
Mercies.— After all this, can you entertain the leaſt 
Doubt, Theron, whether you have a Permiſſion to 
believe firmly ? n 
Der. This is extraordinary: Goodneſs indeed! J 
have often read theſe Paſſages, but never ſaw them, 
till this Hour, in a Light ſo engaging, and ſo encou- 
raging. 

Aſp. Should not this three-fold Cord be . 
enough to draw my dear Friend; let me add (what 
muſt abſolutely ſuperſede all Objections) the plain, 
expreſs, peremptory Command of the AL MIG H- 
TV: Dis is his Command, that We ſhould believe on 
the Name of his Sn FESUS CHRIST +4. Pray, 
examine the Language; Not» He allows only; or 
barely adviſes ; but. commands, We are not only per- 
mitted, but ſtrictly required. It is not only our Pri- 
vilege, but GO-D's poſitive Injunction. Upon the 
Diſcovety of ſueh a 8 AVIO UR, methinks every 

Heart ſbou ld cry; O that I might be allowed to 


" approach 


ei. 26. 70) ! john i Ut, 73. 
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« approach him! To ſolicit an Intereſt in Him! 

«5 How gladly would I wait, ever ſo long a time, in 
« ever ſo mean a Poſture, if I might at the laſt re- 
« ceive Him as my Portion?“ The ſuperabundant 

Goodneſs of GOD, prevents our Wiſhes, andexceeds 
our Hopes. I freely give my 'SON, faith the 
« LORD, and all his Riches to You. I beſeech You, 

« as a compaſſionate Friend, not to refuſe Him. I in- 

join You, as an uncontroulable Sovereign, to be- 

« lieve on Him,” —How gracious ! moſt amazingly 
gracious is this Command ! And give me leave to 

hint, it is the greateſt and moſt important Command, 

that ever iſſued from the Throne of Glory. If this 

de negleRed, no other can be kept; if this be ob- 

ſerved, all others will be eaſy.— Now, Theron, will 
You not receive CHRIS T, and look upon his all- 
ſufficient Merits, as your own? Is not your War- 
rant clear and unexceptionable? Nay, is not your 
Obligation ſtrong and indifpenſible ? | 

Ther. Truly, Aſpaſio, You put all my miſtruſtful 
Apprehenſions to the Stand. Here is a Proclamation 
from the bleſſed & O D ſeconded by his Invitation 
accompanied by his Intreaty— and all inforced by his 
Command. I know not what can be a fuller Proof 
of your Point, or a ſtronger: Inducement to believe. 

Aſp. Yes, my Friend; I can produce (if ſuch a 
Thing be poffible) ſtronger Proof ſtill. Such as, I 
eee will totally rout Unbelief, and drive all her 
Forces from the Field, 

G OD has not only invited You, intreated You, 
and commanded You to live under the ſweet Perſua- 
fon, that his SON is your SAVIOUR; but he 
has given you the — Ratification of this pre- 

cious 
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cious Truth.—He has paſſed his Word; He has 
made You a firm Promiſe; nay, He has given you 
many and various Promiſes, of this ineſtimable Bleſſ. 
ing. And GOD is not a Man, that He ſhould lie; 
or the SON of Man, that. he ſhould repent. Hath He 
ſaid, and ſball He not do it? Or hath He ſpoken, and 
hall He not make it good ® © Heaven and Earth may 
drop into Nothing, ſooner than one Promiſe, or in- 
deed one Jot or Tittle of his. Promiſe, ſhould fall to 
the Ground. 

Beſides "ol He has given You, if I may fo ſpeak, 
a Note under his own Hand. He has recorded his 
Promiſes in the Bible, and written them with an ever- 
laſting Pen. So that'they will ſtand conſpicuous and 
indelible, like a Bill drawn upon Heaven, and a Ba- 
fis laid for Faith, ſo long as the Sun and Moon 
endure, 

Nay, He has confirmed all, by the moſt lems 
Sanction ages agrees 3 by his Oath; by his oun 
Oath; by the Oath of a GOD. Though his 
Word i is ſure, and his Promiſe immutable, He adds 
(aſtoniſhing Condeſcenfion ! adorable Benignity |) 
He adds HIS OArE to all.—He not only ſpeaks, but 
ſwears; ſwears by Himſelf; ſwears by his own eternal 
Exiſtence ; that his Promiſes belong—to whom ? 
Mark this Particular with the moſt exact Attention. 
To whom do thoſe Promiſes belong, which ate 
ratified in this unequaled and inviolable Manner ?— 
To the Holy, the Upright, the Accompliſhed ?— 
To thoſe, ſays the n who Ho for Refuge to 

the 


. Numb. xxili. 19. 
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he Hope ſet before them *. The Hope ſet before 


them in the Propitiation, the Righteouſneſs, the inef- 
fable Merits of CHRIST; 

Ther. May I then believe, firmly believe; aſluredly 
believe, that FESUS the Mediator, and all the rich 
Benefits of his Mediation, are mine? Pardon me, A, 
pafio, for reiterating the Queſtion; I am really, 
with reſpect to the Obedience of Faith, too much 
like that Saxon Monarch, who, for his Remiſlneſs 
and Inactivity, was firnamed The Unready +. - 

Aſp. I do more than pardon my dear Theron. I 
feel for Him, and [ ſympathize with Him. If there 
is ſome of that Saxon Prince's Diſeaſe runing in 
his Religion; I am ſure, there is too much of it in 
mine; and I fear, it is an epidemical Diſtemper. 
But let Us reflect a Moment—Suppoſe any Neigh- 
bour of Subſtance and Credit, ſhould biad himſelf 
by a deliberate Promiſe, to do you ſome particular 
piece of Service—if he ſhould add to his Promiſe a a 
Note under his own Hand—if he ſhould corroborate 
both by ſame authentic Pledge—if he ſhould eſta- 
bliſh all by a moſt awful and ſolemn Oath Could 
you ſuſpect the Sincerity of his Engagement, or har- 
bour any Doubt with regard to its Execution ? This 


would be moſt unreaſonable in any One; and to 


your generous Temper, I am very certain, it would 
be impoſſible, —Let us remember, that G OD has 
given us all this Cauſe for an Aſſurance of Faith, 
and more. Nay; I will defy the moſt timorqus 
and ſuſpicious Temper, to demand from the moff- 
treacherous Perſon on Earth, a greater, ftrongers 

vol. III. 2 Fuller 


* Heb. vi. 17, 18. 1 ETasLazD: 
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fuller Security, than the G OD of infinite Fidelity 


has granted to you and me.— After all this, one would 
think, Diffidence itſelf could no longer heſitate, nor 


the moſt jealous Incredulity demur. Shall we, can 


we with-hold that Aﬀeance from the unchangeable 
CREATOR, which we could not but repoſe on 


- a fallibk Creature? 


Ther. You rouze and animate me, Aſpao. O 
that I may ariſe, and with the divine Afﬀiſtance, ſhake 
off this Stupor of Unbelief! Certainly, it can never be 
honourable to G OD, nor pleaſing to CH RIST, 
nor profitable to Ourſelves. 

Afp. If it be, then cheriſh it; maintain it; and 


never relinquiſh it. But how can it be honowrable to 


GOD? It depreciates his Goodneſs ; it is a Re- 
proach to hjs Veracity ; nay, the Apoſtle ſcruples 
net to affirm, that it makes him a Liar 8. 
they who believe his Teſtimony, glorify his Faith- 
fulneſs; glorify his Beneficence; and, as John the 
Baptift ſpeaks, ſet to their Seal, thut GOD is true +, 
habe been informed, that, when the late Eleclor 
of Hanover was deelared, by the Parliament of 
Great-Britain, Succeſſor to the vacant Throne; 
ſeveral Perfons of Diſtinction waited upon his High- 
neſs, ih order to make timely Appkeation for the 
moet valuable Preferments. Several Requeſts of this 


Nature were granted, and each was confirmed by a 


kind of promiſfory Note. One Gentleman, parti- 


eularly, ſolicited for the Mafferſbip of the Rolls. 
Being indulged in his Deſire, he was offered the 


fame Confirmation, which had been vouchfafed to 
| other 


21 1 N v.to. John ii. 33. 


Whereas, 
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other ſucceſsful Petitioners: Upon which, he 
ſeemed to be under a Pang of graceful Confuſion 
and Surprize ; begged, that he might not put the 
royal Donor to ſuch unneceſſary Trouble; at the 
ſame time proteſting, that he looked upon his High- 
neſs's Word, as the very beſt Ratification of his Suit. 
With this Conduct, and this Compliment, the 
Elector was not a little pleaſed. *©* This is the 
« Gentleman, he faid, who does me a real-Ho- 
% nour ;' treats me lite a King; and whoever is 
« diſappointed, He ſhall certainly be gratified.” 
So, We are aflured by the Teſtimony of Revelation, 


that the Patriarch, who Naggered not through Un- 


belief, gave, and in the moſt ſignal, the moſt AC 
ceptable Manner, Glory to GOD®, 

Is it pleaſing to CHRIST ?—Quite the reverſe; 
It diſhonours his Merie ; it detracts from the Dig- 
nity of his Rigeteouſneſs; it would enervate the 
Power of his Interceſſion. Accordingly you. may 
obſerve, there is nothing which our LORD © 
frequently repraved in his Followers, as this Spirit 
of Unbelief.— What ſays He to his Diſciples, 'when 
He came down from the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion? O faithleſs and perverſe + Generation ! They 
were perverſe, becauſe faithleſs. What ſays He 
to the Travelers, whom He overtook in their 
Journey to Emmaus ? 2 Fools, and flow of Heart 


b 5 e, * IE: | 8 
F. Suche fie, att xvji⸗ 17. ieving tate 
Mind, is like ſome well arranged and beautiful Syſtem of 
Limbs. Unbelief difhocates e Parts, A orts the har- 
monious Wer diagares i its * ren | 


* * 
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to believe * They were Fools, becauſe flow ty 
believe.—What- ſays He to the Apoſtles, after his 
Reſurrection? FESUS upbraided them with tbeir 
Unbelief +. He took no notice of their cowardly and 
perfidious Behaviour; He inveighed againſt none of 
their other Follies and Infirmities ; but He upbraided 
them with their Unbelief. Not genily rebuked, 
No; this was a Fault, ſo unreaſonable in itſelf, fo 
reproachful to their MASTER, ſo pernicious to 
themſelves, that He ſeverely reprimanded them for it; 


with an Air of Vehemence, and with a Mixture of 
Invective. | 


Is it profitable to Qurſelves ?—Nothing leſs. It 
damps our Love, and diminiſhes our Comfort. I 
ſubjects Us to that Fear, which hath Torment; 
and diſqualifies Us for that Obedience, which 
is filial, In a word; this diſtiuſtſul and unbe- 

lieving 


Avene, Luke xxiv. 25. Not thoughtleſ, but fapid 
- Creatures ; void of Underſtanding ; as we fay in Eng- 
Ab, without common Senſe ; or, as Horace would have ſaid 
1 Mark xvi. 14. The Word is not ais, as in Lule 
xvii. 3. not ay, as in Tit. i 13. but ne Which 
ſignifies, not barely a Rebuke, but a Rebuke accompa- 
nied with 4cen and finging Reflections; ſuch as may 
cover the Face with Bluſhes, and wound the, Heart with 
Anguiſh.—Tt is uſed, by the Evangeliſt ' Luke, and by 
the Apoſtle Peter, to deſcribe thoſe Calumnies, In- 
vectives, and Reproaciies, with which the Perſecutors 
of Chriſtianity endeavoured to gall and offi the Chri- 
miians. Lale vi. 22. 1 Pet. iv. 14.— Though our LORD 
 FESUS was moſt amiably tender and gentle; yet, 
when Severity was - neceſſary and wholeſome, He knew 
Now to be ſevere. Our all- wiſe PHYSICIAN could 
apply the Cauflic, as well as adminitter the Cordia/. 
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jieving Temper weakens every Principle of Piety, 
and impoveriſhes the whole Soul.—-Whence come 
ſpiritual Oſcitancy and Remiſſneſs? Whence pro- 
ceed Sterility and Unfruitfulneſs in the Know- 
ledge of CHRIST? St. Peter aſeribes them all 
to an habitual] Unbelief. Such Perſons, he ſays, 
have forgotten that they were purged from their former 
Sins *. In the Regenerate, where it remains, it is 
very detrimental 5 for they that will not believe ſhall 
nt be eftabliſhed+: In the Unregenerate, where 
it prevails, it is abſolutely deſtructive; and though 
it may not kill like an Apoplexy, it waſtes like a 
Conſumption. They could not enter in, becauſe of Un- 
. | 

Let Us then, my dear F riend, ca/? away this Sin, 
which ſo ea/ily beſets Us both. It clogs our Feet; it 


hampers all our Powers; and hinders Us from 


runing, with Alacrity and Speed, the Race that is ſat 
before Us,—What ſays David? GOD hath ſpoken 
in his Holineſs || ; hath made an expreſs and inviolas 


ble Promiſe, that I ſhall be Ruler of his People 


Iſrael. I will rejoice therefore; away with every 
alarming Apprehenſion; I will even exult and tri- 
umph. Nay more; I will divide Shechem, and mete 
out the Valley of . I will look upon the whole 
Land as my own. I will divide it, and diſpoſe of it, juſt 
as if it was already in my Poſleffion.—Why ſhould 
not you and I alſo fay? GOD hath ſpoken in his 
Halineſt; hath expreſly and ſolemnly declared, The 
Promiſe of an all- ſufficient SAVIOUR 7s to You. 


We will 255 thereſore; confiding in this moſt 
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faithful Word, We will bid adieu to all diſquieting 
Fears, and make our Boaſt of this glorious R E. 
DEEMER. Yes; notwithſtanding all our Un. 
worthineſs, CARIST and his Atonement, 
CHRIST and his Righteouſneſs, are ours, G OD 
hath paſſed his Word; and amidft all our Tempta- 
tions, his Word is our Anchor ; its Hold is firm, and 
its Ground immoveable *. 


2 Sher, I have heard ſome People diRioguiſh be- 
tween the Faith of Reliance, and the Faith of A ur. 
gnce ; between the reflex and the dire? AR of Faith, 
Methinks, I approve theſe Sentiments, though ! 
diſlike the Terms. The Sentiments are ' happih 


#* «B45 


cities to underſtand. 


Aſp. 1 cannot ſay, that 1 am very fond, either cf 
the one, or of the other. In my Opinion, they 
both partake too much of the Subtilty of the 

chools ; and are more likely to create Perplexity, 
than to adminiſter godly Edifying. For which Rea- 
fon, > y ſhould Chooſe to drop the difficult Phraſes, 
and not to dwell an the hice Dillinons. Yet, if 
; We 


N This yery important Bech . more mb ak. 


played, in 2 of Enſtine q on the ¶ ¶rance of 
6 e Vol. III. p. 201. Ni read, in order to = yo 
5 Taſte, or improve my Style; I would prefer Bil op 

2 8 5 Sermons, Dr Patts's Works,” Mr. Setd's 
Diſcourſes. But was I EW read, with a ſingle View to the 
Edification of true Faith, ſolid Comfort, 
and. evan gelical 1 ; have recourſe to Mr. 
Irſine, ald take his Volumes for my Guide, 9 
and my own familiar Friend. 
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We muſt not diſmiſs them, without ſome Notice, I 
would juſt remark— 

That the Faith of Reliance, in its true ſcriptural 

Senſe, includes or preſuppoſes a a Degree of Aſſur- 

ance. Includes; for what is Reliance, but a Repoſe 


of the Mind, which is attended with Tranquility, 


and excludes Perturbation ? How can this take Place, 
if there be no Sort of Conviction, That the LORD 
is my Light and my Salvation ?—Preſuppoſes ; for, 
who would rely on a Satisfaction made, without 
being perſuaded, that the Satisfaction is for Him 
and his Iniquities? Reliance, ſeparated from this 
Perſuaſion, ſeems to Le neither comfortable, nor 
reaſonable. 

As to thoſe, who inſiſt upon what they call the 
reflex Act of Faith; ſure, they miſtake the Nature of 
the Thing. This, if I underſtand them aright, is 
their Way of arguing; <* I am a new Creature; 
ce J leve the LORD FESUS in Sincerity ; I have 


cc the Fruits of the SPIRIT. From whence it 


« is plain, that CHRIST and his Salvation 
ec are mine.” Now, in all this Procedure, I cannot 
diſcern the leaſt Foot-ſtep of Faith; no not the leaſt 
Trace of receiving a Teſtimony, or relying upon 
a SAVIOUR. Here is nothing more than a 
logical Deduction of one Propoſition from another ; 
a Concluſion drawn from given Premiſes. Grant 
the latter, and any Perſon, without any Aid from 
the SPIRIT, will infer the former. It may, 
therefore, more properly be reckoned an Act of 
Reaſoning, than of Believing; it is founded on 
what We Ourſelves feel, not upon the Record of a 
| Z 4 faithful 
5 4 
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faithful GOD; and it is ſtyled, by judicious Wri- 
ters, the Aſſurance of Senſe rather than of Faith. 

When, in Conformity to the afore-mentioned Opi- 
nion, We are adviſed to prove our Title to Comfort, 
by genuine Marks of Converſion ; and taught, on this 
Column to fix the Capital of Aſſurance; I would ra- 
ther propoſe a Queſtion, than advance ObjeRions.— 
Is not this ſomewhat like placing the Dome of a Ca- 
 thedral, upon the Stalk of a Tulip? | 

Ther. No, fay They; it was the Practice of the 

Apoſtle Himſelf; and He has left it upon Record, as 
a Pattern for all Poſterity to copy. We know that We 
are paſſed from Death unto Life, becauſe We love the 
Brethren. | 

Aſp. Obſerve, Theron, the Proceſs of the Apo- 
ſtle's Reaſoning. It is like the Form of an inverted 


_ Cone; where You have firſt the Point, and from 


thence proceed to the Baſe. So the ſacred Writer 
begins with the Jeſs, and aſcends to the greater 
Proof. He fays, in one of the following Verſes ; 
Hlereby perceive We the Love of GOD®, becauſe He 

15 fx laid 


* 1 Jobs iii. 16. The Word GOD. is not in the Ori- 
ginal. It was omitted by the Apoſtle, juſt as the parti- 
cular Name is omitted by Mary, when She ſpeaks to the 
Gardener; Sir, i thou haßt berne Him hence—and by the 
Church, when She addreſſes the ſacred Object of her 
Affection; Let Him ki/s me awith the Kiſſes of his Mouth : 
John xx. 15. Cantic. i. 1. — In all which Places, 
there is a Language, a very emphatical Language, even 
in the Silence. It declares, how deeply the Heart was 

netrated, how totally the Thoughts were poſſeſſed, by 
the beloved and illuſtrious Subject. It expreſſes alſo the 

fuperlative Dignity and Amiableneſs of the Perſon 
meant: as though He, and He alone, either was, or de- 


— 


ſerveg 
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laid down his Life, not merely for Sinners, but' for 
Is in particular, —Here, You fee, is Aſſurance by 
the direct Act of Faith. From this Truth believed, 
from this Bleſſing received, the Love of the Bre- 
thren takes its Riſe. Which may very juſtly be ad- 
mitted as an Evidence, that our Faith is real, and 
our Aſſurance no Deluſion. As yonder Leaves 
may ſerve to diſtinguiſh the particular Species, and 
aſcertain the healthy State of the Trees on which 
they grow. | | 

When your Tenants bring in their Rent, this af- 
fords no contemptible Evidence, that the Lands, 


which they reſpectively occupy, are yours. But this is 


a Proof which does not occur, every Day or every 
Week; it is occaſional only, and of the ſubordinate 
Kind,—The grand Demonſtration, that which is 
always at hand, and always forcible, is, your Poſſeſſion 
of the Deeds of Conveyance. Thus, the Promiſe 
of GOD in his divine Word is our Charter, or 
the authentic Conveyance of our Right to Pardon 
and Salvation, Make juſt the ſame Difference be- 
tween this Promiſe and your own Holineſs, as You 
make between the Writings of your Eſtate and the 
Receival of the Revenues, You will then judge 
aright, becauſe your Judgment will coincide with 

the Apoſtle's. 8 6 | 
Beſides; this Method of ſeeking Peace and Aſſur- 
ance, I fear, will perplex the Simple-minded ; 
and cheriſh, rather than ſuppreſs, the Fluctuations 
| wn, of 


ſerved to be, known and admired by Al. For which 
Reaſon, to mention his Name, or diſplay his Excellen- 
cies, ſeemed as need/e/f5, as to ſhew Light to the opened 


Eye. . 
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of Doubt. For, let the Marks be what you pleaſe, 
a Love of the Brethren, or a Love of all Righteouſ- 
neſs, a Change of Heart or an Alteration of Life; 
_ theſe good Qualifications are ſometimes like the Stars 
at Noon-Day, net eafth, if at all, diſcernable ; or 
elſe they are like a Glow-werm in the Night, 
glimmering, rather than ſhining. Conſequently will 
yield, at the beſt, but a feeble, at the worſt, a 
very precarious Evidence.—lf, in ſuch a manner, 
We ſhould acquire ſome little Aſſurance, how ſoon 
may it be unſettled by the Incurſtons of daily Temp- 
tation, of deſtroyed by the InfurreQion of remain- 
ing Sin! At ſuch a JunQure, how will it keep its 
Standing! How retain its Being! It will fare like a 
tottering Wall, before the Tempeſt ; or be as the 
Rnſh without Mire, and the Flag without Water &. 

Inſtead therefore of poring on our gwn Hearts, 
to diſcover, by inherent Qualities, our Intereſt in 
CHRIST, I ſhould rather renew my Application 
to the free and faithful Promiſe of the LORD; 
afjert and maintain my Title, on this wnalterable 
Ground.—< Pardon is mine, I would ſay Grace is 
« mine, CHRIST and all his ſpiritual Bleflings are 
« mine. Why ?- becauſe I am conſcious of ſancti- 
« fying Operations in my own Breaſt ? Rather be- 
« caule GOD hath ſpoken in his Holineſs ; becauſe 
« all meſe precious Privileges are conſigned over to 
« me in the everlaſtitlz Goſpel, with a Clearneſs 
4 unqueſtionable as the Truth, with OC AM in- 
« violable as the Oath of GOD.” 

Caſt your Eye into yonder Meadow. Take no- 
tice of that induſtrious Fiſherman; how intent He is 


u pen 


Job viii. 11. 
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upon the Purſuit of his. Buſineſs. He has juft 
thrown his Net, and taken a conſiderable Booty. 
You do not ſee Him ſpending his Time in idle 
Triumphs, on account of his Succeſs, He does 
not ſtand to meaſure the Dimenſions of the Fiſh, 
or compute the Value of his Prize. But having, 
without Delay, ſecured the Captives ; He prepares 
for another Caſt, and hopes for another Draught, 

So let Us, inſtead of exulting in any paſt Acqui- 
fitions, ſeek afreſh to the inexhauſtible Fulneſs of 
our SAVIOUR, for renewed Communications. 
If we have been bleſſed with any Taſte of his 
Goodneſs, or any Tokens of his Love, let Us not 
too fondly dote upon the Sweetneſs of ſuch Experi- 


ences; Let Us not make them the Foundation of 


our Confidence, but only ſo many Encouragements 
to perſevere and advance in believing. That, having 
Life and having Peace from our Divine HE AD, 


we may have them more abundantiy *, Then will be 


fulfilled the Saying which is written; The Juſt, the 
Rightequs in 7E SUS CHRIS 7.540 live, ſhall 
not only be delivered from Condemnation and 
Death, but {hall thrive in Comfort, and flouriſh in 
Holinefs—How ? By reflecting on their Sanctifica- 


tion, or viewing their own Attainments ? No; but 


by che infinitely more encouraging Views of their 
Completerieſs in CHRIST, and by a freſh, a re- 


peated, a never-ceafing Exerciſe of Faith +, on that 


HOLY ONE of GOD. 


This, 1 verily think, nay this, the Apoſtle teſti- 


fies, is the mf fertual Way of feeding that Lamp, 


and e _ Flame which, having cheared 
I 9 


* * Joby 3 x. 10. + Rom. i. 17. 
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Us in our earthly Pilgrimage, will be n ap 
into 8 — Glory inn „ | 


| Here: they went in; wa, after a a dlight Refreſh- 
ment,. took Coach.—As they were returning Home, 
Theron obſerved, not without Concern, the changed 
and melancholy Aſpe&-of Things, in the Territo- 
Ties of the Huſbandman. The Fields of Corn, 
which a little while ago, were gracefully erect, or 
ſoftly inclining. to the Breeze, lay ſunk and flated 
under the impetuous Rains.—Such, added Aſpaſia, 
ſuch I apprehend will be our Faith, if it aſpires not 
after Aſſurance, or if its Aſſurance is erected on any 
Endowments of our own. 
Ther, If this is the Caſe, what can Hal the Reaſon, 
why ſo many People are totally deſtitute of all reli- 
gious Aſſurance? Have no Notion of it, much leſs 
aſpire after it? And as to full Aſſurance, they would 
be much ſurpriſed, perhaps highly diſguſted, at the 


very Menti on of ſuch a Doctrine. 


Ap. I People never aſpire after the Ab of 
| Fairh, or an appropriating Intereſt in CHRIST, 
I very much queſtion, whether they are truly awaken- 
ed, or really in earneſt, They are like the Men 
of Ephraim, whom the Prophet ſtyles a Cake not 
turned * ; neither Bread, nor yet Dough ; neither 
abſolute Reprobates, nor real Saints. Or, as our 
LORD explains the Proverb, in his Charge a- 
gainſt the Church of Laodicea, They are neither bot 
nor cold +; not frozen in Inſenſbility, *tis true; at 
the ſame Time, not fervent in Spirit; 3 but indiffe- 


Be: | 3 3 rent 
' of Hol. vi. 8. hm iii. . 
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rent and lukewarm in the Concerns of Religion. — As 
to a full Aſſurance, or the higheſt Degree of this 
Grace, was I to declare myſelf more explicitly upon 


this Point, it ſhould be in the. calm and moderate 


Words of a judicious Divine; © I do not affirm 
te that, without a. full Aſſurance, there is no Faith. 
“ But this I maintain, that, where- ever the latter 


« exiſts, there will be a ſincere Purſuit of the 


©« former,” 


Among the Reaſons, why ſo few Perfons attain 
this eminent Bleſſing, We may reckon the follow- 
ing.— They underſtand not the perfect Freeneſs of 
Grace, nor the immenſe Merits of CHRIST.— 
They never conſider the unſpeakable Value of an 
aſſured Faith; neither are they aware, that it is in- 
tended for the Enjoyment of Sinners. Either they 
ſeek it not all; or elſe they ſeek it, where it is 
not to be found; from ſome Works of Righteouſ- 
neſs in themſelves, rather than from the gracious 
Promiſe of GOD in his Word. Which is altoge- 
ther as ill judged, and as ſure to iſſue in Diſappoint- 
ment, as if a Perſon ſnould go in queſt of Ice a- 
midſt the torrid Zone, or expect to find pegs Hands. 
under the northern Pole. ; 
But whether People conſider it or no, the Value 
of an aſſured Faith is indeed unſpeakable. When 
this is wrought in the Heart, Peace will ftand firm, 


and Afflictions drop their Sting. Prayer will return 


laden with Treaſures, and Death will approach 
ſtriped of its Terrors. The Soul will be as @ watered 
Garden, and all her Graces bloſſom as a Roſe, — 


When this is wrought in the Heart, the Goſgel f 
CHRIST, will * with new Charms, and 


operate 
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longer be a ſtrange Language to your Ear, nor its 
Privileges as forbidden Fruit to your Palate, You 
Will then, as You: peruſe each ſacred Page, feel it 


is graciaus . You will reap a Benefit, and enjoy 
a Delight, as much ſuperior to thoſe of the doubt- 
.ing Reader, as the Pleaſure of eating. this delicious 
Peach is ſuperior to the mere Deen of its ee 
able Reliſh. ' 

Bear with me a Moment lenges, Sn For 
You can bardly. imagine, what an Improvement and 
Exaltation this will give, to every Truth You con- 
template, and every Object Lou behold. When You 
oontemplate the Riſe of Kingdoms, and the Fall of 
Empires; when Vou recolle& the many great and 
aſtoniſhing Events, recorded in the Hiſtory of Na- 
tions ; how highly delightful muſt it be to ſay, 
4 All theſe paſſed under the Superintendency of 
„chat Hand, which was pierced with the bloody 
Nail, and: faſtened to the curſed Croſs for Me.“ 
— When You behold the Magnificence of Creation, 
and the Richneſs of its Furniture; the Grandeur of 
Nature, and the Variety of her Works; what a 


heightened Pleaſure muſt they all impart, if, as You 


view the glorious Scene, your Thoughts make 
Anſwer to your Eyes; All theſe were brought 
into Exiſtence by that adorable PERSON, who 
« ſuſtained my Guilt, and en out my oy 
A 6 egg 0 * * 
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operate with new Energy. Its Hymns will no 


to be the Power of GO, and te that the LORD 
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O!] that We may poſleſs this precious Faith * 
That it may ey w inceflantly, grow exceedingly 4 7 
Till it be raste thoſe full- groun Oaks, under 
which We lately walked ! and grounded f, like that 
well- built Edifice, which is ſtill in our View! — 
© Ther, I join with my Aſpaſio in this Wiſh ; and 
muſt beg of Him to inform me, how I may attain 
fo deſirable a Bleſſing. 

Aſp. You have intirely cured me, an of 
making Apologies : Would to GOD, I might be 
as ſucceſsfully inſtrumental, in delivering my Friend 
from his Doubts ! That the Goſpel might come to 
Us, as it came to the Theſſalonons, not in Word only, 
but in Power, and in the HOLY GHOST, and in 
much Aſfarance | / 

Prayer is the fuſt Expedient. Every good Giſt 
is from above, and cometh down from the F A- 
THER of Lights. CHRIST is not anly the 
Object, but the Author and Finiſher of our Faith. 
LORD, increaſe our Faitb, was the Requeſt of the 
Diſciples, and ſhould be the prevailing Ln of 
our Hearts. 

Lay up many of the divine Promiſes i in your Me- 

y. Stock that noble Cabinet with this inralu- 
able Treaſure. Faith cometh by hearing &, by medi- 


: tating 
4 3 1. 1. + 2 Theff. i. 3. 

1 Rooted and 1403 x Teber Theſe 

are the Apoſtle's © en ig | Ideas, or rather expreſſive 


Similltudes, each comprehended in a fingle Word. Eph. 


iii. 18 
} 1 Theſſ. i. 5, 
8 Rem. x. 17. On which Account the Scriptures are 
fyled, The Words of Faith, 1 Tim. iv. 6. 


- 
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tating on, by praying over, this Word of Eiſe, and 
Word of Grace.— And never, never forget the Free- 
neſs, with which the Promiſe is uud und its good 
Things are beſtowed. You are:to receive the one, 
and apply the other; not with a full, but with an 
empty Hand; not as a righteous Perſon, but as an 
unworthy Creature. ; 

Make the Trial, Exerciſe Yourſelf in this great 
Secret of true Godlineſs. I am ſatisfied, it will be 
productive of the moſt beneficial Effects. Look 
unto FESUS as dying in your Stead, and purcha- 
ſing both Grace and Glory for your Enjoyment. 
Come unto GO D, as a poor Sinner, yet with a con- 
fident Dependence; expecting all ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
through HIM that loved You, and gave Himſelf for 
You. —He that belicveth, with this appropriating Faith, 
ſhall not be confounded *, nor fruſtrated in his Expecta- 
tions. He that believeth, with this appropriating Faith, 
ſhall have the Witneſs in himſelf +. Nothing will bring 
in ſuch Light and Peace, ſuch Holineſs and Happi- 
neſs to his Soul.—The Epheſians, thus believing, 
were ſealed with that Holy SPIRIT of Promiſe 1. 
The diſperſed of Jſrael, thus believing, rejoiced with 
Foy unſpeakable l. Thoſe were marked out as right- 
ful Heirs, Theſe were bleſſed with ſome delightful 

| Ob © | Foretaſtes, 


eee l ++, Jebhv 10. 
t Eph. i. 13. Iligwoarlk; toni, not Aer that 1: 
believed, Ye were ſealed ; but Believing Ye were ſealed, In 
the Way of Believing, Ye became Partakers of this ſealing 
and ſanctifying SPIRIT. Conformably to the Expoſtu- 
lation of the Apoſtle on another Occaſion, Received Ye 
the SPIRIT, by the Works of the Lan, or by the Hearing 


of Faith * 
E '} 1 Pet. i. 8. 
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Aoretaftes, and both were prepared. for the com- 
plete Fruition, of Life and Immortality. O!] that 
We may be Followers ef ther W and Sharers 
of their Felicity f 

As for thoſe Doubts, which king given Lou fo 
much Perplexity, and coſt Us fo long a Diſquiſition, 
look upon them as ſome of your greateft Enemies. 
Oppoſe them, with all the Reſolution and all the 
Vigous of. yaur Mind.—Nay ; look upon thoſe un- 
reaſonable Beba as ſome of your greateſ Sins. 
Confeſs them, with the deepeſt Shame; and pray 
againſt them, with the utmoſt Ardour.—With equal 
_ Affiduity and Zeal, let Us preſs after a ſtedfaſt, an 
immoveable, a triumphant Faith. Faith is the Ve- 
hiele and the Inſtrument of every Good; Al Things 
are poſſible to Him that believath *,—PFaith is the 
immediate and grand End of the whole Goſpel ; 
Theſe Things are written, that Je might believe . 
Let Us therefore covet, earneſtly let Us covet this 
beſt of Gifts, and ſbew all Diligence to the FULL 
ASSURANCE of Zope 1. 


* Mark ix. 23. f John xx. 31, { Heb. vii. 11, 
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HE next Morning, Theron, ordered + 
cold Collation to be prepared, and his 


8 > Pleafure- Boat to bold itſelf in Readi- 
; | ory been diſpatched, and 


e ſome neceſſa rders, relating to the 
Paint, ee Nod, hs He to Hſþaſio, let me 
fulfit my Promiſe; of rather let us execute our mu - 
tual Engagement; and confign. the Remainder of 
this mild and charming Day, to a rural Excurſion. - 

We will: take our Route along one of. the 
Riad? in u e World. K Rosl, dpd — 
curious and durable, than the e Cauſeys raiſed 
by thoſe puiſſant Hands, which conquertd the Globe. 
A Road, which, has ſublifted from the Beginning of 
Time; and, though frequented by innumerable Car- 


W laden wich the beavieſt Burdens, has never 


been gulled, never. N 7 Repair, to this very 
| Hour.—Upon this, they R& into the Chariot, and 
are conveyed to a large navigable River, about three 
Quarters of a Mile diſtant from the * 


K 10 ©} 7 "+ Tb 
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they launch upon a new. Element, attended by two 


or three Servants, expert at FERN the Wat 1 


managing the Nets. 


Is this the Road, replied -Apaßo, on Which my 


Friend beſtows his Panegyric? It is indeed mote cu- 


rious in its Structure, and more durable in its Sub- 


ſtance, than the celebrated Roman Cauſeys. Though 
- I muſt aſſure you, the latter have a very diſtinguiſhed. 


Share of my Eſteem. - I admire them far beyond 
Trajan's Pillar, or Cararalla's Baths ; far beyond the 
idle Pomp of the Pantheon, or the worſe than idle 
Magnificence of the Ampitheatre. They do the 
trueſt. Honour to the Empire; becauſe, While they 


were the Glory of Nome, they were 'a general 
Good *; and not only « Monument of her onto. 


deurj but a Benefit to Mankind. 

But more than all theſe. Works, I ann 1 
excellent and divinely gracious Purpoſe, to which 
Providence made the Empire itſelf ſubſervient. It 
was a kind of Road or Cauſey, for the everlaſting 
Goſpel; and afforded: the Word of Life a free Paſ- 
ſage, to the very Ends of the Earth. The evatge- 
lical Dove mounted the Wings of the Roman Eagle; 
and flew, with ſurpriſing Expedition, through all 
Nations. — Who would have thought, that inſatiable 
Ambition and me moſt beg en ſhould be 


A 2 2 A ; paying . 


„ Theſe Roads ran 'throudh Ny hich , and 18 
themſelves into the Territofic of Franc 3 
carried acroſs the Alpi; the pete Mounta 1 vow 
through the whole Kingdom of Spain. Some of them, 
towards the South, reached even to Æthiopia; and ſome 
of them, towards the North, extended as far as Scofland. 
The Remains of ſoyeral of them continue in England to 


this Day; though N were P it is 8 above 


1600 Years ago-—- 
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paving a Way for the PRINCE of Humility and 
Peace ? How remote from all human Apprehenſion, 
was ſuch a Deſign; and how to the na- 
tural Reſult of Things, was ſuch an Event } Moſt 
remarkably therefore was that Obſervation of the 
Pſulmiſt verified ; ZÞs Ways are in the Sea, and his 
Paths in the Rout Waters, nnn. are not 
nns. | 

Converſing on fork: dgrecubla; Subjects, they 
were-carried by the Stream, through, no Jeſs agree- 
able Scenes. They paſs. by Hills, clothed with 
hanging Woods; and Woods, arrayed in varying 
Green, Here, excluded from a Sight of the out- 
ſtretehed Plains, they are entertained with a Group 
of unſabantiel Images, and the Wonders of a mimic 
Creation.— Another Sun ſhines, but tripe of his 
blazing Beams, in the watery Concave: while 
Clouds fail along the downward: Skies, and fome- 
times diſcloſe, ſometimes draw a Veil over, the ra- 
diant Orb. Trees, with their inverted Tops, ei - 
ther flouriſh ia the fair Serene below; or elſe paint, 
with a pleaſing Deluſion, the pellucid Flood. Even 
the Mountains are there, but in a headlong Po- 
ſture 3 and, notwithſtanding their prodigious Bulk, 
they quiver in this ioating Mirror, like the poplat 
Leaves which adorn their Sides. 

Soon as the Boat advances, and diſturbs the pla- 
cid Surface ; the Waves, puſhed haſtily to the Bank, 
| hearwff, in broken Fragments, the Taka Landſchape. 
The ing Circles ſeemed to prophecy, as they 
rolled ; and pronounced the Pleaſures of this preſent 
1 9 idr of Power, OW" DEE of TT 
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and the Echo of Fame—pronounced them tranſient 
as their ſpeedy Paſſage; empty, as their unreal 
Freight. Seemed to prophecy ? It was more. * 
gination heard them utter, as they rann 
Thus paſs the ſhadowy Scenes of 2 away 7 
Emerging from this fluid Alley, they 3 
the Level of a ſpacious Meadow. The Eye, lately 
immured, though in pleaſurable Confinement, now 
expands her delighted View, into a Space almoſt 
boundleſs, and amidſt Objects little ſhort of innu- 
merable. Tranſported for a while, at the number- 
leſs Variety of beauteous Images, poured in ſweet 


Confuſion all around, ſhe hardly knows, where to 


fix, or which to purſue. Recovering, at length, 
from the pleaſing Perplexity ; ſhe glances, quick and 
inſtantaneous, acroſs all the intermediate Plain, and 


marks the diſtant Mountains, How Cliffs climb over 
Cliffs, till the huge Ridges gain upon the Sky: how 
their n Tops are dreſſed in Blue, or wrap- 


ed in Clouds: while all their leafy Structures, and 


- al their fleecy Tenants, are loſt in Air. 


on the quits theſe aerial Summits, and ranges 
the ruſſet Heath. here, ſhagged with Brakes, or 


tufted with Ruſhes: there, interſperſed with ſt rag- 


gling Thickets, or ſolitary Trees; which ſeem, like 
diſaſfedted Partiſans, to ſhun each other's Shade. 
A Spire, placed in a remote Valley, peeps over the 


Hills, Senſe is ſurpriſed at the am uſive Appearance ; 5 


is ready to ſuſpeR, that the Column riſes, like ſome 
inchanted Edifice; from the riſted Earth. But 


Reaſon looks upon it, as the Earneſt of a hidden 


Vale, and the ſure Indication of an adjacent Town. 
tige A 23 Performing, 
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Performing, in this Reſpe&t, much the ſame Office 
to the Eye, as Faith executes with regard to the 
Soul, when it is 1h Evidence of Things not ſeen *. 
Next, ſhe roves, with increaſing Pleaſure, over 
2 ious Tracts of ſertile Glebe, and cultured F:elds, 
here Cattle, of every graceful Form, and every 
valuable Quality, erop the tender Herb, or drink the 
1 Rille. Anon, ſhe dwells with the utmoſt 
Complaceney, 6 on Towns of Opulence and Splendor; 
Which Tread the' ſacred Dome, and lift the ſocial 
Roof. © Towns, no longer ſurrounded with the ſtern 
fotbidihg Mazeſty, of unpaſſable Intrenchments, 
and i impregnable' Ramparts ; 3 but incircled with the 
; 'gelicate, the inviting Appendages of Gardens and 
-Orchards : "thoſe, decked with all the ſoft Graces of 
Art and, Elegance; ; theſe, bluſhing and pregnant 
with the more ſubſtantial Treaſures of fruitful Na- 
ture. Wreaths of aſcending Smoke, intermingled 
with Turrets and lofty Pinnacles, ſeem to contend 
which ſlrall get fartheft from the Earth, and neare/f 
to the Skies. Happy for the Inhabitants ! If, wg 
was the habitual 'Tendency of their Defires t; 
nd other Contention was known | in their Streets. 
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* mpariſon, I thin \;cannot appear: vulgar to 
"thoſe Perſons, who have read, and who reverence, Th 
Bua of Canticles. There, the Church, aſcending conti- 
nually in devout Affections, to her beloved FE SUS, 
_ - «And to her heavenly Home, is charaQerized by this very 
Similitude. _ Who is this that cometh out of the Wilderne/s 
| ' bike Pillar of Smoke ? Cant. ili. 6.— Though it muſt 
be confeſſed, that this Similitude, like many of the 
FRG fed in n W have a Sore of Toca] 
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ice Voillas elegant and magnificent, ſeated in che 
he Center of an ample Park, or removed to the Ex- 
tremity of a lengthened Lawn: not far from a 
beautiful Reſervoir: of ſtanding Waters, or the more 
ſalutary Lapſe of a limpid Stream. Villages, clad in 
ſtering Trees, Ruſtics, ſinging at their Works; 
Shepherds, tuning their Pipes, aß they; tend their, 
Flocks; Travelers, purſuing each his reſpective 
Way, in caly and joyous Security. MIA 0 1819437) 
How pleaſing, ſaid, Aſpaſio, is our Situation! How 

_ delightful is the AſpeRt:of all Things! One would 
almoſt imagine, that nothing could exceed it, and 

| Aag +  \;.. nat 
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Propriety';, peculiar to the People of that Age, Country, 
and Religion. It might probably refer to thoſe Columns 
of Smoke, which aroſe from the Burnt-offering, or 
famed. from the af Incenſe. If ſo, this Circum- 
ſtance muſt give a Solemnity and Dignity to the Idea, 
of which many Readers are not at all aware, and which 

indeed tio modern Reader can fullyiconceive. (fi: 57 
May I take leave tos mention another Compariſon ob 
this Kind ? The Enemies of the LOR D ball confume as, the 
Fat of Lambs; yea, even as the "Smoke Hall they conſume 
up. Pal, Xxvil. 26.— the Fat of Lambs, is not to 
- Us a ftriking Repreſentation. But to thoſe who attended 

— the Altar, er 
Parts of the Victim blazing in the ſacrec Fire, it pre. 
ſented a' very lively Image. 0 h Was tall more ap- 

poſite and ſignificunt, ifbAhisHeCbÿag fung, whil 

the. Sacrifice was burning. None I believe, in ſuch a 
Caſe, could forbear either obſerving or admiring the 
beautiful Gradation: They ſhall periſh as yonder Fat, 
« Which is ſo eaſily ſet on fire; and, when once in 2 

« Flame; is fo ſpeedily conſumed. Nay, they ſhall be 

| „Das the Smoke, (which, is Ki more tranſient. Whoſe 

4 light unſubſtantial Wreaths, but juſt make their Ap - 

a pearance to the Eye; and, in a Moment, vaniſh into 
4 Empty Aire r r 0rd 


* 


we SEE. BBK Gs. 4 


8 "| 
; 
* 4 . J 
1 
ET: 
| 11 
5 1 
4331 
1 * 4 
. tt 
| $% 
i, 
x i * 
2. 
1 j 
4 } n 
. . 
] P | 
14 * 
1 
1 11 
4 
4 {45 
4 1 
on, 
4 
5 
" « 
> 4 ' 
| WL 
4 7 
ws. . 4) + 
, ! 
7 I 
i bs 
ws.” 
. 27 
4 bo 
' (1 
Ws. | 
14586 
1-488 
4:44} 
_ 
f 
; 4 
; ( 
"4 
0 
* 
J. 
1 
: "3 
2 4 
$1. 
— ' i q 
. 
[ 
: o 
"L199 
1 
. 
Mk 
+ .. 
. 
! 4 
: 1 q 
154 
: oh 
oy 
1 
15 7 
1 
' 
4 
„ 1 
>» | 
od 
mo 
: 1 
| ö þ 
10 
i" 4 
of « 
1 
" 
| 1 
+88 
41 
91 
TO 
at 
. ee 
7 
1 5 
9 
= 
* 
7 
i 
2 
4 
K 
i | 
7 2 
4 
f 
f 
1 
* 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— buALOo SU E i XVII: 


| that nothing can increaſe it. Yet there is a Me- 
thod of zxcreaſing even this copious Delight, and of 
beeghtening even this exquiſite Pleaſure. Let me de- 
fire my Friend, anſwered Theron, to explain his Re- 
mark; and not only to explain, but to exemplify.— 
If We view, reſumed Aſpaßo, our own proſperous, 
and compare it with the af #ed Condition of Others, 
_ the Method I propoſe, will be reduced to Practice. 
Such à dark and mournful Contraft, maſt throw ad- 
ditional Brightneſs, even upon the brighteſt Scene. 
Above, the Skies ſmile with Serenity ; below, 
the Fields look gay with Plenty ; all around, the 
” ſportives Gales ; . a7 
" Faning their nota Wings, 1 1 


Theſe Jab Suk +. 1 


„With Us all HONG are as eaſy, as the 
Wafture of the Boat; as /moeth, as the Flow of 


the Stream. But let Us not forget thoſe grievous 
_  Calamities, which befal our n, in ſome re- 

" mote Tracts of the Earth, or diſtant Parts of the 
Ocean. How many Sailors are ſtruggling, vainly 
ſtruggling, with all the Fury of rending Winds, and 
daſhing Waves ! While their Veſſel, flung to and 
ut Billows, is mounted into the 
Clouds, or plunged in the Abyſs. Poſſibly, che 
miſerable Crew hear their Knell ſounded, in the 
"ſhattered Maſt ; and ſee DeftruQion entering, at the 
burſting Planks, Perhaps, this very Moment, they 
pour the laſt, diſmal, dying Shriek ; and fink, ir- 
ee ſink, in the ff Le, * — 


* N "The 
FURY Book IV, 
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The Traveler, in Africa's» barren Waſtes, pale 
even amidſt thaſe glowing Regions, pale with prodi> 
gious Conſternation, fees ſudden and ſin 
Mountains. riſe. Sees the ſultry Deſart, aſcending 
the. Sky, and ſweeping: before the Whirlwind, 
What can he do? Whither fly ? How eſcape the 
approaching Ruin f Alas! while He attempts to 
rally his Thoughts; attempts to deviſe ſome feeble 
Expedient ; He is overtaken by the choking Storm, 
and ſuffocated amidſt the ſandy Inundatien. The 
driving. Heaps are, now, his Exeeutioner; as the 
drifted Heaps will, ſoon, be his Tomb. 

While Ne pollefs the valuable Privileges, and 
taſte the delicious Sweets of Liberiy, how many Par- 
takers of our common Nature, are condemned to 
perpetual Exile, or chained to the Oar for Life ! 
How many are immured in the Gloom of Dun- 
geons, or buried in the Caverns of the Mines; 
never to behold the all-inlivening Sun again {-» 
While Reſpe& waits upon our Perſgns, and Repu - 
tation attends our Characters: are there not ſome 
unhappy Creatures, led forth by the Hand of vin- 
diftive Fuſtice, to be Spectacles of Horror, and Mo- 


numents of Vengeance ? Sentenced, for their enor?⸗ 


mous Crimes, to be broke Limb by Limb on the 
Wheel, or to be impaled alive on the lingering Stake. 
To thele, the ſtrangling Cord, or the deadly Stab, 
would be a moſt welcome Favour. But they muſt 
feel u thouſand Deaths, in undergoing one. And this, 
| foo probably, is but the Beginning of their Sorrows ; 

will only conſign them over to e more * 
Tami | 


; 5 
£ : , * 
* 
7 Y mY 
« * : . 
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» While Eaſe and Fleaſare, in ſweet Conjurtion, 

Enoot our Paths, and ſoften, our Couch: how many 
aue toſing on the Fever's fiery Bed, — 01rd 
Aſflictions thorny Road | Some, under the excraciat- 
, but mecefſary Operations of Surgery: their Bo- 
dies tiped open, with a dreadful Incifion, to ſearch. 
fatal Spread. Some emaciated by pining Sickneſs, 
ace deprived. of all their animal Vigour; and tranſ- 
formed into Spectres, even before their Diſſolution *. 
Theſe are ready to adopt the Complaint of the Pſal- 
mi; I om withered like Graſs: ; my Bones are burnt-up, 
ai were. Firebrand; I go hence like the Shadow that 
depariath,. While Health, chat ſtaple Blefling ; which 
gives every other Entertainment its Flavour and its 
Beauty; adds the Gloſs to all We ſee, and the Got 
to all we taſle; Health plays at out Hearts; dances 
in. our Spirits; and mantles in our Cheeks, as the 
generous Chamꝑain lately ſparkled in our Glas. 
with Tranquility in our Conſciences,; and an habi- 
tual Harmony in our Temper... Whereas Many, in 
the doleſul Cells of. Lunaq, ate gnaſhing their Teeth 
ox wringing their Hands; rendiag the Air with Vol- 
lies of horrid n or burdening it with Peals 
of diſconfolate Sighs. And Ol what; Multitudes, 
eren amidft Courts and Palaces, . are held in ſpleudid 
e * fork en en Paſſions, or the 


- a fs iS 7 * 4 . Vie 


* 4 very little Excurſion of © 


co 
vince the Reader, that there is no riod will xy x 
2 ſome of theſe Calamities do not befal our Fel- 


eatures, in one Part of the World or another, 


— 


* wu iz. \ Wt; 


this dent, We may learn a ee Piy, 
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Vanities of a bewitching World. Far leſs inne- 
cently, far more deplorably diſordered , than the 
ſettered Madman, they are-gnawed by the inve- 
nomed Tooth of Envy ; they are agitated by the 
wild Sallies of Ambition; or feel the malignant 


Ulcer of Jealouſy, rankling in their Breaſts. In 
Some, Avarice, like a ravening Harpy, gripes. In 


Some, Revenge, like an implaclable Fury rages. 
While Others are goaded by lordly and imperious 
Luſts, through the lothefome Sewers of impure. De- 
light; and left, at laft, in thoſe hated and execrable 
Dent, where Remorſe rears her ſnaky Creft, and In- 


Why this long Pauſe ? replied Theron, Your Ob- 
ſervatioas are as uſeful, as they are juſt, We ſhould 


all be acquainted, at leaſt in Speculation acquainted, 
with Grief; and ſend our Thoughts, if not our 
Feet, to viſit the Abodes of Sorrow. That, in 


of + ai 
wh | Give he any hin fays an e Writer, but 
the Plague of the 22 — — xxv. 13. Upon which 
judicious and weig pothegm, Moſſe 0 „ in 
Mr. Toys, Kl, 18 a very pertinent and affecting 
Paraphraſe. | 
DEG eerie Tine of the Soul 1 | 
From the wild Beafl vritbin !—PFor, circling Sands, 
When the feoift Whirkwind wwhelms them o'er the Lands ; 
Tho roaring Deeps, that to the Chuds ariſe, . 


While ibwarting thick the mingled Lightning flies _ 


| The Monfter-brood, to <whith this Land gives Birth, 


The blazing City, and the gaping Earth; 


ne iw th7 Pacg abit,” 


Are gentle to the Tempeſt, of the Mind, 
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for our &ſtreſſed Fellow. -creatures 3 and fee, in this 
Glaſs, our intxprefible Obligations to the diſtin- 

gung Goodneſs of - Providence. Which has 
' efowned our Table with Abundance, and reple- 
nifhed our Cup with Delicacies; permitting neither 
Penury to flint the Draught, nor Adverſity to mingle 
her Gall. Oo on, I muſt intreat You, with your 
Defcription of comparative Felicity. We have a large 
_ Circuit till to make, before We arrive at our in- 


tended Port. And I could wiſh, that your Diſcourſe 


might keep pace with the Current. 
Since You approve the Subject, anſwered Apaſio, 
1 will purſue it a little farther. We, the Inhabi- 
tants of this favoured Iſle, breathe an Air of the 
molt agreeable Temperature, and maſt wholſome Qua- 
"lities. But how many Nations languiſh under brazen 
Skies, vaulted as it were with Fire ? They welter 
amidft thoſe'Furnaces of the Sun, till their © Viſage 
is burnt,” and black as a Coal d.. — What is far 
more diſaſtrous, Beds of Sulphur and combuſtible 
Materials, lie in ſubterraneous Ambuſh, ready to 
Ipting the irręſſtible Mine. Ere long—perhaps, on 
| A univerſal acer tha or aa 


of 
8 1 iv. 8. 

+ There is 2 remarkable Paſſage in 2a um. . which 
ame to denote ſome ſuch an expected, but pet: and in- 
evitable Doom. The Senſe is darkened, not a little; by the 
Verſion. admitted into our Liturgy. I believe, the true 
'Franſlation be ſeen in the following Hakcs, and the 
true ing learnt from the interavoven Paraphraſe.— 

Speedily, or abs cat your Pots can perceive thi Warmth of 
blazing Thorns, Ball HE that ruleth over all, he 
away Wicked : : faveep him away by a Stroke of 
ous Indignation,' as by a fierce and 33 
that, ever ide E uloels of a 


F 


Fog: | 


bappy 


Ve zht of his Profperi 
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of drop Repoſe—to be touched by Heaven's aveng · 


ing Hand. — Then, with what autrageous Violence 
will they burſt! Rock the Foundations of Nature! 
Wrench, open the ponderous Jaws of Earth! And 
ſwallow up aſtoniſhed Cities, in the dark, deen 
dous, cloſing Chaſm! m 

Theſe Earthauates, it may be, both precede _ 
portend, the Peſtilence that waltah in Darkneſs, and 
the. Sickneſs that defiroyeth. at Naqn-day *. 
at once, a fearful] Omen, and a ruinous Blow, The 
Ragnating Atmoſphere, rank with malignant Var 
gours, becomes a Source of deadly Infection: ory 
repleta with poiſonous Animalcules, is one vaſt in- 
cumbent Cloud of kuing Rane. If che active Gales 
ariſe, they ariſe only to ſtir the Seeds of Diſeaſe, 
andi diffuſe the fatal Contagian far and nean. Un- 
People ! The Plague, that ſevere Miniſter of 
divine Indignation, fixes her Head: quarters in thau 
blaſted Provinces; and ſends Death abroad, on bis 
pale. Horſe t, to empty their Houſes, depogulaty 
their Towns, and croud their Graves. 
Our Ifland is ſeldom viſited with either of theſe 
dreadful Judgments ; and has never ſuſtained any very 
conſiderable | Calamity, from the former. However, 
let Us not be . ſecurs, We have, not 


ſperity, He tall be plunged — 

uct ion. r eee e e | 

mY raw, ſignifies a or 

joyment. 1 Sam. xxv. 6.—The hole Verſe, WIT 

tion of tiring Images, gives 

divine Vengeance. Vengeance quite ſudden ; —1 ir 

reſiſtible; and overtaking the ſecure Sinner, amidſt all the 
Careſſes 7 what the MAR calls, Fortune. ' © 


s a moſt awful Difpl 
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long ago, received an awful Warning. Tue Rod 
has been ſbaken, or rather the Sword has been bran- 
_ diſhed, over our Territories. Who can forget the 
beneral Conſternation, which ſeized our Metropolis, 
on Occaſion of the late Earthquake? And not 
without Reaſon. For, of all divine Viſitations, this 
is the moſt terribly vindictive-. The Whirlwind is 
fow in its Progreſs ;* War is gentle in its Aſſaults; 
even the raging Peſtilence is a mila Rebuke; com- 
pared with the inevitable,” the all-overwhelmi ng 
Fury of an Earthquake. ' When it begins, it alſo 
makes an End *. Puts a Period, in a few Minutes, 
to the Work of Ages. Ruins all, without Diſ- 
tinction; and there is no Defence from 4 * 

firuQtive Stroke. ee n eee 

Should almighty Vengeance fir up again thoſe 
1 ſubterrancan*Commorions : ſhould” the meft 
G0 D bid ſtrong Conyulſions tear the 
1 of Nature, and make the Foundations of the 


-ones t, What will You do? Whither will You Hy ? 
ce! the Pavement finks under your Feet. -' Your 


Ground, aj every Side, crncks and opens Uke 
a gaping Grave; or Teudes ind ſwells like a 
folling Sea. 1 Noiſe of Craſhing 7 is heard 
from without, - occaſioned by the. rending Streets, 


and falling Structures. Thunders,' infernal Thun- 


gers I, bellow from beneath; mingled with de- 
| IVES. and 3 JOE. Groans from "thoſe 


1 5 6 ty „ ant, 1 2 85 wretched 
G53 5 7 TT 7 
"4 Sam. . 12. 1 l. 200, 11. F Zeph. i. 10. 
| Beforgthe Overtbrow of Catania by a 7 ** ake, a 


Noiſe was heard, vaſt and horrid, as if all the Artillery in 
the World » Was diſcharged at once. 


\ 


—— 


„„ 2 


World tremble like a Leaf: What, O ye careleſs . 


Houſes are "tottering over jour Heads. The 


In 9 
* 


r 
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wretched Creatures, who are jammed between the 


cloſing Earth, or going down alive into the horrible 
Pit 8 now” will You fly ?. ?, To; your. ſtrong; 


FEEL nne SETS n ab £4 n+ „Togo 


4 . Ver memorable, aud equally tremendous, is the Ae. 
count of the Earthquake, that viſited Sicihy, in the Year. 
1693.—It ſhook the whole: Iſland. The Miſchief it 
cauſed, is amazi Fifty: four Cities and Towns, be 
ſide an incredible RO of Villages, were either de- 
moliſhed, or greatly damay ed. Catania, one of the moſt * 
famous ond flouriſhing Cities in the Kingdom, was in- 
en jo deſtroyed. Oh: 18,914 Inhabitants, er 

"Naa Rada le as dreadfal, and in the; 
ſame Year, ſpread Deſolation through the Colony of p 
maica. In two Minutes Time, it ol down, and 4 
under Water, nine Tenths of the Town of Pore: expat. 
In leſs than a ls three Qu of the Houſes, 
and the Ground ey ſtood on, to wo er with. the arg 
ants, were quite ſunk : and the ittle Patt left behind, 
was tio better than Heaps of Rubbiſh.—The'Shake was? 
ſo violent, that it threw eople down upon their Knees, 
or their Faces, as they were running about for Shelter. 
The Ground heaved and ſwelled, like a rolling Sea 5 
and ſeveral Houſes, till ſtanding, were ſhuffle ſome - 
Yards out of their Places. The would crack and 
has ud open and ſhat, quick and faſt. Of Which” - 

horrid Openings, two er three hundred might be ſeen ar 
onee. In ſome whereof, the People went down, and 
were ſekn no more. In ſome they deſcended, and roſe 
again in other Streets, or in the Middle of the Harbour. 
Some ſwiftly. clo ſeized the miſerable. Creatures, : 
and preſſed them to Death; leaving their Heads, or Half 
their Bodies above Ground, to be a Spectacle of Terror, 
and a Prey to Dogs. Out of others would iſſue whole 
Rivers df Water, Ponte to a great Height in the Air,. 
and e xz Detoge . bers: in, which the Fartb- 

quake fpared—Scarce a Planting .houfe or Sugar. work 
was left ſtanding in all the Mand” Two thouſand Lives 
were 51 ate Wouland Acres. of L. and ſunk. . 


{ 
1. 1 1 8 ö 
i 


ON 


- ao n J = - 
. * r Le » 
- - 2 = -* = =D = = 


BY T 
— . TIES — — — — 
— tb eee - ___ 4 i * — - 
82. * 8 — — — : — — 6 — — — 
8 * O * — . — — 2 5 - — 8 — = Oy 4" 4 als Ate 
—_— _— — an 2 — — —— — n = 3 : = 2 
: ; — — 6 he een eaten wo, wow —_— — 93 Cy gag — 1 —— 8 7 - — - — — — — 
, _ —— —— 2 — — — — _ - — . : l y . 5 5 „ 2 22 co abort: 8 4 - 6 
— — hy — — — — 2 rr 2 * — — — — — — de — — — — — 224. if IEA ESR — — - — — = - — —— 
— — 2 — hoof — r 11 r 3 2 — — TR — on — h . —_ - 
— —_— - \ —_— — — — —b 8 = p "our 2 q 1 n — 5 — r rr > 
— * a> > © © fag — ＋ : — 1 — n 8 Pere: — * . _ = | S I ES — A — ES 
ate tron Ig CN — a mk = N > — "20 2. L — r* . Ms 
2 = > — = . en, 3 * 2 * by — — 
a = 


j 
i 
il 


N DIALOGUE XVII. 
Towers? They are ſhattered in Pieces. To the 
firooger Rocks? They are thrown out of their 


Gulph, ya yawning to devour You. —Where-ever You 
fly z in the Wildneſs of your Diſtraction, where-ever 


am @ Lion, and a Bear mat Him ; or went: into the 
Fiwſe, III Ie Fat Pont the ORs and a Ser- 
pen bit Him ®. 

Vet, there is ane Place of Refuge, which will 
prove an inviolable Sanctuary, and a perſect Secu- 
rity. I mean, the great, the gracious, the adorable 
REDEEMER's Righteouſneſs. Hither let Us 
betake- ourſelves. Now, beſore the Day of De ſo- 
Jation cometh, let us betake Ourſelves to this Strong- 


though the Earth be moved, and though the Hills 
be carried into the Midſt of the Sea. Fos ebus faith 
GOD, the omnipotent and faithful GOD; The 
Sun and the Moon ſhall be darkened, and the Stars 
Mall withdraw their Shining. The LORD alſo ſhall 
rear a Siam, and utter bis Vaice from * 


The Heavens: and the Earth ſbull ſbake; but the 


EORD YES CHRIST,” will be the Hope 


of % People, and the Strength: of the Children. of 


N eee 


e 
3 1 Noiſes, Nn 
Blaſts, and offenſive Smells. he noiſome Vapours belch- 


ed forth, . the Air, . 4-4 v4 — — 
_ neſs; which t away more than three thouſand of 


GRAD p. Did. on the Word ig As ae j 
® Amos v. 19. T Joel iii. 15,16, 


Pace. — To the open Fields? They are a frightful 


vou ſeek for Shelter: It ſhall be, as if 4 Man. fed 


bel; Then, fall We have no Reaſon to fear, 


thoſe, who —_ the Pray of the Earthquake, Ser 
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even this ſhall turn to his Gain, It ſhall, exempt 
Him from the lingering Pains, and the melancholy 
Solemnities of a dying Bed. Like El; lyals fiery 
Chariot, it ſhall ſpeedily waft his Soul to the Boſom 


of his SAVIOUR, While the hideous. Cavern, 


that whelms his Body in the Center, ſhall be its 
Chamber of Reſt, ul the beloved B RI DE- 
GROOM * and the Day of , 
dawns. 


W. lift up our Eyes, and behold the radiant Co- 
lours, which fluſh the Forehead of the Morning 
We turn, and gaze er the no leſs beautiful 
Tinges, which impurple* the Cheek of Evening. 


We throw around our View, and are delighted with 
numberleſs Forms of F ertility, which both decorate. 


and inrich our Plains. Whereas, other Countries 
are over- run with immenſe Swarms of Locufts : 
which intercept, where-ever they fly, the fair Face 
of Day; and deſtroy, where-ever they alight, the 
green Treaſures of the Ground. 

Ah! what avails it, that the Eine Hind TM 
his Acres; or the fkilful Huſbandman prunes his 


Vineyard? That Spring, with her prolific Moiſture, a 


ſwells the Bud; or with her delicate Pencil, paints 
the Bloſſom? Nor Grain, nor Fruit, can hope for 
Maturity; while theſe rapacious and 'baleful Crea- 


tures infeſt the Neighbourhood. They ravage the 


| Gardens, They ſtrip the Trees, and ſhave the 
Meadows, Scarce a fingle Leaf remains on the 


Boughs, or ſo much as a ſingle Stalk in the. F ur- 
rows. A Fire devoureth before them, and behind them 
a Flame burneth ; the Land is as the Garden of Eden 
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336 DIALOGUE XvIl. 
before them, and behind them a deſolate IVildernfs : 


ray and nothing can eſeade them *. 
Now, let the dreadful Artillery. rore from all its 
iron Throats, and diſgorge the heavieſt Glut of 
mortal Hail. Now, Ye Sons of Slaughter; Men 
Jeilful to defiroy + ; now hurl the ſulphureous Globes, 
which kindle into a Hurricane of Fire, and burſt in 
ragged Inſtruments of Ruin.—To no Purpoſe, The 
linked Fhunderbolts are turned into Stubble ; the 
buſting Bombs are accounted as Straw. Theſe 
Armies of the Air, laugh at all the formidable Prepa- 
rations of War: and when they fall en the Sword, 
they ſhall not be wounded 1—Surpriſing and awful 

| „ Deſtination 


1 Fire devoureth before them, and bebind them a Flame 
burneth, Joel ii. 3. This is one of thoſe bold and ex- 
75 we Metaphors, in which the Hebrew Language de- 
lights, and by which it is eminently diſtinguiſhed. Tt 
fipgnthes a. total Devaſiation of the we Produce. 
Such as muſt enſue, if a raging and reſiſtleſs Fire at- 
tended the Progreſs of theſe pernicious Animals: burn- 
ing with ſuch vehement Impetuoſity, that None could 
Seach it; ſpreading ſuch extenſive Havock, that no. 
Mg Od „ e 
+:4- The r Feel, foretelling the Plague of Locuſſs, 
8 under the Image of an embatt/ed Hef, a moſt a- 
arming Diſplay, of their terrible Appearance; their im- 
petaus Progreſs; the horrible Dread they raiſe, as they 
advance; and the irreparable Miſchief they leave, as 
they depart.” Adding, among other amazing Circum- 
ſtances, When they fall upon the Sworg, they ſhould not be 
woundeZ. Which implies, F apprehend, that no Me- 
ched of Slaughter ſhould prove deſtructive to their 
Troops ; or, that every Expedient, contrived for their 
Suppreſſion, ſhould be utterly baffled. Being, through 
their immenſe Numbers as inwincible, as if every one 
Was Abſolutely invulnerable. For, though Millions and 
N | 1 Millions 


* 
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Deftination of the everlaſting GOD! At once, to 
ſtain the Pride, and chaſtife the Guilt of Man! 
Theſe are a deſpicable and puny Race; clad in no 
Coat of Mail, but crifſhed by the lighteſt Touch, 
They wear neither Sword, nor Scymeter, nor any 
offenſive Weapon. Yet, in ſpite of oppoſing Le- 
gions, they carry on their Depredatioris, and puſh 
their Conqueſts. Terror marches in their Front, 
and Famine brings up the Rear. They ſpread uni- 
verfal Devaſtation, as they advance; and frequently 
give the Signal, for the Peſtilence to follow. Po- 
tent Armies loſe their Hands, and haughty Tyrants 
tremble fof their Dominions 
O!] that the Natives of Great- Britain would be- 
think themſelves ! Would break off their Sins by 
Righteouſneſs, and their Iniquities by cheriſhing the 
Influences of the Divine SPIRIT! Left this over- 
flowing Scourge *, under which ſome neighbouring 
"ER 0, 0 _ 
Millions ſhould periſh, by the Weapons of War; even 
ſuch a Blow, in reference to their whole collective Body; 
ſhould ſcarce be perceived as a Loſs, ſcarce be felt as 4 
Wound; neither diminiſhing their Strength, nor retard - 
ing their March. Joel ij. 8. Ts: 
 ® @werflowing Scourge, Ia. xxviii. 15. It is the Pro- 
perty of a Scourge to Ia, of a River to everflow: 
The ſacred Writer (by an elegant mapmroacia, which 
beautifies the Original, but cannot be. preſerved in the 


Tranſlation) has connected theſe different Ideas and dif- 


ferent Effects. The vindictive Viſitation, with which 
He threatens, the diſobedient Jews, ſhall pierce drep.as @ 


| Scourge,; and ſpread aide ad an Inundation. They 
ſhall feel it to their very Souls; and it ſhall involve the 


whole Nation in Miſery, Anguiſh and Ruin. 
There ſeems. to be ſuch a Farm of Expretion, ig . 
Service of our Church. When We pray, in bebalf of 


% 


l Hi unto them. Ifa. v. 26. With great Si 


; 42 « Moment's Mane Day Yy, 


"I 
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Kingdoms have ſeverely ſmarted, mould be com- 
miſſſoned to viſit our Borders, and avenge the Quar- 
rel of its MAK E R's. Honour. Diſtant as thoſe 
_ countleſs Legions are, with interp« ſing, Seas be- 
tween; yet, if GOD lift up a Standard from far, 
or but hiſs * unto. them from the Ends of the 
Earth; they come with Speed fwiftly,—W ho, will con- 
vey this Wiſh to the Ears, who will tranſmit it 
to the Hearts, of my Countrymen ? That our Land 
may always appear, as it does at preſent, like the 
Darling of Providence. May always reſound with 
ide Voice of Joy, and be filled with the Fruits of 
Plenty. May always wear the Robe of Beauty, 
and be adorned with the Smile of Peace. 

How great are the Advantages of Peace! ſaid 
Theron, Peace at her Leiſure plans, and leads out 
Induftry to execute, all the noble and commodious 
: Improvements, which We behold on eyery Side. 
f Peace ſets the Mark of Property on our Poſſeſſions, 
and bids Juſtice guarantee them to our Enjoyment. 
Peace ſpreads . over Us the Banner of the Laws, 
| 8 We ae free ſrom Outrage, and ſecure ſrom 


Hen, 


on Fellow. chritians ; « four upon la the TEM 
* Dew of thy Blefling. ” Jhat which may be refreſhh- 


ing and falutary as the Dew, yet copious and abundant 
as the Shower. 


gnificancy, 
and peculiar Grandeur, the Propher applies this Expreſ- 
fon to the ee GOD of” Hofts, influencing the 
" molt powerful d. „They come, without a 
hal from the — Regions of 

« the Barth, to execute all his Pleafure. Formidable 
« and innumerable 2s they are, they come I ſay not, 
_bpoii! his repeated InjunQtions, or at his ſtrict Com- 


„0 mand—but at the firſt, 1 Intimation of 


his. e EEE a the Shepherds uſed to their 
| T7 | Flocks: 
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Injury, the Milk and Honey of our honeſt Toil “. 
— Amidft the tumultuous Confuſtons of War, Who 
could have a Heart to contrive, or a Hand to ac- 
compliſh; any ſuch Works of Dignity and Uſe? 


In thoſe Days of Darkneſs and Diſtraction, how 
languid to the Sight are all the dewy Landſchapes of 

Spring! ? How inſipid to the Taſte are all the deli- 
cious Flavours of Autumn ?—When the Nation is 


over-run with Armies, and embroiled in Slaughter, 
a RR reve: and "Rue of Eyes, and Sorrow 


ta vet Fo of 


Flocks; ; Py as wh . of old, to e „ 
or ſuch as We, in theſe Days, to ſome of our domeſtic 
Animals. — The Hebrew pw» I would not tranſlate, 4. 
his Whiftle ; becauſe this Phraſe, in our Language, 
creates a vulgar Sound, and conveys a low Idea: but 
_ is the wot $" of the Original., Which denotes all 
that go oncerned Eaſe of Action, without any of the en- 
Aut 2 of Diction. 

tima rerum, ſays the . Poet. But the 
Gn think, diſcover the moſt ſuperlative Eſteem 
for this Bleſſing, by mäking it the conſtant Form of 
their Salutations, and the Subject of their moſt cordial, . 

Wiſhes for their Friends; PEACE Be: vunTO THEE, 

: —[In this ort Sentence, they ſeem to have compriſed a 
whole Volume of Mercies: meaning, by their ſingle 
N " . all that the Creeks expreſſed hy their yay, v. 
N ; i. e. A Confluence of that Joy o Mind, | 
that Health of Body, that, e of outward Cir- 
cumſtances, which | complete the t _ Happineſs of Man- 


kind. | 
We have a fine Deſcription of Peace, and its various : 
Bleſſings, 1 Maccab. xiv. 8, 9, &. The Picture is 


very exact, though perfectly artleſs.. Nothin uld 
e me from tranſeribing the Paſſage, but 1 A of 
=. 1755 ve in my Notes. Left de eader, who 

reat, ſhould complain of a Glut: or have 
Raten to a. that the side: board! is more * 


e "ew Table, 
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20 DJIALOGVUE;XVH.,; 
of Mind o, are the diſmal Diſtinction of the Times, 
Inſtead of. a calm Acquieſcence in our Portion, our 
very Life hangs-in continual Suſpenſe. - _ | 
But what are all the Benefits of external 3 
though diſplayed in the faireſt Light, and inlivened 
by the ſtrongeſt Contraſts What are they all, com- 
pared with the Bleſſings of the Goſpel ? By which 
Sinners may have Peace with GOD through *. 
SUS CHRIST ur LORD. 
This, reſumed. Appaſio, ſuggeſts a freſh Inſtance 
of Happineſs, which others want, and W: poſſeſs ; 
an Inſtance, never to be omitted in our Catalogue 
af peculiar Mercies. I might add, never to be for- 
Soten by any Chri/tian, on any Occafion.— While 
many Kingdoms of the Earth; are ignorant of the 


© true GOD, and know neither the Principles of Piety, 


nor the Paths of Felicity; the Day: ſpring from on high 
bath vifited Us; io give the Knowledge of Salvation, and 
{0 guids our Feet into the May of Peace. —While Mil- 
lions of -- rebellious | Angels, caft from their native 
Thrones, are reſerved in Chains of Darkneſs, unto 
the Judgment of the great Day; We, though rebel- 
lious and apoſtate Sinners of Mankind, are delivered 
fromthe Wrath to come. The holy, FESUS 
(bleſſed be his redeeming | Goodneſs !) bas endured the 
Erbts, and 'Uefpifed the Shame, on purpoſe to reſeue 
Us from n thoſe. doleful und ignominiou: Dungeons; 1 
where the Priſobers of 8 e 
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Ves, my dear 88 „ let me repeat your own. 
important Words; „ What are all the Benefits of 
<« external Peace, though diſplayed in the faireſt 
« Light, and nlivened.; by the firongeſt Con- 
& traſts—W hat are they all, compared with the 
& Bleſſings of the Goſpel?” — This brings the Olive 
branch from Heaven, and glad. Tidings of (Hob 
liation with our offended G OD.. This compoſes the 
Tumult of the Mind; diſarms the warring Paſſi- 
ons; and regulates the extravagant Deſires. This 
introduces ſuch an Integrity of Heart, and Beneve- 
lence of Temper, as conſtitute the Health of the 
Soul. This ſpreads ſuch an uniform Beauty of Ho- 
lineſs through the Conduct, as is far more ami- 
able, than the moſt engaging F 'orms of material 
Nature. 

O! that Thou wouldeft bow the Heavens 
That Thou wouldeſt come down, celeſtial VIS. 
TANT ; and make thy ſtated, thy favourite Abode 
in our Iſle! That every Breaſt may be animated with 
thy Power ; and every Community, every Indivi- 
dual, may wear thy reſplendent Badge |! — Then 
ſhall it be the 4 Ingredient of our public F elicity, 
That the Sword of Slaughter is beaten into a 
Plough-ſhare, and the once bloody Spear bent into a 
Pruning-hook. It ſhall be the /oweft upon the Lift 
of our common Bleffings, That Vi * 1s #o more 
heard in our Land, Waſting and Deftruttion within 
our Borders. Our very Officers will: be Peace, and 
our W * n We 2 cal! (ane 


8 1 " „ 


; 2 Mg 11 O ers and Eadtors 6 nif "Parſons, 
| reſted with Pn who hate Þ in hate 
Bb4 To 


er, 


- - - thay 
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the Event will correſpond with the Name) our Walls 
Salvation, and our Gates Praiſe. Then ſhall every 
Harp be taken down from the Willows, and every 
Voice burſt into a Song.“ In other Climes”— will 
be the general Acclamatio H-» 
<« In other Climes, let Myriads of curious Inſects, 


te ſpin the delicate Thread, which ſoftens into Vel- 


« yet, ſtiffens into Brocade, or flows in gloſſy Sattin ; 
te which reflects a lovelier Glow on the Cheek of 
© Beauty, and renders Royalty itſelf more majeſtic, 
te We are prefented with infinitely finer Robes, in the 
* imputed Righteouſneſs: of our REDEEMER, 
«and the inherent Sanctifieation of his SPIRIT. 
— „ Which beautify the very Soul, and prepare it ſor 
the illuſtrious Aﬀembly—of Saints in Light —of 
* Angels in Glory. 18455 
2 Let eaſtern Rocks ſparkle with Diamonds, and 
„give Birth to Gems of every dazzling TinQure. 
„ We: have, hid in the Field of our Scriptures, 


the Pearl of great Price; the white and precious 


© ark es * 5 944 122 n 21 ; | 
Power, to rule with Rigour. But theſe, inſtead of abu- 


fing their Power, ſhall conduct the Adminiſtration, with 


all poſſible Equity and Gentleneſs ; with a parenta/ Ten- 
derneſs, rather than a magiferia/ Auſterity. So that, 


gh the Title and Office of an Exactor may remain; 
nothing af the domineering Inſolence, or oppreſſive Se. 


verity, ſhall continue.— Tbe Prophet, who always deli- 


hes more, than any other Words can expreſs, They 
hall be Peace and Righteouſneſs itſelf.— The fame beauti - 
ful Figure js uſed in the next Clauſe, which deſcribes the 


_ Inviolable Secarrty of the City, together with the univerſal 


. Hoth' Joy and Pin of the Inhabitams,” 


| Sentiments with the. utmoſt Emphaſis, fays; 
ſeſled of theſe Qualities in the higheft Degree. Or, which. 


8 PEW a — „ — 
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« Stone * of perfect Ablolaitan i * A Diadem, which 
« will ſhine with undiminiſhed Luſtre, when all the 
« briliant Wonders of the Mine are faded, extin- 
6 guiſhed, loſt. 

Let richer Soils nouriſh the nobleſt Plants, and 
© warmer Suns cõncoct their exquiſite Juices ; the 
« Lemon, pleaſingly poignant; the Citron, more 
© mildly delicious; or that Pride of vegetable Life, 
« and Compendium of all the Blandiſhments of f 
« Taſte, the Pine apple. We enjoy far more ex- 
„ alted Dainties, in having Acceſs to the Tree of 
« Life; whoſe Leaves are for the "Healing of the Na- 
« tions 1; whoſe Boughs are repleniſhed: with a 
& never- failing Abundance of heavenly Fruits; and 
the Nutriment they diſpenſe, is Bliſs and Immor- 
5+ tality. 

« Let Iberian Vines ſwell the Wan Cluſter, 
*« and burſt into a Flood of generous Wine: let 
« the 7. uſcan Olive extract the Fatneſs of the Earth, 
<« and melt into a ſoft mellifluous Stream. We ſhall 
<< neither envy, nor covet theſe inferior Gifts, ſo long 
das We may draw Water out of the Wells of Sal- 
vation. So long as We may receive that Union 
e from the HOLY ONE t, thoſe Influences of the 
« COMFORTER, which not only make a 

* chearful Countenance, but gladen the very 
“Heart. Imparting ſuch a refined Satisfaction, as 
the whole World cannot give; ſuch a. permanent 
60 Satisfaction, as no Calamities can take „ 

Let Ethiopian Mountains be ribed with Mar- 
ce ble, and Peruvian Mines emboweled with Gold. : 

«We want neither the impenetrable Quarry, nar. 

| | « the 


Ber. ti, wb Trevira, 21 Johnii. 20, 
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the glittering Ore; having, in our adored ME S- 
« STAH, a ſure Foundation for all our eternal 
Hopes, and an inenhauſtible Fund of the divine 
 < Riches. 

Be it ſo; that our Ihs i is but a creeping . ; 
<« and the Thames itſelf, no more than a ſcanty Ri- 
« yulet; compared with the magnificent Sweep of 
« the Ganges, or the ſtupendous Amplitude of Rio 
« de Ig Plata . The wretched Natives, even on 
« the Banks of thoſe ſtately Rivers, are at a Di- 
« ſtance from all the Springs of true Conſolation. 
e Whereas, We have a Fountain, We have a 
40 River, that iſſues from the Ocean of +: a 
cc EN With incomparable Dignity, and with 

equal Propriety, it is ſtyled The River of Life +. 
00 * . the Houſe of the Mourner, and revives 
de the Spirit of the Sorrowful. It makes glad the 
„City, and makes happy the Servants of our 
5 * GOD. 


This River is near two hundred Miles broad, where 
it diſcharges itſelf into the Sea. It pours ſach an im- 
menſe Quantity of the liquid Element into the Atlantic 
Ocean, that freſh Water may be taken up for the Space 
of many a League. It continues thus amazingly va, 
through a Courſe of fix hundred Miles: when it divides 
into two mighty Branches, the Parana and the Paraguay. 
Which, having run in ſeparate Channels, ſeveral thoufind 
Miles along the Country, unite at laſt ; and form, by their 
Conflux, this m . and ſpacious Stream. hich 
is ſappoſed to be the very largeſt in the World To con- 
ceive a proper Idea of its prodigious Dimenſions, We may 
_ a Current of Waters, taking its Riſe beyond Je- 
ruſalem ; and, after having received all the Rivers of Eu- 
rope into its capacious Bed, making its Entry on the Br:- 
n By a Mouth extended. rom Dover to Briftol. 


1 Rev. xxii. 1. 
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GOD. It quickens even the Dead; and every 
human Creature, that drinks of its Water, lives 
for ever. 


« Let Aſiatic Iſlands boaſt thets Mountains of 
Myrrh, and Hills of Frankincenſe. Let Ara- 


lian Groves, with a ſuperior Liberality, diſtil 


their healing Gums; and ripen, for vigorous Ope- 
ration, their vital Drugs. We have a more ſove- 


reign Remedy, than their moſt powerful Reſtora- 
tives, in the great MEDIATOR's atoning 
Blood. . We have a more refreſhing Banquet, 
than all their mingled Sweets, in commemorating 
his Paſſion, and participating his Merits. 


e In ſhort ; We have an Equivalent, far more 


than an Equivalent, for all thoſe choice Produc- 


tions, which bloom in the Gardens, or baſk in the 


Orchards of the Sun, We have a Goſpel, rich 
in precious Privileges, and abounding with in- 
eſtimable Promiſes: We have a SAVIOUR, 
full of forgroing Goodneſs, and liberal of renewing 


| Grace. At whoſe auſpicious Approach, Foun- 


tains ſpout amidſt the burning Deſart; under 
whoſe welcome Footſteps, the ſandy Waſte ſmiles 
with Herbage ; and beneath his potent Touch, 
The Wilderneſs buds. and bloſſoms as a Roſe *, Or, 
to ſpeak more plainly, the deſolate and barren 
Soul brings forth thoſe Fruits of the SPIRIT, 
which are infinitely more ornamental, than the 


ſilken Gems of Spring; infinitely more beneſi- 
4 We 


cial, chan the ſalubrious Stores of Autumn. 


® Iſa. xxxv. 1. | 
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% We have a SAVIOUR=Tell it out among 
the Heathen ; that all the Nations on Earth, may 
«© partake of the Gift, and join in the Song—A 


« SAVIOUR We have, whoſe radiant Eye 
« brightens the gloomy Paths of Affliction. Whoſe 


« efficacious Bleſſing makes all Things work together, 
ce for the Good * of his People. Death, gilded by his 
e propitious Smile, even Death itſelf looks gay. 
T Nor i is the Grave, under his benign Adminiſtra- 
« tion, any longer a Den of Deſtruction; but a 
6 ſhort and ſhady Avenue to thoſe Ae Man- 
& fjons ; whoſe Foundations are laid with Sapphires ; 
e whoſe Windows are of Agate; the Gates of Car- 
« buncle; and all the Badr of pleaſant Stones +.” 
Pardon my Rhapſody, dear Theron. Your own 
| Remark, added to the grand aud lovely Views, 
have; warmed, have animated, have almoſt tranſ- 
ported  me.—Theron anſwered not a Word: but 
"Teemed fixed in Thought. While He is indulging 


his Contemplatian, We may Ju obſerve fome other 


Peculiarities of the pe: 


"Hers nd Weed; A esel Cottage ſcarcely lifts its 
humble Head. No pompous Swell of prejecting 
Steps, ſurrounds the Door: no appendent Wings of 

inferior. Offices, . {kirt the Edifice: no ſtately Hal, 
| flabbed with Marble, and roofed. with Sculpruce, 


receives the gazing Stranger. Bur young-eyed 
Health; and white-robed Innocence, with ſweet- 


featured Contentment, adorn the Habitation. While 


— 


Virtue lends her graces, ald Religion communicates 


her 


* Rom, viii, 28, _ Ia. liv, 11, 12. 


„3500 1 ad GN 


ig] 


- her Honours, to dignify the Abode: rendering the 


lute Court. 


Temple, lies rudely over- grown with Moſs, or 


Walls, where ſainted Imagery ſtood, or idalixed 


and the daſhing Storm drives. Where are, now, 


ing Fragments now teach, (and with a much better 


merly their unſocial and gloomy Reſidentiaries pro- 


the tranſitory Duration of all that! is moſt ſtable, in 


quite demoliſhed, it gives a Shading of Solemnity to 


. tempers the rural Delight, with fome Touches of 
alarming Dread. — War, deſtructive War, has 
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blameleſs Hutt ſuperior, in real Majeſty, to a diffo- 


At ſome Den, appear the hoary nens of 
an antient Mongſtery. Sunk beneath the Weight of 
revolving Years, the once venerable Fabric is level- 
ed. with the Duſt. The lofty and ornamented 


ſtill more ignobly covered with Weeds. The 


Painting ſhone, are claſped with twining Ivy, or 
ſhagged with horrid Thorn.— Through Iſles, that 
once echoed to the Chantor's Voice, mingled with 
the Organ's majeſtic Sound, the hollow Winds rore, 


the filent Cells, the vocal Choirs, the duſky Groves? 
In which the ramantic Saints prolonged their lonely 
Vigils, by the midnight Taper; or poured their 
united Prayers, before the Lark had. waked the 
Morn; or ſtrolled, in ever-mufing Melancholy, a- 
long the M oon-like Glade.—Surely, thoſe moulder- 


Grace, with a much ſtronger Emphaſis) what for- 


feſſed. They teach the Vanity of the World, and 


ihis Region of Shadows. 


- Behold, on yonder Eminence, the rueful Memo- 
rials of a magnificent Caftle. All diſmantled, and 


the more lively Parts of Nature's Picture; and at- 


* the Scythe from the Hand of Time, and 


hurried | 
Es 
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hurried on the Steps of Deſtiny. Thoſe broken 
Columns, and battered Walls; thoſe proſtrate Tow- 
ers, and Battlements daſhed to the Ground; carry 
evident Marks of an immature Downfal. They 
were built for Ages, and for Ages might have ſtood, a a 
Defence and Accommodation to Generations yet un- 
born; if haply they had eſcaped the dire Aſſaults of 
hoſtile Rage.—But, what Vigilance of Man, can pre- 
vent the Miner's dark Approach? Or what Solidity 
of Bulwark, can withſtand the nen ren $ 
impetuous Shock? 

Thoſe, perhaps, were thi . in which li- 
centious Mirth crowned with Roſzs the ſparkling Bowl, 
and tuned to the filver-ſounding Lute the Syren's 
inchanting Song. Thoſe, the Scenes of voluptu- 

ous Indulgence, where Luxury poured her Delica- 

cies: where Beauty, inſidious Beauty, practiſed her 
Wiles; and ſpread, with bewitching Art, her wan- 
ton Snares.—Now, inſtead of the riotous Banquet, 
and Intrigues of lawleſs Love, the Ow] utters her 
hated Screams by Night, and the Raven flaps 
her ominous Wing by Day. — Where are the Violet- 
couches, and the Woodbine-bowers ; which fanned, 
with their breathing Sweets, the polluted Flame? 
The Soil ſeems to ſuffer for the Abuſes of the Own- 
er. Blaſted and diſhonoured, it produces nothing 
but ragged Briars, and noifome Nettles ; under 
whoſe odious Covert, the hiſffing Snake glides, or 
the croaking Toad crawls.—Fearſul Intimation of 
that 1gnemmious and doleful Cataſtrophe; which a- 
Waitz the Sons of Riot! When their momentary 
Gratifications will drop, like the faded Leaf; and 

Ne OY behind, 2 Pangs of Remorſe, 
85 Kkeener 
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keener far than the pointed Thorn, and more inve- 


nomed than the Viper's Tooth. - 
Perhaps, they were the beauteous and honoured 
Abodes, where Grandeur and Politeneſs walked their 


daily Round, attended with a Train df guiltleſs De- 
lights. Where amiable and refined Friendſbip was 


wont to fit and ſmile; looking Love, and talking 
the very Soul, Where Hoſpitality, with Oeconomy 
always at her Side, ſtood beckoning to the d:/ireſſed, 
but indu/irious Poor; and ſhowered Bleſlings 

E FM e from 


1 ſay diſtreſſed, but ind/frions Poor Becauſe, I 
would not be underſtood, as encouraging, in any De- 


ree, the Relief of our common Beggars. — Towards the 


ormer, I would cultivate a tender and ee 
Compaſſion; I would antieipate their Complaints; and, 
as à ſacred Writer dire&s, would even s E Ek to do them 
Goc. — But as to the latter, I frankly own, that I look 
upon it as my Duty, to diſcourage ſuch Cumberers of 
the Ground. They are, generally ſpeaking, luſty. 
Drones ; and their habitual Begging, is no better than a 
fpecious Robbing of the public Hive. For ſuch faray 


Supplicants, who are able to undergo the Fatigue of 


Traveling; able to endure the Inclemencies of the 
. 3 — z and confequently much more able, were 
they e | 
cies of laudable Induſtry For theſe, the Houſe of Cor- 
rection would be a far more falutary Proviſion, than any 
Supply - from our Table; and Confinement to Labour, a 
_ more beneficial Charity, than the Liberality of the 
urſe. | | 

We ſhould remember, and bey ſhould be taught, that 
the Law ordained by the Court of Heaven, is, Fa Man 
will not abort, neither ſhall e eat. If then We contri- 


bute to | ſupport them in Idleneſs, do We not countera?? | 
and fruſtrate this wiſe Regulation, eftabliſhed by the 


great SOVEREIGN of the Univerſe ?—ls it not 
alſo a Wrong to the deſerving Poor, if We ſuffer a_ 
| ens 
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400 DIALOGUE XI. 
from her liberal Hand. But War, deteſted War, 

has ſtretched over the ſocial and inviting Seat, the 
r „ 64 4. Ale 


Wens on the Body politic to draw off the Nouriſhment, 
which ought to circulate amongſt the valuable and uſe- 
ful Members? — Money or Victuals "beſtowed on theſe 
wörthleſs Wretches, is not real Beneficence, but the 
Earneſi-penny of Sloth. It hires them, to be good for 
nothing; and pays them, for being public Nuiſances. 
Let us then unanimouſly join, to ſhake off theſe 4 
Weights from our Wheels, and diſlodge theſe Swarm: of 
Fermin from our State. Let Us be deaf to their moſt 
importunate Clamours ; and aſſure Ourſelves, that, by 
this determined Inflexibility, We do GOD, We do our 
Community, We do them, the moſt ſubſtantial Service. 
Should they implore by the 7zjured Name of FESUS; 
for the Honour of the LORD FESUS, let Us reſo- 
Jutely with-hold our Alms. Their Meaning is,— 
I cannot go on, in my preſent ſhameful and ini- 
et quitous Courſe; I can no longer continue to act 
«© the wicked and /othful Servant; unleſs You. will ad- 
„ miniſter ſome kindly- pernicious Aſſiſtance. For 
* CHRITS's ſake, therefore, aſſiſt me to diſhonour my 
„ Chriſtian Name, and to live more infamouſly than 
ee the vileſt Beaſts. For CHRIST's ſake, help me to 
e be a Reproach and Burden to my native Country; 
«and to perſiſt in the Way, which leads to eternal De- 
& firuQtion.”— This is the true Import of their Petitions. 
And, whether the Sanction of that moſt venerable Name, 
added te ſuch a Requeſt, ſhould move our Commiſera- 
tion, or excite our Abhorrence, let every thinking Perſon 
f | Fiat the Reader will be ſo candid, as to excuſe this 
long digreſſive Note; and do me the. Juſtice to believe, 
That I am not pleading-againft, but for the rea Poor: 
not to harden any One's Heart, but rather to direZ ever 
One's Hand.—Give, out of: Gratitude to CHRIST, 
out of Compaſſion to the Needy, and be for ever bleſſed. 
But give not to incorrigible Vagrants; co maintain Im- 
Mo 3H | . | Y P ety, 
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Line of Confuſion, and the'| Stones. of - Emptineſs: . 
Now, alas ! nothing but, Deſolation and Horror 
haunt the ſavage Retreat. The ample Arches of 
the Bridge, which ſv often tranſmited the wonder- - 
ing Paſſenger along their penſile Way, lie buried 
in the dreary Moat.—'Thoſe Relics of the maſſy 
Portals, naked and abandoned, ſeem to bemoan 
their melancholy Condition. No ſplendid Chariots, 
with their gay Retinue, frequent the ſolitary Ave- 
nues. No needy Steps, with cheatful Expectations, 
beſiege the once bountiful Gate. But all is a mie 
rable, forlorn, - hideous Pile of Rubbiſh: - | 
Since Riches fo often take to themſelves Wings, 
and fly away: ſince Houſes, great and fair, reel 
upon their Foundations, and ſo ſoon tumble into 
Duſt: how wiſe, how ſalutary, is our divine MA- 
STER's Advice ! Mate ts yourſelves Friends with 
the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs ; that, when the 
—_— fails around You, when the Springs of Na- 
re fail within you; they,” as + Witneſſes of your 
Chart, and Vouchers fot the Sinderity of your 
Faith, may receive You into everloſting Habitations f. 
This is to lay up Treaſure for Ourſelves t: Where- 
as, whatever elſe We atnaſs, is for our Heirs, fr 
our Succeſſors, for We know not. Who. This Wealth 
is truly and ene called our own |; it is an 
* You, III. . ny ; _ hs Ao il  Advowlon; ; 
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Advowſon ; We have the Perpetuity. Whereas, 
whatever elſe We —— b e Ov 
or in WIe ee 
See the dreadfal, dreadiu} Ravages of au! Diſ- 
cn Whierexever that infertal Fury ſtalks, She 
mrs her Steps in Blood, and. leaves opulent Cities 
1 ramods MOR Ne en men. then, what ar- 
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5 layed in Colours that 1, and wich 
Figures that ai, 3 are uſed by the Pro- 


phet Jeremiah, Chap. ** „Ke. As this is e the 
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DIALOGUE: XVIL Ga 
dent and cealglefs. Thanks, are que to that alk-fu- 
periatending, ever gaacious L OR, who bas daſhed. 
the Torch from her Hand; has broke her mutder- 
ous Weapons; and diiyen the, baleſul,Peſt.from our 
fand — May the ſame almighty Goodneſs ſhortly 
baniſh the accurſed Monſter from all -Lands 1 Ba- 
niſh.the Monſter, with ber hated Aſſociate Rapine, 
and her inſatiable Purveyor Ambition, to the deep- 

eſt, deepeſt Hell. Branded with everlaſting Infamy, 
and bound in adamantine Chains, ihre let them 
gnalh their Teeth, and bite the inevitable Cuch {— 
While Peace, deſcending from her native Heaven, 
bids her Olives ſpring amidſt the joyful Nations: 
and . Plenty, in League with Commerce, ſcatters 
Bleflings from her copious. Harn. While Gladneſs 
ſmiles in every Eye ; and Lowe, extenſive. univerſal 
Love, leveling the Partition- wall of Vigutys amen 
every Heart in bratherly Affection. 

Near thoſe Heaps of Havock, lies the. 2 
ever- memorable and ſtill reveted, on which an ob- 
ſtinste and fatal Battle was fought. The Huſband- 
man, as He breaks his fallow Land, ot rends the 
graſſy Turf, often diſcovers the horrid Implements, 
and the more horrid Effects, of that bloody Con- 
fiQ- He ſtarts, to hear his Coulter ſtrike upon the 

Pats of a july Buckler, or gu over the Edge of 
85 A He Far 
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40% DIALOGUE! XVII. 
Day: How the Fields, now cbvered with waving 
Crops, were then loaded with mangled and ghaſtly 


Corples.' How the Paſtures, 1 now green with Her- 


bage, were then drenched and incrimſoned with hu- 
man Gore. 


% On that extended Comibaln; He faya, where 
4 the buſy Shepherd is erecting his hurdled Citadel, 
the Tents were ſpread, and the Banners diſplay- 
< ed; the Spears briſtled in Air, and the burniſhed 
Helmets Slitered to the Sun. — On youder rifing 
Ground, where the ſriſking Lambs play their 
<«. harmleſs Frolics, ftood the martial Files, Fad i in 
Mail, and ranged in Battle - array: ſtood War, 
« with all its collected Horrors, like ſome - porten- 
e tous/ Cloud, ready to burſt into an immediate 
Storm. — On the warer Plain, where the quiet 
Steed gtanes in Safety, and thoſe ſober Oxen chew 
* the juicy Herb, the kerce Encounter mixed. 
«There; the Javelins, launched from nervous 
„% ume, and aimed- by: vengeful Eyes, flew and re- 
"ay whizzing with Death. The Arrows light- 
©:ened'* from-the Strings; and drenched their keen 
. Hoints and diped their feathery Wings in Blood. 
| „en as-this' Shower of men ceaſed, 
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< inſtantly. outſprung Thouſands of flaming Swords. 
s They claſh on the brazen Shields; they cut 
te their Way through the riven Armour; and ſheath 
c their Blades in many a gallant dauntleſs Heart.— 
« Here, on this diſtinguiſhed Level, the proud pre- 


© ſumptuous Enemy, confident of Victory, and 


<< boafting of their Numbers, poured in like a 
« Flood. "There, a bold determined Battalion, of 
* which myſelf was a Part, planted themſelves like 
a Rock, and broke the fierce Attack. 

| © Then, adds the brave old Warrior, then the 
* coward Herd fled before the Vengeance of our 


« conquering Arms. Then, theſe Hands firewed 


ce the Plains with a Harveſt, different far from their- 
< preſent Productions. Then, the Fathers, ſmitten 
„ with inexpreſſible Dread, looked: not back on their 
8 en 9 e ut theliſted __ 


® For. this. very — wo cr Ip We 


are obliged to th Fog het, ereniah. Who, in a few 
Words, but with of Horror, deſcribes the 
Din of a I z War, and the Conſternation of a 
_—_— ara At the Noiſe of the Stampin qty: = 
Hoofs .of Harſet, at the Ruſhing of bis Ch 

and as 9 1 — Ale. Wheels, the Fathers ſhall nat * 
5 unto their Ch for Fetblinofs of Hands, Jerem. 

vii. 


* Node mention the Thunder. like Sound of the Die- 
tion ; and that in a L. much e ſonorous than 
88 T appeal to every Reader, Whether the 
4a Circumſtance does not 1. the Idea of ſo tre- 
* a Scene, and ſo horrible à Dread, as no Words 
can expreſs. Virgil has imitated the Propher's Manner, 
in that very delicate deſcriptive Touch; where, repre- 
ſent ing ä — Alarm, excited fo ee ae the 
mne. pn Up es he 
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« Ur fereaming under the braridiſhed Sword. The 
„ Fathers looked not back on their Chillen, though 

4 Yiey" fell atfiong the Slain, gaſhed with deadly 
* Wounds; or lay expiring, in er dN of Agony, 
e under our F ect.” n 


we Nan the Warrior,” to repeat bis Docking 
Roy and enjoy his ſavage Satisfaction. For 
calmer Scenes, and ſofter Delights, We willingly 
leave Him. — The Eye is pleaſed with the elegant 
Gaiety of the Parterte; the Ear is ſoothed with the 
warbling Melody of the Grove; but grand Ob- 
jects, and the Magrificence of Things, charm and 
trafſpart the whole Man. Thie Mind, on ſtich Oe- 
caſions, ſeems to: ep, with the ProfpeR, and 
ſecretly exults in the Conſeiouſneſs of her Great 
ne. Intent upon theſe large and excurſive Views, 
eur Friends ſcarce advert- to the minuter Beauties, 
which addreſs them on eve Side. The Suan, 
Vun wer e yy Fröbe, and I6fbly deneipng lead; 
otwithkt⸗ ag a ie Kite, ieh State 
bo Fh. ar . bac 0 547% i 
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DIALOGUE XVI. ag 
rows by, without exciting Admiration, or obtaining 
Notice.—Equally unnoticed is both the Array, and 
the Action of the Duck; her gloſſy Neck, and 
finely chequered Wings; her diving into the Deep, 
or her darting up into Day. The Swallow, ſkim- 
ing the Air in wanton Circles, or diping ber 
downy Breaſt in the Flood, courts their Obſervation 
in vain. Nor could the firny Shales attract their 
Regard, though they: played before. the Boat in 
ſportive Chace; or, glancing quick to the Surface, 
ſhewed their pearly Coats, bedroped with Gold. 
Thus they, engaged in ſublime, neglect inferior 
Speculations. And if the Sons of Religion over- 
look the diminutive, tranſit, :deluſory Forms of 
Pleaſure, which float on the narrow Stream of 
Time, or flit along the ſcanty Bounds of Sonſe; 
it is only to contemplate and. enjoy a Happineſs 
in their G O, which is elevated, ſubfantial,' and 
immortal. Compared with which, whatever the 
Eye can ſurvey, from Pole to Pole, from the riſing 

to the ſetting Sun, is a Ueckle- ag A Bytterthy, 2 
Bubble. © F 2 1 
© Fromgbis 3 inlarged Is they enter the 
Skirts of a vaſt, umbrageous, venerable Fongſi. On 
either Side, 'the ſturdy and gigantic Sons of Earth, 
rear their aged Trunks, and ſpread their branchifig 
Arms. Tees, af every hardy Make, aud ener) w- 
Jeſtic Form, in agreeable Diſorder, and with a wile 
kind of Grandeur, fill the aerial Regions. The 
S .taaming Roughs unite. themſelves * 
the Current, and diffuſe 0 their Umbrage, broad 
& and brown as Evening.” The timorous Deer 
LU of e _ Ala ned wit 
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the unuſual Sound, they look up, and gaze for a Mo- 
ment: then fly into Covert; by various Ways, and 
with precipitate Speed; vaniſhing, nen than de- 
parting, ſrom the Glade. | 
How awful to reflect, as they glide 8 the ſhelv- 
ing Shores, and the 'moſs-grown Banks; as they 
fail under the pendent Shades of quivering Poplar, 
of whiſtling Fir, and the folemn- founding Foliage of 
the Oak how awful to reflect; Theſe were the 
e lonely Haunti of the Druids, two thouſand Years 
. ago! Amidſt theſe duſuy Mazes, and ſympathetic 
6 Gloom, the penſive Sages ſtrayed. Here, they 
e ſought, they found, and with all the Solemnity of 
156 ſuperſtitious: Devotion, they gathered their Mi- 
«© fletee'®. Here the viſionary Recluſes ſhunned the 
e tumultuous Ways of Men, and traced the myſte- 
K riout Paths of Providence. Here they explored 


8. the Secrets of. Nature, . kak mo fabled 
* Gelen „ ir ive | 
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17 the Reader Fir He may * ele ompous 
Solemnities deſcribed, in VAN IEAII Pred. Ruf. pag. 
12 , &e. Where, the curious Narrative of Phy, 1s em- 
belli with the harmonius Numbers of 2 
Wh * to the Refletiong; r by this Ac- 
. count ; the Compliments laviſhed an the ; wat their 
2 Religion, and their Monarch; 1 believe, the judicious 
 Pooteflant will confeſs! with me, that as our charming 
Author has copied the Language, and entered into the 


5 of the Antients; - He has alſo, catched a Tincture 
Superſtition. Imbibin of; together with all their 


Elegancies > races, fone « on Faofiful n 1 


* 
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Sometimes wrapt in a ſudden Reverie of Thought, 
ſometimes engaged in Converſation on the ſolemn Ap- 
pearance of Things, the Voyagers ſcarce. perceive 
their Progreſs. Before they are aware, this venera- 
ble Scene is loſt ; and they find themſelves advanced 
upon the Borders of a beautiful Lawn. The Foreſt, 
retiring to the Right-hand, in the Shape of a Creſ- 
cent, compoſed what Milton ſtyles, A verdurous 


$ Wall of ſtatelieſt Aſpect;“ and left, in the Midſt, 


an ample Space for the Flouriſhing of Herbage. 
Here, ſaid Theron, if You pleaſe, We will alight ; 


and leave tho Bearer of our fating Sedan, to purſue his 


ceaſeleſs Courſe—to. enrich the Boſom of other Val 


lies, and leave the Feet of other Hills—to viſit Cities, 


and make the Tour of Counties - to reflect the Image 
of many a ſplendid Structure, which adorn his Banks; 
and, what is far more amiable, to diftribute, all along 


his winding Journey, innumerable Conveniencies 


both for Man and Beaſt: acquiring, the farther He 
goes, and the more Renefits He confers, a deeper 
Flow, and a wider Swell; to the remarkable Con- 
firmation of that beneficent Maxim, r ir that ſcat- 
tereth, and yet increaſeth kx. 

| Theron and Afpaſio, walking m_y thy ſpacious 
Amphitheatre, ſeated themſelves at the Extremity of 
the Bend. Before them, lay a verdant Area, quite 
even; perfectly handſome ; but far from gay. Green 
was all the Dreſs, without any Mixture of gaudy 
Flowers, or | glittering Colours. Only, now- 
and-then, a gentle Breeze, fkimming over the 
undulating Mead, impreſſed a varying wavy Gloſs 
on its Surface. The whole ſeemed to reſemble the 
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Heront, ; and ſober Ornaments of maturer Age, when 
it has put off the Trappings, and bid adieu to the 
'Levities of Vouth. The broad, tranſparent Stream, 
ran patallel with the Lips * of the Channel; and 
dtew a Line of Circumvallation, as it were, to guard 
the calm Retreat. It appeared, where ſhaded with 


Boughs, like a Barcier of poliſned Steel; where open 


-eaftern Edges of the River, were barricaded with a 


rocky Sides, the timorous Rabbit burrowed, and the 
bearded Goat browzed. Not far from the Summit, 
two or three Fountains guſhed: which, uniting their 
Currents, as they trickled down the Steep, formed a 
natural \Caſcade.- here, it was loſt in che ruſhy Dells, 
or obſcured dy the twiſting Roots; there, it burſt 
again into View, and playing full in the Eye of Bay, 
looked like 2 Sheet of ſpouting Silver. 
| In this romantic Retirement, ſaid Theron, wer ate 
- quite ſequeſtered from Society. We ſeem 10 be in a 
Tord af aur on; and: ſhould almaſt be tempied to 
forget. that We are encompaſſed with a kindred Spe- 


cies; did not the Muſic of thoſe filver-tongued Bell, 


poured from a diſtant Steeple, and gliding along the 
gentle Streum, bring Us News of human Kind. 


Eſcaped from Man, and his buſy Walks, methinks, 


"Woe are come to the Houſe of Tranquility. Such a 
deep, undiſturbed Compoſure reigns all around!] At 
* if (ol Ear my making his En- 
7 HQ. © 
+} 77849 2 th y : 

be Greet, owdieltionboge 8 dappy, . 
- its. beautiful Variety of compound Words, very neatly ex- 
preſſes * n mW 


_ 
© # 


to the Sun, like:a'Mirror of flowing Cryſtal. —The 


kind of mountainous Declivity; on whoſe rude and 


"redone, 
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trance, or ſome majeſtic Being was upon the Point to 
ſpeak, and all Nature ſtood fixed in attentive Expecta- 
tion. No Place better fited to e to inſpire, 8 
contemplative Sedateneſs. 

Obſerve the Simplicity and ee of thoſe fur- f 
rounding Trees: the noble Plainneſs of their Ver- 
dure, and the prodigious Statelineſs of their Aſpect. 
What a Speck are our Gardens, and what a mere 
Dwarf are our Groves, compared with theſe vaſt 
Plantations ?—Here is none of your nice ExaQ- 
neſs, but all is irregularly and wildly great. Here 
are no Traces of the Shears, nor any Footſteps of 
the Spade, but the Handy-work of the DEITY 
is apparent in all.— Give me the Scenes, which dif- 
dain the puny Aſſiſtance of Art, and are infinitely ſu- 
peri or to the low Toils of Man. Give me the Scenes, 
which ſcorn to bribe our Attention, with a little bor- 
rowed Spruceneſs of Shape; but, by their own na- 
tive Dignity, command our Regard. I love the Pro- 
ſpects, which, the Moment they are beheld, ſtrike 
the Soul with Veneration, or tranſport it with Won- 
der; and cry aloud, in the Ear of Reaſon, Aſcribe Ye 
Greatneſs to auf GOD. 3 I Dy Gs in a very 
eminent Degree, i is the Foreſt; 


— — — High e er the Hill, 
Or io the uaft Horizon wide diffus'd, 
A boundle eſs deep Immenſity of Shade. 


Af. Salomor?s refined Genius Rent bo have been 
fond of the ſame Situation, and delighted with the 
ſame Objects. Therefore, at a great Expenoe, and 
in the moſt curious Taſte, He built The Henſe of the 
Fare eſt, — Tſaiah's divine Imagination was charmed with 


©" @% © &@ 
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che ſame grand Spectacle. More frequently, than 
any of the Prophets, He derives his Illuſtrations from 
it. One Compariſon I particularly remember. 
Speaking of the Afyrian King, and his military 
| Forees, He likens them to ſuch an Aſſemblage of 
Trees: numerumt, as their amazing Multitudes ; 
Ar ong, as their maſſy Trunks. TFet, numerous and 
potent as they were, they ſhould all be brought low, 
and laid in the Duſt. For beholdithe LORD, the 
LORD of Hes Hall lop the Bough with Terror, and 
tbe High Ones of Stature ſhall be hewn down, and the 
Flanghty ſhall be humbled ;, and be fhall cut down the 
T hickets bf his Foreſt with * and ma et: 259 
e one 
- Then le paſſes, by a mol beautiful Tranſit ition, 
to his darling Topic, the Redemption of Sinners. 
He gires Us, together with one of the fineſt Con- 
traſts + imaginable, a View of the MESSIAH 
and his great Salvation. When thoſe lofty Cedars 
are leveled with the Ground, there . ſhall come q Rod, a 
T wig ſhall ſpring From the Stem of Feſſe, and ag Branch 
Hall graw out of his Roots 1. Which, notwithſtand- 
ing its mean Original, and unpromiſing Appearance, 
all rear its Head to the Skies, and extend its Shade 
to the Ends of the Earth. | 


. 
= g LE x CBA 5% A 
4 a. x. 

+ This Gas — aa Bs g Tranttion are, 

x: the injudicious Divifion of the two Chapters, very 

much obſcured, if not quite loſt, to many Readers. The 

Chapters. I think, ſhould by no means 'be ſeparated ; bur, 

che tenth: and the eleventh, as a Contlanation * the n 
ene PT sten 

Trw at nd 2547 3.1%. Ni. 3. 
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Der. Vou do well, Aſpaſio,' to recal my roving 
Thoughts. This magnificent Solitude had captivat-! 
ed my Imagination, and I was giving a Looſe tothe 
uſiral Sallies of my Fancy. But, with a willing Com- 
pliance, I turn to a more excellent Subject. Only 
J muſt aſſure you, that your Remark awakens a pain- 
ful Idea in my Mind, though a joyful one in your q wn. 
For, my Hopes, which were once high and lifted up, 
are now too much me that devoted nn 
Foreſt. uch Mrs get c fene 
Aſp." My dear Theron, give me . to ay, they 
were never rightly founded. They were, what Shake- 
ſpeare calls, the baſeleſs Fabric of 4 Viſion, Now the 
ſhadowy and tranſient Hopes are demoliſhed, that ſo- 
lid and everlaſting Joys may ſucceed. [Let them reſt 
on CHRIST, the infinitely glorious REDEEMER, 
and they ſhall never be nn never be Haan 
any more. I 
Caſt a Wee alder by: What « can bins more 
feeble? Tr has not Strength enough to withſtand 
the ſlighteſt Blaſt. Nay, if left to itſelf, its own 
Weight would cruſh it to the Earth. Let, by twin- 
ing around the Oak, how high it riſes, and how firm 
it ſtands! An Emblem of our State, and a Pattern for 
our Imitation.— Thus let Us, who in ourſelves are 
nothing, of ourſelves can do nothing, let us fly to 
CHRIST; rely on- CHRIST; and, as Barnabas 
(chat true Som” of Conſolation) ſpeaks, clæaue tothe 
LORD FESUS. CHRIST, with full Purpoſe 'of 
Heart *. | Let us determine to know nathing, to de- 
fire nothing, to depend on nothing, but FESUS 
CHRIST and Him crucified. Let this be the Mot- 
RS 
* AQs xt, 23. | * 


FS 
91 & «©, 
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to for: our Faith, this the * of our Souls, 
CHRIST is 48, Then ſhall our Virtues, though 
hitherto ſmitten with a Blaſt, revive as the Corn: 
Then ſhall our Hopes, though in themſelves weaker 
than the Ivy, mount like the Cedars. | + 

Ther. Vou can hardly imagine, how a Senſe of 
Guilt and Unworthineſs oppreſſes my Mind. I am 
| often diſcouraged, and cannot bring Os to be ſhed- 
faſt in Faith, or joyful through Hope. 

Aſp. You cannot bring yourſelf, but GoD Al- 
mighty's Power and Grace can bring to paſs theſe 
deſirable Effects. And hear what the Prophet ſays 
farther, upon the charming Topic which introduced 
out Diſcourſe. Whenever the eloquent Iſaiab un- 
dertakes to diſplay a Truth, He gives it all the Ener- 
gy, all the Beauty, and every heightening Touch, 
which'it- is capable of receiving. This humble Shoot, 
ſpringing from the Stem of Jeſſe, ſhall riſe to ſuch a 
Pitch of Elevation; that it ſhall be conſpicuous far 
and near, and fand for an En/ign of the People. It 
ſhall be ſeen, not like a Beacon upon the Top of an 
Hill, by the Hraclites only, or the Natives of a ſingle 
Territory; but like the great Luminaries of Heaven, 
ſhall be viſible in every Country, and by the whole 
inhabited World. To it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek; not 
only from the remoteſt, but from the moſt barbarous 
and idolatrous Climes. Theſe, even theſe Perſons, 
though ſauage in their Nature, and deteſtable in their 
Manners, ſhall be freely admited, andfnd Reſt under 
his Shadow. Nay, the Refreſhment vhich He yields, 
and the Comfort which:they receive, hall be not ſea · 
| fonable only, but of. 1 his Re&ft fhall 


| be glorious . 


Nt From 
. Ie Xi, 10. 
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Prom this we learn, chat all the Bleſſings of; 
CHRIST 's Mediation are deſignod / ſor Gentiles; for 
the moſt abandoned and abominable dinners.— That 
they ate ſo full and eonſummate, as to create a Calm 
of Tranquility, & glorious Ret, in the moſt. troubled, 
afflicted, guilty Conſciences.— And I dare challenge 
even my Theron's miſgiving Mind, io ſpecify any 
Want which is not fapplied, any Grievance which is 
not redreſſed, by the Riphteouſneſs of F£SUS 
CHRIST. I formeily encountered your heli. 
let me now combat (hore Seruplen. 12 


n Santetionay! 1 have a deep phe difireſling 
Conviction of my extreme Sinfulneſs,—'Tis like a fore 
Burden, too heayy for me to bear.—'Tis like the vi- 
leſt Filth, and renders me odious to myſelf how 
much more lotheſome to the all- ſeeing Eye ?—lt ap- 
_ pears like a Debt of ten thouſand Talents, and I have 
nothing, no, not any Thing to pay.—Then I & expe- 
rience, what the -2fa/m/? fo pathetically laments ; 
My Sins have taken ſuch Held upon me, that 1 am not 

able to lock up : yea, they are more in Number than the 
Hairs of my Head, and my Heart is var do to fail : my 
Hopes are upon the Point to expite. 
Ab. Then, Thergn, fly to that juſt 400 hben 
ONE, e is be Strength of our Hearts ; ; the -- 
Life of ol Hipes: and our Portion for ever. 
„I. Sin is, 4 lore Hüften; look unto GTR 782. 
wehe bore it al, in his on Body on the Tree; and 

removed, Imirely removed chat tremendous Load, 
Which wolld otherwiſe have ſunk the whole World 
ioo che nethermoſt, Hell, —If Sin renders us filthy ; 
let Us 'have- recourſe to that Blood of ee 
Wwöyich 
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which cleanſes, not from a few Stains only, but from 
all Guilt. ' By which the moſt defiled Tranſgreſlors 
become fair as the faireſt. Wool, nay whiter. than the 
virgin Snows *. If Sin is a Debt ; ſubjecting Us. 
to Wrath, and binding Us over to Puniſhment; let 
Us conſide in that gracious SURETY, who has 
taken the Debt upon himſelf, and mails it all his 
own. And not only ſo, but has paid it; paid it to 
the uttetmoſt Farthing, to the very laſt Mite: So 
that Juſtice itſelf can demand no more. 

Let me confirm and illuſtrate this comfortable 
Truth, by a ſcriptural Similitude. No Similitudes 
are more exact, and none fo ſtriking. I have bloted 
out as a thick Cloud your Tranſgreſſions, and as a Cloud 
your Sins f. A little while ago, the whole Expanſe 
of yonder Sky was covered with Clouds. Nothing 
could more ſtrongly repreſent, a Multitude of Cor- 
ruptiens beſieging the Heart, and a Multitude of Ini- 
 quities oyerſpreading the Liſe.— But where is, now, 


that immenſe e ne of W 2K : The 
Sun 


* eee ; * 


een te * Plat 1.7 
+ + By theſe three Images, the Fe diſplays the hor- 
rible and deſtruQive Malignity of Sin, together with the 
free Nature arid invaluable Worth of evangelical Forgive- 


neſs. Bleſſed is he whoſe CO as an inſupportable 


Load, (13) is bare or taken, ; . whoſe Sin, as_being 
the moſt abominable Filth, (0 #7 ' covered ; unto whom 
the LORD imputeth not (2v0ty ) that moſt ruinous of 


all Debts, Iniguity. It is pleaſing to obſerve the Vehe- 
mence and Ardour, with which the royal Penitent {| 

on this favourite Topic. He breaks out with a Kind of 
holy: e and pours his Soul in a Variety of warm 
_ Expreſſo As one 2 thought; he could not poſſibly 
enter e ge ts Joow, os del upon it tus long. | 
| Miri. 1, 2. 

＋ Ifa. xliv. 22. 
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Sun has ſhone them, and the Wind has ſwept them, 


clean away. There are none, neither great nor ſmall, 
remaining. From one End of the wide extended 


Hemiſphere to the other, we ſee nothing but the clear 
and beautiful Blue of the Firmament. So ſaith the 


SPIRIT of GOD to the true Believer, ſo totally 
is your Guilt, however horrid and enormous, done 
away through the dying FESUS. ES 


Ther. It is not poſſible to conceive, nor will the 


whole Creation afford, a more exquiſitely fine Com- 
pariſon. Perhaps, nothing can ſo emphatically de- 
ſcribe the moſt, prodigious Multitude, intirely obli- 
terated, without the leaf? Trace of. their former Exi- 
ſtence.— But I am. not only chargeable with pa/? Ini- 
quities; I am alſo liable to daily Miſcarriages. I re- 
lapſe into Sin; and when I would do Good, Evil is 
preſent with me.—Nay ; my beſt Hours are not free 
from ſinful Infirmities, nor my beſt Duties from 
ſinſul Imperfections. Which, like a Worm at the 
Core-of the Fruit, 'cat away the Vigour of, my 
' Graces, and tarniſh the Beauty of my Services. 


Aſp. Becauſe, through the Frailty of your mortal 


Nature, You cannot always ftand upright ; becauſe, 
even the ju? Man falleth daily, and daily contracteth 
Defilement ; 3 therefore a Fountain is opened for Sin and. 
| for Uncleanneſs*. The Blood and Atonement of 
CHRIST are compared to A heavenly Fountain. 
In which. polluted. Sinners may waſh daily, waſh 
hourly ; ; and be conſtantly, verfeftly clean.— A Ciſtern 
| raf fail; may be broken or exhauſted. But it is 
Vel. fl. of a real Fe ountain, _—_ to be dried up, 


"Da * aye 85 


* Zech. xiii. 1. 


| 
| 
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always to yield its Waters. Such ! is the Efficacy of 
CHRTST's Death; not to be diminiſhed by uni- 
verſal and by inceſlant Uſe. It rembves the Iniquity 


of the Land s. Ii takes au the Sin of the World +. 
It is new, for our Application, every neh new, 


for this bleſſed Purpoſe, every Moment. On which 
Account, it makes complete Proviſion for our Clean- 
fing, our Reſtoration, and our 'Connfort,—Efpecially, 
as it is not only ſovereign i in itfelf, and always free for 
our Approach, but is ever pleaded by a great H IGH- 
PRIEST in. our Behalf. Therefore, the inſpired 
Caſuiſt directs Us to this Source of Conſolation, un- 
der all the Upbraidings of Conſcience, and all the Re- 
mains of inbred Depravity. If an y Man fin, Ne 
| bave. an Advocate with the FATHER, JESUS 
CHRIST the Righteous, "and Hei is the Propitiation 
Jer our Sins , aq 
We; 4 St. Fohn ge Himſelf f in the Number of 
thoſe frail offending Creatures, WhO ſtand in need of 
CHR I 8 T, as a perpetual, Tnterceſtor. This 1 18 


written, not to encourage. Us i in the Commiſtion of 
Sin; 3 but that We may be the leſs diſcouraged, under 
A Senſe of our, Infirmities. We have; not We poſ- 


fibly r may, but We actuall have, A. Soul burdened 
6255 


with 4 carinot t be f [ati ed, Cannot be 1 with _ 
2 bare erhaps. It is ' therefore Poſit) 
f which” 


gy on me 3 
FO a M Matter of eſtabliſhed * Certainty ; 
ſhould not admit 2 Donbt.—We ee our K. 
vocate, not a, mean Perſon, but HI M who received 
an Muſtrious | "Teftimony from the, moſt excellent 
Glory, This 1s my 12 SON N ot a gui Per- 


. "fon 


* Zech. ili. 9. x = Joka 
9 2 Pet. i. i. 17, | 


29. 2 1 John 171. 
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ſon, who ſtands in need of Pardon for Himſelf, but 
FESUS CHRIST the Righteous—Not a mere Pe- 
titioner, who relies purely upon Liberality ; but one 
who has merited, fully merited whatever He alks; He 
is the Propitiation for our Sins, has paid our Ranſom, 
and purchaſed our Peace—In conſequence of which, 
He claims rather than aſks our renewed, our irrevo- 
cable Forgiveneſs— This he claims, not from an un- 
relenting J udge, but from his FATHER and our 
FATHER—And can ſuch a Plea meet with a Re- 
pulſe? Can ſuch an Advocate miſcarry in his Suit? 
— If the Prophets of old were reckoned, The Chariot of 
Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof *; becauſe, like their 
Anceſtor Jacob, they had Power with G0 D, and 
prevailed in Prayer: O] what a Deſence! what a 
Security, is the divinely excellent, and ever prevailing 
Interceſſion of FESUS CHRIST, 

« Your Graces, You complain, are ſullied, and 
“Four Services defeQve,”—Then, my dear Friend, 
renounce them in Point of Confidence; and gladly 
receive, cordially embrace, the all- perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs of your LOR D. So ſhall your Juſtification 

Dd-2. be 


22 Kings ii. 12. xiii. 14. There i is n Beauty, 
and moſt appoſite Significancy, in in this proverbial Saying, 

as uſed by the antient Mraelites. Horſes and Chariots were 
deemed, in thoſe Ages, the principal Stre: th of the Bat- 
tle, the, moſt formidable Apparatus of War. Of theſe 
the Igaelites were intirely deſtitute. Their GOD had 
expreſly forbidden them to multiply Horſes ; and We 
never read of their bringing any conſiderable Number 
of Cavalry into the Field. — But, ſo long as they enjoyed 
the Preſence of their Prophets, they wanted not this Arm 
of Fleſh. They had more than an Equivalent for Cha- 


riots and Horſes, in the Page the FER eros. af 
thoſe holy Men of GOP. 
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be complete; and your Services, though deficient in 
themſelves, be accepted in the BELOVED.” 
—T have ſomewhere ſeen, painted upon a flat Sur- 
face; an aukward and difagreeable Countenance: In 
which was nothing regular, nothing graceful, but 
every Feature diſproportionate. Yet this very Face, 
reſlected from a cylindrical Mirror, has put off its 
Deformity ; the Lineaments became well adjufted ; 
Symmetry connected every Part, and Beauty ſmiled 
throughout the Whole.—Like the former our Virtues 
. appear, when compared with the immaculate Purity 
of GOD, or the ſublime Perſection of his Law. 
But they acquire the Amiableneſs of the latter, when 
preſented to the FATHER by our divine ME- 
DIATOR, and recommended by his inconceiv- 
ably precious Oblation v. 
Aula, taking his Hint from the Revelations of 
St. John, repreſents our great HIGH-PRIEST, 
in this glorious and delightful Attitude. Repreſents 
Him, offering up the Supplications and penitential 
Duties . firſt Parents; aun with them 
the 


* They, the Parſons end Performances of frail Men, 
E Acceytame on mine Altar, faith the LOR D. 


3 — by St. Peter's Comment; 
Te art an boly 'o offer * N es, ar- 
| e ers GOD by TE US CHRIST, 1 Pet. ii. 5. 
And ſtill farther aſcertained by-Sr. Paul's Praiice. Who, 
N JESTY of Heaven with 
any Petition, or preſents ribate of Praiſe, preſumes 


2 1 re] ren the other, bet in the bleſſed 


MEDIATOR's Name. N ſecluded from this 
Recommendation, they 


to the aw- 
| JEHOVAH, *© — = bb rag fr oſha 


penicd with it, are acceptable 6s the fect — 
ing lacenſe.” TY SENT? 


/ 
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the Incenſe of his own Merits ; and thus interceding 
before the Throne. 


d, FATHER! what firft Fruits on Earth are 
rung 

From thy implanted Grace in Man ! Theſe Sighs 
And Prayers, which in this golden Cenſer miu d 
With Incenſe, I thy PRIEST before Thee bring. 
— — Now therefore bend thine Zar 
To Sapplication; hear his Sighs though mute 
Unſtilful with what Wards io pray, lt ME 
Interpret for Him; ME his Advocate 
And Propitiation. All his Works 8 ME, 

Good, or not good, ingraft : MY Merit theſe. 
Shall perfet ; and for theſe MY Death fhall pay . 


The Poet's Words are very emphatical. Yet Words 
en —  — LORD 
Negotiation, | than the Picture of the Sun can diffuſe 
its Splendor, or convey its Warmth, 


Der. My ſpiritual Wants are many. I have 
many Duties to diſcharge, and many Temptations 
to withſtand : many Corruptions to mortify, and 
many Graces to cultivate, or rather to acquire. 


Yet have I no Stock, and no Strength of my * 
own. 


Aſp. 1 rejoice, that my Theron is ſenſible of his 
own Indigence. The good LORD keep Us both, 
in this Reſpect, as fittle Children; whoſe whole 
Dependence is upon their Nurſe's Care, or their | 
Parent's Bounty! Then may we, having ſuch 2 b 

F Senſe 


Par. Loſt, Book XI. I. 22, Sc. f 
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Senſe of our Poverty, and having a great HI GH- 
PRIEST over the Houſe of GOD, come boldly 
to the Throne of Grace, We may apply, through 
the Righteouſneſs of FESUS CHRIST, for all 
' needful Succour, and for every deſirable Bleſſing. — 
If Solomon could fay; LORD, remember David, 
and all bis Trouble, If Maſes could ſay; LORD, 
remember Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob thy Servants, 
How much more confidently may we fay ; 
« LORD, remember FESUS, che Son of thy 
„ Love! Remember FESUS, and all his -Suf- 
« ferings; JESUS and alb his Merits. Shall 
« they” be ſent empty away, who have their SA- 
« VIOUR's Obedience to plead ?”—No ve- 
rily. Though they are altogether unworthy in them- 
ſelves, yet worthy is the LAMB that was lain, 
for whoſe Sake their Petitions ſhould be granted, and 
their every Neceſſity ſupplied. . 

Let me repeat to you a moſt beautiful and en- 


-  couraging Portion of Scriptufe, Which you may 


look upon, under all your Wants, as Charte Blanche 
put into your Hand by GOD all-ſufficient. Having 
pberefore, Brethren, Boldneſs to enter into the Holięſi 
by the Blood of JESUS; by a new and living Way 
which he has conſecrated for Us, through the Veil, that is 
to ſay, his Fleſh; And having an HIGH. PRIEST 
aver the Houſe of GOD; let us draw near with a 
true Heart, in full Aſferance of Faith *, 
Phe Apoſtle, in this Place, and throughout this 
4 whole Epiſtle, alludes to the Moſaic Ordinances ; in 
order to ſhew, chat the Privileges of the Chr - 
Diſpenſation, 


Heb, x. 19, 20, 21, 22. 
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Diſpenſation, were typefied by, yet are greatly ſupe- 
rior to, thoſe' of the Jetuiſb.— Among the Fews, 
none but the Higb-Prieſt, was permited to ſet a 
Foot within the Holy ef Holies ; and He, only on 
the ſolemn Day of Expiation. "Whereas, all Chri- 
| flians are allowed to enter into the immediate Pre- 
ſence of the moſt High GOD; may have the 
neareſt Acceſs to HIM, who dwells in the Heaven 
of Heavens; and this, not once in the Year only, 
but at all Times, and on all Occaſions.— The 
High- Prieſt never made that awful Approach, but 
with the Blood of a /aughtered Animal. We have 
Blood of infinitely richer Value, to atone for our 
Failings, and recommend our Addreſſes; even 
the Blood of the crucified FE SUS. — Aaron en- 
tered through the Veil of the Temple; a Way, 
which was ſoon to become antiquated, and for ever 
to be aboliſhed. We enter by a far more noble 
Way; by the Fleſh of our bleſſed REDEEMER; 
given as a propitiatory Sacrifice for our Sins, 
Which Way is both aew and living; ſuch as never 
waxes old, will ſubſift to the End of Time, and 
leads to eternal Life.—Truftivg in this Sacrifice, 
and entering by this Way, which are conſecrated on 
Purpoſe for our Uſe, We may not only draw near, 
but draw near with Boldneſs, with an humble filial 
Confidence; and preſent our -Supplications with 
Faith—with Aſſurance of ain full Aſſu- 
rance of Faith. 

How ſtrong is the Contraſt, and how fine the 
Gradation How precious the Doctrine, and how 
free the Privilege ! What ſhall we fear, if we be- 
 heve this Doctrine? What can we lack, if we im- 


"4+ prove 
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prove this Privilege? And why ſhould We not be- 
lieve the former, why ſhould We not improve the 
latter ? Since they both are founded, not on any 
excellent Endowments, not on any recommending 
Actions of our own, but purely, ſolely, intirely on 
the Blood of FESUSCHRIST.. , :. 

Ther, There may come Seaſons of Deſertion, 
when all Graces are languid, if not dead: When 
the Light of GOD's Countenance is ſuſpended, 
if not turned into Darkneſs :. and the Man is more 
like a lifeleſs. Log, than a zealous Chriſt ian. Theſe 
Frames 'of Mind I .have heard mentioned, and I 
begin to know ſomething of them by Experience. 
 Afp. Then Theron, when you walk in Darkneſs, 
and ſee no Light of ſenſible Comfort, truft in the 
Mame, the unchangeable Grace, of the LORD; 
and ſtay upon the Righteouſneſs, the conſummate 
Righteouſneſs, | of your - GOD *, This is not 
barely my Advice, but the Direction of an infalli- 
ble Guide.—-This agrees alſo with the Character of 
a real Chriſtian, as it is moſt exactly drawn by an 
unerring Pen; He'rejoice in CHRIST FESUS, 
and bade na Confidence in the Fleſh 4 ; no Reliance on 


| 5 | 3 
+ Pbil. iii. 3. Exafth draaun— Perhaps, there is no 
where extant a finer, a more complete, or ſo lively a 
Picture of the true Chriſtian. 'Tis in Miniature, I own : 
but it comprehends all the maſter Lines and every. di/tin- 
guiſbing Feature. We are they, who worſhip GOD in the 
Fpirit; with the „ Homage of a renewed Heart; 
with Faith, Love, Reſignation. And rejoice in CHRI ST 
JESUS; in Him look for all our Acceptance with - 
GOD ; from Him derive all the Peace of our Minds 14 | 
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any Thing of our enn, eber for an Joy, or 
future Glory. | :a 

To rely on the Elevation of our . or the 
Inlargement of our Devotion, is like building our 
Heuſe upon the /ce - which may abide for a Seaſon; 
but upon the firſt Alteration of Weather, ceaſes te 
be a F oundation, and becomes Water: that 
“ runneth apace,” . Whereas,.to derive our Conſo- 
lation from the MEDIATOR's Righteouſnefs, 
and JIEHOVAH 's Faithfulneſs, is to build our 
Edifice upon the Rock: which may not be re- 
« moved, but ſtandeth faſt for ever.” The former 
of theſe, even amidſt all our Changes, is invariably 
the fame. The latter, notwithſtanding all our Un- 
worthineſs, is inviolably ſure. Therefore, the Fruit 
of that Righteouſneſs is Peace, and the Effect of 
this Faithfulneſs is, if not ragturaus Joy, you Bret: 
neſs and Aſſurance for cuer 

So that, when it is Winter in my Soul, and ag 
ſeems to be a Dearth on all my ſenſible Delights, I 
would ſtill ſay with the Plalmiſt; © y art thou ſp 
% diſquieted, O my Soul? CHRIST is the ſame 
« amidſt all thy Dereliftions, He is a green Fir- 


„ Tree 4, Which never loſes its Verdure. Under 


« his Shadow Thou may'ſt always: find Repoſe. 
„His Merit and Atonement are ſtill mighty to 
5 ſaye; they conſtitute an everlaſting and infinite 
6. Sen The Promiſes of G OD, through 


« hiz 


| 1 on Him TR: all the e Hope of our final Felicity. 
And have no Confidence in the Fleſb; renouncing ourlelves, 
in every View, as unprofitable Servants ; diſclaiming all 
our own Works and Attainments, as defective Services. 
* Iſa. xxxii. 17. . + Hoſ. xiv. g. 


© 
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« his Mediation, are yen, and amen *; are er 
* onably and unalienably thine.” 
Der. Tis vety probable, I may meet with 45. 
fictiaus; Death in my F amily, or Diſeaſe in my 
Perſon. Difappointments may fruſtrate my Deſigns. 
Providence may wear a frowning Aſpect, as though 
the LORD had 2 Controverſy with his ſinful 
Creature, and was making Him to poſſeſs the Ini- 
quities of his Vouth. And what will be ſufficient to 
fopport and to chear, in ſuch a gloomy Hour 17 
Ap. The Righteouſneſs of CHRIST.—No- . 
thing is ſo ſovereign; to calm our Fears, and re- 
move all Apprehenſions of the divine Wrath. Ap- 
prehenſions of the divine Wrath, would draw the Cur- 
tains of Horror around our ſick Bede, and throw upon 
dur languiſhing Eye - lids the Shadow of Death f. 
But a believing Improvement of CHRIS T's Satiſ- 
ſaction for our Offences, elears p the mournful 
Scene, and takes away the Sting of Fribulation. 
Attending to this great Propitiation, the Suffexer 
. his our forgives, and his GOD reconciled. 
| From 


f 2 Cor. i. 20. 433 
+ "The Sufficiency of CHRIST's Rj ghteouſneſs, to 
| anſwer all theſe important and delightful Ends, is ex- 
cellently diſplayed in Mr. RAwWLIx's Sermons, on 
CHR isT the Righteouſneſs of his People. In which the 
Fable have feen the grand and amiable Eſſentials of the 
Goſpel, delivered in maſculine Language; defended by 
nervous Reaſoning ; and animated with a lively De- 
votion. . 

. Alluding t to that Deſcription of Tribulation and An- 

- guiſh, which, 1 believe, no Perſon of Senſibility can 
read without 1 My Face is foul with Weeping, 
aud ou my Eye-lids is the Shadyw 942 Das. * xvi. 16. 
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From whence he concludes, that the ſevereſt Afflicti- 
ons are only fatherly Corrections; fhall not exceed 
his Ability to bear; and ſhall aſſuredly obtain a gra- 
cious Iſſue, He can fetch Comfort. from that 
chearing Word, I will be with him in Trouble: And 
expect the Accomplifhment of that moſt conſolatory 
Promiſe, I will deliver Him, and bring him to Ha- 
nour *, Theſe Supports have enabled the Saints, 
to kiſs the Rod, and bleſs the Hand, which cha- 
ſtiſed them. To poſſeſs their Souls, not in Patience 
only, but in Thankfulneſs alſo. While they have 
hoted imuard, and diſcerned their abſolute Need of 
theſe bitter but ſalutary Medicines: Have Lboked up- 
ward, and beheld the Cup in a moſt wiſe and tender 
PHYSICIAN's Hand: Have Hooked forward, 
with a joyful Hope, to that better World ;- whete 
GOD will wipe away all Tears from their Eyes, 
and there ſhall be no more Sorrow, nor any more 
Pain. 

Der. The laſt Occaſion of Need is the trying 
Hour of Death, and the tremendous Day of Fudg- 
ment, Will this Righteouſneſs carry Us, -with Safe- 
ty, through the darkſome Valley, and preſent us, 
with Acceptance, at the deadful Tribunal? 

Ah. It will: It will.— This filences all the Curſes 
of the Law, and diſarms Death of every Terror, 
To believe in this Righteouſneſs, is to meet Death 
at our SAVIOUR's Side; or rather, like good 
old Simeon, with the SAVIOUR in our Arms.— 
They overcame, ſays the beloved Diſciple, they over- 


came the laſt Enemy, not by natural Fortitude, or 
philoſophic 


* Plal. xci. 15. 
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philoſophic Reſolution, but by the Blood of the 
LAMB®;' by a believing Application of the victo- 
rious REDEEMER's Merit. tneu, adds the 
heroic Apoſtle, whom: I have believed +; I am aſ- 
fured, that my FESUS is infinitely faithful and 
will not deſert me; that his Ranſom is abſolutely 
ſufficient, and cannot deceive me. Therefore, with 
a holy Bravery, He bids Defiance to Death; or ra- 
ther, triumphs over it, as a vanquiſhed- Ecemy ; 
Thanks be to GO D who giveth Us the Victory through 
ar LORD JESUS CHRIST j! — Nay, 
through the wondrful Efficacy of CHRIS T's 
Propitiation, Death. is ours I; not our Foe, but our 
Friend 'and Deliverer. We may number it among 
our T enſures; $ and reft ſatisfied, That 15 die, is 
Gain. 
What? Though our | Fleſſi ſee n 
Tooth this Body, vile at preſent, be made viler 
Kill, by dwelling amidit Worms, and mouldering in 
the Duſt; yet through HIS Righteouſneſs, who is. 
the Reſurrection and the Life, it ſhall ſhake off the 
Diſhonours of the Grave: It ſhall riſe to a new 
and Muſtrious State of Exiſtence : It ſhall be made 
like the glorious and immortal Body of our triumph- 
ant LORD.—If the Body be ſo refined, fo ex- 
alted; what will be the Dignity, what the Per- 
ſection, of the Soul! Or rather, of Soul and Body 
both, when they are happily and indiſſolubly united, 
at the Reſurrection of the Juſt ? — Shall they have 
any thing to fear, when the Judgment is ſet, and 
me Books are opened? Tis probable there will be 
5 | 22 2M 


* Rev. xii. 11. 4-2 Tim. i. 12. 1 Cor, xv. 57. 
eb 4 | I Cor. 111, 2 Ts, 
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no Accuſation, *tis certain there is no Condemnation, 
to them that are in CHRIST JESUS. Who 
ſhall lay any Thing to their Charge? It i GOD 
— not Man, or Angel, or any Creature, but 
GOD — that juſtifies them. The GOD whoſe 

Law was broke, the GOD to whom Vengeance 
belongeth, He Himſelf pronounces them innocent, 
becauſe their Iniquities have been laid upon 
CHRIST; He Himſelf pronounces them righte- 
ous, becauſe they are intereſted in the Obedience of 
their REDEEMER; on theſe Accounts, He 
Himſelf pronounces them 8l:ſed, and gives them an 
' abundant Entrance into the Joy of their LORD. 

But what can expreſs, or who can imagine their 
Happineſs, when they take up their Abode, in_the 
Palaces of Heaven; amidſt the Choirs of Angels; 
and under the Light of GOD's Countenance ! 
When they poſſeſs the Hope of Righteouſneſs +; when 
they wear the Crown of Righteouſneſs ; and receive 
that great, that eternal Salvation, which is an ade- 
quate Recompence for the Humiliation and 
nies of FESUS CHRIST the righteous J. 


Come then, my dear Theron, let Us henceforth 

be as Branches, ingrafted into the heavenly VIN E; 
- derive all our Sap, all our Moiſture, all our Conſo- 
lation, from his Fulneſs. Let Us live upon our all- 
ſufficient REDEEMER, as the Ifraelites ſub- 
ſifted on their Manna from Heaven, and their Wa- 
ters from the Rock, and not wiſh for other, as we 
cannot poſſibly enjoy better Suſtenance. | 

* Rom. viii. 1. + Gal. v. 5. 1 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
| 1 John ii. 1, | TE 
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Ther. Is this Meaning of our LORD's Ex- 
Hortation, when he ſhews the Neceſſity of eating his 
Fleþh, and drinking his Blood ? 

Aſp. Tis the very fame. A repeated and inceſ- 
fant Application of .our SAVIOUR's Merits, for 
all the Purpoſes of Picty and Salvation, is the Ker- 
nel of this Nut, the Meaning of this Metaphor.— 
When we habitually avert to FE SUS CHRIST, 

as dying for our Sins, and riſing again for our Juſti- 
| fication performing all Righteouſneſs, that we may 
be intitled to an eternal Crown; and interceding 
in Heaven, that we may be filled with all the Ful- 
neſs of GOD: Then we eat his Fleſh, and drink 
his Blood. Then we derive. a Life of ſolid Comfort, 
and real Godlineſs, from his mediatorial Offices; 3 
Juſt as we derive the Continuance of our natural 
Life, from the daily Uſe of alimentary Recruits. 

'Ther. Your Diſcourſe brings to my Remembrance 
chat magnificent and beautiful Paſſage in Scripture, 
where CHRIST is called THz SUN or Ricn- 
TEOUSNESs. Your Doctrine ſets the Compari- 
ſon in à very advantageous Light; gives it the ut- 
moſt Force, and the greateſt Propriety. — The 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, according to your 
Account, is as extenſively uſeſul in the Cbriſtian 

Liſe, as the Beams of that grand Luminary are in 
material Nature. — The Sun fills, the Air; where it 
diffuſes Light, and creates Day. The Sun penetrates 
the Ocean; from whence it exhales Vapours, and forms 
te Clouds.—In the vegetable Creation, the Sun raiſes 

the dap, and protrudes the Gems ; unfolds the Leaves, 
and paints the Bloſſom; diſtends the F ruit, and 
concocts the Juices, — Turn we to the animal 


ef, World; 
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World; the San 'delights' the Eye, and gladdens 
— eit It awakens Millions of Inſects into Be- 
: and imparts that general Joy, which every - 
ſible Creature feels. Indeed, [there is nothing bid 
from the Heat thereof, _ 

Ip. Thus the LORD FESUS CHRIST, 
that true and only Sun of Righteouſneſs, ariſes on his 
People with Healing in his Wings“ So various, ſo 
'efficacious, and ſo extenſive are his Influences. Like 
a Sun, He inlightens and inlivens : like 7Vings, He 
cheriſhes and protects: like a Remedy, He heals and 
reſtores, And all, by virtue of his Righteouſneſs, 
on account of his Ri ghtzouſneſs. Nor can we doubt, 
nor need We wonder, if we conſider its Nature 
and its Author. Its Nature; it is conſummately 


excellent, has every Find, and every Degree of 
Perfection. Its Author; it is the Righteouſneſs and 
Obedience of that incomparable PERSON, in 
whom wells all the Fullneſs of the GODHE AD. 
It muſt therefore—You will permit me to ſum up 

in a Word, what has been diſplayed at large—lt 

muſt be fully anſwerable to the Demands of the Law, 
even in its higheſt Purity, and utmoſt Exactneſs.— 
It is infinitely ſuperior to the Demerit of Sin, and 
intirely- abſolves from; all Gililts. intirely exempts 
from all Condemnation. = is a "oft walid and ne- 
ver failing Plea, agaifiſt be Aernſarbus of Satan, 
and the Challenges of Conftience.—Tt eſtabliſhes an 
undoubted Title to every Bleſſing, whether in Time 
or in Eternity, whether of Grace or of Glory.—It 
is a ſure Support for the Chriſtian, in an Hour of 
Defertion, and in the Agonies of Death. Caſting 
{Anchor on this Bottom, He may diſmiſs every Fear. 
and 


* Mal. iv. 3. 


a» 
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and ride out every Storm. Leaning upon this Staff, 
He may go down to the Repoſe of the Grave; and 
"neither be appalled at the ſolemn Harbingers of 
Diſſolution, nor terrified at its far more awful Con- 
ſequences. —The Merit of this Righteouſneſs, and 
the Power of its DIVINE AUTHOR, will 
unſeal the Tomb; will bring forth the ſleeping Duſt 
from the Chambers of Putrefaction; and build up 
the whole Man into Immortality and Glory. By 
this He will be preſented without Spot *; preſented 
faultleſs + ; yea, be preſented perfect t. and with ex- 
ceeding Joy, before the Throne. .. 
What a Gift then is the Righteouſneſs of 0 CHRIST! 
— Bleſſed be G OD, for all the webs Diſpenſa- 
tions of Providence ! Bleſſed be GOD, for all 
the beneficial Productious of Nature ! But above all, 
| bleſſed be GOD, for the tranſcendent and unſpeak- 
able Gift of CH RIS T—Por the unſearchable and 
infinite Treaſures of HIS. RicuTEOUSNESS. | 


1 Eph. v. 27. * Jade 24. t ON. 1. 28. 
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